
ST. CEOIX.
Causes Which. Led to the

Recent Outbreak.

EVILS OF T1 EX'STIIG LABOR SYSTEM

Thirty Years of a Freedom Little
Better than Slavery,

WHAT HAS FOLLOWED EMANCIPATION.

Business Interests of the Isl¬
and. Paralyzed.

ADDITIONAL TROUBLE FEARED.

St. Thomas, Nov. 31, 1878.
The beantiful island of St. Croix. so recently

.rendered desolate by the torch of the incendiary
black laborers, is quiet on the snrfwo, bnt the
causes which ltd to the trouble have not been re¬

moved, anil there is plenty of evidence that a very
bad feeliug still exists, which, if not allayed, may
lead to a repetition of the horrors already experienced."
Since its occurrence there have been many specula¬
tions as to the cause of the outbreak, and any num¬

ber of theories have been advanced by those who have
taken only the most superficial view of it. These
theories hare been but little better than ridiculous,
and show bow wilfully Mind men are

to the wrongs of any system by whieh they prosper.
The outbreak was in fact nothing more than a servile
Insurrection by men who have been practically
Slaves under the so-called "provisional" labor law
which has been in existence for thirty years, and
from which all the disadvantages of slavery have
accrued to the laborer and none of the advantages.
While it lias been and is still admitted that labor
laws or vagabond acts of a stringent character have
been found necessary in all those islands where
¦lavery formerly existed, yet experience has clearly
ahown that good results have followed them only
as kind treatment and a fair remuneration have been
accorded the laborer.

DIFFERENT LABOB SYSTEMS.

In Jamaica the seutimentalisin which had its origin
St the time of Wilberforce prevented the enactment
of any laws for the regulation of the manumitted
blacks, and so they were left to their own inclina¬
tions, whieh were to bask in the sun and eat the
spontaneous products of nature, and as the result
that once beautiful and thrifty island became little
better than a desert. In Martinique the Vagabond
law enacted by the French following emancipation
in 1848 kept the negro at work, while
having respect to his freedom as a man and the pleas¬
ures of his semi-barbarous nature, and giving a fair
remuneration. The result, as is known, has been one
of entire satisfaction to the employer and the em¬

ployed, and Martinique is one of the most prosperous
Islands under the sun. I refer to these cases as they
constitute the two extremes in the treatment of the
labor question following tbe abolition of slavery.

LABOB IH ST. CT.OIX.

Tbe Labor act of tit. Croix.had enough in ltaelf
Ondjiaturally made worse by the greed of the planter
and the natural sympathy of the magistrate for those
of his race, the men with whom they arc on terms of
.oeial intercourse and oftentimes of intimate friend¬
ship.was enacted as a provisional measure more
than thirty years ago. The subject of its repeal
has been repeatedly broached by the Danish govern¬
ment, but so strong lias been the opposition
nothing has been done. The planter thrived under it
and was enabled to meet the demands upon him made
by tbe government, while the only persons who suf¬
fered were "the toiling blacks, for whom no one par¬
ticularly can-d, and so the law remained on the
statute book. Some years since a commission was

»ppointed to revise the act. and after a lengthy
Investigation it was concluded to forbid the issuing
»f rum as a ration to the negroes. I have copied the
act from the statute book, and present it below as

the. cause of the recent outbreak. Some little in¬
justice, fancied or real, may have precipitated it, but
tbe recent work of destruction in tit. Croix was but the
natural result of long y.-ars of extortion and suffering
eudured by the blacks at the hands of their white em¬

ployers. That their revenge was terrible, that in a

few short hours they destroyed far more than the ac¬

cumulations from th<-ir labors during the thirty years
Of the system of which they complain, may be seen

from the a ompanying map, which will show tbe
txtent and details of the destruction at a glan< e.

THE LABOR ACT.

The following is I be text of the Labor a~t:.
^txioxal Act to regaltte the relatione between

the proprietor* of landed estates and rural popu¬
lation of froe laborer*.

floiTxaaiHT Borax, 8t. enrttx, Jan. %>, l*tf>.
h\ru .All engagement* of laborer*. now domiciled

on landed estate* and receiving wages in money or in
kind for cultivating and working such e*tat«-s, are t<>
be continued ae directed by the ordinance of July 2»,
1X4H, until the l»t day of October of the present
year, and ail similar engagement* shall iu future Ihi
made, or ahall be considered as having Is t n made,
for a term of twelve mouth*.viz., from the 1st
October to the 1st October, year site- year. Engngn-
me.nta made by hea.lv of familr v are to include their
children between five an l fifteen years of age. ami
other relative* depending on the La and staying with
them.
.Seeond.No laborer shall 1>« discharged or <li*m*s<w d

from or ahall be permitted to dissolve bis or iter
engagement before the expiration of the same on the
let ot October of the proseat or of any following
year, uxcept in the ltwteacee hereafter enumerated:.

A. By mutual agreement of master and laborer be¬
fore a mag vtrate.

B. By order of a magistrate on lust and equitable
Cause being shown by 'hoparties interested.

begat marriage and the natural tie between mother*
Mid tiieir children shall l»e deemed hy the magistrate
Just and legal cause. of removal from one estate to
another, file hnsbaad shad have a right to b re-
moved to hia wife, the wile to her husband, and chip
torn Malar fifteen yean of age to th'-ir moth, r, pro-
Tiding no cbjectiou to employing auch individuate
ahall be made by the owner of the . state to which the I
removal is to take place.
rWwt No engagement of a hbswr in future shall

be lawful luilovc. ma te m the »r> sonce of witness, s
Mm! entered In the day book ot the estate.

xcrricx to ucrt.
/WVA.Notice to quit iiervioe shall Ik- given to the

aniployer as well as to the lab- r< i at no other pertod
but or,r« a yssr. In the month of August, tot before
the first, oot after the last day of said month. An
an'ry thcreoT, «hall l»-. oale in Ute day book and
an acknowledgement to writing shall be given to lh»
laborer, fhe luborar ahall Have given or re-reived
It-gal notice of removal front tin *ta-< when ho
a. rves before any on. i an «ngag» hi* services, other-
wise the m-ir contract to !>¦ void and the party etigrg-
ing lu laiupcriug with a laborer employ l by other*
will be dealt with a-« uninig to law. In cap# any
owner or uiauager oi *n state slmtild dismiss a hv-
bor>-r during the r.-ar wtthorti mttnct.-ut cause, or
should refuse to r<-c..ive him at the time stipulated,
or refuse to grant him a passport When due notice ot
retuovnl liar lieen given, the owner or manager h. to
pay full damage t¦> the laborer and to tic sentenced to
a lln. not exceeding fjt i.

jy>A.Laborers cmplovwl or rated a< first, second
or third class labor Ts s'nall perform all the work lu
the ib id or iboii* it. won i otherwiseconecraMg
Ihe estate Which it hiUu rlo has !>.. n cu* Solitary lor
such laborer* to perform. >¦> laborer shall pn -u> m
to dictate wlut work be . r tile shall do,
or refines the work he i* order 1 to perform, utiles*
exprcsaly engaged for totae partieiuar work only,
ll a laisuer thinks hiius. If aggrieve I lie aiiall not
therciore leave the work, btl- ladltr tlOM ..pply to
the owner ot the estate or to the inaglatrati. It is
the dnty of tin i*ls»r«r on all .uieasions undiitall
t.nns to protect the property of his employer, to pre¬
vent mischief to Hi tale, I apprehend evil *

and not I i givu count, nance to or conceal unlaw :ul
pi its-11. > a.

¦OCRS ot WOt XIJ.O.
.S'lrfd.The working day- to be as usual, only five

4*)* in the week, and Ua sunn- day* a* hitherto.
Trie oribnurj work of estates is to begin at sunrise
aud to be II i...in d al sunset cv- ry day, leaving an

hour for brenkf.-e1 aud two houra at noon, Iro.u
lw< )lv< to two o'clock. 1 lant' ra who prefer to begin
work al hi vsji o'clis-k in lh. morning, finking no

¦epafhte frreahttot tttno, me at lil«-rl> I wlopi lb'*
plsn. The Isle-!';s ill b« pre n! in din-flu, it
th place wher II yat. W " tl list f» called
and (Br weft d .-¦! ;.ri .... vfftlot not aiirtWCf
tb list " In ti idle I " o lab
,Vem//e~ So thluw ill:, ot | r»s II wood shall I its ex

acted during extra h mis, ail format ugit»-meut# to
the contrary tiotwiihsl uiding, lint during crop the
.laborers ore expected to bring home a bundhi ot long

NEGRO INSURRECTION AT ST. CROIX, W. I.

Map of the Island, Showing the Names and Positions of the Burnt Estates, and the Chief
Towns, Christiansted and Frederiksted. .

ggjiilBlpp

SUGAR ESTATES BURNT # STOCK ESTATES BURNT

The Island of St. Croix, or San'a Cruz, a Danish

West India colony, and the scene of the recent insur¬

rection of the negro laborers and destruction of a vast

amount of property by incendiary tires, is the largest
.ud most southern of the Virgin group of islands dial

lie to the south and east of the Antilles. St. Croix lies

about sixty-live miles east-southeast from the Spanish
island of Porto Itico, and iu latitude 17 deg. 42 in in.

north and in longitude 04 deg. 4M min. west.

The length of the islsnd. about twenty-flve miles, lies

east and west, and it varies in breadth from two to

six miles, the narrowest part being at the eastern end.

The area is about eighty-fonr square miles and the

population about twenty-four thousand. Except the

low range of hills that lie al<<ng and parallel

tops from the field were they are at work. Uartiaen
and crook people, when breaking off, shall attend
properly to their stock as usual.
Euthlh.During crop the mill gang, crook gang,

boilermeu, firemen, stillmen and any other person em¬
ployed al>out the mill and the boiling house shall con-
tiuue their work during breakfast ami noon hours as

hitherto usual, anil the liollermen, firemen, niegass
carriers, Arc., also during evening hours attcr sunset,
when required, but all workmen employed as afore¬
said shall tie pnfd an extra remuneration for the work
done bv them In extra hours. The boiltng house is
to be cleared, the mill to be washed down and the
niegass to be swept np before the laborers leave work,
as hitherto usual.

REMUNERATION TO HE PAID.
AirUK.The laborers are to receive, until otherwise

ordered, tin- following remuneration
A. The use of a house or dwelling, rooms for

themselves and their children, to be built and repaired
by the estate., but to be kept in proper order by the
laborers.

B. The use of a piece of provision ground thirty
feet square as usual for every first and second class
laborer, or if it be standing ground up to nftv feet in
square. Third class laborers are Dot entitled to but
may bo allowed some provision ground.

C. Weekly wages at the rate of fifteen cents to every
first ciass laborer, of ten cents to every second class
laborer and of five cents to every third class laborer
for every working day. When the usual allowance of
meal and herring* has been agn-rd in part of wages
full weekly allowance shall Ik- taken for live tents
per day or twenty-five rents per wiek. Nurses loa-
itig two hours every working cay shall be paid at the
rate of four full working days in the week. The
wages of minors to be paid as usual to their parents
or to the person iu charge of them.
Laborers not cailtng at pay time personally or by

another amhorl»d arc to watt till next pay dor, un¬
less they wen: prevented by working for the estate.
No attachment of wages for private- debts to be al¬
lowed nor more than two-thirds to lie deducted for
debts to the estate unless otherwise ordered by the
magistrate. Extra provisions iKvasioualiy given
during the'ordiuary working hours are not to Iks
claimed as a right nor to Ik- bargalnod^for.
7Vn/A.Work in extra hours during crop is to be

paid for as follows:.To the mill gang and crook
gang for working through the breakfast hour, one
stiver, and for working through noon, two stivers per
day. (Value of the stiver is, ray, one and onc-tlnrd
cents.)
Extra provision is not to Ik- given except at the

option of the laborer in place of the money or a part
of it. The boilernien, firemen and mega** carriers
are to receive for all days when the boiling is carried
on until late hours a maximum pay of twenty cents
per day. No bargaining for extra pay by the hour Is
pcrmit'od. Lab >n-rs working such extra hours only
by turns are not to have additional payment.

tradesmen's wacea.
F.lrrmth.Trade*men uu estates are considered m

engaged to p«rf"rui the same work a* hitherto usual,
assisting iii the field, carting. potting sugar, Ac.
They shall be rated us first, second anil third class
laborers, according to their proficiency. Where no
definite terms have tx-cii aim-'- i to previously the
wage* of first class tradesmen having full work iu
their traili are to be twenty rent* j> -r day. So
tradesmen allowed to k> ep apprentices without the
consent of the owner of the estate, sneb apprentices
to !». lsiund for no b-ss than three years, and not to
be removed without the permission of the magis¬
trate.

IAT JOIl KXTRA LABOR.
Trvlfiit.No lal orer is obliged to work on Sunday,

but if they choose to work t< r hire it if proper thai
they should give their OWH estate the preference. Kor
a frill day's work on Hitordny there chill not be asko 1
fof nor given mere than twenty cent* to a first class
laborer. thirteen cents to a second e|«s* ial*jrer,
aeven centa to a third cla:-s laborer. Work on Satur¬
day may be ordered by the magistral- a* u punish-
luent to the laborer for having aimi nf< d himself from
labor during tie seek for one day or more and for
having been idle during the week, and then the la¬
borer shall not rei eive more than Ids usual pay for a
eomuiuU da.v A work. *

Tkirttnit*.All the male laborers, tradesmen in¬
cluded, above eighteen years of ago, working on an
c«ut" are bound to take the usual night wat-h bv
turns; but only once in ten days, mtmti trtlfrl given
before noon t-i break off from Work in the afternoon
with the nurses, and to cone to work iie\t day at
eight o'clock Likewise ttic mal laborer* ore bound
once a month >n witnday* and holidays to take
the day watch »t-<iut the yard and to act as pasturn
lin g <>n receiving pay for a weekday's work.
A laborer appointed to take watch and not attend¬

ing, another is to he hired In hi- place and ut id* ei-

ponao, not, however, to vi id lift'-. n centa.
fD>n rou not woluttvn.

F'fiirhr.ntA.laborers wilfully abstaining feom
work on a working day klw to forfeit their wages for
the day and will have to pay over and above the tor-
leit a fine which cau Is iawtully deducted in tlieir
wages of Mvctt centa for a firstcla-e: laborer, five
cents for a second id ass tsbon-r and two cents for a
third' lass laborer, i.aljorer* abstaining from work
for a half day or breaking o3 bttore being diimissed,
to forfeit th- ir wages for one day. LsbofUrs not
coming to work in iluo tlra t# foriett half a day s

wages. Parents keeping their cbildr -u from work
shall Is flucd instead or the children.
No charge of house rent is t-> 1>tt a le m future on

account ot absence troui work or ii i thi Saturday.
Laborers wilfully abataluing fro;, work for two or
more days 4ufing tbe week, or habitually absenting
themsel .es, or working bn 11 y and lazily, shall b-i
putihdl< d as the cas< merits on coiuplaiMts to th.:
magistrate.
.Virfcort.Laborers aeaanlting person* in authority

on the estate Will bo puntehed is eordlUg to law.
CAR*. If I1K ***.

ffcrcnlceutt.Cntil measures can he adopted for
securing medical attendant¦ to the laborer* and 'or.
regulating tb treatment ot the afck and infirm it is
Ordered as oillows..lll/lrm pers<Uis shail be mailI-
talinsi on the estates and attended to by their rela¬
tives. Parents or children of such iurlrm prisons
shall not n move from the mrtab, leaving tliem
behind, without nt >klng provision for them.
XighU,tilh.A laborer reported sick and found ab-

sont without leave or Occupied with work requiring
health sit ill be considered wilftUlynbsent from work.
Tic laborer must prove illm e< by medical certificate.

,Yi wteei'tA.flsgmtit women urn at I'berty to work
wit the mWiiM gang, utio when routined llofto lie
called on to work tor seven week* «lbt confinement.
Voimg children ball l>« ift d and a'tende i to during

the hour* oi work at some proper place at the cost of
the estate.
yvwafMA It is the duty of the manager to report

to the pulley any contagious or suspicious cans -of
iUnesa or death.

ofjtr.RU. rnOVMloN'S.
J"s'-w<V-/r.-tt.'Th< d.-tv r ot foremrn of (he twtatn

is to r-icv-' in wages «< ,*) monthly,if no other
b rm havn !...« ii agreed ttpv n.

f, ~n>, t, ritn-1 >o 's allawtal Without til"
cspu-tal permission of th- iiisBSg -r. to i,-or -prist'
Wood, grass, ffig bibles, irulf. Mid lid like I).-|oii:;ieg
to iheostat., nor to appropria .i such pia-dntr trotii
Other rotate*, nor to cut. i-an<w wit to hurn cbarrwh
lkflllia iftOb Of attoil often, ¦« may b.- ponishud by
Ones or linprisotunent ^tth hard labor. The ponisca-

to tlia northern shore the island is

nearly level, but it has numerous streams
ami is considered a well watered area.

The soil is extremely fcrtilo and adapted to the rais¬

ing ot all kinds of tropical crops, but chiefly to sugar
and coffee. At times, however, droughts cense

the complete parching of tlie soil and the fail¬

ure of crops; but this calamity is hot of fre¬

quent occurrence. About half the cultivable area

is tinder sugar cane, the other half being devoted to

ordinary food crops, grazing tracts, or made up of

waste patches. Except to natives and acclimated
whites the climate of St. Croix is unwholesome at all

seasons. Hurricanes of extraordinary violence are

yearly experienced, and earthquakes are not unfre-

sion of such articles not satisfactorily accounted for
shall be sufficient evidence of unlawful acquisition.
Tvmiy-Utird.All agreements contrary to the above

rules are to be null and void, and owners and man¬

agers of estates convicted of any practice tending wil¬
fully to counteract or avoid these rules, by direct or

indirect means, shall be subject to a line n it exceed¬
ing *'.>00. P. HANSEN'.
Governor General of the Danish West India Islands,

praanrr condition op Tint isi.vxn.

The evil effects of the outbreak liavo not ended
with the destruction of the estates. The manufac¬
turing and agricultural interests of tho island are

paralyzed by the want of confidence resulting from a

knowledge of the fact that the cause of the trouble
still remains and may, and not unlikely will, lead to
further troubles. Men sit despairing amid the ruins of
their estates, seeing no way to recover from their
losses. The nogroos.and they are comparatively'
few.who are willing to work for the wages pre¬
scribed by law are natnrally * regarded with

suspicion, fears being entertained that they only
seek an opportunity for revenge or additional
destruction. The course which has been pursued
in suppressing the insurrection and punishing the

insurgents has not been characterized by wisdom.
It has had the effect of practically establishing a color
line, placing every ni-gro in antagonism to the whites.
It has resolved itself into a war of races, in which the

governing class arc only protected by their arms, of
which tho negroes are entirely destitute. The
latter are peaceful for the time because they
.re powerless, but there are not wanting evi¬
dences of the feeling which controls them.
Only last week a negry who had been instrumental
in saving property belonging to Mr. Kintaino. the
planter who was killed at the post, was murdered in
his house, and this is bnt a sample of what is occur¬

ring. What the end 1h to be no one can tell. In the

present condition of affairs it is evident no attempt
will be math- to conciliate the laborers and, without
this, only the strong urni of military power and the
practical rc-establishment of slavery can induce them
to return to their work. Meantime, business is pros¬
trated and no attempt is being made to restore tho
destroyed estates.'

DEFENDING A DIPLOMAT.

A UNITED HTATKB OONHUL REPLIES TO AN AT¬
TACK ON A UNITED STATES MINISTER.NOT
TBR MEANEST MAN IN UIO.THE UPHOLSTERY
OF OUR MINISTER TO 11KAZIL.

The following correspondence, togelbar with the
original document* which follow, lias been received
from Rio Ommln do Hnl, in Ilrar.il. The letters will
explain themselves:.

Seal of the Consulate i
|of the I'nlted States?
at Rio Grande do Hnl.)

TTsm:n State' Consulate, 1
Rio Ghanof. no six. lira/.U, Oct.!), 1878.)

To the Editor ok the Hkbaj.d:.
From the Homing Snot, a daily paper pulillthel In

the city of Detroit, Mich., of 'lato August R last, this
day received at this Consulate, 1 clip the following:.
Our Minister to Bianll. 11 ei» ry VA IllllUrit, tins the reputa¬

tion of being the ineaiir-t msn in Rio Xtnsire. With a
salary of a yenr lie k -sp- no legation; makos »

tingle, scsntil.r furni-heil room in ¦ low quarter of the Htjr
er all the pMSnm of bMNMi, itrrrving room, parlor,

lowettn-cepdnn room ami public oIHre, and patrnuiae* the
jrrsili' of street cart,because hn can tl ers rid" for half wl

os11, him In the better rl.ns. Added to tills lis speaks no
lenu'ieco hut lilt own, and slews iietliiun of the art of <11-
plomac.r

It is possible that article* of similur tone and char-
ootortuuy have appeared in other papers in the States,
and, if so. would liavo a tendency to do great harm
and injustice to the gentleman named, and tu correct
which Is the only motive 1 have in w riting you at tins
time. A fi w Wei ks sim e I hail occasion to visit Rio
Jaueiro, and from the nature of my burIneel was

compelled to r inain in that city fur several days,
and during my stay them i called, officii.lly
and socially, with other American cttimM, several
tunes upon Minister Nililnrd, and I state and
do hereby take pies tare in stating positively that there
Is no truth whatever in the s'an ments eontaineil in
the above paragraph. In f»et and in truth the very
contrary is the uianrior of Minister iiilliard's livini;
and doing. He resides in that part of the city known
as "lJotofngu," the most pleasant andbeautlfnl place
to be Httuined, and occupies as his reception
n om and sleeping apartments the entire south
half* of the t largest and m isi desindilo
mnnsfon to be fotmd in ihts favorite, and. I may say,
aristocratic pan of Itio Janeiro. Uis apartment*,
liieluding elegant parlors, are eiubor.t.ely funiibt 1
at ids own expense, in a styh end manner to do
credit to the chief dlptomati. officer of the I nited
States or to any other government. From what I
saw I should judge that liis espi-use account must
.julto equal hil salory. He doea keep a legation, and
Ui« Secretary of Is-gtitlon Is a gentiema* from Chicago,
with whom, however. 1 d'd not moet. Thero
aro no "lowest grade of street ear.'" run¬
ning <o this purl of the city, and when
Mr. llllltard goes into the city he goes in
the same way and maimer ut other gentlemen, i may
here in id, perhaps, with propriety that the British
Minister lias his ap irtineuta In the sane residence as
¦.our Minister," and it is no disparagement t/i »»y
that, st. best, thyy ar>- no more elaborately furnished
and they aru in no way more pleasant.

Mr. iiilllard is »n elderly g, utiemaa of the dlplo-
IMmatle school, a gentleman * liO preserves his di <nity

tinder all circumstances; is kinu, affable end ronrte-
ous toward all, and is a general fay .rite iu tho diplo¬
matic circles at the Court of bom Psdfo and Is tlie
recipient of many favors and attention* from the
Hmjtsmr himself.
The statements above copied must have Is en put in

circulation IMr some disappointed aspirant for posi¬
tion, and If so let him hide his In ad in shame.

i desire to take this opportunity to express, not
ouly my own thank*, but also the thank* of tba
American and English people who daiiv visit tills
Consulate, for tin daily If run.n, gratuitously sent,
which ootam regularly l>y every tteamsr. It is
-agerly songht ami attentively riad by all, mid many
are the thanks voted Its publisher for the knowledge
and pleasure whirh it imparts. I shall take p|eosttr«
ill early writing you a letter on topics of general in¬
terest from this somewhat distant country. Yours
truly, JOHN L. FIlfbbrK T'ttlted Mtate bufistil.

it! m tl.' mental*JJot th nit. v

( r Kio (it <nd< lo --ill )
OuiuMfc 'J, is7«.

Dear Minister UiM.fAiio.
1 am this dry in ioueipt of Mvorai nogspapcts from

quent. Lying right in the very track of the cyclonrR
the island has suffered considerably, even within the

past few years.
'the principal towns on the island are Christiansted

and Fredericksted. The former is the place of resi¬

dence of the Governor General, who exercises undis¬

puted sway in.his little territory. The accompany¬
ing map shows the positions of the two towns. Scat¬

tered through the island are the very numerous fac¬

tories and estate buildings. Those marked with full
black circles and squares have been burned by the

infuriated negroes. It only needs a glance at the

map to show the extent of the ravaged districts.

The history of St. Croix may be summed up in a

very few words. The island was first discovered by

the States, among which is the Detroit Ihiity Ereninn
,\fws. and in which I noticed a dastardly attack upon
yourself. 1 have taken occasion to -,clip" the para¬
graph and incorporate it into an article in rejoinder to
the Nkw Youk Hf.kaj.d, which 1 herewith enclose
with an addressed envelope from this Consulate. If
juu shall approve of my action in the premises pl"ase
forward. Jf I have avsumed too much in writing this
communication have the kindness to attribute it to
the head and not to the heart. Yours always.

JOHN L. l'RISBIE.
United Htatkk Cokselatk, I

Rro Grande ix) Sol, Oct. 1, 1878. j
Hon. Mr. Hiujaud, United States Minister, Ac., Rio
Janeiro:
Sik.I have the honor to inform yon that I have

this day received into my possession the archives ntvl
property belonging to this Consulate, and have this
day entered upon my official duties as United fcitatcs
Consul at saiif Consulate.

1 arrived at this Consulate on the 17th ultimo, but,
in obedience to the stated law and custom of this
province, waa detained from entering upon a dis¬
charge ol my official duties for want of the qualifying
indorsement and recognition of the honorable Presi¬
dent of this province of llio Grande do rial, which
was not received by me nntil the 80th.

1 take this opportunity to protest my thanks to you
for ktnd favors received at your hands (ami at the
hands of United States Consul < rcncrol Adamson) dur-
iug my recent stay in Rio Janeiro, and to express
the. hope that at some future time I may be permitted
to express my gratitude in a more substantial
manner.

1 trust that your Secretary of Legation has arrived,
and that by his good assistance you are relieved from
much of the hard labor heretofore incumbent upon
you for want of such assistance.

T do not find Rio Grande do Sulto be the most.pleasant
place, particularly as the weather has been cold and the
atmosphere very damp since my arrival, to that ex¬
tent that it has brought upon me quite severe rheu¬
matic pains, which have au increasing tendency.
This appears somewhat strange to me that I should
lie so attacked after having withstood the exposure
and hardships of years on the "tented field" and in
camp without rheumatic symptoms.

Please excuse whatever appears iu the above which
you may had not to be dfplomutic, as I have not in¬
tended. bv any means, to write a strictly diplomatic
letter, but rather a friendly letter slightly tending to
diplomacy. I am, courteously, jour obedient ser¬
vant, 'JOHN L. FRIHBIE. United States Consul.

(Seal of the Consulate i

jot the United Stab*|(at Itio Grande do Sul. )
ifCDOBtKMinrr.
UNITED SlUTKh CONSTTI-ATE. I

Rio Grande #> Hrn, Oct 1, 1878. j
John L, Frjkbie. United States Consul.
To the Honorable Minister of the United States, Ac.,

Rio Janeiro, Brazil.
Contents.Entering of Consul on a discharge of his

duties, Ac.

ARMY AND NAVY PAY.

SALARIES P.VTD TO OFTTCERW OF CORRESPONDING
RANKH r* THE BRANCHES OF THE HKKVICB.

Serrral corn spondents, having written to tbe
Hkrald, asking what is the present pay of officer* in
the army and nary, the subjoined tabic is present- d
for their benefit. The corresponding grades in tho
two branches of the service an- placed opposite each
other, with tno salary paid to each. The figures indi¬
cate tho amounts paid to officers in active service.
In the case of naval officers a very considerable reduc¬
tion it- made when they arc on shore or waiting orders.
Lineal rank only is given. Tbe rank of admiral
is not rocngaiaed by the statute fixing the relation of
the grades; but it is nevertheless in actual existence,
ami the xulsry is paid. The bill introduced into tho
House by Mr. liauuing last winter for the reorganiza¬
tion of tbe unuy contained a section providing for a
decrease of the salaries of officers in that branch of
the service; lint the matter, as will he remembered,
was n ferrt-d to a committee which is to report on or
before the 1st of January next.
Following arc the present initial salaries paid:.

Auxr. NAVT.
tieneml $t.t,.V>0 Admiral $111,000
Lieutenant General.ll.UOU Vice Admiral '.i.ooo
Major General. 7..VM) lioar Admiral t'-.oou
Brigadier Genera!... #,.'>00 Commodore .">,<>00
Colonel II.'SSI Captain 4.WD
Lieutenant Colour]. fl.ono Commander 8,fln0
Maj or 2..VHJ Lieut. Commander.. 2.HO0
Captain (mounted).. 2,'XK) Lieutenant 2,UK)
Capt.(notmounted). l,8oo Master l.soo
Begt. Adjutant l.soo 1,200
ltegt. Quartermaster i.hsi Midshipman (gradu-
First T,t. (mountnU). 1,G00 ,ded)1,0>0
FirstLt. (notmount- Cadet Midshipman.. Quo

ed) 1.JSO0 Mats W*)
Clia]ilaiii l.o<X) Chaplain 2,flo0

Aecor-ling to tiie statute of July, 1870, there shall
be "p dd t > each commissioned [»rmy| officer below
the gra lo of brigadier general, Including chaplains
and others having asslmilatsd rank or pay, ton per
cent of th« Ir current yearly pay for each term of firs
years of service." The total amount of such Increase
i'or length of service, it Is provided, shall In no t-sa*
excel forty per cent on the yearly pay of the grado
as proviilcd by law.
With respect to uavsl officers, lieute nant commnnd-

ors after four years of service receive an addition*]
si a year: lieutenants, masters and ensigns, after

five years of service, are given |*x) a yearytra.
MRS. VAN COTT AT WORK.

Tin weather had a very depressing effect on the
revival meetings in tho JUevcntli street Methodist
Episcopal Church yesterday. Two very small con¬

gregations assembled lu the afternoon and evening to
hear Mrs. Van Cott preach, and, with the exception of
the lady herself, there wan a want of fervor on tho
jiort of thoxH present. The exercises at both meet¬
ings woro of au informal character. In the morning
Mrs. Van Cott spoke on the pleastirei of re¬

ligion, iirnl a number who gms their experi¬
ences follow- d h-r leod In declaring the Joy flint
the knowledge ot Christ had brought to their souls,
in the i veiling nil tbe converted who were theti Ba¬
sentbleil told under what circumstance* tin > first
eaine to the knowledge of Christ. Mrs. Van Cott was
led to seek Film whllu UUdnr the shs-low of i-IHietlou.
lie v. Mr. Morshauns was brought up to ruvere Him,
but nev<*r really experienced His saving love until bis
fifteenth year, when ho was induced to give testimony
lit His bshalf a! a revival meeting. "With the heart
ye bettwvn unto righteousness, tint with tli- month
coitfe¦..stori is inailc unto saivafton," was Mrs. Van
Cott's t-nuuieut. 'tin ninn told Itow hi wa- co»i
Vi-rtcd at oiiu of Moody's ill -tings, Ufld CtlotlMf mi I
on. e lovi-l Christ) and hod bib lislldc i, but was

brought b»- k during th« pr--*etit serl-s of meetings
l-v the saving power of God. Pnyers were offer -l
and tin- congregation Joined iu siuging at both the
fiftemoon and evening meetings.

Colnmhna when making his second voyage to tlie
West Indies. In 1043 the Dutch wade a settlement on

it, but three years later were expelled by the Englisii.
Four years later still the English were driven from
the island by the Spaniards, who devastated
tlie little territory after the fashion of the con¬

querors of the period. In 11)51* it waa pur¬
chased for the Knights of Malta, who, in 1601,
sold it to the French West Iudia Company. In 1696
(his company's claims to St. Croix were sold to Den¬
mark, to whieU Kingdom it now belongs. St. Thomas,
St. John and St. Croix now form the possessions of
Denmark in the West Indies. The three islands

aggregate in area about 127 square miles and in popu¬
lation about 40,(X)0 souls.

BURIED BY A LAND SLIDE.

JOHN SINKS, AT WORK ON THE NEW PIER AT

LONG BRANCH, BURIED ALIVE.ALLEGED CARE¬
LESS MANAGEMENT OF TKF. WORK.
A lamentable accident occurred yesterday morning

in connection with the construction of tlie Long
Branch iron pier, by which John Sinns, a resident of
Long Branch, was buried alive. Work was first beguu
ou the pier two weeks ago last Saturday by making
excavations in the bluff in front of the Ocean House
for the sea wall, which is to be 225 feet widp. The
contractor of the work was Mr. Job Johnson,
of Brooklyn. Mr. Johnson was also the
architect of the prospective pier. The work of build¬
ing the pier attracted many visitors to the spot, and
on some days over tbreo hundred of tho rountry folk
came in by wagon and train to witness the undertak¬
ing. They would approach the verge of the bluff to
witness the movements of the workmen, and the
contractor, becoming afraid that the bluff would give
way, erected a wooden fence to keep tho throng
back. At a depth of about fifteen feet was met a

Btreak of white sand of twenty inches in thickness.
Tho men at work wero warned that this streak of
sand would give way by the effect of any atorm and
that tho bluff should be braced. The advice was not
heeded. In spite of the warning of storm signals that
a heavy northeast gale was imminent Foreman Scho-
iield ordered a gang of eight laborers to work exca¬
vating the bluff yesterday morning.

THE ACCIDENT.
Heretofore.so it is stated.a lookout was posted on

the biiiff to give word of any danger of the bluff mov¬
ing; but men and foreman alike were working below
when, without any warning, the top botildi r of earth
slid. Two m«n, the deceased and another, named
Michael Flood, were caught by the falling debris.
Both made a run toward tlie sea. Flood escaped by
leaping into the trench, but his companion was

caught by a second slide and buried beneath fifty tons
of falling earth. An alarm was given and the seven
workmen, assisted by many willing volunteers,
began the work of extrieattng poor Sinns. He was
burled with about three feet of earth over him. It
was sometime before they located his body by the dis¬
covery of a mtson's plumb line. Twenty minutes after
the caving in of the. tduff the body was found stand¬
ing close to the. wall of the lduff with the face toward
the sea, and both of the arms stretched upward in
the position they were in when he attempted to leap
out of the trench, before the second slido came oa
him. Dr. Hughes was immediately summoned, but
life was extinct. The Coroner was summoned, and at
first said that it was not necessary to hold ail inquest,
as Sinns' deatii was purely accidental, but when the
reporters told him their suspicions he empanelled a

jury and held one. The verdict was acctdcutaldeath.
The only witness examined wus Schofleld, the fore¬
man, who said the man was killed by his own eare-
lessness in not throwing down his spade and running
through the trench.
Major Wardell, wrecking master for the coast

wrecking service, one of the Coroner's Jury, told the
Hixkai.ii correspondent (hat one hour before the acci¬
dent he viaitud the spot and passed the remark that
the bluff, to 1m? kept from tailing, should be braced
and shored with plauks. Michael Flood, the man who
so luckily escaped, informed the Hkrai.ii correspond¬
ent that Foreman Schofiold was at work elsewhere
laying eeineut when tlie accident occurred. The de¬
cease 1 live I iu Clark street. Long Branch, was twenty-
seven years old, ntarrii-d, and was a painter liy trade.
The body remained until three o'clock at the work¬
men's house on the bluff, until Father Walsh, the
pastor of Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church,
said ho would raise a subscription for Sinus' inter¬
ment.

GILES* STEPFATHER.

"Suo lieah, JedRo! See heab! Don't b'leive dat are

cullud man's word 1 Dou'tb'leive it, sab! lie dono
gone swo' to a lie, sho! Ho 'ctise dis yore obilo of
sarin'dat I was Rwine to kill him! IV do lamb n'

Rreeclous. Judge, dat aro a perjurious lie, dat arc, fo'
¦dinah!" was tbo impassioned declaration of a cri.un

colored individual at the bar in Jofforsou .Market
I'ollce Court yesterday.
"Well, welt! The complainant eweMNl you threat¬

ened to take Ids life yesterday, Giles. Are you rel¬
atives?" queried Judge Morgan.
"Relatives? Dat are coon and ine relatives? No,

You 'Onali!" indiguautly replird the prisoner, "we
aren't relatives. Guosa not, breaa do Lor! He only
married my niudder!"

..Oh. he only married your mother! Is that why
you threatened to kill him, oh?"
"No, sir, Jedgc, You 'Onuh! I uehber, nebber use

owdaoiotis latigidgr to dat arc pusson. I don't qua'cl
with sich trasli!"
"Well, now, Wnehlngton," snld the Court, turning

to the complainant, alio stood near by, resplendent
in sliirtcollar, cull's and beigainot, "explain this mat¬
ter."
"Kf You 'Onah please, 1 «ni Giles" slepCader, an' ho

don't kind o' like it. 1 licd'nt done much work fo'
de las' few months, You 'Onah, 'cept help de olo
women, yern |w itli a jerk of his dexter thumb over tils
left shoulder), to iron and fnteh de does homo to de
hou «, An'die yens Giles, las' Sunday, tell me ho
don't want Hie hangln' roun' do house, and ef I dld'nt
Want to lie killed I'd keep away. I kep' away fo'
shtiali! I want de law topurtect me In my marital
conjunction rights, sahl Hat's all."
"Judge, You Onah," said a mulatto lady, bouneiug

on the stand and casting a look of Indignation und In¬
effable seoru at the complainant, "dis yero prisoner
am my son. Ho's willin' to s port me right along,
sali; un' I'lu satisfied dat he should. 1 uon't wsut
no sleh common nigger ss dis yere cornplsiiiant
a-hangin' and loafln' roun' me. No, suh; I don't
want sicli to cross my do' sill."
"Madame, tho question to he decided' here is

whether the man's iti daugot of IfMtig bis life by
your son s bunds. Is the complainant your bus-
bend?"
"No, sehl no, sub I 1 don't knowledge liim as my

husband!" said the woman, with an air erf repudia¬
tion.
"Did you live with liiiu without marrying him?"

queried the Judge, hall' reproachfully.
"No, sali! no,.ledge. You'OnahI" hastily responded

the woman; "I'm too 'epecteble to'dat' I married
biin two yuan* ago! Hut" (gathering her shawl tightly
about hi r mid giving the cmmualiia&t a sidelong
gtanc" ,,f contempt) I'm done with him. He nuedti i
come eiiesktn'rtntll'ft:e atl.i imr, I fro' hlin off' fo'
i;eod. don't want .! IwHider of keeplti' sieh a
soco&d litis) and a- htm!

.Well, in a am, :\ a flour t can't help you to get rid
of * our lawful spouse. Go liomn, all of you, and
cork up your fsuiily jars."
V Aire* at imnd, more betlllgerently locUned than ever.

THANKSGIVING.
How the Day Is To Be Cele¬

brated in New York.

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SPORTS

Generous Provision for the
Hungry Poor.

This is the nation's (lay of praise and thanksgiving,
a ait no citizen fulfils his duty to the Statu who fails
to enter wholly into the spirit of the celebration.
They who wish it may Ami an opportunity for public
worship in tlio churches, while those who prefer tlis
domestic altar luay riiuaiu at home without offend¬
ing th< ir church going neighbors. Perhaps, the chief
enjoyment is to lie hail when tho family gathers at the
festive board and the lordly turkey is dismembered
and discussed. This bird, though possibly without
his own knowledge and against his will, has usurped
the place so long occupied by the sacrificial lamb and
bull, and is tin- acknowledged emblem of a great nv
tionul holiday. Tliu following stanza from a now for¬
gotten ode on Thanksgiving Day shows the respect
in which lie was held away buck in Puritan times.
The rythm, by the way, is said to have suggested
that of Milton's immortal liytiui on the nativity.

Thanksgiving Day U bore,
Era yet the winter drear
lluth wrapped the Crimen cartli in snowv shroud.
'J'lio turkey gobbler pale,
Horsft oi tuft ami tail,
\n longer struts about with aspect proud;
lint on the grniinlng table lies.
Well roasted, plump and bran 11.a pleasing sacrifice.

CHAIUTA1U.E DINNERS.

The day will be appropriately observed in variong
charitable institutions of this city. At the Five
Points House of Industry dinner will bo served at ono
o'clock, in the play room, whore visitors may watch
tho children cat. At two o'clock, "if suAicieut means
arc furnished," tho outside poor will be treated to
their annual dinner. As the tie isury is $3,000 in
debt some fear is felt as to the possibility of carrying
out this portion of the programme. Interesting ser¬

vices will-be held in the chapel, the children singing,
reciting and performing calisthenic exercises.
The ladies of tho Soldiers' Relief Association desire

to provide a dinner for disabled soldiers and for the
widows and orphans of tMhe who fell in the late war.
Contributions of provisions may be sent .to the
Twenty-second Regiment Armory, in Fourteenth
street, to-day. It is intended, if possible, to provide
each family under the care of the association with »

turkey and vegetables, that they may enjoy the din¬
ner at home.
The managers of the Association for tho Benefit of

Colored Orphans also purpose teasting the 300 desti¬
tute children in their asylum at It'id street and tht
Boulevard. Contributions will be recoived there and
at No. 37 Madison avenue.

Two hundred and fifty children connected with the
Wilson Industrial School for Girls, at St. Mark's
place and avenue A, will be amply provided for in
the way of good things to oat. More than eighty
poor families belonging to the mission will likewise
bo cared for.
Between 300 and 400 boys will bo feasted at noon in

St. Vincent's Home, No*. 53 and 55 Warren street.
There will be interesting exercises in the chapel
throughout the day.

MISCELLANEOUS OELEMtATIONW.
An old and prominent citizen of this city, and hia

family, will dine to-morrow with tho editor of a Prov.
idence (R. I.) newspaper, together with tho latter'*
family. The acquaintance of these two gentlemen
¦was formed thirty-five years ago. when the editor,
then a newsboy,returned the New Yorker a ten dollar
gold piece which tho latter had handed him by mis¬
take in a train. Only a few week* ago this acquaint¬
ance warirenewed, and the friends are determined that
it shall never again be broken.

In the year 1«53 another New York business man
lost a vessel on Lake Ontario. A few weeks ago ha-
received a letter from the mate returning $300 which
he said he had stolen from tho captain when tho ves¬
sel rmiik, and which had been intendod for the pay¬
ment of eanal toils. Tho mate soys that he has been
converted. To-morrow be and the ownur of the ship
will dim-together.
In tho Westminster Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn,

special servioeawill be held, the music to be fur¬
nished by Miss Clementine Lusur. soprano; a bari¬
tone. two trumpets, tuba, ehpir and Sunday school.
In the lecture room of the Young Men's Christian

Association a tea party will bo given at half-past
seven I*. M. for the benefit of men who have boon in-
flueneod by the Sunday night temperance meetings in
the I'ark Theatre.
Morning services will bo hold in Zlon (Episcopal)

Church, at Madison avenue and Thirty-eighth struct.
An excellent prograitinie has been arranged.
The original Hound Guard, of this city, will hold

its annual purado at Gebhardt's 8 hutzen Park, 8tatm
Island.
Tho steamer Setli Low will leave tho stone plop

noxt to the Htaten Island ferry at eight A. M. Cod
fishing is the object of the trip.

Tiie Clinton Athletic Club will hold its first annual
games on the grounds in Saekett street, between
Henry anil Clinton streets, Brooklyn. Games begin
at two P. M. There will be walks, runs, jumps, ham¬
mer throwing* and a tug of war.
The so-called "Pig Skin club" will meet just abova

Fort Washington at ten o'clock, to enjoy a hunt. One
ot the riders will be chased from Fort Gcorgo across
the meadows to Kingsbridge.
A grand foot ball tournament will be held at Setoa

Hall College, New Jersey.
Company F, Twenty-second regiment, N-G.H.N.Y.,

will siioot atCreedmoor tortlieofficers' eitp; diatatloe,
'¦>*) and 500 yards. This prize is shot for annually.
Two handsome medals have also been offered by'a
private of the company, and will lie shot for, cue at
100 and 150 yards, and the other at .loo and 400 yards.
The pate nts of Bellevue Hospital will be regaled

with poultry and a variety of vegetables for dinner.
In the afternoon apples, lemonade and rakes will lie
given to all f he patients anil employes. In the even¬
ing the Warden will give them a concert or musical
entertainment, at which Miles. Mnnier and Snicker
will render several beautiful melodies. Mr. Mulligan,
organist of the Church of the Holy Innoceuts, will
preside.
The managers of the New York Infant Asylum ap¬

peal to the charitable on liehalf of their helping
eharges. Aid may bo sent to Mr. L. M. Bates, treas¬
urer. No. 451 Broadway; to tho Directress, Mrs. B. H.
Van Atikefi, No. 4^1 Fifth avenue, or to the Asylum at
Flushing, L. I.
The eyes of the newsboys and lmotblacks sparklrsj

in anticipation last evening when tho superintendent
of the Newsboys' Home announced that a grand
"blow-out" would be indulged in to-day. Five huu-
dred pounds ot turkey have been provided, besides
an unlimited amount of liam sandwiches, mince pie,
"plum dud'" and fruit. The feast will take place at
seven o'clock this evening, aud before the dinner tha
In^-s will lie addressed by a number of distinguished
gentlemen. It is said that lust year, wheu ttw> speeches
came after dinner, tin* snpi riutemlont had to lock tho
doors in order to compel the boys to listen to tho
somewhat prosy and decidedly long speeches of their
benefactors.
Active preparations were being made all day yester-,day to give the prisoners in the Tombs an unusual'

feast to-day. Turkeys by the hundred were being
made rt ady for the oven, anil the officials and aids,
one and all, seemed to take a hearty pleasure In tho
work.

HKtutKW oiiskhvanceh.
Preparations on a grand scale are being made for h

general observauco of Thanksgiving Day by the Jew¬
ish residents of this city. Most of the synagogues
will remain open all day. At the Temple Emanuel,
on Fifth avenue, au elaborate programme will be car¬
ried out. Eminent rabbis will deliver appropriate
speeches and a selected choir will render a number
of classical selections. Several congregations have
united uud w ill celebrate the day in the Forty-tourth
Street Mynagogue.

AT TltJC THKATItK*.
Performances of au attractive nature will be given

at nearly all of the public places of entertainment in
the city, both in the afternoon and evening. It la
scarely npcessary to do more than, catalogue theiu as
follows;.At the Union Square, "Mother and Won;"
Grand opera House, "Yullo;" Standard, "Almost a

Life;" Filth Avenue, debut of Mrs. Alfs Merrill as Julia
in "The Hunchback," aud Edwin Booth as bhyloek in
"The Merchant of Venice" at night: Booth's Theatre,
' That Isisso' Dowrie s;" at Niblo'a, "The Vigilante*;"
Park Theatre, "The Comedy of Errors," with Kobaon
ami Crane as tile t wo Dromlos; Academy of Music.
Brooklyn, Dion Boncicault In 'The Mhaughrauu;'1
Sen Francisco Minstrels, general fun; Tony Pastor's,
feneral variety; Lyceum, Den Thompson as Joshua
rliitcomb (tho last week); the Aquarium, trained
horses and other novelties; the fair ui the Csthedral;
at the Brooklyn I'ark Theatre, John Mcrullough sa
Julius ( n-sar and Jsek Cade; Broadway, Mr. ana Mrs.
George Knight in "Otto."

municipal Notes.
The resolution passed by the Aldermen on Tues¬

day permitting horses to bo driven at auy rate of
speed on tbo boulevards and thoroughfares north of
1:10th street, and 8t. Nicholas avenue ahovo 110th
street, yesterday received tho signature of Mayor Ely,
The Metropolitan Advertising Company was hoard

yesterday before the AldermantoComfiiittoo on Puhlla
Works in relation to the inquest for permission to
liatig advertising signs from the public lamnposta
throughout the city. No conclusion was arrived at.

It is now understood around tho City Hall that
Mayor Ely will leave the duty of filling the presentLoificial vacancies to his successor, Mr. EdwardUoooua.


