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§ 1551. Immigration and Naturalization Service

There is created and established in the De-
partment of Justice an Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service.

(Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 4, 32 Stat. 826; June 29,
1906, ch. 3592, § 1, 34 Stat. 596; Mar. 4, 1913, ch.
141, § 3, 37 Stat. 737; Ex. Ord. No. 6166, § 14,
June 10, 1933; 1940 Reorg. Plan No. V, eff. June
14, 1940, 5 F.R. 2223, 54 Stat. 1238.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 342 of
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

All functions vested by law in the Attorney General,
the Department of Justice, or any other officer or any
agency of that Department, with respect to the inspec-
tion at regular inspection locations at ports of entry of
persons, and documents of persons, entering or leaving
the United States, were transferred to the Secretary
of the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 2, eff.
July 1, 1973, 38 F.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

All functions of all other officers of the Department
of Justice and all functions of all agencies and employ-
ees of such Department were with a few exceptions,
transferred to the Attorney General, with power
vested in him to authorize their performance or the
performance of any of his functions by any of such of-
ficers, agencies, and employees, by 1950 Reorg. Plan
No. 2, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 P.R. 3173, 64 Stat.
1261, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
AGENCIES

By acts Aug. 3, 1882, ch. 376, §§ 2, 3, 22 Stat. 214;
Feb. 23, 1887, ch. 220, 24 Stat. 415, the administration
of the immigration laws then in force was reposed in
the Secretary of the Treasury. Subsequently, by act
Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 551, § 7, 26 Stat. 1087, the office of
the Superintendent of Immigration was created as a
permanent immigration agency and he in turn was
designated Commissioner General of Immigration
under the heading "Bureau of Immigration" by act
Mar. 2. 1895, ch. 177, § 1, 28 Stat. 780. Upon the estab-
lishment of the Department of Commerce and Labor,
the Commissioner General of Immigration and the
Bureau of Immigration were transferred to that De-
partment by act Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 4, 32 Stat. 825
and thereafter were redesignated the Bureau of Immi-
gration and Naturalization by act June 29, 1906, ch.
3592, § 1, 34 Stat. 596. The Bureau of Immigration and
Naturalization was transferred to the Department of
Labor upon its establishment by act Mar. 4, 1913, ch.
141, 37 Stat.'736, and divided into two bureaus to be
known as the Bureau of Immigration and the Bureau
of Naturalization,.respectively. Ex. Ord. No. 6166, § 14,

June 10, 1933, set out as note under section 901 of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees,
again consolidated these bureaus to form the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service, under a "Commis-
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization", which was
then transferred from the Department of Labor to the
Department of Justice by 194) Reorg. Plan No. V, eff.
June 14, 1940, 5 F.R. 2223, 54 Stat. 1238, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5.

§ 1552. Commissioner of Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion; office

The office of the Commissioner of Immigra-
tion and Naturalization is created and estab-
lished, and the President, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, is authorized
and directed to appoint such officer. The Attor-
ney General shall provide him with a suitable,
furnished office in the city of Washington, and
with such books of record and facilities for the
discharge of the duties of his office as may be
necessary.

(Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 551, § 7, 26 Stat. 1085; Mar. 2,
1895, ch. 177, § 1, 28 Stat. 780; Apr. 28, 1904, No.
34, 33 Stat. 591; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 3, 37
Stat. 737; Feb. 5, 1917, ch. 29, § 23, 39 Stat. 892;
Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 1, 39 Stat. 1118; Mar. 28,
1922, ch. 117, title II, 42 Stat. 486; Jan. 5, 1923,
ch. 24, title II, 42 Stat. 1127; Ex. Ord. No. 6166,
§ 14, June 10, 1933; 1940 Reorg. Plan No. V, eff.
June 14, 1940, 5 F.R. 2223, 54 Stat. 1238; June
27, 1952, ch. 477, title IV, § 403(a)(4), 66 Stat.
279.)

CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 342b of

Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5. Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

AMENDMENTS
1952-Act June 27, 1952, omitted the second and

fourth sentences relating to the duties of the commis-
sioner and the appointment of an assistant commis-
sioner.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
All functions vested by law in the Attorney General,

the Department of Justice, or any other officer or any
agency of that Department, with respect to the inspec-
tion at regular inspection locations at ports of entry of
persons, and documents of persons, entering or leaving
the United States, were transferred to the Secretary
of the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 2, eff.
July 1, 1973, 38 F.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

All functions of all other officers of the Department
of Justice and all functions of all agencies and employ-
ees of such Department were, with a few exceptions,
transferred to the Attorney General, with power
vested in him to authorize their performance or the
performance of any of his functions by any of such of-
ficers, agencies, and employees, by 1950 Reorg. Plan
No. 2, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3173, 64 Stat.
1261, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government
Organization and employees.

HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
AGENCIES

Ex. Ord. No. 6166, § 14, June 10, 1933, set out as a
note under section 901 of Title 5. Government Organi-
zation and Employees, consolidated the two formerly
separate bureaus known as the Bureau of Immigration
and the Bureau of Naturalization to form the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service under a Comms-
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization, which was
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subsequently transferred from the Department of
Labor to the Department of Justice by 1940 Reorg.
Plan No. V, eff. June 14, 1940. 5 F.R. 2223, 54 Stat.
1238. set out in the Appendix to Title 5. See note set
out under section 1551 of this title.

§ 1553. Assistant Commissioners and one District Di-
rector, compensation and salary grade

The compensation of the five assistant com-
missioners and one district director shall be at
the rate of grade GS-16.
(June 20, 1956, ch. 414, title II, § 201, 70 Stat.
307.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT
Grade GS-16, referred to in text, is contained in the

General Schedule which is set out under section 5332
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

CODIFICATION
Section was formerly classified to section 342b-1 of

Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

SIMILAR PROVISIONS
Similar provisions were contained in act July 7, 1955,

ch. 279, title II, § 201, 69 Stat. 272.

§ 1554. Special immigrant inspectors at Washington

Special immigrant inspectors, not to exceed
three, may be detailed for duty in the service at
Washington.
(Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 177, § 1, 28 Stat. 780; Ex. Ord.
No. 6166, § 14, June 10, 1933.)

CODIFICATION

Ex. Ord. No. 6166, is authority for the substitution
of "service" for "bureau." See note set out under sec-
tion 1551 of this title.

Section was formerly classified to section 342g of
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. There-
after, it was classified to section 111 of this title prior
to its transfer to this section.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

All functions vested by law in the Attorney General,
the Department of Justice, or any other officer or any
agency of that Department, with respect to the inspec-
tion at regular inspection locations at ports of entry of
persons, and documents of persons, entering or leaving
the United States, were transferred to the Secretary
of the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 2, eff.
July 1, 1973, 38 F.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

§ 1555. Immigration Service expenses

Appropriations now or hereafter provided for
the Immigration and Naturalization Service
shall be available for payment of (a) hire of pri-
vately owned horses for use on official business,
under contract with officers or employees of
the Service; (b) pay of interpreters and transla-
tors who are not citizens of the United States;
(c) distribution of citizenship textbooks to
aliens without cost to such aliens; (d) payment
of allowances (at such rate as may be specified
from time to time in the appropriation Act in-
volved) to aliens, while held in custody under
the immigration laws, for work performed; and
(e) when so specified in the appropriation con-

cerned, expenses of unforeseen emergencies of
a confidential character, to be expended under
the direction of the Attorney General, who
shall make a certificate of the amount of any
such expenditure as he may think it advisable
not to specify, and every such certificate shall
be deemed a sufficient voucher for the sum
therein expressed to have been expended.
(July 28, 1950, ch. 503, § 6, 64 Stat. 380.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 341d of
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

§ 1556. Transferred

CODIFICATION

Section transferred to section 1353d of this title.

§ 1557. Prevention of transportation in foreign com-
merce of alien women and girls under interna-
tional agreement; Commissioner designated as
authority to receive and preserve information

For the purpose of regulating and preventing
the transportation in foreign commerce of alien
women and girls for purposes of prostitution
and debauchery, and in pursuance of and for
the purpose of carrying out the terms of the
agreement or project of arrangement for the
suppression of the whiteslave traffic, adopted
July 25, 1902, for submission to their respective
governments by the delegates of various powers
represented at the Paris Conference and con-
firmed by a formal agreement signed at Paris
on May 18, 1904, and adhered to by the United
States on June 6, 1908, as shown by the procla-
mation of the President of the United States
dated June 15, 1908, the Commissioner of Im-
migration and Naturalization is designated as
the authority of the United States to receive
and centralize information concerning the proc-
uration of alien women and girls with a view to
their debauchery, and to exercise supervision
over such alien women and girls, receive their
declarations, establish their identity, and ascer-
tain from them who induced them to leave
their native countries, respectively; and it shall
be the duty of said Commissioner of Immigra-
tion and Naturalization to receive and keep on
file in his office the statements and declara-
tions which may be made by such alien women
and girls, and those which are hereinafter re-
quired pertaining to such alien women and girls
engaged in prostitution or debauchery in this
country, and to furnish receipts for such state-
ments and declarations provided for in this Act
to the persons, respectively, making and filing
them.
(June 25, 1910, ch. 395, § 6, 36 Stat. 826; Ex.
Ord. No. 6166, § 14, June 10, 1933.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in the text, means the White
Slave Traffic Act, June 25, 1910. See sections 2421 to
2424 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 3421 of
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. There-
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after, it was classified to section 238 of this title prior
to transfer to this section.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

All functions vested by law in the Attorney General,
the Department of Justice, or any other officer or any
agency of that Department, with respect to the inspec-
tion at regular inspection locations at ports of entry of
persons, and documents of persons, entering or leaving
the United States, were transferred to the Secretary
of the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 2, eff.
July 1, 1973, 38 P.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

All functions of all other officers of the Department
of Justice and all functions of all agencies and employ-
ees of such Department were, with a few exceptions,

transferred to the Attorney General, with power
vested in him to authorize their performance or the
performance of any of his functions by any of such of-
ficers, agencies, and employees, by 1950 Reorg. Plan
No. 2, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3173, 64 Stat.
1261, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

HISTORY OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
AGENCIES

Ex. Ord. No. 6166, § 14, June 10, 1933, set out as a
note under section 901 of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, consolidated the two formerly
separate bureaus known as the Bureau of Immigration
and the Bureau of Naturalization to form the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service under a Commis-
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization. See note set
out under section 1551 of this title.
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