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CONGRESSIONAL.
l_'m- OF HON. JOHN PETIITY,
OF INDIANA
Delivered in the Ssaate, February 20, 1554,

The Senate haviog ander consideration the bill 10 es
uhli:l’l territorial governments for Nehraaka sod Kan-

BaA—

Mr. PETTIT said:

M Presipest: Befor
and as prefatory to them, |
(bat has jus) reached me ;

“The Baltie hus arrived, with Liverpool dutes of the Bih
natait. Uount Odall s mission bas (ailed, wnd the Russinn
ministers bavo left Pagis sod London  The Cear's lnst
proposition has beon fluslly sejected, pud ull lunher nego-
tiations broken ol - Enidand and Franee are making ex

ing provi
Ties, preparatory to
States, that he’i.u_

civilizwtion is entitled
a bigher law thauo
sense of the lerm, a

e p fing in my ki
desire 10 read a short despateh | 4 o

YOLUME UL

_ =

senalor from Ar-

ment, let me eay, o all kindoess (o ihe
| i luced a bill thismorn-

yeond the Indian T

M. who

ding for the onganization of werito-

ti?e?r admission into the Union as

find it to be utterly fallacious.

Mr, BRODHEAD, Civilization s entitled to this cou-
friend from Pennsylvania says

tinent.
Mo PETTIT. Mf g

0 this continenl.  Yes, sir, it is by
Euut coustitution ; for 1 am, in one
her-law man, as will be found be-
a higher law than your constitu-
tion, or your seta of Congress—by the stern decrees of
Almighty—his children first planted here are 1o give
way lg) a race of wen heavier phyduilr and heavier
montally, The wild grass amid which be lay, the woode
where he built his moon-five, and where he ereoted his
wigwam, his bow and artow, bis baffalo, Lis deer, and
all the secompaniments of the wild man, are to pass
away, and the heavier race come on with their aceom-
6. Then the soil will be caltivated, stalely man.

fore | get through,

LenpIe Pre parasions Lo soud tioops to Turkey, Unlees the
Osir oyolﬂﬁ; withdraws, & genesal war bopedtain.'

Mr. President, | return, this wmorning, my sincere, de-
vout, wnd bumble 1hanks ta the Ruler of all nations that
ry 18 not involved in that dire catastro-

sions will be reared, and the cultivated, improved, and
domesticated animals will be introduced, 8 couniry
led by a race as widely dillerentin all their
om that which preceded them as they could

t beloved. !
op:t-—w‘lf- m may we be apated such a ealamity.

Mr President, the day is & gloomy und lowering one,
and it may well be supposed thul my mind and my spirits
partake somewbat of the condition of the elements with-
out ; buf, sir, as [ am not a maw of passions or of preju: |
Jices, but yield & willing obedience 10 the dictates of |
renson and justice, enlightened, as [ believe, by a sound ]
and upbiased jndgment; as | live not lnrlglo[ﬁ. in the
French ueeeptation of the term, nor the misgnided huz-
zay of the populace, but am an obsequious sluve to the
Mnmifr of duty, I shall proceed, disregarding the

alher without. ;
\!m becomea me, then, to jnguire, what aie my du- |
liegs—naot my prejodices or my passiong—upon this sub- |
2 What are my daties towards my fellow-citizens,

1 my equale, towards the States collectively, and
the States and the people individually ?

sy duty, as | concetve, is, first, towards the States col-
lectively, and tbe ind ‘ﬂmlg. to endeavor (o pre-
serve thot harmony which the inery of the respect-
ive governmenta was designed to secure to them, so that
there shall ‘be no clashing, no jlrr_lng. 0O WRITING ; 80
that no dllwl_'ﬂ may be found in their harmonious circle.

Towards my fellow-citizens und the citizens of the coun-
wry individually it is plainly my duty to place, as nearly
as may be, il those who are constituent parts of the State

of government, npon un equal political basis, with equal
political rights, so as 1o divide with them, or share with
\betn an equality of right in all our property, territorial
or otherwise, and in lha‘gmluuun and all the advan-
tages of the government, Upon these principles my vates
have been, and shall be, governed apon this bill,

Mr. President, | have n!rea-}r sail enough to satisf
senators, if any doubt existed before, as o how | shall
vote upon the question pending before the Senate. |
need not go hrﬂm 1o satialy the Senate what my judi-
menl and conclusions are ; but | shall beg the indulgence
of the Senate to distnss the question, in its various foums,
at considerable length. | ehall be driven, in the course
of my remarks, into a consideration and revigw of senti-
ments which have been uttered heretolore in (his body,
which § would gludly avaid, but that I believe duty to
myselfl requires me to refer to them.

Mr. President, 8o faras the forin of this bill is concern-
ed, | need waste but little or o time upon it Suffice it
10 say, thet itis in the form  which has heen adopred
since the foundation of the goverpment, with Intle ex
ception and littde vanution, tor the organization of our
Territories. There 15 une pravision, 1 be sure, and only
one, a8 it seems 10 me, which meets with any serious
objection here, or will encounter any serious dificulty in
the otherend of the Capitol.  That 19 the one which re.
peals the Missouri Compromise—for | grast that it does
so—nt, in other words, repeals the eighth section of 1he
net approved Mareh 6, 1520, wothorizing 'he J.ean;n]u o
Missouri Ternitory 1o hold w convention, and form a |
State constitution, preparatory to her adwission into the
Linion. .

There inone provision i this bill, however, which, o
order that the bill may barmonize with the provisions al-
ready adopled upon hat subject, 1t would eeem to me,
ought 1o be stricken out. 1t will be recolleeted that the

uth expressly zed 10 legislate upon all sub.

\s whatever, slavery included. They may either s
iablish or abalish it, sl their pleasare and ot their will,
if the constitation of the United Simtes allows it. Such
inmy understanding of 11, and such is my desire thut i
shodld be. Buz, to make the question plainer and clearer, |
and to rid it of all difficulties, T will suggest, if 1 do not |
move, the sinking out of the following provision in the
sixth section :

“ Toat all iuws pussed by the asssinbly, and approved by |
the governor, shll be sobinitied to the Congress of he
United Suter, wnd, if disapproved, sball be null and of
T ) .mt.'l

My desire is 10 puthorize the people of the Territory to
Euhf-m upon sl legiimate subjecis of legislation, with-
out let or hindrance by this government. Sir, | sdmit |
ihat the steiking out of hat provision, or a clause, say- |
ing, 0 the most positive terms, that Congress submite all |
questions 10 them without un appeal 1o this government,
will not prevent such wn apgeal, vor prevent our llt'mg1
cognizance of it for we eannot stuliily ourselves; we

wer which in ne- |
Ily vested in us. |

canmot throw off from ourselves that po

cessarily, nherently, and Huti

Yet weg'“ show, h’f::nkin; out this elause, what our |
intention i8; and if our iotention shall govern those who |

|

lolluw -ns, we shall be in a more harmonious eondition. |
50 {or the form of the bill,

v t, | proceed beiefly to the consideration of
the ‘wnid the propriaty of this measure.  First, as 10
ihe justice of the measure.  What does it propose ! |t
says 10 s all that our common country, the United Siates,

or tha people of the United States, if you will, have a
Inige unoceapied, or partislly unoccapied, tetritory, to
whieh it is proposed 10 givesn orgunie law, und (o estab.
b the iples wnd roles of civilization there ; tbhat
the North aod the South, the East and the West, the
niddle mod Ao exuemos, mhike have an interest in (his

puity wnd © g What, then, |
w jostice in this cane? How shall justice be

- ¥
anke yoe
applind [
property ?
the other exclusively ! Shall you say that the Nonth
with ter institutions ml{ ko thete, mid that (e South
and her jostitations shall vot go there ! Or will yom re-
vorse the positions, ann say that the Sonth mey go thern
with her institutions, and the Notih sball vot go (here !
Sir, mo far as » the Staies thenselves, and the men,
conmdered a8 citigens of tho respective Siates, | protest
that there is no justice, no cquabity in depriviag each liom
going thers wiih the pighis that wil have, and §protes;
against the principle that all may nol go there with the
izhte thit any have. ’

But bow does it apply 1o the citizen alier e geols there /
Whit fdoes jastice say then ! Does il not say thal he
shall bave the right 10 determine what hin mnrnr.i;mf in-
stitations shall be ¢ You authorize bim 1o legminte apon
al)-‘the nghts of white men ; you eay 1hat the tiglits of
life, liberty, nnd of property, o murial relation, ihe re-
lution of master and servan', or of master and apprens
tice, if you wall, are pot 100 sacred for them 1o Jegmlnte
upon K8 Fegarde whites ; but you say that the nghts of
the Back man ste 0o smered 1o ve trasted (o s neo-
phyte of beginning order of sociality. Then, wir, as 0 mat
ter of o L amy it i their right 1o deiormine what inwi
tutions wifl best awit them. Cannot thass who inimbit
| ese distant regions of our vast eoantry, 'ar sway |
here, tell what issiutions wiltl st their lattude and
longitude, their elmate, sotl, and podactions ¢ ¢ can
we jadge botter than they ! And il we can, s right
s il falr, i It in nccordnnee with the principlon of Ameri.
can iegialation, thet we should do so ! I hald that it is
not e iden that negroes, il they are to go 1here, ure
10 b free aod (foomety i 1o my mind preposiesoos—|
mean as 10 the proprmy of the question. ANl history
and all expericnce hiave shown thal two distinet and
repnrale races endnot live npon the same territory, under
the waine goversment, on an equality. No printiple was
better  fmow 10 ot better undersiood by Moses, the
leader of fhe ghildren of Isracl, than this, which was
made hoown to bim by the \honders of S, when ba
wan commamded 1o pat all the ancient Cannanites 1o
lenth, to pat them 1o the sword, leaving not one, neitling
shew! man nor 4 small man, neither high nor luw ; oo
e, 10 kex, Ws 10 except them,  And this was the stern
lecine of the Almighty bimsell, Upon what principle
wan 1t bused 7 14 was npon the principle thal two races
lisiingl in their orgenization, in (he volnine and amount
ol inielieet, of mind, ol brain, dillerent in the rapidity of
‘he eonrming of the biood through thoir veins, eannot
live and enjay eqonlity together, There is no suoh
hing.  1uin wlle 10 think of it.  Look toany point in bis-
Ty, anewent or modern, nod yon will find the ssme troib
leveloped.  Haw d itin onr own conatry /¥ When our
wieestarn lnaded At Plymouth Rock und st James river,
"hat was the condition of the eonntry ! [ was over-
*piead by vast, powerfnl, and namerons tribe= of Indiuna,
e difterent we doy s from wight from the population
hen armving from northern Enropn  Did they live,
o by continusd to live, upon an egomliy

with um b

ibe government and the sdministration of this |
Shall it be appropuated 10 one section or 1o |

possibly have been made, even by Almighty han

‘l‘m{ndinuu hiave no future, let me u{_lb those who
have a sickly sympathy on the subject. To my mind, it
in plain that no aet can save them [rom thut end, that
doum placed upon them by o higher law; it is inevitable,
You may almost see—yon can eusily contemplate—the
petiod winn the last of these tribes shall have gooe from
this eontinent, and when no remnnot of them ean be
found. 1t were vaio and idle to attempt any such thing
as slaying a destiny thal has been written h{ the hand of
the Almighty so legibly and intelligibly that the wenkest
and the most weaywand may read it. Wonder at it a5 you
will, pity them and mourn over their deplorable condition
us you may, their doom ia sealod beyond the power of
human wisdom to stay or averl. )

Sir, this attempt was made in Mexico recently, on this
continent 1o harmonize and cultivate together the exist-
ence of two separate and distinet races. I need not stop
10 tell the Senate what has been the result, and how eig-
nally that nitempt has failed. Where is it that you see
order there ? here is discipline, where is love, where
is harmony, where is allection ?  [r does not exist-—ean.
yot exist. Men who are constituted physically and men.
tally different cannot enjoy, on an equality, one Common-
wenlth wgether. One must be the soperior, and the other
the inferior  The guestion, then, is one of extent, and
not of kind, Where one race is inferior to the other, it
is pecessarily subservient, and it is only u question of sx-
tent as to whether they shall be slaves fully or slaves
partially. They cunnot live oa an equality sl[ atlempis
to produce such a resull will be idle and futile,

et me remind the Senate of a litle piece ol bistory,
which happened to Joshua, the successor of Moses, for
a violation of the injunction and stern mandate from
Heaven 1o Moses, that upon smiving at the Promised
Land, Le should destroy aI} the ancient Canganiies, with-
out any exception whatever; Moses was never allowed
to pass the Jordan himsell. He got a sight of the Prom-
feed Land by nscending 1o Pisgab's beighis, and thera
calling his followers together, four hundred and forty
thausind who were slaves, or the descendants of slaves,
to e Egyptians for four hundred yeas, he bade them
farewell, aud bandel over his command to Joshoa, his
BICCRESOT.

Joshua crossed the Jordan and led the Jewa (o the
Promised Laod, and then one of the Canganitish tribes, by
their head men—for they were tribes like our Indians—
begged 10 be incotporsted withio their municipal body,
and to form a constituent part of the governmenl and
people, professiog liendship and their desire 1o hecome
pbedieut 1o the laws and will of the whole taken to
gether.

Well, sir, Joghua, the successor of Moses, overcome
by his kinduess of henrt, forgetting the mandate of the
Almighty that they could not live in peace together, that
it was the destruction of themselves il they did not de-
stroy the other race, made peace and terms with them.
Whit was the result? [o less than one year digtarh-
ances, difficolties, quarrels, and excitements, consequent
upon the different organizution of the different racen ol
men, were the resull; and Joshua, alter having made a
treaty with them, wis compelled to put even the remnant
of them jo the sword. Suct, sie; vou widl fusd =
dition al the Indian tribes. You might €5 well atiempi
to tame a parindge and make a dunghill fow) of it You
might na well attempl to domesticats the deer or the buf-
falo—a thing that has never been successinily dono—
and moke it ne obedient an the ox.  The aceom paniments
of tha! race of men are pot those of nure, nor ours those
ol theirs.

Sir, this question is wrgned as toough the passage of
this bill erestes elavery in these Territories l)'h-l is pot
true.  Had the amendmen: ol the senato:r from Kenlucky
[Mr. Dimox] prevailed, as be lrst offered i1, 1hat would
limve heen bie result.  Let us lay aside ull passion and
prejudice, and appeal 10 our judgments and oue intellecis

Me. DIXON. Willthe senntor sllow me mersly 1o
enler my protest against the consiruetion bhe gives to that
amendment? 1 think, il be will examioe the amend-
ment, be will Bod that, so lar from leglslating slavery into
the Lecrilunes, il leaves the question precisely where it
was belore e wol of restricion was passed
legislates slavery in hor out of the Tertitory, bul leaves
it just where it was withoul the aet

M. PETTIT. | undersiand the senalos, and | aonder.
stand what his meayiog was, as Lo subseguently ex.
plained it But it sy business Lo deal with what law
it would make had it passed, and not with the intentions
of the senator. | say thut il the amendment of the sens-

{I-Jl. ws first offered, had prevailed, i wouald Lave legis-

lated slavery into this Tertory. This is not impugning
his motives. | say that is the inevitable result of the
passage of such a provison, and 1 will proceed 10 show
the Senale and to give (o that senator my view of 1. We
bought thus territosy feom France, who had very secent-
ly acquired it from Spain by « similar transsction.
while it was in the possesson ol Spain the #lave law
exiated all over it—tbe laws o Spain toleraticg, encour-
aging, enlocingy and prolecling siavery. Lol me say 1o

piitore that in this respect the civil and the eommon
law differ ; that by the common Iaw no men can be a

of the common Iit‘nnd #0 lar, pro lonte, an enactment
of the elvil ln®,. Not so with the civil Jaw, Where the
common law asn system prevaile, slavery does not and
canes prevadl without a pomtive enactment removing
the comman law 80 (ar, and sabstitating the principles
of the elvil lmw. By the civil law slavery does snd
may el Wwherever ong man can control another wiik-
oul the operation of law. That is the diflerence be
tween Wz two aystems, The civil law existed in the
| Lowisiana  werritory, aud thereiore slavery per se ex-
inted all over that tesritory. By the sale of 1t by Spain
to France ihal luw wus aol removedi for | again say
that by the nequisition of a terivory or counlry by one
I sovereign from another the municipal or civil luws, the
laws which regalate the right and title 0 property,
rights and duties of persons 0 and going into thet te
tory, ate not thereby repealed, Ly the traosler of e sover-
eignty of a district o1 regloo o count Tom ong sover-
eign 10 another,  All it domestic and municipal lawse re.
maln unrepealed, and remuio in foll fores 1l vepeaied or
abrogated or changed by 1he new savereign, In such an
instance the new sovereign succeeds 10 all the righis and
| dution of the jormer sovereign—and wmopg (bhese righia
[ 18 the pght 19 repeal or abrogate the old laws and 10 sub-

stitne o etiact new ones; bul tl that vight is axercined
the old Taws rematn 1o foll Toree, wod the citizsns wre
entitied 10 demand and have the efficaey, protection, and
| benefit of them  Thiie lertitory came 10 ue then asslave
werritory,  Trae, there were low inhabitants or settlers
wpon it in this portion ; bat neventheless the slave law

| exisied over it France, while she had i, did not repeal

I Now, then, whea it came (o oar possession, or some
| meventeen years allerwarda, w 1530, wedid, pro lanto,
| Tepenl that alave law , we abrogated it under the right
| which the new savercign slways hos to muke domestic

laws,  Prot o thet bme (bis (ns remmined in foree. At
that time we abroguted und revoked it In the territory
here spoken of, w the Nebwaska Territory north of 38
dog., 30 min., sod west of Mpsouri and lowa, we abro-

gatod that law,

Now les s wha! was the sinendment of the sena-
tor from Kentucky, [ Mr. Dixos,) 10 show that that rein-
waled slavery there. | bave wol the amendment before
me; bot | have read it s0 often that 1 recollect dis-
finetly uu wording.  Firat, it repealed (he eighth section
ol what is called 1he Missouri Compromine ; and it de=
clared furiher, not that it was ropealed simply, bat that
the lawe should be the same there as though that bill had

never pussed. That s the lnngoage of the senalor's
nmendment.

Me. DIXON, No, sir

Mr. PETTIT. What be imendeéd is snothpr 1hing.

It is towlly immuterinl as to that | take it now for
granted that he did oot inend o oreate slavory ; yet |
watd 1o my [eiend from [inois Lere, [Mr, Dovaras,| im-
diately on the pressntation of i1, 1hat 1 conld sot go
for that measure. | go for leaving this question clear,
it the people thece shall determine for themadlves
Gentlemen suy that the constitution protecis sluvery

y bhava not; they cannot. 1t ix at.
Diverging from the line of my arge-

erly imponsiblo

there. Well, il it dows, we cannot abrogate it.  Jtin per-

CITY OF WASHINGTON, TUES

It neither |

slave Lot by posilive eosciment ; aod then it ws & violation |

~LABERTY, THE UNION, AND THE CONSTITUTION.”

feetly plain th itution proteats sle very

peed have no e nt oo the subject,  We can neither
strengiben the ation nor weaken it But slavery
existed, us 1 awh, before the Mussouri Compro-
i Was . ut luw, what da‘w
do? You will ba pealed 1wo laws  You repenled
the slave law K.l act of 1520, und by the law of
15834 you repeal Yepealing law, but you do not re-
vive the law,  But the senutor's amendment ways
that the luw sball be the sume as if the Missouri-Com-

promise acl wis passed.  That in direct terms re-

vives the old law,

Mr. DIXON, senalor surely is mistaken in my
amendment, .
My, PETTIT. ish the senator would give men

copy. .
ﬁr. [MXON. | say what it 18 precisely. The
senator will find #0 far {rom saying tbal the law
shall be the sume us before, it only suys that the people
shall pave the same right 1o take their slaves there as
they would have had if the Missoari Compromise hud
never been d.
_Mr. PETTIT. Exactly. Then you would have a
right under it to take slaves there and protect them. 1
am not impugning the senktor's motives, 1 am only giv-
ing the language of bis amendment a fair, not even a
eritical examination. | am statiog its logul efect. It is,
liowever, & quesilon which is very easily settled by vel-
els_ruia I.ql?he lﬁugum of the amendment.” [ have it ‘mo i
A Wil read 1z

* Awd be it further enacted, That o muoch of the clghth
seetion ofan actapproved March 6, 1520, antitled *‘An not
to wuthorise the people of the Missouri Territory to lorm u
constitutjon and Sinte government, and for the sdinisslon
of such State into tho Unton on an eqoal footing with the
orlginnl States, nud to probibic slavery in certein ‘Territo-
rien" s deslnres *that tn ull thar terrifory ceded by France
10 the Unlied Swtes, uuder the vame of Losisinon, which
fes nprth of 36 degeees 30 munates north latiode, davery
and involaptary servitude, otherwise than bn the punish-
ment ol erimes whereo! the parties shell have besn duly
convicted, shall be forever prohibited,’ shall not be su con-
strued as to apply o the Territory contemplated by this
aut, or to wny other Territory of the United States; but that
the ¢itizens of the sevoral States or Tereitories shall be wt
liberty o take and bold their slaves within any of the Ter-
ritorles of the Ualted States, or of the Siates (o be formed
theretram, as if the said aeot, entitled us aloresaid, and ap-
proved ds nloresnid, had never been jussed "

Now, sir, am | mistaken at all ? [ have shown that it
reinstates the law as though the Missouri Compromise
had never been passed,  Lel me say 10 the senator from
Keumekﬁ that the bill now before you doesno such
thing. De not deceived it [ say that, in my judg-
ment, 8s [ shall show before | get through, while™ yeou
way take your slave there, and bold Lim so long as you
can collar him wnd ecoutrol him, yet you will have no Jaw
thereby which you ean enforee your right to him. But
by your amendment, patiing the law on the same foot
ing that it was prior to the passage of the Missouri Com-
promise, you would have re-esiablishied the slave law
all over the Territory 3 for it existed before, and by the
law of 1820 you repealed 11, That s the view I have
und I have no question about it. M [ were in!ermgntel!
us @ lawyer, | should be compelled to give that opinion ;
because the present bill leaves the Territory without any
law on that subject. There is no law there for enfore-
mg the ownership 1o a horse, or n cow, orany other
property ; nor will there be any until the legislative au-
thority shall define the manner of protecting the rights of
propeity.

You may say that it is & right a1 common law—an in-
aliaabie nght ; but naked nights are good for nothing
| unless you have the power 1o enforce them, If your
| slave bids you defiance, and tells you | am as free S
| you, or il your neighbor takes your horse, or beats your
(person, or atherwise tramples upon your rights of per-
[son or of property, where is your remedy ! Where is
your eodrt ! where is your jury ! You have none. Yoo
might us well say that your rights did not exist ; for

there are no property rights, unless you can enforee 1hem

through the courts. A new community is going there,

Let them go there with the right that the majority shall
|determine what law they will Lave, whether it shall be
| slave or free 2 itehould be so. Wherever the people
|of the United States go, they ought to have the right io
(delermine their domestic institutions.  With this I shull
 be content wud abnudantly saushed. 1 could pot, | would

wuy ore voic for o lew ""ﬁu:?

toot,
thai I'woold vote for one that probibited it ;

"which will Tdw, but leave it lor the poople to determine
for themselves,

VW, wir, en puseent, one little reflection us 10 ultra,
exireme wbolitionism. | hope there is not mueh ol it

here, ltisalleged that all mea are ecreatod equal, and
the Declaration of Independence is referred to, 1o sustain

thal position. However uopopalar, or however displens-
g itmay be 10 the mass ol my flellow-citizens, | amr
constralued 10 dissent from say sach position or dogma.

It s not trae in lact; itis oot true in law ; it is not true
physiealiy, mentally, or morally, that all men are created
equal, I will not play apon the term of the creation of
rian Or babies. 1 will not say that men are not ereated.
But, sir, 1% it & tact? Il Mr. Jetferson had said, in bis
Declamtion of Independence, thut el men constituting
i.ul.:um- ol the body-pulitic ought 10 be equal, ought 10
e cqual polivieal nglis, there would have besn some-
thing like propriety and wisdom in it. Bot however
| egotistical or sbaurd it may appear in me to venture 1o
eantradiet or dispule the langunge of the Declaration of
ludependence, | proceed to do it fearlessly, 1 cannot, in
| the et place, beliave that Me. Jellerson ever intended
| to giee Uie meaning or force which in attempted pow 10
| be applied 1o this langusge when he said: * We hold
| these 1ruths to ba sell-evident, that all men are created

equal ™

{ 1 hold it to be.s aeli-evident lie, There iv no such
I thing.  Sir, tell me thal the imbeecile, the deformed,
| the weak, the blurred iutellect in man, is my equal,

wically, mentally, or morally, and you tell men e
| mie, wir, that the slave ia the Soath, who is born n

i

| slave, and with but little over one-hall the volume of
| brain that straches to the northern Eumrm race, is Lis

equal, and you tell me what is physically a falsshood.
| There s po truth moat it all.  Bot much more Come

| from the slave regi nd go 1o the (ree N(IIIJI-—‘B. il
I you will, 1o the States of lndinne, Obio, New York, or
| nny other Iroe Stale—and show me that the negro race, or
| the negro man, is upon an equality with the white man,
and you show me what does ool exist.  Sir, it is not true
| that even all persous of the same race are created equal
| But Mr. Jefferson puls no limit apon it. He does not

| may they have equal polincal nighis, or ouglt 10 have

I be bad waid that, there might knve been truth init ; bwt
when he saya ihey are all crealed equal, be sayn that for
wihich be canoot fnd an bhonest endorser in the world |

Siry you iell me (bat the native Alrican, vpon hia burnin
| wanus, wul in bis native wilderness, in my equal, and
| besiiate nol to hoot at the iden. Tell me that the sord
| ol the Autverat of Russin, kneeling at lus fest, and wil-
| ling 1o liek bia spittle, is my equal, and | scorn the asser-
| on.  He is not my equal.  Toere is no trath in the dees
Haration, Men wre not eqaal wentally, we all admit.
| Who are the cquals of the mighty lallan who recently
| had seats on thie floor ! Whao are the squals of Webster

(and Clay 2 Theelarion voice of e one, and the thonder
| tones of the nlh'h, at difleront tmes, made the welkin
| ring, and tarped the whole bluo areh ol heaven into one
tgreat bell, which toned to liberty as though stricken by
[ the e of God. Ace you the equals of thoss men !
| Chiere {8 0o color o truihin it (€ false—physically,
| mentally, and morally—falee in word, and false in form
| Naither do | belicve that Jelferson intended that sweh
| construction should be given 1o the language, E'J]Ill] m
what ! He does nol ;ay. Does be moan that ol men
{are socially equal ! Now, [ will demonstrate 1o you that
| there 1 no sueh (g a8 social equality.  Men may be
made politieally equal. 1t is possitie that their palitieal
rights may be placed upon a pur, but socinl and mental
| eqhality the God of Heavan alone controls. Men age not
| ahilce (i their mental orgrnization, of it their socinl feel
ings.

Are you tbe equal of ihe man who daily and nightly
Vwillows [0 the gutier, and voinits apon ail, and oan=
| seatow all who come into his presence ! Are you his
|equal? 1 you are, you are not mine. 1§ he s your
equul, you ioviee him o your table, and your parlor,

| sid make hitn the associaw aud compunion of your wife
and daughter, Have all meo that equality ! They bave
not with me, il they bave with yon, No, air; deny
tiui any wocinl equ-lu{; cin exist belween persons of op-
posite sucial habile. Yoo may, per foree of human lows,
make political equality ; but per loree af no buman law
ean you muke social eqaulity.  Men must bavo tenden.
cles, aptitudes, tastes, education, and atlinites alike, be-
lose they can bave thin pocial equality, Why, air, there
I one clies of men who would readily say that | was
ool on an equality wiih them.  The leatned divine, who
prates wll he time about catechisms and ereeds—about
whieh | koow nothing—would say st once that there
was no socinl equality between us, and | should be as
ready 1o admit 1t as be would. Again, there nre ather
clneses with which 1 wm oot willlag to admit & socisl
equality.  Flis language of Mr. Jellerson goes 1o one as
will ws 10 the other, Ii inoludes physical, menml,
moisl, social, and poliveal equality. Al men are cie-
afed egoal I | say thal in 0o one inslance ia (here any
color of trath in it. . Thete is neither montal, mJ.
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teul, social, nor politica! eyuality, 1o be found ainoug
mou not exist, Nuwf}nme ’ﬁltow will say that
s & bold mac, he cannot be popular at Lome, he

hwtlhl!? o democral, because be says we ure not
all wua“ll.m l“wﬂl vay l;:ihjm, ; 0 gﬂllw h llttc !;liu?r
. ou are his equal™  But ] speak whaut is
: ‘ spukthn Is the judgment of all men, I
dire l\.{ it, that uelther morally, muuml{,
y, physically, wor politieally, does equality
in any country on the earth, 1 cannot exist in the
re of things.
m!. It is not, therefore, a truism, as Jefferson put it
but it is fnlse in form and false in fact.  Sir, { will
not trouble nor detain you with the inequalitios which
Almighty created, especially under his own tieoctaey.
only goverament, except this—1 alwiysexcept this,
{or this is another government which he has taken under
his special care—but in olden times he made exceptions
himself as to the poliveal rights, ns well as the moral,
sical, and mental rights. He created a priesthood.
kings, and set them up over the peaple, with
different politival rights and powers, | speak what is His
reeorded and plainly-written will when 1 say there is
no such ting s equality mnﬁ men.
Now [ proceed 1o nofice another question which has
been raised and louched apon by the eenator from
te, [Mr, Evinerr,] and by the senator from Texue,

] Houston, ] tienlarly, and that is, the Indisn
%‘Zon mmdﬁ of 0 W 1 bear an
appeal made to my justice, my s ¥
my integrity, either in a pablic or a private capacity, 1 in-
quire whethier there is anything wrong, au whether 1
propose to do anythiog wrong. Now,inrelerence to the In-
dians, the honorable senator from Texas [Mr. Housron)
would make you believe that all the lndiuns upon the
North American continent ure 1o be annihilated by the or-
fnmn.uou of these Territoriea, Let me say to the gnnala—
or | need not say to the senutor—that almost all the ln-
dinna are south of this line, in the Indian country es-
pecially provided for them. The live does not cover an
acre nor a foot of the ground reserved to the tribes 1o
which be alivdes. They nre entirely without it so that
all his lamentations over the poor lndian, and the wrongs
and depredations committed by the whites upon him,
will fall upon my ear unheeded, and with no force what:
ever, The faith of treaties! hat trenties, [ ask you,
are'we about to violate ? ls there any color or shudow
ol truth in the allegations that we are nbout 1o violate
the plighted faith of the nation—ihat the trealies with
the different tribes of ladipns are here 10 be held for
nought, and trampled upon by wanton violence ? Sir,
there is nothing of it.  This bill expressly guards an
protects all the rights of the ladians, It js expressly
stipulated, sir, that they shall not be disturbed, in form
nof subsiance, in manver nor effect, 1l they consentdree-
ly to sell out their lands, and then the laws of the Uni-
ted States shall ba extended over them. Itis the merest
canting and whining in the world. Suppose | bad yes-
lerday given to the honorable senntor from Rhode
Island, [Mr. James,] who sits belore me, s warranty
deed for a plantation that | had, and bad sgreed to war-
rant wmd defend it to him forever.  [n olher words, suyp-
ru-g that 1 had trested with him, ws we treat with the
ndians, that they shall have this terri unmolested
forever, and that [ bad wartsoted it 1o him, his heirs
and assigns, lorever. The next year [ wish to hu¥ back
the old homestead, and [ go to him and say, ** My Iriend,
| wish to repurchase that property.” 1 go'to his attorney
to get the pupers made out; and will it do for the attor.
uey to say 1o my friend, ** Why, you have Pettiv's deed,
with lull covenants and wlrrnl{. in which hy has stipu-
lated never to disturh yoa; and can it be possible now
that he has come here d ling a repurchase ol this
propecty " Would be not reply at once, * No; he is
not seeking to disturb me; be has brought no ejeciment
against me; he has not forced or threatened me with ven-
geance unless | surrender; but he comea 1o me with his
money, and asks me, for ko mach money, to cancel these
covenants and reconvey 10 him i

Chat 18 precieely what we are doiog with these Indians ;
no more, nor no less.  'We teH them, upon the face o
the bill, thet their rights shall be protected, but that if
hey see fiL 1o reconvey we will enler into a new agres.
ment with them, Who, then, can Mﬂ:lhll this bill is u
violation of plighted faith and of pablic honor, and that it
sein treaties at defiance 2 One treaty holds between the
contrasting powers uatil they see fit mutnally 1o abrogate
iy, and no lunger.

I come now 10 arother pomnt of the argument. | ank,
is the Missoun Compromise a compact?! The senator
from Massachusetts [ Mr. Kvenert] says it is, and that
Mr. Webster o considered it. He says that Mr. Web-

himseli bas not crented them
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0. ‘That is what Mr. Webster meant (o thint
W 10 which e refatced 1a ettaia sad fxed. 1t is the
law which the Almighty himself bas laid dowo. It is, thit
the un.L and ils productions, or ils power to. produ
particulis productions—the climate, the latitude, the i
the heat, and gold—shall determine the line of dmﬂ
tion where slavery or may notgo, Iis goveroed,
and will be governed, by no arbitary law,
ew K to-day would have had as many slaves
: lina of Alllmuhhu il collon or rice grew
there as readily and s mul a8 at the Sauth.
pidity, and not philan {uﬂlnamd & course
:ﬁia Jh' North has pur - in r:ll&crua 1o thy ?u&
our squenmishness, ur or
blacks, which the few sentientalists of tbe Nosth bave
o T B i A drn et ov
er, il slave labor co ave
in ik len“ een pr ly employed
Sir, the Missouri Compromise was

legielation, which,

an original aet of
jerhaps, befitted the time. My pre-
decessors had the right 1o make thewr laws. I am now
on the stuge, and | ehull exercise my judgment and wy
right, so far s voice and my vole muy go. The
question is, does that law suit me now? 1 will not
presume to say that in the exigencies of the country at that
time it was not [ﬁll}pﬂ for the oceasion. t those
who framed it thought it Wi proper, appropriate, and
right, Tt % not for me 10 say whether it will suit in all

1o come. 1t is not for m 1o m&gﬁ\ﬁ
hay

national councils thirty years hence, when he shall haye
attained my age. I do not pretend 5} my action o bind
him. 1 act b':' the present generation, and judge for my-
sell, and for those for whom [ am deputed io act.

Mr. President, | come now tu a question which, but
for one thing personal to myself, [ mlgh;.uruhml bave
passed over entirely in this angument; is, the
?uuuun of the power of Congress over 1 erritories.

an glad that the venerable senator [rom [Mr.
Cass] is in his seat, for [ shall be compelled 1o turn to
and review some remarks which were made by him in
1850, The nﬂnutmn is, have Congress power 1o legialate
upon this and upon all other subjects in the 'l}aiiwrlui

y deetrine has uniformly been that we have the gnwer;
and, in my opinion, there can ba no deabt at all about it,
To say Iliat we have not the power is 1o deny and fal-
sify the very fiest prineiple ol acquisition, Reason tells
us that be who acquires, either by force or by purchase,
may, and of right must, govern his acquisition, The
power exisis heyond a doubt,

But the senator from Michigan did me the great honar,
while I was a private citizen m private life, to refer to
me in nol very complimeptary terms in 1850, the
2lat and 224 days of January of that year, when | was
entirély out of public life, with no public employmeat,
with no engagemenis here, but when T was al & distance
of o thousand miles from this ica. that senator, in_ug-
dertaking to maintain his position that there is no power
in Congress to legislate over the Territories, constituted

and [ my son, if ever he shall be honored with a

himself a eatechist, and me & catechumen, ce |
found his speech. | cama across it, and [ read it. Prior
ta that time | had never an aqnmiau,.ﬂ.nd 1ever an i

that I should reach the political elevation by which the

senator himeelf was honored with a seat oo this floor ;
but when | found myself thus catechised, thus atlacked,
and, | may say, thus attempted 1o be ridienled, T hailed it
as my star of destiny. From that moment 1 never had a
doubt that the senator and myself would live 1o meet fuce
to face here, and that I should have the gratifying oppor-
tunity of answering the questions whicg he put 10 me,
Sir, Lknew that destiny had provided that for me.
never doubted il. [ never hesitated in my
that so soon as & rmnc{g;
in the Senate of the Uni
and that the senator could not die and depast this life un.
til that time, )

fore I proceed to read from the senator's speech, al-.
law me to ‘preface by stating that his position is that
there is no power in this government over the Territories,
und, having once stated it, he must adhere to it.  Doctor
Sangrado-like, he has written a book, and though his
prescriptions and his practice kill everybody, he still
must adhere 1o them, becanse he has written a book. |
might, , compare the senalor's course to (hat of
a witness of whom n story is told, It s said that, by
aceident, in describiog a horee in court, u witness swors
that hie was sixieen feet bigh instead of eixteen hands
bigh. Being seminded of his error, but beivg assured
that he bad sworn the horse was sixteen feet ligh, he
said he was 0o cbangeling, aod what he had sworn to
once he would swear to again. [Laughwer) So, I
think, the senntor is on thisquestion.  Now, then, 1o the

it : lkbnaw
ould happen from my State
States, [ should be seot here,

ster, on the 7th of March, 1560, made the following dec- |extracts,  The senntor said :

laration : ** And = mowbor of this body, high in character nsa ju-
“ And | now say, sir, as the proposition upop which 1 | riat mnd as a s@iesnan, bas charneterized the differenco

stand this day, nnd upon the troth and firmness of whick | | betweon the power to | ovarnmants in the Terri-

intend 1o ast until it Is overthrown—""

You see, Mr. Webster had an idea himsell ihat it[uvw them, us n baudle of abaurditics
ing 1o the construction |
sella gives 1o it, there | thal senuiment.

might be overthrown ; b

ut, aecord
which the senator (rom N

| tarion and iha P rof

nited congrevsional logislation
1 take grear pleasure in saving that | rordially endorse
But bere | beg seaators to take a dis-

was 10 possibility of overthrowing it; and Mr. Webster | tinclion between power and the exercise of power. Yon

|# thus made 10 use language which Is absurd, and in. | bave ibe conguero’s rights and

upplicable in this connexion. Mr. Webster saye that bis
tion is, *that there s not at this moment within the
Jnited Siates n aingle foot ol land, the character of
which, m regerd 1o i1s being iree-soil territory or slave
territory, is not fixed by some luw, and soma irrepealable
law beyond the power of the action of the government,”
The senator from Massachusells interprets the language
of his iliustrious friend in & manoer that hampers and
conlracts his genios, and does him, as | think, in-
finite injustioe. The tor from Massachusells says,
“he meant, of course, to give Lo the Missouri restriction
the characler ol a compact which the government, in
good faith, could not repeal.” | nsk, could Mr. Web-
sler, il be were living, or can his shade and his mem-
ory now, that lie is dead, feel flurered by any sueh in-
terpretations of his languege? Sir, Mr, Webstor filled
my idea of & great man. He wasa great luwyer, o great
senator, & great Secretary of Stale, and in l{l the posi-
tions which he occupled while living, be was emphati-
cally grent. He had great thoughits and Inrge ideas; and
A5 he spoke, you eould almost see them siruggling with
each other to find escxpe from his generating and prolific
brwin  They were heavy, ponderous, and mlis;and
wherever they fell, though on the hardest material, they
seemed 10 muke indentations; and as they found utter-
ance (rom his lips, they were like ™apples of gold,”
charming, delighting, and convineing all who heard them
of their valae Such, ir, is my estimato of the groat
departed sintesman. | know the senator from Masaa-
chuseits would not do his memory injustice; but does
e not do it by the interpretation which be has given to
hin words ! {)_ui Mr, Webster suppose that the Mis-
souti Compromise, nn set of Congress, passed by our pre-
decessors, was irrépenlable by the power of this govern-
went ! Never, never ¢id Mr. Webster utter such an ab-
surdity, or harbar such a thought or such a belief. Mr,
Weobster knew too well what n compact was, and
whata law was, and what were their respective con-
stitwent parts,
A compnct v an agreemen! batween two or more per-

sons, who can agree, and do sgree, to abide by it, as a |

rile lor their netion, to do this, and 1o do that, and 1o do
the other, lor the non-performance of which a poit may
be brought or enforced, Between individuals your do-
mestie gollry establishes a tribunal to which they may
go for the vinlation or non-perf of a contraet or
comipaet. 1 a compacl between nations has been viola-
lated, the ultima ratio in provided. There is an appeal 1o
arme, the only court known to the laws of nations 1o
whioh nations can appeal 1o enforee the penalty for non-
compliance with compacts or contracts.  What is alaw,
as contradistinguished from a compact? It ia & com-
mand, an impetious order from the law-maker, com-
manding what s right, and Jorbidding that which is
wrong. We sit hers, and onr predecessors have sai
hiere, to make laws, ot compaeis and agr We
mmulml;d th;t hl;!.'u dnho,ll be hg‘ shall m;l beniu. The
people have delegated this authority to us for & given pe-
1ir~£ and they cannot reswne it until that pgrio& Is oyer.
There is, then, no eolor of similarity between this law
und w compaer. 1f it be n compaot, who wers the con-
tracting parties ! Why, the North and ihe South, it s
waid hat is not so; for here we of the Norih and
wi of the South form bat one government, with ona
President, with one Senate, with one House of Repre-
sontalives ; and we represent, as such, but one eonstitu-
ent body, nod wol two or thres, coming together to har-
ize, by P e difh rights.  Mr.
then, never intended to ntter soch an ides as 1hat the
Missouri Compromise, an 1 s called, was an irropealable
o 1.
Then you may ask me what did Mr. Webster mean !
far it j& not to by presumed that & man of his great intel-
Toet would bave usod such an expression as that which

the from ! guotes without wome
T interpre whicl has been given to his
wards by the senator from Massachusetts | have shown

1o be atterly without foundation, and without reason.
Then what did Mr. Webster mean ! He mennt 1o say
thist that bighee law—notthe law which the senstor from
New York [Mr. Sewaan] ones ﬁh of, but that higher
law which ales nil our destinies and all manageabie
thinga~=had irrevocubly stamped npon this country that
it whould be free ; had  irrevocably fixed th

whieh alavery migh

| #yo can reach

wers over conguered
territory, bul it may not always be the part of wisdom to
vxetcise them.  You bave the power to build this mighty
temple, this Capitol of ours, and to line it with gold, if
ou will ; but would it be the part of wisdom, or of pru-
eoee, of propriety, 10 do so ! The senator procesds :

“While a representative from Indiana, 1o the neighbor-

lug ball, with a courage that almost redecms him from (he
consare”—
from the infamy, he might as well have said-—
“which snoh & sentiment oannot bat insplre in an Ameri-
says ‘that this government could establish a
despotiem in any of its Territories, beyond s doubt; this
government couid seil them iuto savery, 11 it plonsed " "

The seontor quotes the language which [ used in an-
swer to an inquiry from a man—1 bardly know how to
describe him—Mr. Venable, of Noribh Carolina. The
senator continues :

“Boi with commendabie chariy"—

he is taking it off a little now—
“he provides n specifio for the wonnd he infliots, by as
suring as there is ne danger. 1t would be prepostorous to
tuppose there was, for thers s a great diference beiwooa
the possession snd the exercise uf power."

He quotes what [ snid when a member of the Honse,
and continues :

“Where he learnad this lesson, that there ip no danger aof
tit nbuse of power, | protess my lnability to tell. Trism
doetrine better suitod to the Nava than 1o the Wabash

Sir, let me #2y 10 that seoator that the Wabash is a
large, pellucid, and uonrufiled siream. In its neighbor-
hood thete are large prairies, e:landin‘l furtber thun the

There are the large, gigantic mountain
or hill pake, which have for centusies bid defiance Lo
the storms of heaven, There are large qhm.lluml. and
all things are built upon a large seale. It would not he
strange, then, thus surrounded, that (ke Wabash shoald
have an inbabitant with large, enlightened, and improved

ebater, | 4

idens.  Sir, the fmnpla inf the valley of the Wabas
upon nature in sl i largest developments; and it wou
| be strange if nmture there did not Fwd““ one son cor-
responding 1o her external developments. Physieally
shie hae prodoced one [lavehter] lull;i‘u large as the one
roduced in Michigan. [Renewed laughter.] But, sir,
pass to anather part of the senatot’s speech :
It in pot necsssary to make oxtrpts from  varions
speeches o show bow prevalont s this opinion n.f ihe om=
nipotent power of Congrees aver the Territories

w0 edition as trey fursial U subscribers fur, gratis,

T bonnd in our wovereign capneity, be

40 OUR SUBSCRIBERS

e pAme b antarnd mn. wnjess 1h
O st u.ﬂ?.b"?..“' ¥
: - s S, G B o
mm-hpﬁwnmhnmﬁmgun
UIII-rd‘- . : s .
.3!- ‘-:amt tHoweekly duriog tho red-
| Bulscriptions for & period lese than s yoar wili by received on
”mhmdm- intes, s 7
POSTMASTERS are suthorizod 10 64 &s vur agents [ 584, b
...a..-m..m#"~ :ni:tr losed | ox
“WEEKLY %, wit losed , or rive WIRKLY
Bacribors, with §10 enclosed, will bo entided & oo copy of the

s o 2. B g2 s
R R R
T e YR
rovision thi Mlhdurm;h :“Hﬂﬁlgl' an therg 1s

ations’ for its government. @ que trust hy
power over the fund ; the frusien ‘eontrols i,
The senutor further smd io regard (o me Ly
* A meinl { the othes House, whose zeal cortainl
outstilpped L ':iln.i.-m u‘rhouill:a sadid, In quotin Mppl:i‘:
low nions, that *he had a‘g'ml-mu 0_3;“9 ]
s ‘as uny other wathority,” and | mwn.ut
but woll the vxumple of the cours tn whioh it way the
regular nud every duy practics 1o oue thole own degislons,’
, At he ebould ha able w

declared also, quit ez
show," &

The senator did not say what Iead I shoald be able
to show, but [ remember 1. It was that this government
bad unlimited power over the Territories

—* that thase six artlelos of e ordibance wers forever
binding, anless nl mutoal consent ; nnd that bo one
I dndinna bad ever been  *uiliy enongh' = doube the va-
Hdity of tho ordinnnes.’ FRES
The senator took it very hawd hecause 1 intimated |
:;:n . of & m;n. ll:"rgli:hl‘mh-;:miiq dinn

o eilly enoug| W] #tppose (U
the tudi ;

of 1797 were nat obligal __
r,muma.u:itm wvmggx E5

1e peot i In-
5impu:rer entertained a doabit ut:n that gubject, 1 shal
show the senator, in answer to the questions put e, that

there is no such power. Tho senalor continnes ;. '
** 1L ke nob the validity of the grdivmnco werre now seelks
(og as an ordinnry st of logalston, bat b levielability ‘er
perpetual obligation.” / 5

I sy it is perpetual in ita obligation, ualess by mutual
consent, l:‘: nol say it s iaviolable, lor bolh parties
way consent o its repeal.
“Th ke, found: sitf | differs
bt :h;p’:;n;f:%w s lwa jreapes l:}fl'l ant f!f’l L1 ¢
Ithink [ bave not, but I think He hus 1 have not
enid that the ordinance was inviolihle sl frrepealable,
but I bave said that it wae a coptraet that conld

#u d by the two goverameats—>state and na-
tioual,  But, &awi%lhe‘ q&uemou ol proptiety on m
part of a senator of high standing, his u!l_ldlntbn. ;
roli_ position—for whose elevatiou ! & and
argely, n the
e 1

I had nf,
and loudly lnbored herelnlme—-—utmdi_ngﬁ'
Senate of the Upited States, of putting questions 1o
dividual in private iife, upon the bauks of the Wa
“not of the Neva,” 1 say 12 Lim that bhive come
bere to-day to answer hia questions.  He procesds :

Y Let me wsk bim il woy one i ludlege aver doubled
the power of the people of thut Siaw 1o avsemble in con-
ventiun, and 10 intrmﬁlun slavery these, A0 they plessed T
To nbolish the Ettgia!'sh comon  liw, and substituie the
code Nupoleon, or Lonlsinon code, ar even the condwme
de Paris, which vt ove time was the lnw ol a part of Indi-
nna, or change the namres of ball for ofeaces, or find a
Leter remedy for the preseevation of peeonal liberty than
the weit of babeas corpus P—all which ne dealared by the
ordinauce to bo lorever waaliorable, but by comnon sons
seni, ot, in_ pther words, they w0 qubstions of intermal
poltoy, which the puglple ars 1ot pove rolgn snongl o towch
without the gonsent of Can, ¥

Yes, sir, | can gay to Yo seonator thpt no mao in Indis
ang ever believed (hat such u thing could be done, and I
shall show that not anly were we bound by the terms of
the gettlement not W introduce sluvery there, but we were
we were admit-
uatlig

ted into this Union, 10 adopt & constitiution per| s
e

and embalming forever the onlinance of 1757
seqalor pr 1
“I had supposed, till aow, that the new Stutes were ud-
muitted into the Ualon on *an equal footing with the erginal
Sates, in all renpeets wimever " B

1 will xtop here and turn cutechist, und make the senn-
tor from Miehigan my eatechumen ; and 1 wish to know
bow and where, and by what learning and by what ‘an-
Uwr.lz.'_thn senittor thought that the new States 1o,
be ittt upan an equal footing with the nal
States ! How came he (o enlertain any ar
iden? Not from ihe constitution, which he reve
ences and worghipe, which he 20 ably (in his own
estimation) exponnds. Not there, but from the ordinance
of 1757, Luere is the Gret place, and that was the firat lime,
where it was sver stipulated that the new Siates shoald
come in on an eqaal tooting with the ariginal States. Thore,
10 that very instrument, which he atirmed in one instance
and denied in the otber, is das plirase to be found. 1f you
can repeal and abrogate the ordinance as to one thing,
why not as to another 2 1l i‘ou are bound to admit new
Stales on an equal looling with the original States under
thal ordinance, must you not sostuin the remainder of |
ordinance on the same ground! Al must stand or fa
together. No anviaiun ol the kind is 1o be found in
coustitubivn.  Nothing is there spid about admittiog new
States on an equal footing with the onginal Siates, The
only provision of the constitution upon the subjeet is,
that Congress shell have power 10 adnil new

The provision that they should come in on an equal
footing with the original States is found in the ordi-
nance of 1787, [grant you that (he ordinance is obliga.
tory and binding in this respecl; that it was then, is
now, aud | trust will ever be, for | am satisfied that on
this ;;nint there will be no such thing s muteal con-
sent, for no State coming into 1h's Unjon will bhe williog
to b shorn of her political equality.
that be, who, in a free eountry, coder o fres government,
seeks more rights and privilegc- han is common to all
his fellow-cl 2o, 18 & thiel and o robber, and, ha who
tamely submits 1o be Bhorn of b equality 1s a coward
and a craven. [ have no [sar iuel aoy Slate will eyer
submit to be shorn of s politieal equality when coming
into this Union, .
But what did the provision’ mean that thenew States

ore lel me say

should come in upos an cquul m““:'_f with the origival
States ! Did that mean hat they should have the same
political internal poliey # 1t w1 ply mesut that when ad-
mitted they should have the «ane political power, repre-
sentation, and ioflusnce as the other States had in thie

overnment ; that they sbould be adantied into the
aniuu upon the same fooling, with the same political
powers, rights, and Juties which the other States had
with referenice to this government, and in this govern-
ment, as constituent parts of it, and not as States st bome
| wish, however, to read the remdoe of the senatot’s re-
marks on this point :
“ But if this doottine. of the parpotaal obligation of this
ordinnnoe be correot, the new Siates and the old Srates oo-
supy very ditlerent positions, indeed, and the powers of
the lattor nre mueh greater than those of the former. Asa
cliimen of the Northwest, 1 object, toto eals, to this humilia-
tnyg difference, nod | doabt 1 ihe geutieman will flad many
gonveris 1 his opinion ln bis own Sive,"

Now, if the senstor abjests to this, he alijects ia vain.
I this is @ political inequality, let me tell bim that neith-
er his own Stte of Michigan, nor any new State in
whieh public lnnda lie, except Texas, hus begn, or ever
will be, admitted on an equal fooling with the original
States. If thers s o A thing more than another
which pertaing to sovers Tn!;. it is the disposition of the
woil within the boundsor Limiis of & sovereignty, W

s your sovereignly over your soili Have an nny in
Mieh ! Have you any in ndiane—in Ohio—or in
any other of the Staies lormed ont of the North
Territory!  They ought to have had their soyrs: '
over their lands, but they hiave not got it a

No; for all men who had ever wtudied or
upon the sabjeet, and bad not, Sangrado-like, been com-
mitted to his doctrine and theory, would at once have
yiolded. There was a uniformity, the senntor admits,
inthe opinion.  He proceeda :

“] have already mierced to tho declwration ihat they
may b sold into slavery ;"

That is what 1 said, and 1 will satabiish it before | am
through, if | have not doge it alrendy—

—*and though this position ia the legitimata consequence
of the dootrine of salimited jorisdiotion, still thern are few
whio would e boidly follow it o s just conolosion.™

Yo, sir, it is @ * just conclusion,” and | am bold
enough 10 speak the trath, and the convictions of my
judgment, anywhere and everywhere,

“There s, however, so litils diversity of viows upon the

aestion ielf, that nothing would ke gained by reference
o Individunl spoakars, where the gencral deductions are
the same."

Yes, sir, the goneral deductions of learning, and pru-
dence, and reason, in the absence of Sangrados, sommit-
ted upon ihe subject, are the same, and there ¢an be no
diversity of opinion vpon it

The senator also quotes from my speech a sentence
whieh ho iders as very objectiooable. 1t was this, |

waid:
wrowth of a Swte,
tes wn&ﬁdﬁ

" The government of the United
hatance, 1o say
ol

for the grant parpose ol maturiag the
that ltﬁolngl of the Umun!l Hea
truat

[& it objectionable, in form or in s
the governthent of the United Sta
this property, and that the people of

" o
t go, and thoss to which it mﬂm the cestwi

que trust, for whose benefit the trust is

e, mrdin, to the view of the senator, they aut ﬁ.

4 |beon admitted on an equal footing with the o« L
States, ’
Where, also, is Lhe navi K

vigniion of your rivers ?
at the Ohio; look at the Wﬂluh ; look atthe 5t Mary'
look at the llinows, and the Mississippi, whioh, by tha
ordinnnes, were decinred tobe porpetunlly preserved for
whlichhﬁwm Has that drdinance ever been set !
Do not your conrts now unilormly hold that the ordi-
nanea is binding and obligatory in that respect ? R:
court of fadiana has repeatedly decided it
federal conrt, sitting at [ndanapolis this winter, has de-
cided that the gWa h'ui::“ uﬁm‘ be ::&Nd m
vigation by State authotity. The case cams up dirert:
E: '.: hrlzd:z. writh a draw n it, was built oru‘rha Wi

bash at ‘Cerre Hante by a bridge crmlﬁll\!‘. under the ag.
thority nl the State of India The propr ol &
m{ut running on the river did not ses fit 1o

diaw ; but, as the beldge was a light one, ki
2?&&»@'&“ ity and dk&mnkul_ dowa thres or
four of the are g:nwmr wiied the
idge company is steamboat,

against . What-was the resuli? The
eourt, sitting at [ndianapolia this winter, rendersd jadg-
ment [or the mm::lu proprietor, huc;ltin lhbn bridig 3:'1
obatructed a navigable river—one made »0 by 0o ot
means than by I.ll‘l ordinanes of 1747—and hey reluned
ey o o) ey S
were " . »
authoritios on this sabject, w 1

ir, | have var
uu‘i'pr‘ui‘;l.; il 1 beg leave to may here, that .:x
are

couras or my opinions are aubject to the consure of,
the tﬂt Amesiea l,
o allowed :: mn ﬂ::am-

are ubhorrent
erelore ous, | \
imnt, and retort that I bink that the views
of the senator have, from il own weakness, sunk to




