T ———————————S—
THE MADISONIAN.

J. B. JONES, Editor and Proprictor.
e —

PRICE OF ADVERTISING,
['welve lines, or less, three insertions
Each additionul insertion, -
Longer advertisoments at proportionate rutes.
A liberal disceunt made to those who advertise by
the year. fr s
Subscribers may remit by mail, in bills of sol-
ent banks postage paid, at our risk ; provided it shall
appear by the postmaster’s certificate, that such remit-
tance has been duly mailed.
TERM

gl 00
: s W e

DatLy per apnum,  (in advance,) = - - Ea'ltr] 00
The tri-weekly per annum, ! - - - b0
For six months, i Eor i E {[:J.g

Weekly,

15 All letters must be addressed ( free
t the editor, >

Postmasters throughout the Union are requested to
act g our agents. "Fhusa who muy particularly ex-
ert themselves in extending the circulation of this pa-
per, will not only be allowed & liberal commission on
sums remitted, but receive our warmost thanks.

of postacg)

THOMAS HART BENTON—THE MYSTE
RIOUS LETTERS:

In our affair with Mr. Benton, we would
have our correspondents respectfully to under-
stand that we do not desire to make use of apy
extraneous aid. We state this, because innume-
rable charges, ofa nature altogether different from
the matter under consideration, from anonymous
sources, are daily pouring in upon us. These,
without exeeption, we burn unread. The man
who would use charges of a personal charac-
ter, in amere political strife (having received no
personal or private injury from his oppo-
nents,) is capable of the commission of similar
acts himself. Further, we do not hesitate to de-
clare that we believe Mr. Benton to be innocent
of the various petty crimes alleged against him
—and will continue to regard him so until he is
proven to be guilty.

On Monday, Mr. Benton offered the following
resolution :

Resalved, That the Committee on the Post Office
and Poat Roads be instructed to inguire in what man-
ner the Madisonian newspaper obtained a knowledge
of certain papers supposed to be filed in the Gengral
Post Office Department, in relation to the appointment
of Mr., Watson as Deputy Postmaster at St. Louis,
viz : aletter from Mr. %enlun to Mr. Van Buren, and
another to the Postmaster General ; and also in what
manner the editor of that paper became possessed of
certain information, that there was no other recom-
mendation for Mr. Watson, and that his appointment
wes made on the sole recommendalion of Mr. Ben-
ton. Also, that the said committee inquire into the
manner in which the said editor obtained a copy of the
Postmaster General's letter to the Senate's commiltee
on the Post Office and Post Roads, in relation to the
nomination of Samuel B. Churchill, and recommend-
ing him for confirmation; and that they have power to
send for persons and papers, and to take testimony on
oath, and report the same to the Senate.

This resolution has reference to an editorial
artiele in the Madisonian of the 6th instant.—
Thatarticl : was called forth in eonsequence of
the publication of certain letters by Mr. Benton
—a publication which involved a violation of
pledged secrecy—of confidence—of the hono-
rable and dignified practice of Senators. They
were published for the purpose of inflicting a
gratuitous blow on a co-ordinate branch of the
Government, and at a time when the Executive
was rapidly advancing in the affections of the
People, and threatened by its accumulating po-
pularity and power speedily to overthrow every
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We purposely refrained from publishing the
votes taken by our reporter on Monday. We
were resolved to deal fairly with Mr. Benton.
We shall refer exclusively to the reports in the
Globe and Intelligencer., We find in the
Globe the following notes, which Mr. Benton
produced for the occasion :

“ Spnate Cramser, June 4, 1840.
Sin : The Missouri delegation wish to be informed
whether Mr. Thomas Watson, formerly dep::y post-
master at Newbern, North Carolina, is in default to
the Department? and how long he was postmaster
there? and whether, as such, he gave general satis-
faction to the Depariment?
Our reasons for the inquiry are, that he is among
those respectably recommended fo us for an appoint-
ment in St, Louis, where he now resides. nd we
would wish to know whether his conduct heretofore
furnishes any objection to him.

Y ours, respectfully,
%HOMAS H. BENTON.
Hon. Mr. Ni.es, Postmaster General.”

i Wuumo;n Ciry, June 12, 1840.

Sin: We recommend to you Thomas Watson, of
St. Louis, Missouri, for the place of dep“ti postmas-
ter at that place, to succeed Mr. Hunt, whose lerm
will expire early in July.
THOMAS H. BENTON.
LEWIS F. LINN.
To the PostmasTen GENERAL."

And Mr. Benton thus comments on them :

#Mr. B. said that the copies of these two letters were
very material tohim. They were found sinee the Madi-
sonian article was written, and falsified it in several
particulars. They were good as far as they went,

and showed Mr. Watson's fitness for the office. * *
- - " - L] -

As faras they went, they falsified the Madisonian arti-
cle. But they did not reach all that was said in that
article, and which sssumed to speak of papers not
yet found.”

Now we will comment on them, The first
has nothing to do with the matter under consi-
deration. Of Mr. Watson we said nothing.
We did not wish him to be a fellow in erime
with Mr. Benton or any one else. But wemight
speak of his long defalcation. He was long in
arrears to the Department. This had to be paid
up before M. Benton could get him appuinted.
Why did not Mr, Benton publish the reply to
his note of June 4th, 18407 We dare him lo
doit! Will Mr. Benton challenge us to give
the mode resorted to, to settle Mr. Watson’s
long standing aceounts with the Department?
He will not do it.

But the three lines recommending Mr. Wat-
son, signed by Mr. Benton and Mr. Linn, what
do they amount to? Mr. Benton had previous-
ly arranged the whole affair. This was a mere
form—intended for publication if necessary, for
the purpose of sereening Mr, Benton. Mr. Linn
very naturally joined him in the ‘¢ three line”
note of recommendation. But Mr. Linon was
no party to the dark and hidden transaction we
allude to. Will any man believe that these
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WASHINGTON: THURSDAY, MAY 12, 1842.

THE STATE OF THE CASE,

It is somewhat wonderful that the ultras of
the Whig Party should be so stultified as to
place the whole issue of the present controver
sy between themselves god the Executive upon
so slender a foundation as that upon which it
rests. For, il we sift it down to its source,
tliey cannot deny that the very head and front,
nay the whole body of his offending in its earli-
esl stage was that he would not consent to give
his sanction to a Bank of the United States up-
on the plan proposed by Mr. Clay, or what was
called an old fashioned Bank of the United
States. He was willing to have a Bank with
the consent of each State in which it was to
act, So that the whole controversy has grown
out, not of a Bank of the United States, but of
the specific Bank of the United States—a regu-
lar Biddle Bank.

Is it not, as we have said, wonderful that the
ereat Whig party should consent to go down to
the People with such an issue as Henry Clay
for the next Presidency and a regular Biddle
Bank? Butisitso? Arethe Whig party con-
tent to place themselves in so ridiculous an atti-
tude? We say no, they are not. The party
which produced the reform of 1840 in the elec-
tion of the lamented Harrison, never were a
Bank party. This has been fully proven by
every election which has taken place since the
controversy has assumed its present shape. We
know it is the slang of the ultra Whigs to say
that their fricnds stay away from the polls in
disgust, because they have been disappointed,
and they thus attempt to get rid of the defeat
they every where sustain. We do not mean to
be understood to say, that there is not a Bank,
a Biddle Bank party in the country, or to deny
that Mr, Clay is the heand of that very party.
We too well know that the aristocracy, as they
are proud to call themselves in this country, as

THE DESTRUCTIVES.

If we recollect right, there was no nime given
to the ultra Loco Foeo party, which they more
stoutly denied, as being in any degree applica-
ble to them than che name of *‘the Destruct-
ives.”

They would do nothing, it was urged, to be-
nefit the country, and were therefore called De-
structives, The Whig presses throughout the
whole country were filled with depunciations
against the Van Buren party, because that party
did nothing for the country, and, more particu-
larly, nothing to regulate the currency. Who
are the Destructives now ?

Does any man doubt what is the trae answer
to this question? We venture to say no. No
man doubts that Henry Clay and his rabid parti-
sans are the men who prevent the immediate
adoption, by Congress, of an Exchequer that
would furnish a sound circulating medium
throughout the Union, restore confidence, and,
without avy inflation of the currency, furnish a
menns of remittance, that would greatly faeili-
tate the exchange of commodities {rom one end
of our wide-extended terrjtory to the other.

Ask any of the moderate men of the Whig
party, both in and out of Congress, who are the
men that oppose that measure, and the answer
is,—We are willing to go for it, Bur—ay, that
pur!!! por THE WEST will not agree toit.

Ask the moderate men of the other party, the
real Democrats—not the ultras—and they feel
half inclined togo for such a measure, but—they
fear to be denounced by their party. So we
tell the good People of the United States, what
we have often said before, and shall, over and
over again, repeat to them—nothing but your
will, expressed in language not to be misunder-
stood, can remedy the evils under which the
country now groans. Ground as it is between
the upper and the nether millstone of Mr. Clay,
and his uliras, on one side, and the ultra Loco

in all others, are in favor of large moneyed -
stitutions. They may be honest in their opini-
ons, and no doubt many of them are honest in
the beliel that a moneyed oligarehy is the best
form of government. They haveno confidence
in the virtue and intelligence of the People, be-
cause they never meet them to mingle with
them—hence they imbibe the opinion that uni-
versal suffrage is unsafe ; the mass are not fit to
govern, is with them a favorite maxim. Yes!
there is a Bank, a Biddle Bank party, in the
country, and this party it is that are determined
to thrust Henry Clay down the throats of the
People, nolens volens, for the next President.

We end then as we commenced, and again
assert that it is somewhat wonderful that the
ultra leaders of this Clay Bank party should be

Focos on the other. 'Would that the frue Demeo-
cracy would come out from among these unhal-
lowed combinations, and unite with the Admin-
istration—then would the husbandman rejoice
in his fields, the artist in his workshop, and then
would our surplus he wafted into every sea by
our hardy and jolly tars, and peace and plenty
become the handmaids of liberty to bless the
political and moral honesty of an industrious
People.

COMMUNICATED.

A GLANCE AT THE PRESENT CON-
DITION OF PARTIES.

The divisions which have marked the politi-

cal parties of tlus country, and which partien-

[WHOLE NO. 802.

The People, if their general good sense
is to be taken as an evidence of their de-
termination, will never suffer their best
interests and the welfare of their coun-
try to be jeoparded by men who would stop
atno length to effect their own selfish ends.—
They cannot fail to see between their welfure
and the Administration, a connexion so close
that the blow aimed 1o strike the one must ine-
vitably injure the other.

The ocecasion which calls for combined action
on the part of the friends of the Government to
aid it in its present difficulties, is selected by its
enemies to throw barriers 1n its way. There
are times when blind partisan warfare is more
justifiable than others, When there is nothing
identified with the Government against which
its hostility .s dirceted, but the success of the
principles upon which it is administered ; when
political ascendaney is the aim at which its mea-
sures are particularly directed, and no questions
of vital interest effecting its immediate welfare
is concerned, then an undue severity, cven
against the Government, may be tolerated.—
But when difficulties which grow out of the
state of affairs, unforeseen by the most saga-
cious foresight, and which no political prudence
can avert, for a degree of hostility to be directed
against it with a view to thwart their safe ad-
justment, is to strike the very country to
whose success they are the life, and which to
war against is to direct a blow with a view to
its destruction.

To oppose an Administration under such eir-
cumstances may be the work of desperate par-
tisans, and the sword they wield against it,
whetted by personal asperity and wielded with
pulitical malignity, will be averted by the shield
of public honor, sustained by the hand of a vir-
tuous People.

Among the many things connected with the
present position of parties, and which are not the
least worthy of the consideration of the coun-
try, are the various statements made by
their supporters with regard to the ground
the President would now occupy had he been
directed by their respective guides. Had
he Lut followed the course of the one, he
would have secured for himself its undivided
support. Had he followed the other, he would
have equally met their cerdial welcome. If
there was wanting any evidence stronger than
what has already been given of an honest zeul
in the cause of the country, in opposition to
party, on the part of the President, it is this
fearless path, which principle divested of its
dangers in pursuing. Taking neither the side

fathers that this Government was intended to
serve @ party, aud not the whole people. So
long as he holds this ~old fashioned” notion,
he may eipect (o get a sad scraping from the
partisan press of the present day, which bas
imbibed the new doctrine that *the spols of
the vanquished belong to the victors.”

The President seems to suppose that he is
President of all these United States, and not
exclusively the President of apariy—although
he has heard it announced in a high place and by
high authority that it is a “ sad spectacle,” that
“a President should be without a party, anda
party without a President.” Well, 1 don’t
know that 1 am right, but being myself more
for my country than for any party in it, and be-
ing able 1o gain an honest living without an
office, I am, for one, willing to have a President
without & party, and a party without a Presi-
dent ; so that we have a President for the coun-
try, and a country fora President.

TRIBUTE OF OFFICIAL RESPECT.

TO THE HONORABLE ELISHA M. HUNTINGTON,
Commissioner of the General Land Office,

from his subordinates in office,

At the moment when the official relations that sub-
sist between us are about to be finally severed, we
cannot fuil to express, at the parting, the high sense of
regard which we eatertain for you, from the recollec-
tion of the urbanity of your official demeaner; and the
indulgent kindness which have characterised those re-
lationa towards us.

Nothing is more grateful to the feelings of subordi-
nates in office, than g confidence that their superior is
capable of appreciating their well-meant effurtsin the
public service, and entertwins thal considerate regard
for their inlividual comfort, which, always consistent
with the character of a gentleman, is not found in-
compatible with the public interests of an office.

The conviction that personally and officially, your
feelings towards us have been of the kind and gene-
rous nature alluded to, has tended to sweeten our offi-
cial labors in the past, and adds poignancy to the re-
gret we experience in patting at the present, and
we request that, with your retirement from office at the
seat of Government, you will carry with you the as-
surance of our best wishes for your happiness and
well-being for all the future.

(Bighty signers.)

May Tth, 1842.

Reply.
Wasnivaton, May 9th 1842.

GEMTLEMEN (—Your letter on the occasion of my
retirement from the office of Commissioner of the Ge-
neral Land Office of the United States, hias just been
placed in my hands, and be assured that it is received
with the most unaffected sensibility. I 1 bave been
enabled to discharge the duties of the office which I
have jusi resigned, in an acceptable manner, I feel
that it has been because of your own able support—a
support the more efficient, because always cheerfully
rendered. Alihough our relationy, both personal and
official, are about to terminate, | shall not cease ig
feel a deep interest in your prosperity and happiness.
I shall ever recur to our intercourse with pleasure—
marked as it has been by mutusl kindness and mutual
respect,—for aftsrall, the toils and vexations of office,

of the one, nor placing himself in the hands of

here or elsewhere, are only rendered tolerable when
tempered by the courtesies of life. In assuming the
new duties to which the kindness of my Government
has called me, [ experience but one regret, and that is
in parting, perhaps forever, with those whose unvary-

larly distineuish them at the present time, have 5 > ;
¥ g p ’ the other, he was content to take what the fac ing regard, while here, has placed me under ‘so many

partisan leader in America. OF course the
“hase abandonment” of Sepatorial honor and
dignity on the part of Mr. Benton, could not
and did not arrest its giant strides. Of course
his interposition could not avert the impending
doom.

In our article, we established the fact that
neither the President nor the Postmaster Gene-
ral ever read the letters which Mr. Benton pub-
lished. They were received by them, and
as usual, filed with the application of Col.
Churchill. They were sent te the Senate with
the nomination. They were borrowed by Mr.
Benton merely for “examination,” as he stated.
They were published by him, without the
knowledge or consent of the committee [rom
whom he obtained them. Mr. McRoberts, the
chairman of the committee, distinctly gsserls
this in his letter. The papers were seecret and
sacred, as the whole Senate avers. Mr. Ben-
ton borrowed them. He carried them to his
room. He.locked the door and opened his
dark lantern. The sealed casket lay before
him on his table. A ray of light from the lan
tern displayed the mingled expression of fear,
shame, and revenze on his broad face. He
placed his hand on the sealed casket, and hesi-
tated. The perspiration stood out on his fore-
head. He looked timidly around. Convinced
that he was not watched, by a desperate effort
he tore open the casket and rifled it of its con-
tents. But there wasan eye upon him !

Well, the copies, thus surreptitiously ob-
tained, were despatched to the printer. The
easket was re-sealed and handed back to
Mr. McRoberts. THe received back the trust
without dreaming its purity had been sullied.
He thought not of “gun powder plots,” nor the
s days of Queen Anne,” nor of the resuseitation
of % Walpolean schemes.” He knew not how
well Mr. Benton was versed in English history,
or how adroitly he eon avail himsell of this
knowledge in every transaction, private and
public.

But the letters were published, because Colo-
nel Churehill was recommended by some of his
friends on account of *“his party services.”
Let it not be forgotten that neither the President
nor the Postmaster General ever read the letters
sefting up these partisan claims. But Mr. Ben-
ton cared not for that. [If he could fix the
charge upon them, it mattered not whether they
were guilty or innocent. He would reap the
advantage of the blow, and why should he care
if it fell upon the innocent? But, after all,
what politician has not recommended applicants
on the same grounds ?

In our article we called upon the Missouri
Senator to say if’ ke had not recommended Mr.
Watson on account of his sacrifices “for the
party.” Here is what we wrote, and we reite-
rate it:

“ W hat recommended Mr. Watson, and wha re-
commended him?  We do not wish to ineulpate Mr.
Watson. We know nothing of him for Hnm[ or evil,
«ave what we learn from the papers. He, too, may
have been “ capable and honest.” But Mr. Benton

will not deny that while Mr. Watson conducted Mr.
Benton's special Locofoco organ, the Argus, he (Mr.
Benton) frequently promised him his reward! He
will not deny that he (Mr. Benton) wrote to Mr.
Watson on more than one occasion to be patient—
not to despair—that all his losses and sacrifices for
« the party” should be compensated. He (Mr. Ben-
ton) will not deny that he addressed President Van
Buren in Mr. Watson’s behalf, and urged his appoint-
ment on account of his ¢ party services.” He (Mr.
Benton) will not deny that hie then ad iressed u letter
to the then Postmaster General, dmanding the appoini-
ment of Mr. Watson on the ground of his sacrifices in
connection 1oith the Jirgus, that the appointment was
absolwtely made under these cire cos, 1 h as no
other person vecommeinded him.”

« three lines” alone, got Mr. Watson the office ?
Will Mr. Benton deny the existence of Ais let-
ter to Mr, Niles? Does he challenge its publi-
cation? Does he deny that he procured Mr.
Watson’s appointment because he had made
sacrifices in condueting the Argus, Mr. Benton’s
own special organ? Does he challenge us to the
proof 7 Does Mr. Benton deny the existence of
several other etters from his pen, of the same na-
ture, in relation to other appointments ? Does he
challenge the publication of them? He docs
not, and will not. He lives in a glass house.

But how do his notes in the Globe [ulsily our
article? Has he given publicity to the letter?
or did he put the copy m his pocket, and burn it
afterwards ?

But now for the letter written by Mr. Benton
to President Van Buren. We quote from the
report in the Intelligencer:

Mr. Benron admitted that he did write to President
Van Buren in behalf of Mr. Watson, und wrged his claims
on the ground of sacrifices made in party services.
these letters were in existence they should be on the
files of the Department. They were blazoned forth
to the publie in the Madisonian, and public senlences
had been marked in inverted commas, as though they
were precisely quoted; and with a view to fasten
particular attention upon particular portions of the
letter, they were italicised.

¢ Let the world judge between us” And
this is the man who surreptitiously copied con-
fidential letters, and published them for the pur-
pose of showing to the public that the present
Exceutive appointed wen (o office as a reward
for **party services.” And the letters were
never read by the Executive! Let Mr. Benton
assure himself of this fact. Let him send for
“papersand persons,” and “examine” them “on
oath.” But, in his estimation, 1t was “a base
procedure,” the official patronage was ‘“‘basely”
bestowed, for “base” purposes! Is not Mr
Benton himsell nailed to the counter by ‘his own
admission ?

But Mr. Benton supposes that his unfortu-
nate epistles should be filed in the Department,
They may be, for what we know. We never
saw any of them there. Where we did see
them, or from whom our copies were obtained,
is what he desires to learn. We think we will
reserve our answer till we confront the inquisitor
himself, in the dark room, when the torture is
prepared. But the days of witcheraft are over.
We will escape burning and drowning.

The ghosts of these violated and surreptitious-
ly copied confidential letters will haunt Mr. Ben-
ton, till he makes a “‘clean breast” of it. Phan-
toms will trouble his slumbers. e will nightly
start from his sleep, exclaiming, “for God’s
sake, Jones, don’t publish any more of my let-
ters!” He will think of the long episile he
wrote to (eneral Jackson from the Senate
Chamber. He will think of the sharp billet-
doux passes he once had with Mr. Van Buren.
He will think of all he has said and written
about Calhoun, Buchanan, King and Johnson—
“and despair’ !

We have been in Missouri more than once.
We have stood upon the “mounds” and confront-
ol the frame of the “Great Missourium.” As the
Rhode Islanders say, “we have resolved not to
be frightened:” 1f Mr. Benton shall call us a
cownrd, we are determined not to say, “Mr,
Speaker, [ am aware of that” But we will
never, of course, stand before Mr. Benton's
pistol. e shot General Jackson. Mr, Bots
sdeclined” fighting about his celebrated letter,
and he may have acted wisely. Arnold’s
“peace party” is the best, and God kvows it
ie our sincere desire to live in peace with all
men,

so stultified as to believe that they can force the
free and independent voters of this Union at this
time, of all others, to pledge themselves three
years in advance for Henry Clay and a regular
Eiddle Bank.

MR. BUCHANAN.

For this gentleman we have a considerable
degree of respeet. The decent conduct of his
publie life, and the urbanity, ease and propriety
of manner distinguishing his private relations,
create an esteem which we take pleasure in
publicly expressing. There are some things,
however, about Mr. Buchanan as a politician,
which we cannot admire. He is too much in
the habit of endeavoring to produce political ef-
fects, by party appliances. He is too much
in the habit of descending from the Senatorial
platform, and toiling amid the dust of the melee
fora partisan vietory, In other words, the
Senator from Pennsylvania not only makes
strictly electioneering speeches, but what is
worse, he seems to do so.

On the day before yesterday, for instance, in
the course of a long party speech in the Senale,
he undertook to draw the lines ol party ,by which
he very modestly arrogated to himselfa bona fide
Jeffersoniamism, while John Tyler, now Presi-
dent of the United States, was made, il not by
direct charge, at least by insinuation, no better
than one of the ungodly. In truth, Mr. Tyler
was reckoned in a light little better than a
Federalist. Now, all this is excessively farci-
cal, and we invite Mr. Buchanan to try his
powers in a three act farce, to be entitled ©A
Burlesque on Republicanism,” in which he shall
make himsell play the part of a converted Jef-
fersonian. We have no doubt, in addition, he
would attempt to make the President perform
the part of a mock Federalist, but he cannot
succeed in making him do this, even in jest, so
he had better leave him out of his play alto-
gether, But we have no doubt the Senator
from Pennsylvania would act the part of a
“converted Republican’ as well any where
else as he does in the Senate chamber.

But to be more serious ; is it not approaching
on the confines of the absurd for James Bu-
chanan, the wool-dyed Federalist up to a late
period, and the author of the *low wages” sys-
tem, a system so exceedingly Democratic,
should, by direct charge, ov by inference, endea-
vor to create an impression in the country that
he 1s a Republican, and that John Tyler is
none? One scarcely knows whether to laugh,
as he would at some dexterous touch in a melo-
drama, or to get downright angry, and to thun-
der out indignation against the arrogance of
such a contrast. I there isa man whose me-
mory the President, asa politician, does wdol-
“1ze, it is that of Jeflerson ; and the difference be-
tween Mr. T'yler and Mr. Buchanan in this re-
gpect is just this: While Mr. Tyler uses Jeffer-
son’s name, and dwells on his memory, and
calls to recollection his sage political precepts
with admiration and reverence for the revolu-
tionary patriot, Mr. Buchanan writes the name
upon a piece ol paper, pins it to his coat, or
sticks it on lis forehead, and thus labelled,
fancies that the public cannot appreciate the
difference between a feeling and a frick, Not
so, Mr. Buchanan, as time will show,

Mr. Tyler has been in public life, in responsi-
ble stations, for nearly thirty years. Before you
aceuse him, Mr. Buchanan, of Federalism, point
to any aely during his political eareer, which is

not strictly Jeflersonian.

been cited as an evidence of that violent spirit
so much deprecated by the enemies of free go-
vernments, It1strue there has been no outbreak
of public sentiment as {ar as action is concerned ;

pressed.

the people previous to the change they made in

spirit at work of infinitely greater violence, and
a disquictude moree fearful than when engaged
in the conllict for political ascendancy.

This gpirit has not had its vrigin among the
people generally. Toa number who are con-
fided with the legislation of the country it more
particularly owes its birth. Indeed, the feeling
we speal of as apprehending the worst from its
continuance, is partially to be ascribed to the
feeling of indignation aroused by legislative de-
reliction of duty, The People, beholding their
representatives engaged in the heat of party
conflict, partake of some of their fire, and even
in the ardor to repress it may become more ex-
cited. :

If there was ever a period at which ananim:-
ty of action was necessary for the faithful dis-
charge of important public trusts, it is the pre-
sent, inasmuch as there was never presented to
an Executive of this Government such a va-
riety of intricate and delicate questions, as are
now submitted to his Administration. The
indecision of the eurrency question; the
Rhode Island controversy, with all the delicacy
involved in it; a series of the most important
questions whieh has ever agitated this country
and Great Britain ; the difficulty with with which
the imprisonment  of some of our citizens, on
the part of Mexico, has involyed us with that
country; and other questions of a local nature
which daily occur. Add, toall of these, a de.
gree of party bitterness which has marked the
warfare against the Executive and the Admin-
istration, by the partisans of both parties, with
the three-fold objeet of thwarting their speedy
settlement, satisfying theic own personal enmi-
ty, and, in the event of an unsuccessfil adjust-
ment of them all, to charge the President
with imbeeility. This is the sea of agitation
through which the President has to steer; and
thé comparison which Grattan made, when Mi-
rabeau was condemned by both of the great par-
ties of France, when he said of him he was the
isthmus between the sea of parties, lashed by
the waves of the royalists on the one side, and
heaten by the billows of the Jacobins on the
other, might, with propriety,- be applied to the
President of the United States and the two |
great parties, in whose sea of agitation he is the
isthimng,  equally receiving  the turbulence of
hoth.

Thereis never wanting a number ever ready |
to resort o l]1‘51\1'|:|||- X dients to secure
some personal end, in opposition 1o what may
be urged for public good.  As there Lasz never
been a period in which there was such a num-
ber of important questions before an Adminis-
tration, in like manper has there never existed
such a degree of deadly enmity against an Ad-
ministration ; and the opponents of the interests
of the country are proportionate in their vio-
lenee Lo its supperters, as the inportance of
thase duties eanse its friends to be strenuous in

but there has existed, and continues to exist, a
feeling of violent party animosity from which
the worst may be feared if not speedily re-

Whatever might have been the divisions of
the administration of the Government; and,

howeyver much they hoped for a repose f{rom
that contest which secured ity there is now a

tions of both rendered a middle course.

the position which it wasneither in their powe
to give nor withhold.
to which he might subsequently be indebted to
them influence his action ?

support would secure.
oran absence of firmness intimidate him? He
knew with what malignity he was to be as-
sailed.

In conneection with all these difficulties, much
1s said in justification of party; and no one will
affirm that any Government can exist without
it. Party, as a term ol designation, must be
applied to every set of men who undertake the
establishment of any principle, or the advance-
ment of any cause. Butit is not a faction that
can be tolerated, because parlies must needs
exist, It is not the voluntary acquiescence of
men in the support of any cause which distin-
guishes faction ; but the forcing them irresisti-
bly into the complianee with its will. Itis not
a connexion formed to discharge duties which
devolve upon public men, but the combined in-
fluence of separate fractions ol parties to pro-
mote some sinister purpose.

ceals itself in secret intrigue.

honor will unite to oppoese.
CASSIUS.

E.uxtract of a Letter, daled
“New York, May 7, 1842.

he press in this quarter is sadly perplexed at
finding a small supply of materials to work up
into “farticles,” to “head Captain Tyler.” The
old stock is pretty well “used up,” and *Captain
Tyler” seems to manage his course so closely
in conformity with the Constitution, that the
whole “corps editorial” can now scarcely frame
an “indignation article.” “His Accidency”—
“the Corporal’s Guard”—and even the Presi-
dent’s “nose,” have all become worn out sub-
jects—and they all sit round, watching for some-
thing new to catch up and bandy round. Itis
really painful to witness the editorial distress
consequent upon the pertinacious quict and Con-
stitutional adherence of the Presidentin the per-
formance of his duties. Il he persevere in this
course, he will destroy the interest of the editorial
columnsofl thelocofoco portion of the Whig press,
Can’t we manage, some way or other, to get the
President out in open opposition to some article
of the Constitution—to address some out-of-the-
way message to Congress—propose some uncon-
stitutional scheme—refuse the performance of
some duty 7—0r, if he will not do either of
these, then smoke a cigar and a pipe at one and
the same time—order a new carriage, and di-

| rect a new livery—tarn the earpet of the “East

Room,” or order a new one ; do something that
may furnish materials for an editortal dash ? 1t
he does not, I don’t know what will beecome
of some of our editors, who see no hopes of
advancement or affice, unless they can put down
the present Administration, and pul up another,
more friendly to their patriotic motives.

1 dou’t know a man who has been so regard-
lese of party organizalion as our present
President. He seems to have got a notion in
his head that his constitutional duties are supe-
rior to the elaims of party, and can’t believe

their zeal to secure their performance.

that it was the intention of our revolutionary

Did
personal interest prompt it? Hehad already

Did the political success

He had presented
to him on both sides the advantages which their
Did a want of courage

It does not show
itgell in the elear light of public duty, but con-
This is a com-
bination against which every friend of public

The “editorial genius” of a certain portion of

obligations. In the more quiet and less laborious post
to which [am about to repair, I shall not forget you,
and t1 my last hour I shall cherish, most gratefully,
this last and most acceptable evidence of you: friend-
ship.

‘With warmest wishes for your individual happi-
ness and prosperily,

I remain, most cordially,
Your friend and obedient servant,
E. M. HUNTINGTON.

To Jno. M. Moore, Esq., principal clerk, and others

clerks in the General Land Office of the U. States.

CONGRESS.

On Tuesday, in the House, Mr. Brockway

was, on his own motion, excused from the Com-
mittee on Post Offices on account of indisposi-
tion.
On leave, Mr, Calhoun offered a resolution
calling on the Secretary of War to farnish a
schedule of the pay, under all its forms, to the
officers of the Army above the grade of Lieute-
nant.

The Speaker then laid before the House twd
communications in relation tothe New York Cus-
tom-House report ; one fromthe President, inclos-
ing a letter from B. . Butler, late Attorney of the
United States for New Yorkandanother from the
Secretary. The main point of Mr. Butler’s let-
ter was a request that ke might be put in pos-
session of charges and proofs thereof, made
against himself, if any. He had not seen the
report, but had learned that he was implicated
by eriminations contained in it.

A motion was made to print these communi-
cations. Objection being made, Mr, Everett
called for the reading of them, and afterwards
the motion for printing was carried.

A communication was also laid before the
House from the Secretary of the Treasury,
stating the emoluments of the District Attorney
and Clerk of Mississippi. It was ordered to be
printed.

The Speaker also laid before the House pa-
pers in relation to the Florida election. This
also was ordered to be printed,

The House then went into Committee of the
Whole, Mr. Thompson, of Indiana, in the chair,
and took up the Civil Appropriation bill. The
Senate amendment, increasing the appropria-
tion for the Marine Hospital in Mobile to
$15,000, was concurred in. On the amend-
ment and proviso, in relation to the Boston
Custom-House, a protracted debate arose. Fi-
nally, the vote being taken with regard to the
Senate amendment, it was found there was no
quorum.

The committee rose and reported the fact,

when a cal of the House was ordered—126

members answering to their names. On the
motion of Mr. Fillmore, further proceedings in
the call were suspended, and the House again

went into commuttee. The Committee of the

W hole refused to concur in the amendment of
the Senate granting $100,000 to the eustom

house in Boston, The sum of $50,000, origi-

nally ardered by the House, remained in the

bill.

On the next Senate amendment, which ap-

propriates $28,000 for payment of sums now
due for completing the castom house at New
York, Mr. Proffit made, in opposition to the
amendment, an able speech, manifesting great
industry of research. The principal point of
his objection rested on the fact, that the money
now called for had been already spent without;
the authority of Congress, and in the teeth of
the refusal of Congress 1o appropiiate the mo-
ne{. His speech opened the debate, and Mr,
Fillmore followed in an elaborate reply.

o




