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HAPPENINGS OF THE WEEK FARMERS' AUCTION

GOSSIP OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
BOILED DOWN

Massrs. T. H. Geddy, N. L. Hen
ley and R, L. Spencer, accompa-
nied by Dr. Thomas N. Potts, went
down to Warwick courtbeuse Mon-
day to attend court.

This has been the coldest May on
record in this section. Sunday and
Monday nights were cold and a
heavy frost fell. Ice formed at To-
ano. While damage has been done
the early potato and other crops, it
is belieyed that po permanent ipjury
will result. Many people in town
saved their tomatoes by coveriog
them., The cold nights have re-
tarded the growth of all crops.

Mr. Scott, who purchased the
Amos Lomgshore place west of
town, is expected here soon to spend
the summer, The house has been
overhauled and repaired for the
new owner.

Mr. Cary Branch, of Toano, the
well known trucker, was in Williams-
burg Monday morning, on bis way
to Richmond,

Hon. H. U. Stephenson anc Mr.
E. T. Martin, of Toano, were in
Williamsburg Tuesday to attend a
meeting of the stockholders of the
Peninsula Bask. Dr, Stephenson,
who is a prominent physician and
surgeon, left oa the evening train for
Richmond on professional business.

R. R. Lee, a son of the late Car-
ter Lee and a grand nephew of the
great Confederate chieftain, Gen. R.
E. Lee, was a Williamsburg visitor
this week.

Mr. D. A, Powers, of Magruder,
was a Williamsburg visitor Tuesday.
He reports that wells are drying up
in Bruton district and that the
drought cootinues there with bad
eff=ct upon crop prospects.

Mr. Gregory Spencer, Jr,, of
Newport News, spent Sunday here
with relatives,

Mr. Z. G. Durfey, of the State
Road force, spent a couple of days
here the first of the week with Mrs,
Durfey,

Hon. M. H. Barpes, of Provi.
dence Forge, spent last Sunday
here with his family.

Prof. J. W. Ritchie. director of
the William and Mary Summer
Session, has every reason to expect
a large attendance at the term when
it opens in Dublio on June 18. The
session will last six weeks, closing
August 14,

Mr. and Mrs. Collin Cooper, of
Washington, D. C., spent several
days here this week. Mr, Cooper.
who is an artist of note, sketched a
pumber of places of historical inter-
est in and near Williamsburg.

Dr. Thomas N. Potts, presiding
elder of the Eastern Shore district,
with headquarters at Salisbury, Md,
spent Monday and Tuesday here on
business.

MR. COLE ELECTED REGISTRAR

The Williamsburg electoral board
has elected Mr. H. D. Cole registrar
to succeed W. C. Johaston, resigned.
The latter has held the office since
1902, haying been appointed a mem-
ber of the board of registrars by the
Constitutional Convention. Itisam
office that is not much sought after,
but is really one of the most respon-
sible in connection with the election
machinery of the state,

Mr. Cole has posted notices that

HOLDING ITS OWN

Last Saturday was Farmer's
Auction day, and while farmers
were more conspicuous by their ab-
sence than their presence, the sale
was successful and all who patro-
pized it ssemed satisfied. Of course
the loyal few were there with their
live stock and other articles for sale,
but very few new faces were seen,
showicg tnat as usual the farmers
are hoiding back and denyirg these
sales the support they shouid give
with a cordiality and enthusiasm the
enterprise metrits, Butas some peo-
ple have ‘‘to be shown,’’ perhaps a
few roore months will open the eyes
of those who will oot see.

Mr. Mouquin, who has been the
biggest patron of the sales andto
whose individual support is due
much of its suocess, writes The Ga-
zette: "Willlamsburg and the Pen-
izsula have had on the second Sat-
urday of every month, for the last
six months an auction market, be-
gioning at 11 a. m., which have
been a great success. Anyooe can
sell here what he does notpe2d and
can realize on it in a quick way.
Those who want aoything at a rea-
sonable price can get it without go-
iog to Chicago. Most of the goods
sold there are delivered free at the
Williamsburg station or to the homes
around. At least the Williamsburg
market has the glory of a great en-
terprise, not so big, however, as the
Panama Capal. We have to thank
the committee in charge for thei:
kind comsiderations and also Capt.
Maynard for the beautiful market
place on cld and new historical
grounds.”’

Mr. Mouquin last Saturday sold
calves, lambs, pigs, lumberand bay,
and he says the prices realized were
good and he got the cash on the
spot. He finds that the market is
the best way to get rid of his sur-
plus stock and has never yet failed
to get fair returos for what he offer-
ed

The mext auction will be held here
on the second Saturday in June,
Io the meantime let the farmers get
their things together and bring them
to this sale. They cannot afford to
let the market day go by default
now, just when it is growing into a
perminent thing of inestimable value
to them.

HOLDCROFT

Holdcroft, Va., May 12—An-
other of Charles Ciiy's gallant sol-
diers has answered the last roll call,
Mr, Fleming Bions, a member of
Company K, 53rd Va. Reg., Pick-
etts Division, passed away at his
home in Claremont last week. Mr.
Binns, who was 83 years of age,
was a native ¢f this county, where
he spent the most of his life, is sur-
vived by his wife and one
daughter,

The smallpox scare has oot
abated. Dr. Ashton Harwood, who
has been very ill with the disecase,
1s now much improved, Many cases
are being reported in different sec-
tions of the county; vaccimaticn is
proceding as rapidly as possible.
The so called quarastioe is not being
observed by many who have been
exposed to the disease. With the
coming of warm weather it is be-
lieved that the dasger will soon be
psssed and that normal conditions
will prevail. No services were heid
at the various churches yesterday,
The mecting of the Jr. O. U, M,

IMMORTAL POEMS, CLEVER EDITORIALS
ON THE WILLIAMSBURG CLOCK

e e —

A PRETTY AND APPEALING THEME FOR THE
FAGETIOUS NO LONGER EXISTS

The Gazette. in order to preserve
for the delectation of future histori,
ans, in this column reproduces a
clever ecitorial from the Richmond
Times-Dispatch, as well as a couple
of poems that have found their way
to this office. Some day it will
make interestirg readiog,

But the clock is rucning agaim,
and the theme for the clever writer,
the poet and the paragrapber, is lost.
The council, thinkiog the town teo
poor for such extravagence, cut off
the anoual appropriation of $50
Later, after securing a magnifyiog
glass they found §25 in the town
treasury and promptly appropriated
that toward winding and cariog for
the clock in Brutona church tower.
A competent man could not be se
cured for $25, so Councilman R L,
Spencer decided to appeal to the
public and by Tuesday moming be
had secured an additional $25, so
the town clock {which, by the way,
is an Episcopal clock) was set going
Tuesday morpiog. True it is run-
ping a littde fast, but it is just tryiog
to make up for lost time.

The people of Williamsburg are
very happy that they can again hear
the meilow stroke of the clock.
““All's well that ends well,”* but we
do feel sorry for the Newport News
and Richmond papers in the loss of
a pet theme.

York, when be can dwell in the ever
lasting Sabbaths ot Lotusburg? O
thrice blissful village where none
shall ever ripe and ripe or rot and
rot; where time is symbolized by
the moming-glory and the four
o'clock; where slumber is unbrogen
by harsh warnings; where mealtime
is the only almasac! Out upon the
miscreant who dares import am
Iogersol! Not even a sundial shall
remind you of stealing death. Im
winter you will Eibernate, and in
summer you will aestivate, and at
gight you will sleep, and ir the day
takea nap, and never a clock disturb
yOou maore.

(Wednesday's Times-Dispatch )

**Official notice was served yes-
terday on The Times-Dispatch that
pever again can “‘lotus-lidded Wil
liamsburg’’ be called siow. The
little city that once was the capital
of Virginia has redeemed itselr, and
bas become a fast town.

*'Not long since an editorial article
in this newspaper referred to various
sights and scenes ic the historic city.
One of them was the tewn clock,
that, perched en the tower of old
Bruton Church, bad stopped as
though never to go again. The com-
clusion drawn was that the people of
Williamsburg had no need to know
the time, and were bappy io this
condition.

““Lhereupon,

( Editorial Times-Dispatch) citizens got busy.
Once we wrote of Lotus-lidded| [t seems that in former years the
Williamsburg, where the drowsy|city council had made an asnual
folks forgot election day. To forget|appropriation of $50 to keep up the
seemed to us a good way of main-|clock and to provide time for the
tainiog the peaceful seremity of life| people. But, hard times touchiog
unfretted and unvexed by the drums  the treasury, this was discontisued,

and tramplings of the dynasties.|and the clock stopped. After the
Now the Lotus-burgers have come pewspaper article appeared. a com-

upon a way of solving all their mittee went around and got up
troubles, and of banishing carking private subscriptions enough to put
care forever, They have seized on ' the clock on its pendulum again.
eternity and bound it captive; they| *'The works were turned on at 8
bave won immortality for all thc{r‘o'c‘sock yesterday moraing, ard the
dreaming. In short, they have de-| hearts of the population were glad-
cided to let the clocks stop. The ened by the sight of somethiog
City Council refuses longer to waste | moying. All day crowds swod in
money having the clock in Bruton|the street and saw it move. A
parish tower wound. ‘ largely-signed potice to The Times-
Time has always worried Williams- | Dispatch was circulated and placed

burg. The people didn’t know what ! in the hands of Captain William M.
to do with it.

There was 30 much | Myers, of Richmond, who chanced

of it It was so persistent. They|to be there, for delivery to the pa-
tried abolishing the calander, but|per,

time kept up. Now they will kill

time Dy stopiog the clock. o'clock, when Captais Myer's train
There is a malicious rumor that the ! |eft, the clock bad gained five min-
uowound clock has stirred the anger | ytes, and pot for a momest during

of many to fever heat. This is a|the day had it been slow.””
plain lie. The native Williamsburger |
never stirs. He never lets his anger
be aroused for fear it might arouse
the rest of him. He regards a fever
as a breach of decorum.

No onpe really believes that this
town of twilight and of dreams cares
for the clock. It bas tco much
sense. It doesn't care when it gets
up—if ever; or when it goes to bed,
if never. Everything can now be
put off uatil to-morrow, and to-
morrow will never come. Belles for
whom the relentless passing of time
made life miserable can forget their
birthdays. Notes can be extended
until judgment day. Commence-
ment week at the college can be pro-
longed for mounths. Life will not be
one thing after anotter. It wil be
just one thing.

Williamsburg, by this simple de-
hath become sub specie acterni-
the goal of all our hopes.
be crowded by
Who

The Quest of the Time of Day

*'I prithee, ancient graybeard man,"”*

The kindly tourist said,

‘“What is the matter with yon clock;

Has its machivery gone to hock?

Ob, why does it not tick and tock?

Is its sweet bell voice dead?"’

The ancient native bowed his head:

*'1 really cannot say [ know

Why yonder clock does never go,

Except the Counciljwilled ,it s0,""

Thegraybeard native said.

‘‘Except the council willed it sol™

The tourist loadly cried.

“You surely do not mean to say

Your councillors refuse to pay

For knowledge of the time of day!

Have they no civic pride?"”

“They used to have, when it was
M.an

The ancient native ‘u'

““This town is full of men who keep

£

seckers
Nirvana. will care to live deep,
*“g.‘ But they alas, are fast asieep;

‘*‘Most important of all, by 5:30

many years steward of the Eastem
State Hospital. Mr. Johs Fitmao,
who has been the efficient clerk
sader Postmaster Peachy for the
past year, will be retained in his
present position at an increased sal-
ary. His expericnce lin the cffice
and his popularity with the peopile
make his services valuable to the
public. Toe principal object in
miking 2 chaoge in the persoasel of
the clerical force was the desire of
the new cfficial to fill these offices
with men, especially that of assistant
postmaster, whose salary is paid by
the postmaster himaseif, not by the
government. The change is pot in-
tended as a reflection cn any one, in
any manuer.

Ihe retiring postmaster and his
efficient assistant bave served the
people long and faithfullly and they
go out of oifice with the respect and
esteem of evervbody. The bope of
the new regime is 1o give the wvery
best service possible. Both Mr.
Peachy and Mrs. Ware have gecer-
ously offered to lend every assist
ance to the new force and sec it well
on its way, all of which is apprecia-
ted.

MAGRUDER NEWS

Magruder, Va., May 13—DMiss
Hizel Saxby spent Sunday with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edwad
Saxdy. .
Mz, W. B, Schenck, of Richmend,
visited our commugnity last week.
Mr. Ira Landrum spent' Sunday
last (Mother's Uay) at bis home in
Lanexi.

Mr. Clarence Newman, of New-
port News, spent the week-end with
his mother, Mrs. C. J. Newman.

Spottswood Couscil Neo. 35, Jr
Q. U. A. M. preseated our school
with a flag and Bible last Thursday
aiternoon. The exercises were both
impressive and inspinog.

We have been informed that our
school leagus has raised sufficient
funds which, when augmented by
the usual appropriation from the
district school board and the state
board of education, will purchase a
school library, We will welcome
the library.

Mr. John Leath, of Newport

News, spent Tuesday here on bus-
iness.

In fact, kind sir, they're dead."’

**Perhaps the town is sleepiog, too?"”

The tourist said, dismayed.

“] noticed as [ wandered through

That oo coe has a thiog to do.

Well will your city council rue

This timely escapade.””

*I’ve often heard my father say."

Replied the ancient man.

““I'ne Clock was once a useful way

To tell what he called “ume of
day."”

What that doth mean we cannot
say,~—

Perchance, kind sir, you can?"™

He Stopped the Old Church Clock

Tick! Tick! Tock!

He's stopped the old church clock.

Go find the peeriess booster,

Who with so much vim and pride

Espoused the cause of progress

To the voters far and wide.

Io the coucila.anic bedy

He's proven quite a bean,

He stilled the voice of the oid
church clock,

ano‘cuvln.-lu

of the state, a daoghter of Ur. and
Mrs. E. G. Booth, of this ciy.

He had been practically asinvalid
for the past six years and for many
mounths his death wasexpected, The
past winter was spest by lim ina
horpital at Byra Mawr, sexr Fhila,
deiphia, which he left May 6, swn-

ing to hus home, “‘Kigtopewse,” in

stopped over at the sucmmer resi-
dence of his son. United States
District Attorney Heary A Wise,
of near New Yorx, near frincess
Anoe, and soon after his arival be
was stricken with posumaonii.

Joho Sergeant Wise wasbosa on

Decemper 27, 1846, st Rio de Jane-
rio, Brazil, to which cowtry his
tather, Henry A. Wise, wis minis-
ter from the United Swates. Heary
A. Wise served his Scate in
gress, and was Goversor of
a. He was ensily one of he
distioguished American citisens
ais day. His wife. the nother
john S. Wise, was. Miss Sumb
geant, daugbter of Johs Sergeant,
member of a prominest Penasyl-
vania family, leadiag Coggressmas
snd onetime candidate lor Viee*
President.
When the war ended, le entered
the law class of the Uasversity of
Visginia, whence he griuated in
1867, with the degree of bachelor
of laws, He at once began the
practice of his professia ia Rich-
mond, soon formiag a prtoership
with his father, which cootinmed
gotil the latter's death in 1876. He
soon came to the froat & & lawyer,
and in 3 few years he tock 2 leading
position o the bar of the State, be~
ing engaged in masy prominsst
cases.

Oa November 3, 1869, he married
Miss Evelyn Beverly Douglas, of
Nashville, Teoa. She wrvives him
with the followang childen: Hugh
Douglas Wise, captaia it the United
who dstinguished
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