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CHAPTER I—8ecret wil-

Nins, pussled over the theft of Gov-

ment's ¢ .‘r%-lll to his ald Detec-

be Pinkwell ey think they have

vered a new cipher, whea the office
. Brookett, tells them ita "The Dia.
gon Clpher” ahd starts for the ball park.
CHAPTER TI-Brockett, Chmia Lom
an A Biamess, Ramon Balano, a Cuban,
ogether with some twenty othar (wm
ters practice baseball playing ustil dar
ne of Wilkina' stanographars is seen W0
S8 A paper to mysterious stranger.

CHAPTER ITT-As nv!mo‘ﬁ Provk-
ptt's clipher, the ball player Solano
mre engaged by government for mysteri-
ous misslon. Yaeimoto, mysterious Jap,
ealls on BreckettL

CHAPTER IV.

When FBrockett's senses returned,
Wiz head was humming and burzing
lwhile stranges, confused nolses seemed
to struggle with one another for the
right to add extra discomfort to his
dnzed and throbbing brain. He pulled

himself to his knees, and was lmme-

diately tumbled down again by the
fall of some heavy body across his
back. A vigorcusly kickilng foot at

gached to a squirming leg, canght him
in the wide, and halped to drive the
: fess awny. A twisting mass,
erking and heaving spasmodically,
omed agalnst bim, upsetting him
the third time just as he was re-
gEuining Bis balance. Part of the mass
jcame almost under his own fnce as bhe
ptruck the walk, and, even In the dark-
mess, he could recoguize the features
fof Mr. Yazlmoto, dlstorted with fury
mod with pain. Broockett reached over,
wclutched the throat of the little man
fwith fastreturning strength, and
grirangled grimly, mercilesaly, till the
Japanese 1oy limp and motionless, all
the fight choked out of him. Then =
gmall, solld figure climbed off the legs
of the prostrate prisoner, and scur-
ol In the direction of the street-
amp. A moment Iater the HNght
Kleammed out In all lts pristine radi-
wnce, giving the bewlidered Brookstt
m chance {0 survey the scene of bal
Rle,
Mr. Yarimoto, very Itmp and very
ffensive, was siretched ouf under
t's knees. Ten feet away Ra-
" gnon Bolano was viclously kicking &
koan who was still fighting, although
Mown and at an overpowering disad-
tantage. Evidently badly hurt, and
Bardly able to drag himself along the
und, this dauntless warrior was
rying to erawl to closer quarters with
khe Cubsn, who stepped lightly buck
rward, walted till his viotim came In
range, and then drove his foot erash-
pn‘ into the body of his enemy. The
jsmall figure which had vanished to-
the street-lamp reappeared,
ung iHself mpon Solanoc's adversary
pinned Lim down. Aside from
king captives of the beaten asanil-
. the fight was over.
| Brockett and Solano tried to heip
ofr prisoners %0 an upright position,
t neither Mr, Yaztmoto nor his ally
to have as much strength as
Ilmp rag. Alded sbly by Mlke Mo-
Kane—the small but active partisan
#u the recent struggle—the boys —an-
mged to drag the captives inside the
pparlor, and placed them side by side
n & sofa. Mrs DBrockett and
rtha, after assuring themselves that
e of the three champlons had re-
cetved serious injury, sat fluttering
d wideered near the door, while
Interrogated the badly dain-
egad Yazimoto,
i “Besms to me Nr. TYartmoto
[Brockett began, "that you owe me
muite am explanation. What's the
meanfng of all this excftement, any-
how
Mx. Yasimoto locoked oo at hia fall
wr, and then at his fellow-captive—a
dark Inttle man, as plainly Oriental
Yastmoto himeelt, but as plainly
& Jeapanese nor a Chinaman.
en & mnfla, & really plessant, amia-
emile, overspread his Dbruised

*1 make mistake, Mr. Brockett
o8t misfortunate error. [ plan bob-
well, but this boy, this small
ellow, disarrange plans excellently
xacuied. ™
“Surest thing you know, pal” ap-
MTke McKane, gleefully. “I'm
o disarvanging kid when I get start

1
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required to do”

“! understand you perfectly.
Yazimoto, Yon wanted to get certain
documents from my pocket, and
thought they would doubtiesa be In
that pocket when [ stepped out into
the dark.”

“You speak of perfect knowledge,
Mr. Brockett. So we make you In
the nncon=cious condition, using no
force greater than essential. But be-
fore we oan what we requlred
from your pockets, we are attacke«
We are overpowoered 1, myself, am
expert in the fiu jutsu, but while 1
nm ocecupled secking for your pocket
this boy, this younxk Samural, for he
most honorably great as a fighting
man, spring upon me, seize me by the
enk! and throw me prostrate, SO
that the jlu jitsu cannot ald me.”

Mik=s McKand

“*That's one trick ¥
Mr. Yazzy.”
i Buy
one jerk—why, say, & baby oould
hrow Jack Johneon!
York 4id sling J
a Hitle peaweho)
larry I'm

Mr.

talto

gurgled gleefully.

use overhlooked,

bhe ¢h

round the ankles, an’ give him
ne kid In New
that way,
. BRRY, ‘scuse me
in on yer game”™

|

Mr. Yazlinoto eyed the stocky mes-
songer, Dot &t all resentfully.
“It was bhonorably s, a8 the bor

cIplaln I shall remember
tack—some time 1 may make estima-
le ase of it. 1 am thrown down wilh
this assanit of the boy, Mr, Hrockett
them you return to seneibleneas, and
| am with great speediness defeated.”

“How about your friend, Mr. Yasi-
noto?” put in Salano. “"He dkdnt
cem to have any flu jitsn ready o
w. 1 followed Mickey through the
inor: your partner tried to stop me,
wnd one good kick Drought him down
n & heap. Couldn’t you have picked
1 better helper™

Mr. Yazimoto looked rather ruefuily
ipon his associate, whe had oot
wned his mouth gince emtering the

house, and was simply nursing his
brulses

“My friend,” sald the Japanese, “Is
not what you would say of expertness
in personal encounter. With the bolo,
possibly, he shouid do admirably well,
but he bas not of sufficient gkill for
honorable battie.” !

“He's no Jap, all right,” commented
Aike McKane, studying the silent pris-
aner. !

“No, Not of Nippon,” exciaimed Mr.
Yarimoto. “He is of long long dura-
ton my friend, however, and for many
rensons he is In scoompaniment with
me this evening.*

“Fiipino, 1 should juodpe™ Tre
marked Solanoc. *“Let me talk to him.*
The Cuban spoke briefly but eamphatic.
ally in Spanish, and the prisoner re-
turned a short and equally emphatie
answer. Bolano looked somewhst crests
fallen an ha transisted.

“He sayn" interpreted the Cubam
youngster, “that he has mno Informsa-
tion to give me; that Mr. Yasimoto
ean do all the talking necassary, ol
that I am & renegade and a dog
be mixed op with Yankee pigs”

Thare wasa o general langh {n wihich
Mr. Yssimoto joined as heartfly ad
anyone. Then the Japaness looked np
at Brockett with a qQuizxisal =ir.

“The explanations aeare honorably
finished, Mr. Brookett. You bhave now
the follast comprehension of the com»

that at-
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proceedings. It is mow to awk—
ehall you, being victorious, do
us, being honorably defeated ™

supposa,” responded Brockett,
we ought to have you run in.
that might ocause unpleasant
I don't care to have

 copting A

| two. "See?

 I'm goin'.

departed, Brockett and Solano
cesded to Investigate the thick en-
velope which Mike McKane bad

brought them. The messenger sat by

—a wise little owl and a loyal one—

while Mrs. Brockett and Bertha fut- |
tered to and fro, still mdre or less ex- |
elted by the events of the evening.

A packet of yellow-backed bills was |
firzt bhrought to light, and then a lot-
ter, penned In the firm hand of Chief
Wilkinse. Another sheet was next
oponed. reveallng the handwriting of
Mneral Cole, which wnas not unfa-
miliar to young Procke®. Toth bovs
were relleved and pleased to find that

nothing typewritten bhad beer sedt
them
“No chanee far any treachery

{here ™ remarked Solano, AR Chief Wik
Xina' letter was apen the to-
bie. “1f stenographer connted
on Eetting 8 eopy of this particalar
document, she losea™

Brockett langhed lMght-heartesdly,
apd then whistled In Ex-
inimportant sentences
beginning and the <l

both wers In his own

placed

yeor

surprise
frow
at the

letters

aa OfF the

elpher,

and even the addreases upon (WO
rmaller envelopes foided bhetweoer

| theets were in the same hlerogiyphie
script Harry rmapidly read through

Chief Winkins' letter, and found it to

be as follows

*“TOTC ATCW W TC B A TC
W EHRE2HH WP TC FiIn BEP HR
PO PO 2BH TC AE WP Pos [ R HR
WRFn R TO TC Fin L. Poa W TY

Fin TO SH Pos L. R Pos E AR §H TO
W Pos T SH PO 8H RH BBH HR TO
nH HR F Poston INH Pos WP L TO
TC B on | 1 i f ). T i
) ’ -
HR P ) i
A St 80O I 1 SH W I i
HHRT 8H 3B 2 A POBSB
'O SH W PE R HR FA 71 S H
A SH WP AB W HR R 2BH W S
FA PO WP'S
“SIimpie enongh,™ remarked B
ett &8 he finlshed the letter
row moroioe you will go 5y "
cultozs a route as ean be traveled
.-\".":-t?'. eleht dave Rar Noral

where you will find Gome
Give him lot
reply.”

LA

ter and cipher Key. Oring

“Earlly understood,”™ eommented
lano doublitiess
Nogal oo the maps
there by as roundaboot & road as |

S0.

“We can Rancho

N
Dd

il
sible—within a limited space of Ume
Rea=206 for the cireultous Journey
eanfly seen. QOur troploal friends, the
little brown meon, might be trailicg ua
What does the general savy?™

“Hia leiter s short and to
point”™ answered Drockett
ot the screed, worded in
lon:

“Fos TO BH PO FA Pos L. TC 2DH
HR T 8H PO 8H TO

MTending
this fazh

) 8H W PL

BA EH WP TO TC R TC PO E
SH PO PO SH BB IBH L Bro yn
R PosT pos PO W WP"™

“*At Fl Paso, gtve letler and key
to Colonel Lewls Bixth cavalry im-

pie encugh, btut do we ses the calonel
on our way there, or oomning bmck ™
“Prubably laft to our

own Judgment
and eonvenlsnce,” apswered Solnno
“Xow, then, let's locste Rancho No-
gel.”

“I think I bhave found the pince,

Harry,” espoke up Pertha Brockett
“"Whils Fou wore randing the last

I -
sage, 1 glanced along the map of the
Mexiean border—good thing we have
an atiss—and located Rancho Nogmi
It ecems 0o De m small station per
haps ten milsa =outh of Presidic del
Naorte, in Chthuahua.”

“Some names fthem™ remarked

Mike McEane. “"Howinell will
get the hang uv “em?”

“You, Mickey.,” laughed Solano. “For
get them Dbefore you sprain

I ever

your

| tongue.™

*Forgft nothin'” replied the mes
sengar boy. “1 gotto learn ‘em just
the same &8 youse two ™

“How do you figure that out,

| Mike?™ querfed the amused Erockett.
The stubby messenger grinned back

&t him,

“Because I'm goin’ along wit’ youse
1 got In on this thing so
far, an’' it looks better'n all the Old
Slsuth am’ Nick Carter stuff that was

| evor pulled. You gotta take me in, for

It youse don"t count me in,
I follow snyhow, an® reskoo ¥Youse
two ginks when the enemy has got
youse by a toehold ™

Mr. McKane's declarstion, natural-

| 1y, was recelvad with hilarious laogh-

ter. “Not a chance, Mickey, not a
chance,” erled Brockett, “You couldnt
pet awny without lostng your job, for
one thing; for another, you'd go broke
before you had traveled two hundred
miles, and, Bnally, If yon ever did

and we are to RO |

the |

-

1 SEE WUSE
WO HEROES A
LITTLE LRTER”

25.caliber, steel-jacketed ball—amall,
of course, but with plenty of pene
trating power. It seems to me that
those are about what we need—any-
bow, T'll bring them over in the
morning.”

“Sounds great to me.,” sald Brockett.
“Well, then, let's return to discussing
our route. Question before the house:
How to reach the Nogal Ranch within
eight days, and yel to cover as large
an extent of country as possible, and
in as criss-crossed, Intricate a fasbjon
a8 we can.” -

“Why not go to New York™ sug-
gested Mrs, Brockett. “You ecoald
throw almost any pursuer off your

| track in the mazes of Manhatian, and

ad home, leaving Brockett to a fmal

Ay of the cipher dmh’“M“““ﬂ
poreer { e of thirty feet below low tide sod wii
e thus pass some of the eraisers of the

{Canilaniad Bext wosk) Pacific station. But the cutting is to

HOW TO ACQUIRE JUNO FORM

Dr. Sargent Tella Women & Try
Hard Mousework If Thay Cesire
Graceful Figures
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Women who wish to he beautifal,
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Native Dweliing in the interton. |

» untll there wiil be encugh

t the pgreatest of the
e the most
base In the
) The has-
s lnndioc ked and o 4distant from
When the
wils to the «ast, the middle and
— o harvs haen ‘!f-':M th.
- ‘ large enough to Somt
the world
has been
twelve years
materially after
the occupation
Staten of the Philly

wor 8
ledd naval

world

e Ve 1 e

- on weld naviea of
straction
wWAY more than
wins hastened
snlalh war and
United
ine LRianhacs

1den forts and dlsappearing guns
he latest pattern are 1o protect the
ey whor The guna will uses amoke
ean powder 80 as to render thelr dis
prery by an enamy more uniibely
wiee would be the case
most of the expense in con
with this great undertaking
for the evtting of 4 chan
e one side of & coral rest
0 1 veswtin can get to M Waler
neide the harbor. The coral is of the
ridest charucter and, therefore, e
been slow Put the ™
will be permanent and there will
P need of dredging to Teep the
than 4460000
is of cora! reef have bean
1 he approaches

than othe

nectlon

“gm been
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THREE LETTERS A MINUTE e g egy e oy
I rraving deck The drrdock has Desn
That Was the Best Speed of the Sem ‘ s large scale. It s T
aphore Telegraph of the Days of v 110 fest wide and fiftefive
the French Revolutien | teat deen largs snough in every way
: ' leship
- . | ywa'l has the advantage over the
Ve Al “d A5 A DATH Lase Decauss It
o Ame an coast and con
A an ships can pet to
.t s n & comparstively
r ne In the event of war.
' NO LONGER NOON IN STRAND
. Violent Ramady Applied te Clock Thafl
1 Foolad Londaonery for Ten
y ' K ; Yeaars.
! ' 8 B I Lonfon —PFor ten years the oloek of
i A itior 1794 2t Mary-leStrand bas looked due
¢ . e wost paat y Savoy and Cecil hotaln
and telagrs 1 across and on the Charing Cross announcing
; s sorze to all that the hour was axsctly 18
Was In that year, and the (ext wa o’clock A couple of days ago the
as follows: handa of the old clock wers removed
“Conde is taken from the Austri- and a familiar feature of the Strand
ans.”™ bas thus becn lost
e setee die the selitusl TLe rector's wife axplains that peos
- - ple passing down the Strand aboul
vention, sitling in Dans, sen! Dack | noom have been decelved into thinking
the following reply to the army: that the old eclock was a trustworthy
“T'ha Army of the North deserves | timeplece, and the result has deen

:‘F‘." gratitu P .\_‘ !'h_c J"‘"!"’.’Y.‘.

The semaphore operators attained
a speedd of three letters a minute in

five weather, with an average of ane
a minute over long distance. This
made necessary the Invention of con-
densed codes, which came intn fash-
ion.—New York Telephone Review.

Incomplets Milking Bad.

Incomplete wmilking bot only robs
the dairyman of the richest portion
of the milk, the drippiaga, but dam-
ages the cow, tending to lessen her
dally production and to shorten the
period of lactation. It takes a lirtle
more time to draw the last pint of

“tnnumerable letters of ocomplatal
from all ¥inds of irate people whe
have lost trains or missed appolnd
ments. Thiz has gone on for yesars,
until st last & clockmaster cffered ta
take away the bands and leave the
dia! Blank but not misleading.”

The reason why St Mary-le-Strande’
clovk peinted te the same hour for tem

, long years !s simple encugh. There

wis 2o money o defray the axpensed
of keeping it in order

Up to sleven or tweive years egs
the vestry looked after it, but whan
the Westminster eoity ocouncfl took
over the vestries the clock’s income
wae s'opped. Private genecosity kept

Its short resumption of labor was
due to e enterprive of sa organ
blower who one day cllmbded the
tower, wound up the spring, and after
a struggle managed to get the pendu-
lum to swing. To the astonlshment of
the verger, the rector and peaple In
the Strand. the old slock recorded (be
. bours of one, two and three, aud th v
Neoxt day It was put back o

w
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