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is hard to believe that
person is the one who has engagtd the
attention of the police, still my fears
are such that I conld not refrain from
giving you a hint of them, That is all,
Miss Aspinwall. T now consider wy
duty in this regard at an end.”

She took out of her pocket the note
which the stranger had brought her.

“This scems entirely en regle” she
remarked. *I know the writer well,
and 1 know his signature. He recom-
mends Mr. Degraw to me as a gentle-
man of family and distinction. To
doudbt that this {s true iz to douht the
knowledge or judzment of my friend
This I ennnot do; eo 1 must #tlll con-
tinue to recaive Mr. Deograw.”™

The artist bows! and waived the
subject. He felt himself In a false po-
sition, and hated his own precipitancy,
while at the same time he found it im-
possible to dlsmiss his doubits, He was
also troubled by the smiles and beam-.
ing aspect of the signorina. If she
loved hilin conld she or wonld she bLail
this manifest trimoph of his rival?

But did she love him? Had the tide
he believed 1o Le turning in his favor
fecelved a cbeek, snd would he he
oblized to add to the list of the possi-
ble wrongs committed by this iutor‘
Joper the sudden nipping in its bud of
the purcst passion Hower that ever
blossomed from a poet's heart or
evolved itself from a poetl’s dream?

CHAPTER XVIIL
FACE TO FACE,
© It was midulght, Peace and quiet

‘settled upon the great house. Not
‘twinkled from its many win.
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The artizt, who bhad withdrawa him
sell Into the moonlight, responded by
& short but significant silence. Ti
he observed:

*“1 shall

contradict you o nothing
Mr. Degraw. I have pot yot recovered
from the surprise of eaconutering a

person of my own somewhat unusual
name.”

“You make a great
Shall T relate to
fend for that lear
which
pamet”

“Conld yon '’
“Mpr. Degraw. you
there any cause lor
ably rescut it. As these is not T find
it more consistent with my self-re.
gpect to regard you as 8 mooustruck
enthusiast, unworthy of my attention
or revenge.”

This tone, which was certainly
expected, took the artist by sarprise.
For 2 moment he hesitated, not Know-
ing what to reply, then he sald, boldly:

1 certainly find myself under grear
obligations to you. To be thought a
moonstruck enthusinst Is better thau to
be thouglht a villain and a fraud™

And with a determined step he
wheeled about, leaving the passage
open to the man whom he now be
Heved he had made his enemy.

He had walked but a short distance,
however, before he heard the other's
step ring close at his side.

“1 cannot Jet you go,” sald the stran-
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“t you have in some measure #%-
plained yourself. When my name was
first mentione] you showed an unnat-
nral astonishment, and at the tUime of
my Introduction to you I was et by
A sarcmsm Wik courteous
feslinga ard you certainly nvlther
merited nor cativd fortd Wiint eal ke
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i 1'% 1{ ow 1 &3 1l determin
| ntion A4 not bold, and Mr, Dhegraw, of
Clevoeland mined silent and 1 ]
‘ moved, wh the other passed slowls
lown the paths il he reached one of
| 11 two  gates which pguarded the
place There the artist pag=cd, amd
l s thgo: convinewd that he |
W I zo no further while he Lin:eelf
] on the ground, was roodd
1 tured enough to or wise enough to tem
yway towiard the other gaty :--I.'
watchiul artist, percelving this, passed |
ont, amd presen tl fWo d be |
l st hasting thronsh the siroe!, -.!.--":
one toward the hotel, thie otiier toward
the nelghboring dw = wi 1 held
Lils rooms
Wonld 11 passed so lightly
l they possessed the power of per- |
ctiving the givilsh LOgure that sat bLe- , ™°

hind one of those open casements upan
which they now turaed their backs?
I wot pot, for in the eager face up-
lifted to the moon there was a look
which puzzles vs and wounld have puz-
zled them. Was she listening? Was
she dreaming” Was she hoping? la
it a spell of delight or of apprehension
which holds her enthralled and makes
her a statue of wakefulness amld a
houschold of slespers? We may not
know at present, WIIl tie time ever
eome when we shall?
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