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Tired, dirty in bia mechanic's
eantbss. Jim Foster swung out of tn*
tAo\ . \ Uo*o to meet tbe cbat-

i of dowatowa closing tims, ii*
»uu.u not have uunued '.iel.but be
aamosl ran into iii ile. wbo waa listen-
fOg so luiently to a dapper young
felloe bending over ber tbat siie did
aot see Jim at all. It waa better not
to bes assn by thia pre tu taiug wita
her hm tired eyea and delicate air.

jitii turned to look after them. He
niemptuoutly that he made

in a day nearly as much aa such fel¬
lows did In a week. v. ny didu t tbey
hunt a man-size job? And what cou.d
a girl see in. say, the specimen
aow walked wiuh? lt was a cheep
-sheeter, a cheaper dance, a lune:.
and then as s Trent.but what sec
And. at the end, what did the girl
get? She only cheapened herself,
wsaed her time fellow, Perry
Benson, could never make her a bone
.probably lt hadn't entered bis head
tbst ahe needed one. nor that any
able-bodied man should support at
least one other tha i himself.

This latter Idea was part of J mi's
gospel life. Now, as he swung along
toward the little hou^e In the eub-
urbs, -&. house chat wold be bis own
with a few more installments, he took
sa*f hts cap and let thc May wind
abrough h**t heavy hair. The wind
fait good on bis face, and he liked
tbe cnlldren running in the streets
aa he got further out from tbe center
mt the city, and boys playing baseball
and old ladles tottering back from
belated calls. He liked ths edge ot
town. Tbat ams why be had bought
sbere.-H waa a blt disorderly and run

down in places, but on vacant lots
trim little buildings were going up.
His own cottage waa a made-over one.
As he unlocked and entered hia

own little back door and waatied pre-
pnratory to lighting the little gasoline
stove and getting his own supper lt
seemed for I ratter dreary.
Heretofore it bad been a hit like
camping. He hadn't minded getting

ufast and supper when lie bought
a good noon-day meal down town,

ng had been a tem¬

porary sort of thing.a make shift.
He had planned to have a wife to
have t-ilcgs cheery and rea*i>
some day.
He heated a can of beans and made

some coffee snd cut the baker's bread
and tried not to see Kl lie's face in
tbe purely imaginary chair opposite
bim. He had never intended choos¬
ing her. snyhow. Her faco Just sort
sf put itself there from tbe ttime a
few months ego when he bad gone
Into Bascom's linen department to
buy some towels. She had sold them
to him and her fragility and aweet-
aesa and certain reserve and gravity
made him remember her. He had
found himself buying other thing!
from her a few days later. He must
have been in a dozen times.alway*
for some trifle which he put awn]
and called himself a fool for getting
Now his supper was without flavor

aa he recalled that a month agu h«
bad met her on the street one even

in? and hsd asked leave to walk bael
mWt* her. She shrank and starte<
and he had some ado to prove to hei
tbat he meant ao harm. Of course

he should have found some one t<
introduce h had known tbat
His creaking to h<**r we ffront

recog
sizing him. I come ait

very frank and pleasant, but she wa

ansi; ana aga lr
He liked ber for that Working girl
were not always so careful how the;
made acquaintances.

But this is not what took the flavo
frew hi '.-up meal. Aft*>r tan
meet.np wltn lier he had found
friend who ha 1 kiowa her.lt waa
chane,-*, too. of I
He never went to Rh* Dream-O
dances by; Bo**- Merrill fair:;,- bullle
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aim Into entering one one aettll Ana
-Ht the hr-t . ' .> « 1 h» saw

was t»-si of K. * ic hot
and coid ax-.d sngry. Then he remem -

I that her goinga snd comings
vere not his to 1
Bob had a dance wita her and Jlai

-vat. wondering that she had
ome her*. Did: Know b**
I e would meet men t *

waii-
r the «ra'U to e ,-reser.tei

for au
.hat he had dnncj with her a few
rounds and then afik«U to tak* her
iff tbe floor.
He proc< d . I to talk I

It was 1 f.-auk talk

He l twice to tee her an-i she
.isl he though!

a oman ana sbe »a»

( not in. but he was aure tbat he cougbi

er.

waa loo good fur ta is Bor¬
al she was in dan^

being m *judged, making bad acqualu

silence lrritau*l him and ¦

ante fon
had come wiiu a grvup of

and got off on a
she bad co

again. And.hera ahe was wit
: en-son.and whs

l*eoafcaeea Jim. have ott
after all? lie asked himself thst. an

answered tbat ne must y. ii
of his m

AMcr he hsd tidied up a:

a place in the fence, he thoughtful!
put on bis good clothes and wee

\: dowu the street for a walk I
led to Ellie, und

\ collis la the direct!
ruse, lie rang ths oell. asked ll

hard-faced woman who an 1

see tadm-? v [%s bin:

1 ... 1

neoned to see

r be:- - fair band aol up
his

foi tb a
1 ri .usuesa.

-'¦1. » mt." waa tbe a oman's .»

a swer.
J zn simply turned and -went dow

tha atepa and kuo tue twtM-gM 1

hated the ga slain
playli
f ever

u now be k at all
lie was - any goo

ar.d in his senses on other ¦
Aud. pro she waa off to

that fe.
she waa like all the rest.probat
she was not the girl for him; but
couldn't think so! His thous:

r, all tbat waa protect
on ate in him went out to sh

ter ber.
urned a corner sharp and wit

out warning ran squarely into soi
one.a woman.uo, a girl, by the sc

id "Oh!" of fright and pa
He caught at and saved bet from fa
ing. trying to excuse his unpard<
able blindness. Then he saw
waa.

he said, using her fl
j name. "Oh. Billa was res
I now to bi and good. He li
\ mentally aorepted hia defeat i

had plainly showed she d-dn't ct
for him. so he would be simply friei
ly looking down at her now, w

dering that ahe did no tspeak, be p
i to bia amazement ar. '.

that ahe waa cry ng. Tears ran do
her meeks. He put a hand un

her arin aud protected her down
lest paaaera should note

Mal rasa.
.did I hurt you. Kllle? Tn

sreat stupid brute, as well as a fe
I chase after you when I ought
ncc teat you Just can't.love me"
couldn't help loving you.I wa
ike care of you. 1 lectured and

terfered becauae I.wanted to l
e*-*tre of you. I."

. drew her arm fro-v, his
¦t to look at hi*n her I
ag through the tears.

on.
"Oh!" she breathed. "Oh' vc

re-ally--care? and.oh, couldn't
understand.that I cared too fro
the very.first?**
He had no words for a mom

She.rared. The thousrht made
silent and dixty and dumb and I
Cably nappy He drew her very c

m-o I aa they walked along the oe
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