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If Free Books, Why Not Free Tea and Coffee?

<

8y Agnes Repplier.

~ - HE booksellers of Lonidon have been ultering some business
' like Deresics snent fres Whraries. Sober Engiishmen, de- |
\ vold of enthusiasm, are asking themselves and thelr neigh- |
bors whether the free library is an ungualified bicssing, or
an unmitigated nuisance. In view of the fact that elghteen
bundred and ffty-nine novels were published in Eagland
last year, they might be pardoned for doabling the advisa
bty of learning to read.
The curious thing abonut

the disvole (1o American ears at

Jousty is the emphasis Ialn by the disputants upon the laxpayers poimt of
view In otr nollier land no weak comsiderstion for the tax-parer enlers into
anybody's mind it is startling to read In an English newspaper a BATTOW-
minded paragraph like the following: v
ani © wodd thines in thelr way—at least as good as the av-
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Aooid Mannerisms
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An Empire of Grajft in High Places Burst-
ing of the Bubble of its Terrible Greatness.

By John Foster Carr.
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guarter of a ceulnm) MR r 2 L& T
Japan, its drealed powsr Las e arw imost a langh
Russia Las greal » Jothed ™ great woeak Saane of
the causes of i1 % EY Are Iv Others [ )
2 backward clviiiisf et A are mere | F
The wostotice handies one pi { mat? for :
through our own For every *wo miics of 1elegTa] h in K
sin. we bave five: and ot 8 = af Ber telephiunse wires, we
have fifyydbres .
Russian mdestry tells the seme story For ~wb balitar Rusnia 11
in m L'!!m furar doliars; Lhe nits States, cpe hnungvired and Twen-
1o ane. The yalue of her

1y five. Our faciories out-nstober hers 1RenIY-Lres

cotton .’mm s but twothirds of oars¥ B ganufa-turen sqnewhal jnors
+han half ex much tOhacoe. and ouly im #urar Goes ghe surpass s
Ignerane: jeade misery Ly the Band. T:oefourths of the Lidrem nevers
wee the ipside of -3 schoolroom. Of thoe ¥ .0 ¥o 10 schoc), fxw are taught
' : sore (han thelr alphabwt, the eadechbiom. oG *he elements of arithmells 1z
& pinety - four people ol of every hundred canpot write (heir
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! _I not return before evening amd they | out In the starlight nigi am! al onee
it Al /&l >\ must not worry abont him, noticed fhat v iree You,
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i i ' b e o much. A talile o the room bad sev- |
I i . W ral lnrge disbhes Hiled with mo hean
titul things than he 1l s "
'l ’ i d And the kind lady zave him
st el jpone I r | twa shining silver erowns Bat before
d 1 1it vt w1 L FEH e e Jeft the room LIS eyes wontt k to
Iy moth don’'t ory.” ¢- | the tree.  11e wonld pever see 5
L ‘s Tlate. as be (Fied to pull | It was as If he had separated from a | D
T wibier dovwy 1o him by her L lear [riend r playlellon e I
Patlie wald mot ha bonght the | t ddown on the stajrcase and tea
things for the Christinas 1res 1 feom hi's éyes, s an s |
sntild Lave got (e medione, ) s id Pars. aor T ||
stand that well coough,” remarked 6t | chiliren nrust warn Lo pravciice su.l b
fleMlan=, with a precocions mien, { denlal.” !
“ND Hans. it would wvot lave | v 8N I
helpsd me Jul r i el fathier Irom | lut now Hans was glad again as he
| hiw place the bed.  “It thank you | can through the snow as fast as b .\I
for kind beart. You shuli have | little feet could carry him, puilling :1:-!
| your Luristmas Iree s I promised | slelgh after him., He felt cold and '
} son.” L tiredl. 1t wens dark and the staes shione
L pittls Hans wend ouf gf the hnt aed (in the bheavens. Heé kpew them all

1
jran te b= 1ree on the hHL. He walked

3
about his Christmas tree, and he had l other chlld had his tree. He thougnt
promised them that they should see It | of his tree ns a living being and ihat
in all Its beauty and spiendor on | it felt the separation as much us he.
Christmas ove. Now he wouid affect| But sow bhe was home. Father
indifference and pretend that Le did | slept and mother was at the lwarth
not care for a Christmas tree, but | preparing the evening meal .
would sell it in town so father could | “Hauns, where have you pepa "
get woney for medicine, quired mother,
*I  Jerken. the eldest of the neighbor's “loto town, mother, and I bave R
1 chitdren. cut down the tree. Hans was Christings present for father”
| erying. but stontly swallowed bis tears l “You? Where d4id _wm_u.-..‘.-l it? Have
E:\:u'l made Jerker promise him to tell | ¥0U money. Hanx?" inquired flie moth-
. | his mother that Hans bad gone to town | °F in her astonlshment ax Hans placed
buy a Clristmas present The | the boltle of medicine on the
motlier was very much surprised siWhere did yon got it hoy™
Where conld Hlans have got the money., Havs lneHned bis head, and amiiings
She coulil not extand it.  derker |1y pushed bls mother towacd tie wilis
did not know, only tald her what dow He drew awany eurinin and
Hans had told him, and that be would | pointed to the hin,  Meother conld look

to tulle,
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Father had todd Lim all about them,
and bhe thought of the jittle Ghrist
ehild, and how the whole Christian
world celebrated Christmas with troes
and eandles and Christias gifts, Bat]-

V aroumad it aod the teasy cnme o his
{eyes. Bul he wiped \bems away with
| the bhoek of bis band. Ne. he uiust got
ery; hv st feel @r show any sor-
row over the sactifice (hat wolld hring
gladnoss and blessiog to the tome. He
‘o and tried
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