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Abraham Lincoln papers

From Thurlow Weed to William H. Seward1, November 28, 1861

1 Thurlow Weed, Bishop Charles P. McIlvaine of Ohio, and Archbishop John Hughes of New
York were sent to Europe in 1861 as special agents of the U.S. Government to influence
opinion amongst the leaders of Britain and France.

Receive 14. Decr

4. P. M.

Paris, Nov 28, '61

Dear Seward,

My first feeling on learning that Mason and Slidell were captured,2 was one of joy and thanksgiving;
my next suggested a question of right or policy.

2 On November 8, 1861 Captain Charles Wilkes of the U.S.S. San Jacinto intercepted the Trent,
a British ship, and arrested James Mason and John Slidell who were on their way to Europe
as representatives of the Confederacy. This violation of Britain's neutrality nearly led to a
war with the United States.

You have, I suppose, well considered it, for Gen. Scott has just told me it was contemplated before
he left. But is here not an opportunity for an advantageous display of magnanimity? Can you not set
an example of high international regard and honor that would constrain respect and observance?
Set at liberty, in deference to the Laws of Neutrality, the Traitors would be emasculated. The two
most guilty of the conspirators would become impatient; and might come here as little respected as
pardoned convicts.

Taken captive from under the Protection of the British Flag, their retention would be of questionable
usefulness.

But I only suggest what came instantly into my mind, without consulting with anybody. I do not know
that England will raise the question, but if strikes me as a grave one, if raised. And if we can do a
graceful thing, and profit by it, you will not, I am sure, loose the opportunity.
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Truly Yours,

T. Weed

P. S. We are living with the Archbishop3 at the Hotel L'Empire.

3 ID: John Hughes, a native of Ireland, immigrated to the U.S. in 1817 and was ordained
a Catholic priest in 1826. Hughes wrote extensively on theological questions and was
made the archbishop of New York in 1850. The archbishop became involved in politics
and counted Thurlow Weed and William H. Seward among his allies. Hughes supported
the Union during the Civil War and went to Europe in 1861 with Weed and Bishop Charles
McIlvaine as a special agent of the government. While in Paris, the archbishop obtained an
audience with Napoleon III and delivered sermons on behalf of the Union cause.

Dear Anna,

I was sorry not to see you again to know exactly, what you would like to have me do for you here—
Mr Sandford told me what he had sent you & Miss Chase— I suppose we shall stay in Paris some
time — and in any way, that I can do any thing for you, I shall be very ready and happy to— You know
we had a rough passage — but that is over— I saw Mr Vesey yesterday — he is not well— Do write
me what you doing— Is Mrs Seward in Washington? Give her much love — in haste

Sincerely

Harriet


