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CREDITED TO CONSCIENCE.

QUEER PAYMENTS TO CITY AND NA.
TIONAL TREASURIES.

‘Wuous CONTRIBUTIONS OF MONEY ILLE-
GALLY WITHHELD—REMORSE FOR WHICH
THERE WAS NO OCCASION—RICH PLUMS
RECEIVED BY CONTROLLER FITCH.

The “consclence fund™ contribution of £2,930
glerling recaived by the United States Trhasury
a short while ago 1s a remarkably large sum to
pe sent thus anonymously. It waa in the form of
s bill of exchange drawn on a New-York bank
I favor of the Secretary of the Treasury, and
wae forwarded by the Rev. Prebendary Barff,
yicar of the Church of 8t. Giles, Cripple Gate,
England. The Rev. Mr. Barff merely wrote that
the MONEY Was from a man who did not dis-
elose his identity, It i= seldom that a man's
congelence troubles him to the extint of nearly
§15,000. In fact, most sums received under such
circumstances  are of moderate  amounts,
gtill, this  whole subject of ‘“‘consclence
money” 18 not  without interest, It has
jong been the custom of the Becretary of
the Treasury at Washington, the Assistant
United States Treasurer in New-York, the State
Controller and State Treasurer at Albany, the
Controller of this city, and many of the banks of
New-York and other moneyed Institutions to keep
& record of these sums, which are entered up In
the books under the head of “Conscience Fund."

General Bookkeeper Barrett, of the Finance
pepartment of New-York City, sald that the re-
eeipts of money for the “Coneclence Fund” varied
go much that no annual estimate could be made
a¢ to the sum it would produce for the General
Fund into which this money Is turned. In the
last eleven years, including 1885, the total amount
has been $4.84277. The total received last year
was 32,253, the largest sum ever pald In twelve
months. The yearly “oonsclence” recelpts for
the period named have been as follows:
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Every vear a 350 bill s sent to the Controller

fnclosed in a letter written on notepaper In a
dellcate hand, explaining that the sum s “due

for taxes on A Very small estate.” The signa- |

ture to the note varies. Sometimes it is “A, B.
C," at others "B. A. C.,” agaln "C. A. B." The
first of these fiftles, according to the records,
came in 1883,

On January 5, 1895, a $50 and a $20 bill were
recelved by the Controller. Printed in a neat
hand in pencll on a slip of paper pinned to the
bilis were the words, “Due to the elty."”
January 23, 1885, the same sum was inclosed,
with the same words inscribed In apparently the
same hand.

On March 13 the Rev. James McGean, of old
Et. Peter's Romar Catholic Church, in Barclay-
st., sent $130 to Controller Fitch which he said
had reached him through the confessional. The
sum of $15 was received on March 20 from F.
Harper, who wrote that It came from A man
with "2 very unmodern consclence.”
the Controler recelved 360 through the mall
The accompanying letter, written In an frregular
band, said: "Owed the city for taxes.”

SMALL SUMS AND LARGE.

From the last-named date no consciences seem
to have been troubled In 1885 until November 21,
when the Controller recelved three new, crisp
$100 bills. They were attached to a plece of
paper upon which was written in pencil, “This
money I8 due the city.,” The next day, Streat
Cleaning Commissioner Waring sent $1 to Cun-
troller Fitch. “For dirt removed by Depart-
ment carts” was written on the accompanying
letter.
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Then an afterthought came to the consciens
tious emigrant. ¥e folt that he must tell the
whole awful truth and he added a postscript,
apparently in his own hand: “1 tnok the things
I thought were dutiable through with the in-
tention to pay no duaty.”

“Often,” continued Mr. Jenkins, “such ltems
accrue through articles sent by mall. Peaple
on the other side serd gloves and such things to
their friends by Jetter. Sometlmes such letters
are marked ‘Mable to duty,’ and then the post-
“fﬂ_"ﬂ offitials have a right to open them. If
they think a letter eontalng contraband goods
they can open and examine it. If they find anv-
thing, thay carefully estimate its value and
mark the amount of the duty on the outside
of the envelope and forward the letter to the
address., There the postmaster mugt collect the
duty before the letter is dellvered, His office
Is responsible for the amount, Between two and
I!lreP hundred letters a day are recelved at the
New-York office requiring exeamination. If a
mistake occurs, the Government never lets up
vntil It finds It exactly | remember one Ingtance
where Government inspectors were nt work two
Years on an error of ten cents, They finally
found It, Mut It will not do to let anything go
by, The Government will work just as hard
for one penny. To permit a single lapse in an
opening wedge to greater dlecrepancles, and no
one can possibly estimate the draln that would
engue to the revenues {f errors were permitted to
multiply.”

Assistant Poetmaster Gayler, In response to
thE- question about “congclence money,'" replied:
“No, 1 do not remember any |nstance of con-
science money In this Department. The oppor-
tunity does mot exist, There are instances of
persons gending in a two-cent gtamp with a
letter. In this they say that they have recelved
a jetter or package which had not been stamped
at its proper welght, and Inclosed the postmaster
will please find the extra stamp due on such
letter. This |s an example of excesslve honesty,'

THINGR ONE DOESN'T NOTICE.

CAN YOU DRAW A TRUE REPRESENTATION OF

YOUR WATCH DIAL?

Tha ohgerving man, whosa close and microscopic
methods of observation have caused him to note
the carelessness of his fellow-men, and who always
sees things which no other man sees, or sesing
cares about, was holdling forth, He was expatiating
on the lack of development of the bump of obser-
vation in the average man.

“Now, to {liustrate,”” he sall. *“If you should
find your desk In another kind of disorder than the
one In which sou usually leave it; If everything
should be on top Instead of on the bottom; if
your good-naturel friend should scowl or your
moroge {riend greet you with a smije; !f you should
find the pletures in your rooms changed about, or
It you found a new face at your favorite news-
stand, you would notice it and remark the change,
and pat vourself on the back and think, ‘What a
close observer 1 am' But how many of you can
tell me,” he continued, “what words are printed on
an elevated rallway tieket? Every one of you
buys from two to six tickets svery day, and how
many have looked at them clogely enough to say

| what Is printed on them?"'

| giad to get rid of the plece of paper.

No one knew, although the party was large
“It {sm't a falr test,” sald one, "One buye a
ticket, rushes away with l:, throws it In the box

and ‘steps lvely' to get a place in the car, He s
Not one man

| in twenty keeps a ticket long enough to look at 1t

On April 4, |

The largest sum which was recelved in one

inclosure for years was sent to the Finance De-
partment on Dacember 10 last. It contnined
$1.500. ““Taxea justly due the city” was all the
explanation that came with the money. Two
days before last Christmas the sum of 37 iIn
cash arrived. The transmitter wrote tersely on
& bit of paper In the same envelope, “For Clty
Treasury—_unsclence.”

The Jast contributor Controller Flich has had
to the “‘Conscience Fund' came last week In the
ghape of a new §2 hill.

“We have nol the slightest notion where these
voluntary additions to the city treasury come
from,” sald the general bookkeeper, “and so far
as 1 know, no attempt is ever made to find out.
If the senders thought that their personallty was
likely to be Inquired into they would probably
promptly cease their contributions.’™

FOR OMISSIONE TO PAY DUTY.

“Do we ever get consclence money?’ mused
James H. Jenkine, assistant cashler of the Cus-
toms Department of the Custom House, echolng
the question of The Tribune reporter. “Yes, very
often; but it never comes in Jarge amounts, It
is quite Impossible to tell where it comes from;
nor have we any means of finding the reagon,
When money s sent In that way, the sender

simply Incloses 1t In an envelope with a brief |

note to the effect that ‘Incloged you will find $107
or whatever the amount may be, 'which belongs
to tha Government. Please credit it and an-
pounce the receipt of it through the papers.
These letters are always addressed to the Col-
lector, and he generally glves the item to some of
the reporters, and tie fact reaches the public In
that way. When such an anonymous communi-
catlon l& recelved the money is credited to the
‘Consclence Fund.! If these people only knew it,
they need not go #o far round to satlsfy their
feelings. There are two other funds which are
intended to reach the same end. For lnstance,
pome one may come from the other slde and may
have something which he does not declare &8
dutlable at the time of arrival, The person sy
not make the declaration for many reasons. The
presumption {8 that he Is not aware that such
goods come under the law. Later he may ree
gomething that will lead him to change hia mind,
This money then passes to the fund under the
head of ‘duties withheld.*

“QOthers, again, may send the money In, saying
that it s for dutles, but withholding the i.ime.
This money is then credited to the fund of dutles
from unknown hands. But moneys recelved In
any other fashion arc always put down as ‘con-
science money’ and are carried along under that
head, and so forwarded to Washington., There
they become swallowed up in the general mass
of revenue, 1 cannot say whether any specinl
disposition s made of them. As I have sald,
however, the amounts are never large.”

Then he brought out his record book for the slx
months beginning Ju'y 1 jast and ending on the
last day of December, and. running over its
pages, found one item In Beptember. The amount
was 964, and it was credited. “Duties from un-
known hands.® In November was another
amounting to $3, pearing the same credit refer-
ence. On Decemher 24 however, was a double
{tem as & tribute to consclence. The fact that it
was recelved the day before Christmas may or
may not be of significance. One amount was for
$30 and the other for $20. These were ull the re-
celpts for the half year.

A BUPERSENSITIVE CONBCIENCE.
“Now," continued Mr. Jenkins, “you will find
that this Is about the average manner in which
the items run along so that the amount in total
is comparatively insignificant. 1 remember
rather a comical Incldent In connection with this.

A Swede out In Minneapolls sent a letter to the
Collector containing §1 He gald that when he
came to this country & short time hefore he had
some articles which he d'd not declare, but that
his consclence would not lat him rest and he had
therefore forwarded the amount. Well, we looked
the matter up and found that ths articles he
thought so much of were not dutiable under any
circumstances, The money was returned to him
Mr. Northrop. He replled, and I have that re-
" Thereupon he brought out his letter-book
and this was the letter the Swede had written.
He had evidently had & severe struggle with the
name, for he adressed it to G. T. Armhurp. Such
an aspersion upon the clearness of his hand-
writing Mr. Northrop meuets with the utmost
g00d nature:
“a Bir: Your letter of December 2, with §1 75 In-
has ?ua received me, and has caused
mm lmnm%uormn most _of
were new. God

bless you for

closely. It's not a falr test.'

“Possibly not,” sald the observing man, “but how
about a watch? No man carrles a watch without
looking at |t --nrnruliﬁ severnl times a day, and
yet how many men know how the dial of their
watches are marked?”

“Why, everyvbody does,” gald one, and then the
observing man smiled

With the ald of a coln and a pencil, eleht men
each made & circle on & plece of paper, and then,
with excuses for bad drawing, made What each
thought was n copy of his watch dial. Fome made
Roman and others made Arabic characters; some
had the fourth figure 4, some IV and some 1111

Seven were wrong. One drawing, on which the
sl space was blank, saved the party f{rom the
gnesrs of the obeerving man.

Investigation showed that of the pixteen watches
In the party, the dials of fourtesn had no six, and
that two had a part of the Roman six where the
characters werpg not entirely obliterated by the
gecond dfa)
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RECOVERY OF THE CZAREVITCH.

HE 18 PHOTRECTED AGAINST IV'ST—A RE-
MARKAEBLE HOLD ON LIFE

S0 desperate was the condition of Grand-duke
George of Russia when he arrved in the South of
France that it i= quite refreshing 1o hear of the ex-
tracrdinary improvement in his condition. He has
gained s=omething lke twenty pounds in welght
during his stay, and divides his time between sall-

HOW

fng and bicyeling, spending sometimes 4 Many as
three hours at a streteh on his wheel Ho promle-
{ng is his state of health that his mother, who
had made all her arrangements to proceed to the

! Riviera in order to attend his deathbed, has now

| of linen and his coats have no nap.

definitely postponed her journey, and does not ex-
pect to see rols, her favorite son, agaln uniil he
returns to Russia in time for the coronation of hia
brother.

He has kept as much as possible in the opfn air,
is wubjected to the most rigorous discipline for the
gake of his health, and extraordinary care is taken
to prevent particles of woollen dust from irritating
his throat. Thers I8 nelther hlanket, earpet nor
curtain In the Villa Turble, which is his residence.
The hedcovers are guiited and of elderdown. Every
kind of knitted wrap Is excluded. His overcoat I8
The floors are
waxed dally, and the rooms In which he slts and
slecps are daily subjected to a strong dravght

This only serves to show that as Jong as there is
any lfe left there Is hope. Six montis before his
father dled he wae condemned hy his physiclans,
and it was confldently amserted that his death
could not be delayed for more than a few weeke nt
the longest. Yet still he lingered, He has wit-
nessed the death of hin glgantie father, who
geemed to possess the physique of a Hercules. He
has followed to the grave his morganatic wife and
Hitle child, both of whom died at a few days' In.
terval at his residence, Abbas-Taman, in the Cau-
casus, about six weoks afler the death of his
fataer. And yet, Instead of his being on his death-
bed ope hears of his mcovering health and strength
in an astonishing degree

S e

HIS CURIOSITY AROUSED.

From The Wasnington Post,

Edison George Thompson, proprietor and pub.
lisher of “The 8t Paul lispatch,” was at the vng.
ital vesterday. He will doubtiess he one of ths
delegates<at-large from Minnesota to the 8t Louis

| Convention, and will cast his vote for Senator Tiavis,

“] was travelllng through England and Ireland on
foot with & knapsack on my back and in company
with a facetious friend of mine named Morrison,"
observed Mr, Thompson In the course of a soclal
conversation that touched on a miscellany of sub-
jects, “and In our wanderings we came Lo &n Inn,
11 was late at night. but by the bright moonlght
we were snable] to #ee that the sign had a coun-
terfeit presentment of two usses’ heads, with this
not unfamillar legend Inscribed over the pleture:
When shall we thres meet again®

“We stood for o moment gaging at it, when Mor-
rison went to the inner door and began to thumg
upon it with his cane. while the #choes rang throuy
the house, | was just golng to expostulate with him
over his unseemly conduct when an upper window
was thrown open and the Innkeeper thrust out his
head and in an indignant tone emanded t in
the name of all the demons under the earth we
wanted,

“ “That's all right, old man.

Don't_get excited,™
the monat affable tone of

ealled up my friend in
volee. ere are only two asses’ heads on the
wign, and [ just wanted to #ee the other one.’

SAnd with that we started up the road.”

AP
THE OLDEST BRITISH TREES,

From The London 8tar.

The oldest tree In this country is the yew-tree at
Praburn, In Kent, which is sald 1o be 3,000 years old;
while at Fortingal, In Perthshire, I8 one nearly as
old. At Ankerwyke House, near Stalnes, In n yew-
tree which was famous at the date of the signing of
Magna Charta, 1215, and later war the Lrysiing
place of Henry VIIT. and Anne Boleyn. The thres
yews at Fountaing Abbey are at least 1,200 years old,
and beneath them the founders of the abbey sat in
1nm Thaﬁ-re no ;::nnu:huh:‘:!tnl rival n:giy:‘?

eurs ng the g oBl WKe 0 ned.
Daition 3-.. ﬂ,k. in which was blown

Damarey wvonshire,
had this distinction. Cowthorpe Oak,
g::i“# hetty, orkshire, Is said Lo be 16X years
old.

etherby, ¥

PLAYED ONLY IN LENT.

AN OLD GAME BROUGHT UP TO DATE.

BATTLEDORE AND BHUTTLECOCK I8 NOW BADMIN-

TON, AND A FINE SPORT IT 18, BAY THE EN-
THUSIASTS~WHEREIN LIE THE
ATTRACTIONS,

Exactly what peculiarity there is in the game of
badminton which demands that it shall be playel In
Lent and at no other time in the year it might be
dificult to say. Perhaps the long and persistent
practice necessary to [nsure anything ke ac-
curaey In hitting the shuttiecock = considered a
wholesome spiritual discipline for the penitential
season, Or, on the other hand, it may be that
badminton is so thoroughly jolly a game that (s In-
fluence is needed as a kind of antidote to the sober
lL.enten routine of extra church services, abstruse
lectures, cooking rlasses and similar improving In-
stitutions. Whatever the reason, the fact remains
odd and indisputahie.

If the heaus and holles of a century ago could
drop in upon a meeting of the Badminton Club
gome Saturday afternoon at the Berkeley Armory

they would be astonished at the possibilities de-
veloped from thelr old-fashloned battledore and

A BADMINTON TOURNAMENT

ehurtieecack
bark wnd forth to which
svatematizeal nto a game
with nets in the middle,
would doubtless ba surprised at the unflagging sn-
sport by the gay thrar
e over |

they 1#lome

and «

WwWore ac
Wris m

thusinem shown for the
of young men and women who are &
the floor in every direction in fetermined puireu
of the Nvely and Irresponsibie little

feathers and cork 1f they happe ned to
a tournament day they would fin
more brillinnt, Dogens of spectators are theh pres- |
ent, and though thess are discrectiy reicg tied to |

buneh
e on

1 the scene st

benches in the corners, out of reach of the fNying
shuttlecocks, this banlshment cannot subdue thelr
sympathy with the contestinis, whom they «n-
courage with Inspiring ealls and han iclap

The pretty afternoon tollets of the women and
nE as

pen- |
make |

red and gold colors of the club, wr
nantk from the posts which support the nets,
the appearance of the large armory Liright and
pleturesque
THEY BELIEVE IN HADMINTON |
In it seventeen years of existenca In New-York
the Hadminton Club has furnished the younger
members of soclety with & lLenten amusement
which never loses [ta charm, The game |8 restrictol
to that season, but any player would scoff at the
notlon that I8 continued populnrity is due in any
measure to its limited reign. [is friends are cer- |
tain of lts superiority over any other indoor ath-
letie sport which s intended to be played by both |
men and women, and they advance VArious reasons

for their opinion.

“Why, our membera have all tried ather games,”
gald 4 player who wan extolling the merits of this
one at a recent meeting. He was watehing a match
In progress as he spoke, and was following the
clever shots with uncontrollable interest. “Hut
this i& ahead of them all; (t—Ah! well played, H—,
keep It up!—! beg your pardon; I was suying this
Is not teo vielent and overheating, while at the

20 §*

251t POLES G HICH

NET AFEET WIDE
FRoM TOP.

OF THE USUAL BADMINTON

COURT.

DIMENSIONS

game time it requires great skill and quickneas to
play It well, You might eall It a milder form of
tennis Another great sdvaintage—Good return,
Miss L—; they can't get that Kind over the net
again'—ls that badminton doesn’t take up A guar-
ter of the room needed for tennln. Now here we
have seven courts, while there would be room
for only one of the regulation tennis slze.” The
member paused at the sound of his name, il be-
fore he could kay another word was abruptly
dragred off to complete a set, without so much
a8 being consulted In the matter.

While badminton (s Ly no means a new game, It
has never aequired as widespread popularity as Itw
merlts seem to deserve, and descriptions and oritl-
clams of 1t are not common, The rules govern-
ing the courta, the materfals and the play, which
are observed by the club at the armory, are es-
senttully those of the Ahmedabad Badminton Club
of India, as they wers luld down In 1874

NO (REAT SPACE NEEDED.

One of the convenlent features regarding the
court Is that Hts dimenslons may be Increased or
diminished, according to the capabllities of the
room in which the game Is played. A common
slze In B feet by 0, but the seven armory courts
are each 36 feet long and 16 broad, ‘This gives
about the same area, but makes the court maore
oblong instead of nearly square, 1t s marked off
by meaas of ehalk linen on the floor, and divided
in the middle by the net.  This differs from the
kind used In tennls, In that It measures only two
feet in depth, and Is suspended with its lower J

They would see the random tossing |t
1 |

M for tennis. They | t

edge four feet above the floor. It Is held taut by
guy ropes attached to posts at the ends and In
the middle. The neta of the Badminton Club are
anly 11 feet 6 Inches long, and the lines of the

court are congequently narrowsd toward the centre
to that whith, The space between the net and the
end of the ground js divided about mldway, as Is
shown in the dingram, The corners of the Inner
court marked off with curved lines are the spots
where the gervers stand.

The old-fashioned shuttiecock of familiar pattern
i® the same as that used to-day. Rubber ends were
tried at one time as a substitute for cork, but they
were goon abundoned. It was found that with sev-
eral persons playing at close quarters some one
was often struck, and, while a blow from the cork
was scarcely felt, the rubber was decldedly un-
pleasant. Nb badminton “erack,” hy-the-way, ever
mentlons a “shutt ecock,” In the language of the
game, they are “hirds” One of the most amusing
things at first 10 the Inexperienced visitor s the fre-
quent and emphntic ery for a “fresh bird" from one
playver aftsr another. The hard usage which the
dellcate things rece soon gives the feathers as
draggled an appearance as those of real binds after
a battle, and the club’s superintendent, James Ken-
nedy, Is kept busy snpplying new ones to the various
Regular badminton racquets are Hghter and
smaller than those used In tennis, o0 that they may
be more castly and guickly wielded. Many p.ayers,
however, use thelr ald tennls bats, not minding the
additional weight.

HOW THE GAME 18 PLAYED,
Although in Its generil {dea badminton resembles
jnwn tennls, which, in its modern form Is sald to
have been developed from the simpler game, yeot
thers are a few |mportant differences. In badmin-

BERKELEY

AT THE ARMORY., !
wn ona to four persons may play on a sl le,
being the maost common numhber,  The
st mowave be roturned on the volley; I It
iches the gr i unted ws u miss to the
piayer falling t t, and o hia slie After the
femt @y firee & return, th livisions of Lho re-

the pariners heing
e an Lthelr own
1e In =erving,
g the wervice Is
jeet of the re-
Wt ns wpeedily
nally been

afe ot almerved,

riude 3

the ton of the net with the mequet aml re

thig over It to strike at the “bird”

stroke (s allowed jn seri o e

vk | by it that return
v hit In volleying 1t

ol of striking.

fiously quick moyve-
it w0 muech needed
ase with which
about to mest all
vicination for the apecs
) Club girls has troined
nd as well as her right,
often glves her a desira-
« pogitions on the court. The
her #hifrt 1 racguet In A
hand to the other produces A
which t« caloulated to he-

antwgonists, Where there are so many

urt ¢ e ot the same opportunity for

U alanig the wiielines wh presents luedlf

. but u favorite trick s Lo s the “bird™

with just enough fopce to take It over the mnet.
b= 1l

kely to knosk
alr, whence It fre-
1f it should

Lol &

The receiver, Il he hits
It almost stratght up in
]

quently drops Lack into his own anurt

cross the net, however, the server sian Is ready
wnd glios it n sharp bow towand the back of the
court. If he = gul enuught he whl often eateh

the roceivet’s partners off their guard and score
patnt
NOT 80 DANGEROUS A8 IT LIRS

“MHow pleht people, flourishing their rac-
quets about 1n 80 Ao W Rpace, manage to Kesp
from hitting each other congtantly, is more than 1
can understand!” exciimel o woman who was
wiatehing & togrnar 1t makes me fairly hold
my hrenth when two af them rush for the

those

ur th

shuttlecock nat the same (me
“That's goe of th rysteries of badminton, you
Krow ohseryeil ap okl player, whao sto 1 at her
elbow. "Nobods knows why they don vl each
y g, bt the faet remains that

other many a hard knock °t
It 's o thing which selidom happens

Oudly enough, most of the wamen whe plivy pre-
fer to keen their hats op It would ns turally be
gupposed that they would be far more comfortatle
without these Incumbransss, especlally ne o many
of them are obliged to devote part of thelr atten-
tion at critical polnts tn the game to keeping the
eluborate ereations from salling away in the alr
Iike the *birds” themszlves, There are a few who
pluy hatless, and they appear much freer without
the handicap,

A clyb, the Ife of which runs Lack for sevent
yeare, naturally has something of a history
Badminton Club of the ity of New-Yutrk, to give
| full title, was organized the winter of
by Thayard Ularks Langdon
The membership that scat
cronmed with ench succesding yusr untll in 1884 1t
1 1880, for some reason, there wis
the oyl dishanded temporariy. It
wid the next yvar with seventy-flve
. has gone on without interruption over
This senson thers are ahout two hundred
hames on the roll  When the club was started the
meotitgs were held i the old 718t Reglment Armory,

n

wnd B

hied peaebed 50
no playing

at Brondway and Thirty-lifth-at Later, when the
reglinent moy to Hia new armory, at Liroadway
Forty-iifth-at,, the club moved with it, and

vl there until a few years ago. Since then tho

M Weat Forty-fourth-st,,
The membership of the
changing. Od play-

Berkoloy Armary, at No
his been Jtn battle-groumnld

| the Insinuation that he Is ¢

Wilks. |
i was forty, nind' it in- |

cluly is, of course, wngtantly

erw drop out ench » Coand their places ure Nlled
W new ones,  Tndess inee It was foundsd, anothor
Kefirition has sprong up, many of the younger|

sot being the sons and doughters of the origlinl
oharter moembers

The present board of oMesrs conslits of J. Nor-
man de It Whitehouse, president; Amory 8. Car-
hirt, viee-president: T 00 Oakley Bhinelander, sec-
retnry, and Howland Pell, treasurer. These, with
I Horave (tallat n and Schuyler Behleffelln, furm
the Executive Committes, The patronesses nre Mra,
Jotin dneob Astor, Mrs 1. Muhienbure Halley, Mrs,
Nicholns Fish, Mrs Juhn 1 Kane, Mrs. John Alsop
King, Mrs, A. Newlold Morris, Mrs, Frederic J. Die
Peystor, Mre, Willlum Rhinelander, Mrs, Charles 1,
Hands, Mres, Prederie Sheldon, Mrs. Walter Lispenard
Huydam and Mre. Aleganler 8. Webb,

INSULTING THE EMPEROR.

From The Forinlghtly Review,

Never, perhapa, was there a monarch  whosa
fpeeches more loudly challenged eritielsm.  Hut
they are sacred. To comment on them in words
that ralse even a susplelon of disapproval is sum-
clent to conulgn the wr or speaker to jall for at
lenst three months, mwore probably six, possibly
twelve,  Nay, astounding as It muay appear, It s
nene the less o fact that lése-mnalesté may be com-
mitted by saying nothing! In October lagt “The
Cologne Gagetle” haid an account of 4 man—a Ger-
man who had been In Ameriea—whio was unfortu-
nate enough to offend In this way, He was at a
enté with some companions, and they fell to dis-
cusaing the comparative merits of the German nnd
Amerlean constitutlons  Of course, the man who
hied been in America was In favor of the American
natitntion. He waxed eloquent on the subject,
and went on o -n%_ “As for the Kalser”-— then,
pudidenly realizirg the dangers that beset that word,
he stopped short. But he had already said too
much. He had been overheard by some one, who de-
nounced him to the police, They arrested him, and
he was u.timately seotenced to three months' im-

prisonment. It was not asserted by the prosecution
that he had said anything against the Kaiser; he
was condemned on the facts as | have stated them.
1t was assumed that, if he had finished the sentence,
it would have contained an insult to His Majesty,
and this was enough.

A later example is, if possible, more astounding
still, An upholsterer In Dantzig was asked at a res-
tourant 10 estimate the value of a plaster bust of
the Empress, and said {t was worth only a shilling.
For this he was tried, At the tria] the bust was
produced, and, being found to be of m very inferior
quality, the man was acquitted, But that he could
have been tried at all on such a charge is significant
enough.

Such cases are ludicrous except for the victims,
But occasionally the oversensitive loyalty of the
Germans leads to results still more absurd. Thus
at Bonn last summer a party of friends were
chatting at a restaursnt, when one of them Eeald,
“What a fool that Kalser Is!" The audaclious
words wers not allowed to pass unavenged.
policeman was at once called in b
and the culprit glven into custody. Then it came
out that he had merely been referring to an ac-
quaintance of the name of Kalser {a not uncommon
neme in Germany). Even then he was taken to the

lice statlon, and had some difficulty in obtalning

{5 release,
THE ANDAMAN DWARFS.

AN INTERESTING RACE OF ASIATIC ISLAND-
ERS THAT 1S RAPIDLY DYING OUT.
Washington correspondence of The Fhiladelphia
Times, .

the

A remarkable ethnologieal collection from
Andaman Islands has just reached the Natlonal

Museum. It comprises a large number of objects
illustrating the arts and industries of the strange
race of dwarfs whicn inhabit an archipelago In

the Bay of Hengal. Sallors have long known Ilhn-rn
somewhat disrespectfully as "Little Niggers,” be-
cause the average height of the men Is oniy about
four feet ten Inches, while the ordiniry staturé
of the women s four feet seven Inches. Perha
the oddest thing about them |8 that they look llke
bables all thelr ltves, seeming never to grow up.
Withal they are {ifuh?l..ll}' the most primitive sav-
ages in the worll., The colicctlon referrad to has
been forwarded by Dr. Enrico Gigloli, director of
the Florence Museum,

The dwarfs of the Andamans, until quite re-
contly, have not known how (o make fire, On ane
of the islands of the archipelago is an active vol-
cano, from which they were accustomed formerly
to ontatn fresh suppies of fire at intervals, 3peclal
expeditions for (his purpose were not often neces-
sary. inasmuch ns they knew how to keep fire
burning in decayed n-au-‘] for an indefinite length of
time. The people of a village, when leaving an
encampment with the Intentlon of returning in &
few ays, would take with them one or more
emouldering logs, At the same time they would place
A lirge burning log or faggot In a saeitersd spot,
whers it would smoulder for a long while, so as to
be eastly rekindled when required. Incidentally,
all lahor of nplltllnr and choitping was saved, in-
asmuch as such a log could be broken into smail
plecea by hammering [t with a stone.

This method of keeping fire In decayed wood |5 still
practised rcommonly by tha Little Niggers, es-
wolally in the Interlor of the larger |slanas, where
they do not come into contact with white visitors.
Noihing introluced by whitea has exclted thelr
wonder s0 much as friction matches, To produce
fire with such ease offhand struck them as actually

a superngiurasl accomplishment.  Anthropologists
any that primitive man did not invent fire; he
found it. Having found i1, it 4ld not take him lon

to discover uses for it. Not untll long ages ha
passed dil he learn to make fire; it was an ad-
vanesd art, the practice of which required a high
degrre of =kill. 1f you do not bhelleve It, fusg try
to got o spark by means of the wooden sticks com-
monly employed by savages for the purpose.
Formerly the dwarfs of the Andamans were ac-
eustomed to murder ruthlesaly gll strangers who
approached thelr shores, Malancholy indeed was
the fate of shipwrecked eallors who chanced to
#eek refuge on the Islands of the archipelago.
They were sure to bhe shot to death with arrows.
Indead, distressed mariners cast away in that part
of the Bay of Bengal would be most likzlf- ta be
massacred even at the present day. It is belleved
thiat the Inveterate hortillty of the Little Niggers
arose ordginally from the cruel practice of Malays,
Burmese and Chinese, who visited the Andamans
to get edibie birds' nests and sea cucumbers. They
and =oll them as slaves
nelghboring couatrles,  When the British es-
ttlement there the saviges froquently
nid took every .‘.[l{mrttml:}' u? steal-
ols and other Implements which ex-
ty. Within recent years they have
Ively tractable, however.
geveral shades of color among these

used to kidnap the natives
In

ing the
cited th
become

rangl frem bronze to sooty an
hinck. halr is extremely frizzly. so as to look
ns If i g ¢ in eplral tufts. Tt ia fine in texiure
and seldom more than two or three inches long

Most of the women shave thelr heads once n weik,
leaving only 1 narrow strips of halr from the
: tiv the nape of the neck. Many of the men
w the snme practice, thouzh the style is differ-
ent, i clreular patch of halr yix inches in diam-

eior belng left, ke a skull cap, on the erown o
the  head Men  sumetimos  shave cach
h but only when the services of a w
ni flat for it is one of the duties of !
eX I these tribes to aet us barbers, The eyebrows

removed also, The razor s a flake

nre generally

of quarts or glass

These dwarfe are aimost naked. The women
wear small aprons of leaves, but the men wear

nothing. The men wear bunchea of leaves at-
tnehed to thelr kneos nnd wrists. CGarters, bracele(s
and necklaces of hones, shells or wool are common
ornaments.  ‘Tattoolng serves to a cerialn extent
as a substitate for ralment. Women do the tattoo-

Ihg As a protection axains: the hot tru[»!-‘.’ll
guti, the people smear their bodlea with n white-
wash of ciay and water, BEfforts to reclaim the

¥
Andnmanese from thelr savage state have not pro-
tuced results of unmixed good, Homes having been
eatabllshed for thelir heneflt by missionary influence,
thom: commodated at these institutlons are fat
and lazy, sponding thefr time for days together in
singing, dancing and feasting
It i» an oll story that whersver civillzation goes,
with Its diseases and whiskey, it wipes out the
primitive savage races. The Andaman lIslands af-
ford no exceptlon 1o the rule. The original popu-
intion thera 8 rapldly disappenring. the death rate
fur excecding the birth rate, and hefore very long
interesting people will be practically
extinet, They hav Iiente constitutions, not belng
able to withstand sicknesses from which Europeans
caslly Fifty years {8 the extreme limit
of age nmeng them, and, partly owing to the great
mortelity of infants, the average length of lfe ia
it twenty-iwo years, From time to time
ilea of measles and other complaints com-
municated from the whites have destroyed large
numbera of them, Thelr lll-2uccess In rearing their
offspring 18 die In great measurs o the custom
by which each infant 15 suckled by the women In-
Algeriminately. In this manner digeases are spread,
It I & notable fact that no Lo or lunatics are
ever found among the Andamanese
The Little Nigeers had no knowlelge of intoxi-
cants untll the Buropeans came  Like most sav-

an eavesdropper |

ages, they have readily sequired a taste for whiskey, |

atd both men and women have become Inveterate
smokers of tabaee
I: used to be supposed that the Andamanese wers
cannibals, but !llufn bellef has no foundation in
finet Thev express the greatest horror of the
custom. Marrlages among them are arranged by
o-betweens, and newly marrled couplea are so
sashful that commonly they do not exchange a
word or even a look at each other for some days
afrér the ceremony

JACQUES LE LORRAIN, POET-CORBLER,

From Tre London Noews

Paris now possesses o new cohbler, who happens to
e o gonuine lternry mar Mr. Jacques le Lorrain,
poet, novelist, playwright amd  ex-professar has
actually opened a cobbler's stall or Looth in the

Fue du Sommerard, and proposes 1o mend the shoes |

of the students and others residing in the Latin
quarter.  He has addressed to his prospective cus-
tomers & communication ln verse, Ira which he re-
fers to other shoemaking or shoe-mending poetse,
ke Jasmin, of Provence, and Hans Bachs, of
Nuremberg,  Hoe polits out in this effusion thit, ns
thie times are hard and as (t A difficult to put uj
with dry bread only, he has resoived to start busi-

nesa na a “gniaf,”’ which is the slang word for the |
| gone to sleep!” and then 1 went on and stabbed him

putehers of old boots

M. L¢ larealn has published three volumes of
verse and two novels, which wers highly praised,
while a comedy of his was recommends) by Alex-
andre Tnuirmas fils to the manager of the Vaudeville,
whe produced i, The cobbler hard protests against
corntrio, that he tries to
imitate Toletol, and (8 seeking an mivertisement.
He has stmply wanted 1o float an enterprise at
whirh he ean make money, for during fifteen years
his Mterary compositions have brought Blm in very
wmall sums,  His play was a fallure, principaily, he
thinks, because he re sented on the stage an un-
serupulons man of lett Loving his indepen-
dence, he preferred to have a small business of his
own r r than enter an office He has had some
experience (n the hoot aml shoe line, for his father
was o follower of 8t Crispin.  He, refore, de-
termineid to set up for himsell. He has thus glven
u}- the life of & literary Hohem!an forever, and puls
his trust In leather, M. Le Lorraln has a fully
qualified cobbler with him a: a partner, from whom
he Intends to take lessona, He hae already obtained
a few customers, and hopes in tlme to extend his
business,

—_—
ALONG FAREWELL TO ALL HIS CREDITORS,

From The Loalsville Courler-Journal,

A Marshall County man adopts a rovel method of
Wdding his ereditors farewell.  He writes them this
pfferting message through “The Henton Tribune®
feeling, no doubt, that it would b too much of &
jub to write personal letters to sl of them:

To the Public and Fspeclally My Creditors—It be-
comes my ;mlnrul duty to hereby anncunces that for
the good of my creditors and securitors I am bound
to leave for parta unknown to them, as it |8 im-
possible for me to meet my obligations while 1 re-
malned hera, Gentlemen, vou have been my friends!
On account of pever-ending reverses 1 must leave
rou, seemingly, In a very ungentlemanly manner,
yiut, seoording to my own views, ‘tls better for us,
both you and L. By =0 dolng 1 may pay what I owe;
otherwise 1 never can. 8o, goodby, my friends! If
IProvidence permits r{ou will not only hear from me
wgaln, but gee me when T am able to reward you for
your losses In befriending me. Rupnutmtl'

JOHN W, ENTES.

A DEFENCE AGAINST GERMAN BANDS.

From The Philadelphia Record.

A German band composed of four pleces stopped
In front of a Norrls-st, saloon yesterday afternoon
and started to play “Annle Rooney.” A erowd of
wrehing, attracted by the musie, soon gathered
around the musiclans, Then a michlevous-looking
boy appeared on the scene sucking & hr‘f:- lemon,
He walted untl] the band was in the midst of the
tune, and then he squeexed through the crowd, and,
standing in the midst of the muslclans, started to
suck the lemon with all his might and main. The
effect was instanlaneous, the sounds lssuing from
the brass Inetruments became feeble, and at last
they ceased altogether, and the four Germans,
whose mouths were dripping molsture and all puck-
ered up, made s break for the little fellow, threat-
ening him with terrible punishment. The little fel-

low made his "i through the crowd. however,
and soon showed the four Germans a clean palr of

L

PLAYS WITHOUT WORDS.

HOW PANTOMIMES ARE MADE AND
ACTED.

THEY ARE WRITTEN LIKE ORDINARY PLAYS,
AND THE WORDS DISAPPEAR AS THE
REHEARSALS GO ON.

It is a curious Fecord, that of an actor who cas
say that he {s forty-five years old, has been on the
stage for thirly-nine years, has played leading parts
for twenty-seven years and has never spoken &
single line in a play. That is the record of Paul
Martinett, who is playlng just now at Koster &
Bial's. It Is scardely necessary to say that Mr
Martinett! Is a pantomimist. For some reason, pan-
tomime seems not to be appreclated here. Audl-
ences seem not to understand It. Three attampis
were made to get New-Yorkera to come to see the
beautiful and pathetle “Prodigal Son.” A few un=
derstood it, wera fascinated by it at once, and went
to see It over and over agaln, but there were mot
enough of them, and the house was seldom more
than half full. Mr, Martinettl's acting in “Robert
Macalre” at Koster & Blal's was enjoyed, no doubt,
but it did not find the appreclation that it deserved.
It Is diffioult to see how any one could sit and look
at It without feelings of growing wonder and delight
at the setor's ability to tell a story that was at first
domic, then thrilling, then pathetic and finally he-
role, with no means of conveying the thought but
the lines of his face and the movements of his hands,
his arms, his feet and his body. The exactness with
which all must be done, the minuteness of detall,
the precision of study and the finish are no less
than marvellous,

The old accounts say that the Italian pantomimists
could make their audiences weep by the use of
gestures alone, thelr faces belng masked. The state-
ment is hard to belleve, but it can be understood
by one who sees Paul Martinetti in “Robert Ma-
calre,” or Mllo. Pilar-Morin fn “The Prodigal Bon.*
The Italian pantomimists of to-day are a worthless
lot, Mr. Martinettl says. They keep up a succession
of random and unintelligent gestures, which might
just as well mean anything else as what they are
supposed to mean. When Mr. Martinett]! moves his
foot or his finger or hia eyebrow, It tells something,
and the audlence, {f it has any power of apprehen-
slon at all, knows what It is. Mr. Martinett! does
not despalir of full recognition in New-York, and be
says that he hopes some time to play “The Duel In
the Bnow" here. It has been done at the Londom
Empire, and those who have seen It there say that
New-Yorkers have missed a good deal.

“Tell us how a pantomime is made,” said a Tribe
une reporter to Mr. Martinett! the other evening,
as he came around from his dressing-room to the
front of the house at the end of his performance

“[ write all my pantomimes myself,” sald the
aoctor, “except some that my father used, ‘Robert
Macaire,' for Instance. In the first place, I have
to get the central idea for my play and work It out
and determine that It Is one that is suitable for pan-
tomime. Of course, there might be many a good
play with words of such a pature that it could
not be expressed or understood without the words,
I have to take care that the plot I select can all be
expressed by action, When 1 am sure that my plot
is all right In this respect, I write out a sketch of
the action, putting In the main points of what Is to
be done, all the entrances, exits, ete.”

“Something llke the ccerario of a piay?”’ the lis
tener suggested.

“PANTOMIME WORDS&."

“Just llke that. Then, when [ have that done sats
tafactorily, 1 write the play. I write It just as if
it werr to be spoken, with full dialogue, all the
speeches complete,  After that 1 write the play
again in lts final form. This time the speeches are
not glven In full, but enly thelr ‘pantomime words,”
s 1 may call them. 1 mean, of course, the words
that can be actes. Many words can be acted, and
some cannof, of course, and I know exactly which
ones can. In this way & spesch in the first form
of the play might read, 'You and I will go there,”
In the second form it will read, ‘You—I--thera'
These are the words that can be acted, and wh
the metor comes to that speech in the play he
point to his companion, then he will point to him-
#e1f, and then he will point over there. [ write out
@ll the separate parta for the actors in this way. Of
course, there must be many things In the play that
cannot be told Ly gestures at all, and these mosily.
have to be told by the face. In t(hese cases,
of the ‘pantomime words,’ the actor's part has a di-
rectlon, such as 'with a feeling of gorrow,” The
parts also have full and complete stage directions,
telling exactly where the actor 18 to go and where he
I8 to be at every minute of the

“Then come the rehearsals. 1
rest of the actors to play thelr
play goes on, 1 speak the words of their parts—the
pantomime words —while they act them. And 1
speak the last words of each of my own speeches,
80 as to give them thelr cues. As the rehearsals go
on. of courss, they are able to get along more

lay.
gaﬁ'o to teach the
parts. Bo, as the

| more without the words being spoken, and, at Iut.l

when I give the order, 'Tu-morrow, letter perl'ael,‘
a the stage manager of a spoken drama does,

expect everyhody to be able to do evervihing with-
out a word belng spoken. Btill, the prompter I8
glways ready at every rehearsal and at every per-
formance to set any one right who forgets any=

thing.”
THE HARD WORK OF REHEARSALS.

It often happens in Mr. Martinetti’s pantomimes
that there are a dozem or more people on the stage
at once, and that they are all fiying around like
hens with their heads off. It looks llke hopeless
confusion, but It all comes out stralg.tat the end
und everybody is in the right place. The thought
of this led the reporter to inquire If the re
hearsing was not harder and more elaborate
that of a spoken play. “Certainly,” sald Mr.
Martinettf, “it is much easier to learn a play In
words than in actlon. Everything must be done
with the greatest care, and the greatest precision
in every movement must be acquired, so that thers
may be no falee passes, Then sometimes the
pantomime has spectal music, so that ev move=
ment must correspond to the Proper note, or everys
thing will be thrown into confusion, There was &
pantomime, for instance, that we did in Brussels,
called “The Dead.” It was in three acts and had &
musical score ke a Wagner opera, and everything
In it had to be made to fit exactly to the music.”

“How many rehearsals does |t take for & new
pantomime ™"

“Weil, we rehearsed “The Dead’ every day for
three months in London, and then we had forty or
more rehearsals of It In Brussels, at the rate
two a day finally.”

“And do mistakes never happen in the performse
anee, in spite of everything?’

“Oh, yes, sometimes, but the actors are ready for
them, For Instance, you remember that 'n ‘Robert
Macaire' the policeman hangs his cloak and hat on
a post, and 1 see them and think that they are t
man himself standing there: 1 try to kill him
think that | have succeeded, Well, one night the

st and all fell over. Some one told me that they

ad fallen over before | went on the stage, 8o, Ins
stead of knocking him down as I stabbed him, I
made my action express: ‘Hello, here’s the fellow

just the same.”

“That seems casy enough, but in some of your pane
tonumes, ‘A Terrible Night,' for instance, there I8
a good deal of rapid acrobatie work., There Is one
place where one of the actors makes a jump
the stage and lands on the top of a wardrobe of
hookcase or something. Suppose he should miss it
Wouldn't it throw the whole scene out of order?”

“Oh, no, If he mieses that he does something elsej
gots under the table, perhaps.”™

“But doesn’t It confuse the other actors? Dossn’t
thelr sction depend on his?”

“Yes, but they know what to do In case of an ao=
eident llke that."

“How do they know? How can any one of them
tell \.whal'. the others are going to do?"

“Why, It has all bean rehearsed.”

“The accldent has been rehearsed™’

o 'eru\nlf: we have to rehearse accidents just like
anything else. Then, when one happens the
know just what Is to be done in place of what
i'o hﬁw bsen done, and the play goes on wit

reak.”

80 there are more things in pantomime, just ae in
everything else, than are dreamed of by those who
gee only the results of it, and not the means. It
n pity that It cannct be made more popular a
more comman here. Pantomime of the right sort ls
& lesson to both actors and audiences.

T ———————
—ee e

A MOTHER-OF-PEARL HOUBE,

From The Sar Francisco Call.

0d4 habltations are to be found all over
fornia. Sometimes there {8 a good reason for ﬁ
being odd, but often it is the result of some crank
ilea. On the beach near Cypreas Point, in Monte-
yey County, there ia ane that cannot come under the
first head, and hardly under the last.

The residence belongs to & Chinese fisherman
and is part natural and part the work of his own
hands. The natural portlon of the house s a
cave in one of the many rocks that stick up

The Doach.  The other part is
O yen ahed "which has been bullt in front of this
[ used s of the ro

{3

kind, but the aesthetle Chinaman overcame
objection b?r covering the whole outalde
abalone shells, the hollow side being turned out.

The Chinaman evidently did that many 580,
when the shells were plentiful and m
any market value. Every shell used has been
destroyed, an one or more nalls have been dri
Hlmugh them according to thelr size, Bome 5
the shells are magnificent in color and snormous
#lze. There |8 one at least fifteen Inches in di-
ameter, and a duplicate In good condition could not

B

be bought In San Francisco for any price, ost
of the larger shells, if they were not punctured wit
nallholes, would readily sell for an 8 to

t
aplece. But that size cannot ba had in the ma
now, and would be diMicult to Aind on the roeilrm
of any part of the coast.

The general effect of the house, when the
strikes it at the proper angle, is dazzling.
lished, pearly surfaces sparkle with ast
rilliancy and flash with all the colors

ralnbow. It Is a pleasing s
and the only pity Is that so many beau
were destroyed to produce It -




