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From James A. Briggs to Abraham Lincoln [With Endorsement by Lincoln]1, November 1, 1859

1 Arrangements were in the works for Lincoln to deliver a lecture in New York City in the
Winter of 1859-60. Lincoln's compromise involved accepting a February date and allowing
political topics to be discussed. What resulted was Lincoln's great address at the Cooper
Institute on February 27, 1860. See Briggs to Lincoln, October 12, 1859, and Collected Works,
III, 494.

New York, Novr. 1st 1859

Dear Sir:

Your letter was duly received;2 I handed it over to the Committee, & they will accept your
Compromise. And you may Lecture the time you mention, & will pay you $200. I think they will
arrange for a Lecture in N. Y. also, and will pay you $200 for that, with your consent. Thus you may
kill two birds with one stone.

2 This letter has not been located.

I understand the time between the 20th and last of February. Let me know about one week or so
before the day fixed upon for the first Lecture.

The political cauldron is boiling here. New Jersey will elect Mr. Olden.3 Her people are aroused &
hard at work.

3 Charles S. Olden was elected Governor of New Jersey in 1859.

Corwin4 is here from Ohio, & he will stir them up to good works. Mr. W. L. Dayton5 is on the stump
in New Jersey, doing a Yeoman's work.

4 Thomas Corwin

5 William L. Dayton
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Would that we could have the pleasure of listening to you, before the Campaign closes. I have no

doubt of the success of the Republicans in this State. I think it is a mistake that Senator Seward6 is
not on his own battlefield, instead of being in Egypt surveying the route of an old Underground Rail
Road, over which Moses took, one day, a whole nation, from bondage into Liberty. But, in his own
time, he will be heard from, on the “Irrepressible conflict.”

6 William H. Seward

I hope for complete & glorious success in 1860. We must succeed & rescue the Government from its
present plunderers.

With kindest regards,

Yours truly

James A. Briggs.

[Endorsed on Envelope by Lincoln:]

James A Briggs


