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From Herman Kreismann to Joseph K. C. Forrest [Copy in Lincoln's hand]1, April 16, 1860

1 Kreismann's letter was enclosed in Forrest to Lincoln, April 26, 1860. Forrest had read it to
John Wentworth, who then suggested that it be shared with Lincoln. Forrest asked Lincoln to
return Kreismann's letter, and Lincoln presumably first copied what he considered the most
significant portions. Herman Kreismann was active among Republicans of German descent
in Chicago, hence his views were important to Lincoln. He also was a friend of Norman B.
Judd and of Lyman Trumbull, and was thus perceived an enemy by Wentworth.

“J. K. C. Forrest, Esq.

Washington, April 14./60

Dear Sir

xxxxx

The presidential question is of course, just now, the all engrossing topic. Douglas' prospects have
largely improved, and his nomination is confidently looked for— I confess I share in that belief.

On the first ballot Hunter2 & Douglas will be the leading candidates— On our side the result in
Connecticut and Rhode-Island operates strongly against Seward. The impression that his nomination
would involve defeat, which I certainly share in is gaining ground among men who hitherto have
strongly inclined in his favor; and, as at present advised, I should say he will not be nominated—

M'Lean3 will probably be the leading man against Seward at first — but a compromise may be made

between the radical and conservative elements on Wade,4 who is strongly urged by Hickman5 &

Forney6 — or on some other man like Fessenden7 or Lincoln. As to the latter the Seward men say
that if he can be elected, Seward can, they both occupying the same position, and there is some
truth in that— Take it all in all I have but little hope in our success. The nomination of Douglas or of

Guthrie,8 or even of Breckenridge,9 would prove fatal to us. Wisconsin, Conn., & Rhode-Island show
the reaction going on.

2 Robert M. T. Hunter was a Democratic senator from Virginia.

3 John McLean
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4 ID: Benjamin F. Wade was a radical Republican senator from Ohio. He was chairman of the
Congressional Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, and was an outspoken critic of
Lincoln during Lincoln's presidency.

5 John Hickman was a member of the House of Representatives from Pennsylvania.

6 ID: John W. Forney had been the anti-Lecompton Democratic editor of the Philadelphia
Press and was elected clerk of the House of Representatives in 1859. As a Republican he
became secretary of the Senate in 1861. He later edited the Washington Chronicle, which
was something of a mouthpiece for the Lincoln administration.

7 William Pitt Fessenden

8 James Guthrie, a Kentucky Democrat, had been Franklin Pierce's secretary of the treasury.
As president, Lincoln considered him a possible secretary of war.

9 ID: John C. Breckinridge was vice president of the United States during the Buchanan
administration. In 1860 after the Democratic party split, he was the presidential candidate
of its Southern faction. He later joined the army of the Confederacy and rose to the rank of
major general.

xxxxx

Yours truly

H. Kreisman”


