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lrnamc. The British third and fourth army.and part of Fran-

* the (zerman uran-r} and mifantry more and more d I“
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man infantry have been rz:: h? iy
emy. In this :i:m the ' and Fortieth

malll‘y distin themselves, beating off many hostile
attacks.” :

LONDON, March 24.—An official on the, v
been h# -

operations says that 54 enemy airpines -
down.

BERLIN, via London, March 24.—The Germans have cap-
tured Peronne and Ham, and defeated British and Ameriesn
regiments brought up from the southwest for a counter-at~
tack at Chauny, according to the war office statement today,

The statement adds that more than thirty housand prison-
ors have been captured and six hundred guns have been
taken by the Germans.

Victory in the battle which has been raging near Monchy,
Cambrai, St. Quentin and LaFere is claimed by the Ger-

co-American reserves are declared to have been beaten with
the heaviest losses on the line from Bapaume to Boucha-
vesnes and behind the Somme between Peronne and Ham, g8
well as at Chauny.

Concerning the work of the German soldiera the state.
nt sayn: ;
‘For the achievement of a formidable succens the troo
of all the German races expected their utmost; the attae
ing #pirit of the infantry could not have been exceeded. It
was shown what German bravery can accomplish. Light
heavy and the heaviest artillery and mind throwers, unceas-
inglv pressing forward over crater fields, essentially coms
tributed to the Jl!l[\]\!lrl of the infuntr_\' I“.ﬂ(‘k Whll: con-
tinuously pressed forward, Flame throwers took their part
of prisoners in the fighting as in their ordinary work and
maimntained the old traditions. e

“Aviators and balloons brought valuable information t0
the command. Our chaging and battle echelons, accustomed
1o victory, maintained in hard fighting, mastery in the air
anid attacked the retroating enemy eolumns. Motor troops

tnmne and traing worked Incessantly,

“Paints of communication in the rear of the enemy were
ihe obiectives of our bombing squadrons who have been
active every night

“Owgr eaplures have in reased to over thirty thousand
prisoners and six hundred guns, On many of the remaining
points of the western front artillery battles and reconnoit-
ering cogagements have continued,

Iy the other theaters there (s nothing new.”

Withdrawal of British Forces [
Planned as Defence Measure

LONDON, March, 24 The withdrawal of the British "‘
forers glong the battle front in France was long ago plmme_d !
i the event of the Germans attacking in greal force. This

annoneement comes from the British front thru the Asso-
elated Pregs correapondent, who deseribeg the operation of
the Britigh army a8 o masterly withdrawal, made pozaible

gallant gho k troona in the front lines, who checked the
sdvanes of the Germans, while artillery, machine gun and

rifle fire worked appalling slaughter, thus enabling the

main body of the Britigh to fall back (ir[]‘n'l’ilfi'[_\' and with-
out confusion

I'his army, Il Yo lars Y9 NS been conserved, Tiﬂl'l up {o

vv few counleraltac ks have been made againgd

Where the British have stormed the Germa

iewly acquired positions they have driven them buka Bn

each mile of advance makes the bringing up of supplies

8 iretRent
LA L) t

the Gsermans

: pyguestionably British sat



