
TITLE 18-CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

ficial duties incident to and during the commis-
sion of a civil disorder which in any way or
degree obstructs, delays, or adversely affects
commerce or the movement of any article or
commodity in commerce or the conduct or per-
formance of any federally protected function-

Shall be fined not more than $10,000 or im-
prisoned not more than five years, or both.

(b) Nothing contained in this section shall
make unlawful any act of any law enforcement
officer which is performed in the lawful perfor-
mance of his official duties.
(Added Pub. L. 90-284, title X, § 1002(a), Apr.
11, 1968, 82 Stat. 90.)

SHORT TITLE

Section 1001 of Pub. L. 90-284 provided that: "This
title [which enacted this chapter] may be cited as the
'Civil Obedience Act of 1968'."

§ 232. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter:
(1) The term "civil disorder" means any

public disturbance involving acts of violence by
assemblages of three or more persons, which
causes an immediate danger of or results in
damage or injury to the property or person of
any other individual.

(2) The term "commerce" means commerce
(A) between any State or the District of Colum-
bia and any place outside thereof; (B) between
points within any State or the District of Co-
lumbia, but through any place outside thereof;
or (C) wholly within the District of Columbia.

(3) The term "federally protected function"
means any function, operation, or action car-
ried out, under the laws of the United States,
by any department, agency, or instrumentality
of the United States or by an officer or employ-
ee thereof; and such term shall specifically in-
clude, but not be limited to, the collection and
distribution of the United States mails.

(4) The term "firearm" means any weapon
which is designed to or may readily be convert-
ed to expel any projectile by the action of an
explosive; or the frame or receiver of any such
weapon.

(5) The term "explosive or incendiary device"
means (A) dynamite and all other forms of high
explosives, (B) any explosive bomb, grenade,
missile, or similar device, and (C) any incendi-
ary bomb or grenade, fire bomb, or similar
device, including any device which (i) consists
of or includes a breakable container including a
flammable liquid or compound, and a wick com-
posed of any material which, when ignited, is
capable of igniting such flammable liquid or
compound, and (ii) can be carried or thrown by
one individual acting alone.

(6) The term "fireman" means any member
of a fire department (including a volunteer fire
department) of any State, any political subdivi-
sion of a State, or the District of Columbia.

(7) The term "law enforcement officer"
means any officer or employee of the United
States, any State, any political subdivision of a
State, or the District of Columbia, while en-
gaged in the enforcement or prosecution of any
of the criminal laws of the United States, a
State, any political subdivision of a State, or
the District of Columbia; and such term shall
specifically include, but shall not be limited to,

members of the National Guard, as defined in
section 101(9) of title 10, United States Code,
members of the organized militia of any State,
or territory of the United States, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, or the District of Co-
lumbia, not included within the definition of
National Guard as defined by such section
101(9), and members of the Armed Forces of
the United States, while engaged in suppressing
acts of violence or restoring law and order
during a civil disorder.
(Added Pub. L. 90-284, title X, § 1002(a), Apr.
11, 1968, 82 Stat. 91.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 844 of this title;
title 49 sections 1472, 1806.

§ 233. Preemption

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be
construed as indicating an intent on the part of
Congress to occupy the field in which any pro-
visions of the chapter operate to the exclusion
of State or local laws on the same subject
matter, nor shall any provision of this chapter
be construed to invalidate any provision of
State law unless such provision is inconsistent
with any of the purposes of this chapter or any
provision thereof.

(Added Pub. L. 90-284, title X, § 1002(a), Apr.
11, 1968, 82 Stat. 91.)

CHAPTER 13-CIVIL RIGHTS

Sec.
241. Conspiracy against rights of citizens.
242. Deprivation of rights under color of law.
243. Exclusion of Jurors on account of race or color.
244. Discrimination against person wearing uniform

of armed forces.
245. Federally protected activities.
246. Deprivation of relief benefits.

AMENDMENTS

1976-Pub. L. 94-453, §4(b), Oct. 2, 1976, 90 Stat.
1517, added item 246.

1968-Pub. L. 90-284, title I, § 102, Apr. 11, 1968, 82
Stat. 75, added item 245.

§ 241. Conspiracy against rights of citizens

If two or more persons conspire to injure, op-
press, threaten, or intimidate any citizen in the
free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privi-
lege secured to him by the Constitution or laws
of the United States, or because of his having
so exercised the same; or

If two or more persons go in disguise on the
highway, or on the premises of another, with
intent to prevent or hinder his free exercise or
enjoyment of any right or privilege so secured-

They shall be fined not more than $10,000 or
imprisoned not more than ten years, or both;
and if death results, they shall be subject to im-
prisonment for any term of years or for life.
(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 696; Apr. 11,
1968, Pub. L. 90-284, title I, § 103(a), 82 Stat.
75.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 51 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, § 19, 35 Stat. 1092).

Clause making conspirator ineligible to hold office
was omitted as incongruous because it attaches ineligi-

Page 1043



TITLE 18-CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

bility to hold office to a person who may be a private
citizen and who was convicted of conspiracy to violate
a specific statute. There seems to be no reason for im-
posing such a penalty in the case of one individual
crime, in view of the fact that other crimes do not
carry such a severe consequence. The experience of
the Department of Justice is that this unusual penalty
has been an obstacle to successful prosecutions for vio-
lations of the act.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Minor changes in phraseology were made.

AMENDmENTs

1968-Pub. L. 90-284 increased limitation on fines
from $5,000 to $10,000 and provided for imprisonment
for any term of years or for life when death results.

CRoss REFERmNcEs

Action for neglect to prevent, see section 1986 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud United
States, see section 371 of this title.

Conspiracy to interfere with civil rights, see section
1985 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

Proceedings in vindication of civil rights, see section
1988 of Title 42.

§ 242. Deprivation of rights under color of law

Whoever, under color of any law, statute, or-
dinance, regulation, or custom, willfully sub-
jects any inhabitant of any State, Territory, or
District to the deprivation of any rights, privi-
leges, or immunities secured or protected by
the Constitution or laws of the United States,
or to different punishments, pains, or penalties,
on account of such inhabitant being an alien, or
by reason of his color, or race, than are pre-
scribed for the punishment of citizens, shall be
fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not
more than one year, or both; and if death re-
sults shall be subject to imprisonment for any
term of years or for life.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 696; Apr. 11,
1968, Pub. L. 90-284, title I, § 103(b), 82 Stat.
75.)

HISTORICAL AND REvISIoN NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 52 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, § 20, 35 Stat. 1092).

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-
ted as unnecessary in view of definition of "principal"
in section 2 of this title.

A minor change was made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1968-Pub. L. 90-284 provided for imprisonment for
any term of years or for life when death results.

CROSS REFERENCES

Civil action for deprivation of rights, see section
1983 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

Equal rights under the law, see section 1981 of Title
42.

Minor offenses tried by United States magistrates as
excluding offenses punishable under this section, see
section 3401 of this title.

Proceedings in vindication of civil rights, see section
1988 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 3401 of this
title.

§ 243. Exclusion of jurors on account of race or color

No citizen possessing all other qualifications
which are or may be prescribed by law shall be
disqualified for service as grand or petit juror
in any court of the United States, or of any
State on account of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude; and whoever, being an offi-
cer or other person charged with any duty in
the selection or summoning of jurors, excludes
or fails to summon any citizen for such cause,
shall be fined not more than $5,000.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 696.)

HISTORICAL AND RESIsioN NOTES

Based on section 44 o f title 8, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Aliens
and Nationality (Mar. 1, 1875, ch. 114, § 4, 18 Stat.
336).

Words "be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and"
were deleted as unnecessary in view of definition of
misdemeanor in section 1 of this title.

Words "on conviction thereof" were omitted as un-
necessary, since punishment follows only after convic-
tion.

Minimum punishment provisions were omitted. (See
reviser's note under section 203 of this title.)

Minor changes in phraseology were made.

CROSS REFERENCES
Bribery of public officials and witnesses, see section

201 of this title.
Civil rights generally, see section 1981 et seq. of Title

42, The Public Health and Welfare.
Exclusion or excuse from jury service, see section

1863 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.
Grand jurors, number of and summoning additional

jurors, see section 3321 of this title.
Juries generally, see section 1861 et seq. of Title 28,

Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.
Manner of drawing jurors, see section 1864 of Title

28.
Qualifications of jurors, see section 1861 of Title 28.
Summoning jurors, see section 1867 of Title 28.

FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Jurors, see rule 47, Title 28, Appendix, Judiciary and
Judicial Procedure.

FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Grand jury, see rule 6, Appendix to this title.
Trial jurors, see rule 24.

§ 244. Discrimination against person wearing uniform
of armed forces

Whoever, being a proprietor, manager, or em-
ployee of a theater or other public place of en-
tertainment or amusement in the District of
Columbia, or in any Territory, or Possession of
the United States, causes any person wearing
the uniform of any of the armed forces of the
United States to be discriminated against be-
cause of that uniform, shall be fined not more
than $500.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 697; May 24,
1949, ch. 139, § 5, 63 Stat. 90.)

HISTORICAL AND REvIsIoN NOTES

1948 ACT

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 523 (Mar. 1,
1911, ch. 187, 36 Stat. 963; Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 387, § 1, 37
Stat. 512; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, § 1, 38 Stat. 800).

Words "guilty of a misdemeanor", following "shall
be", were omitted as unnecessary in view of definition
of "misdemeanor" in section 1 of this title. (See revis-
er's note under section 212 of this title.)

Changes were made in phraseology.
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1949 ACT

This section [section 5] substitutes, in section 244 of
title 18, U.S.C., "any of the armed forces of the United
States" for the enumeration of specific branches and
thereby includes the Air Force, formerly part of the
Army. This clarification is necessary because of the es-
tablishment of the Air Force as a separate branch of
the Armed Forces by the act of July 26, 1947.

AMENDMENTS

1949-Act May 24, 1949, substituted "any of the
armed forces of the United States" for enumeration of
the specific branches.

CROSS REFERENCES

Uniforms, wearing without authority, see section 702
of this title.

§ 245. Federally protected activities

(a)(1) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as indicating an intent on the part of
Congress to prevent any State, any possession
or Commonwealth of the United States, or the
District of Columbia, from exercising jurisdic-
tion over any offense over which it would have
jurisdiction in the absence of this section, nor
shall anything in this section be construed as
depriving State and local law enforcement au-
thorities of responsibility for prosecuting acts
that may be violations of this section and that
are violations of State and local law. No pros-
ecution of any offense described in this section
shall be undertaken by the United States
except upon the certification in writing of the
Attorney General or the Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral that in his judgment a prosecution by the
United States is in the public interest and nec-
essary to secure substantial justice, which func-
tion of certification may not be delegated.

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued to limit the authority of Federal offi-
cers, or a Federal grand jury, to investigate pos-
sible violations of this section.

(b) Whoever, whether or not acting under
color of law, by force or threat of force willfully
injures, intimidates or interferes with, or at-
tempts to injure, intimidate or interfere with-

(1) any person because he is or has been, or
in order to intimidate such person or any
other person or any class of persons from-

(A) voting or qualifying to vote, qualify-
ing or campaigning as a candidate for elec-
tive office, or qualifying or acting as a poll
watcher, or any legally authorized election
official, in any primary, special, or general
election;

(B) participating in or enjoying any bene-
fit, service, privilege, program, facility, or
activity provided or administered by the
United States;

(C) applying for or enjoying employment,
or any perquisite thereof, by any agency of
the United States;

(D) serving, or attending upon any court
in connection with possible service, as a
grand or petit juror in any court of the
United States; o

(E) participating or in enjoying the bene-
fits of any program or activity receiving
Federal financial assistance; or

(2) any person because of his race, color, re-
ligion or national origin and because he is or
has been-

(A) enrolling in or attending any public
school or public college;

(B) participating in or enjoying any bene-
fit service, privilege, program, facility or ac-
tivity provided or administered by any State
or subdivision thereof;

(C) applying for or enjoying employment,
or any perquisite thereof, by any private
employer or any agency of any State or sub-
division thereof, or joining or using the ser-
vices or advantages of any labor organiza-
tion, hiring hall, or employment agency;

(D) serving, or attending upon any court
of any State in connection with possible ser-
vice, as a grand or petit juror;

(E) traveling in or using any facility of in-
terstate commerce, or using any vehicle, ter-
minal, or facility of any common carrier by
motor, rail, water, or air;

(F) enjoying the goods, services, facilities,
privileges, advantages, or accommodations
of any inn, hotel, motel, or other establish-
ment which provides lodging to transient
guests, or of any restaurant, cafeteria,
lunchroom, lunch counter, soda fountain, or
other facility which serves the public and
which is principally engaged in selling food
or beverages for consumption on the prem-
ises, or of any gasoline station, or of any
motion picture house, theater, concert hall,
sports arena, stadium, or any other place of
exhibition or entertainment which serves
the public, or of any other establishment
which serves the public and (i) which is lo-
cated within the premises of any of the
aforesaid establishments or within the
premises of which is physically located any
of the aforesaid establishments, and (ii)
which holds itself out as serving patrons of
such establishments; or

(3) during or incident to a riot or civil disor-
der, any person engaged in a business in com-
merce or affecting commerce, including, but
not limited to, any person engaged in a busi-
ness which sells or offers for sale to interstate
travelers a substantial portion of the articles,
commodities, or services which it sells or
where a substantial portion of the articles or
commodities which it sells or offers for sale
have moved in commerce; or

(4) any person because he is or has been, or
in order to intimidate such person or any
other person or any class of persons from-

(A) participating, without discrimination
on account of race, color, religion or nation-
al origin, in any of the benefits or activities
described in subparagraphs (1)(A) through
(1)(E) or subparagraphs (2)(A) through
(2)(F); or

(B) affording another person or class of
persons opportunity or protection to so par-
ticipate; or

(5) any citizen because he is or has been, or
in order to intimidate such citizen or any
other citizen from lawfully aiding or encour-
aging other persons to participate, without
discrimination on account of race, color, reli-
gion or national origin, in any of the benefits
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or activities described in subparagraphs (1)(A)
through (1)(E) or subparagraphs (2)(A)
through (2)(F), or participating lawfully in
speech or peaceful assembly opposing any
denial of the opportunity to so participate-

shall be fined not more than $1,000, or impris-
oned not more than one year, or both; and if
bodily injury results shall be fined not more
than $10,000, or imprisoned not more than ten
years, or both; and if death results shall be sub-
ject to imprisonment for any term of years or
for life. As used in this section, the term "par-
ticipating lawfully in speech or peaceful assem-
bly" shall not mean the aiding, abetting, or in-
citing of other persons to riot or to commit any
act of physical violence upon any individual or
'against any real or personal property in fur-
therance of a riot. Nothing in subparagraph
(2)(F) or (4)(A) of this subsection shall apply to
the proprietor of any establishment which pro-
vides lodging to transient guests, or to any em-
ployee acting on behalf of such proprietor, with
respect to the enjoyment of the goods, services,
facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommoda-
tions of such establishment if such establish-
ment is located within a building which con-
tains not more than five rooms for rent or hire
and which is actually occupied by the propri-
etor as his residence.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed
so as to deter any law enforcement officer from
lawfully carrying out the duties of his office;
and no law enforcement officer shall be consid-
ered to be in violation of this section for lawful-
ly carrying out the duties of his office or law-
fully enforcing ordinances and laws of the
United States, the District of Columbia, any of
the several States, or any political subdivision
of a State. For purposes of the preceding sen-
tence, the term "law enforcement officer"
means any officer of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a State, or political subdivi-
sion of a State, who is empowered by law to
conduct investigations of, or make arrests be-
cause of, offenses against the United States,
the District of Columbia, a State, or a political
subdivision of a State.

(Added Pub. L. 90-284, title I, § 101(a), Apr. 11,
1968, 82 Stat. 73.)

FAIR HOUSING

Section 101(b) of Pub. L. 90-284 provided that:
"Nothing contained in this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall apply to or affect activities under title VIII
of this Act [sections 3601 to 3619 of Title 42, The
Public Health and Welfare]."

RIOTS OR CIVIL DISTURBANCES, SUPPRESSION AND RESTO-
RATION OF LAw AND ORDER; ACTS OR OMISSIONS OF EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF MILITARY SER-
VICE NOT SUBJECT TO THIS SECTION

Section 101(c) of Pub. L. 90-284 provided that: "The
provisions of this section [enacting this section] shall
not apply to acts or omissions on the part of law en-
forcement officers, members of the National Guard, as
defined in section 101(9) of title 10, United States
Code, members of the organized militia of any State or
the District of Columbia, not covered by such section
101(9), or members of the Armed Forces of the United
States, who are engaged in suppressing a riot or civil
disturbance or restoring law and order during a riot or
civil disturbance."

§ 246. Deprivation of relief benefits

Whoever directly or indirectly deprives, at-
tempts to deprive, or threatens to deprive any
person of any employment, position, work, com-
pensation, or other benefit provided for or
made possible in whole or in part by any Act of
Congress appropriating funds for work relief or
relief purposes, on account of political affili-
ation, race, color, sex, religion, or national
origin, shall be fined not more than $10,000, or
imprisoned not more than one year, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 94-453, § 4(a), Oct. 2, 1976, 90
Stat. 1517.)

CHAPTER 15-CLAIMS AND SERVICES IN
MATTERS AFFECTING GOVERNMENT

Sec.
281. Compensation to Members of Congress, officers,

and others in matters affecting the Govern-
ment. '

282. Practice in Court of Claims by Members of Con-
gress. 1

283. Officers or employees interested in claims against
the Government.'

284. Disqualifications of former officers and employ-
ees in matters connected with former duties.,

285. Taking or using papers relating to claims.
286. Conspiracy to defraud the Government with re-

spect to claims.
287. False, fictitious or fraudulent claims.
288. False claims for postal losses.
289. False claims for pensions.
290. Discharge papers withheld by claim agent.
291. Purchase of claims for fees by court officials.
292. Solicitation of employment and receipt of unap-

proved fees concerning Federal employees' com-
pensation.

AMENDMENTS

1966-Pub. L. 89-554, § 3(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
608, added item 292.

[§§ 281 to 284. Repealed. Pub. L. 87-849, § 2, Oct. 23,
1962, 76 Stat. 1126]

Section 281, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 697;
May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 6, 63 Stat. 90, related to com-
pensation to Members of Congress, officers and others
in matters affecting the government.

Section 282, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 697,
related to practice in Court of Claims by Members of
Congress.

Section 283, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 697;
June 28, 1949, ch. 268, § 2(b), 63 Stat. 280, related to of-
ficers or employees interested in claims against the
government.

Section 284, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 698;
May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 7, 63 Stat. 90, related to dis-
qualifications of former officers and employees in
matters connected with former duties.

Such sections 281, 282, 283 and 284 have been sup-
planted by sections 203, 204, 205, and 207 of this title,
respectively.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal of sections effective 90 days after Oct. 23,
1962, see section 4 of Pub. L. 87-849, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 201 of this title.

ExmnPTIONS

Section 2 of Pub. L. 87-849 provided in part that:
"All exemptions from the provisions of sections 281,
282, 283, 284, 434, or 1914 of title 18 of the United
States Code heretofore created or authorized by stat-
ute which are in force on the effective date of this Act

'Sections repealed without amending analysis to re-
flect such repeal.
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