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LUKE HAMMOND,
THE MISER.

CHAPTER L
TNE EAYVES-DROVIERS

It ®as near the hour of nine ilt night
in the clity of New York, some yeoars
ago, when Luke Hamwond, a money

broker, entered his house on Blank
street, and proceeded to his Iibrary.
He was a tall, thin man, full fifty

years old, and with a bard, dark face,
deeply warked with care and schem-
ing.
Seating himself at his desk, he be-
gin to read from a paper which be had
drawn up with great care during the

day. when he was disturbed by the en-
trance of his housekeeper,
“Yon might have knocked, Mrs. Har.

ker,” sald Hammond, snappishly, and

sllding the paper Into a drawer,
“I camwme like n ocat, that the mice
might ot hear,” sald Mre. Harker, a

thin and sallow-faced swoman, spes
in a wl that did
wss of her volee
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“Fool! why not tell me so at once?’
exclaimed Hammond, *T'll go aud or
der Bim out this Instant!™ -

“Hasty again, Luke Hammond,” said
Mrs. Harker, placing her back to the

and Miss Elgin,

parlor now,"” sald Mrs.

door. “Hadn't you Dbetter creep on
them, and see if they aren’t talking
about something else than love mat
ters

Mrs., Harker's eyes seemed so full of
mystery that Hammond paused, and
grew as white as a sheet. |

“About—something-—clse!™
mered,

“Yes; I heard her tell him shé want:
ed his aid in finding out what makes
those groans and nolses in the eastern
part of the house sometimes." .

“But she has always belleved that |
part of the house haunted. 1 have made
fer think s0." sald Hammond.

“Well, James Greene has too much |
sense to belleve in ghosts" replied |
Mrs. Harker., “Miss Blgin has told
him about the strange nolses, and he
has liughed at the idea of ghosts and
such like, and so they are putting thelr
heads together to roaster the myétery.
Now, if they do that, Luke Hammond, |
you and I had better begin to look |
for a hiding-place.”

“Hush! woman; walls have ears!”
said Mammond, greatly agitated. *If

he stam-

Miss Elgin is once alarmed, she will
never stop until she has satisfled her-
self. But come—we must hear what

| bellef in ghosts,

*It is weil for us to be careful, Mm
Harger.”

“Now, not a word, Luke Hammond!
Here's the dinhmg-room. Glve me your
hand and I will lead you to the right
place.”™

“It Is as dark as a pit,” =ald Ham-
mond,

“All the hetter—but you see the light
In the parlor shining throngh t
tain of the door

he cur

Come, your hand, or

you will stumble over =omething
Luke, your hand is as cold and lhop
as a dead man's!™

“And yours burns like fire.'”

“Sllence! Here we are—Hsten!™ satd

Mrs. Harker, ood close to the
broken pane of the glazs door,

“Dear were the first words
that reached Hammond's ear, 1 foag
you still think groans, wihicl
have disturbed you so much at night

as they st
Kate,”

these

You uncle has taught you to belleve
it, no doubt, for reasons of hls own
and ns I know he is too shrewd and
wise A man to belleve R lhimself, 1
must conciude that be s o bad man
and has an evil purpose In decelviog
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“I ar t afrald to tell )
one else, that I love yvou, Jar +
Kate, placing her hand w
“*This morning I heard 1l
for the first tlme during daylight, and
sent for you. After yon came, that
old prying woman, Mrs. Harker, kept
g0 near s that 1 had no chance to t
you all, and so0 1 asked you to o«
to-night.*
“Well, I wiil do a1l I can, and i Mr,
Hammond 18 angry, T will tell him
what [ think of him-a man like him

to fill a young girl's mind with sucl
fancles!™ sald James Greene, indlg-
nantly. *“First, how long have you

heard these alarms?”

“For nearly a month,” replied Kate.
“At first I thought nothing of it, sups
posing the noises cawme from the street,
or from the adjolning houses. Finally
I became convinced that they orlgl-
nated in this house, 1 spoke of It to
my uncle.”

*And what did he say, or rather, how

| did he look when you spoke to Lim?*

sald James,

“He turued very pale, and said, ‘No
doubt the bLouse was haunted,™ re
plied Kate. “He sald he bhad been told
as much by others—people whom he
knew. 1 then questioned Mrs. Har
ker. She said it was all faney, and
that I dreamed it; but avowed a firm
Then my uncle, with-
out any request from me, had my
clothes. books, etc., removed to the
foom I now occupy in the front room
above. For severanl days my mnights
were undisturbed; but soon after you
repalred my uncle’s deski 1 heard
groans again, and they seemed to grow
louder, stronger every night. 1 have
asked my uncle to let me go to ny

father's relations in the country, but |
sinceny father's death, & year ago, nuy |

uncle has grown very stern and uoking
to me."”

“1s there any part of the house In

does & thing without a purpose,” sald
James, not answerlng Kate's last ques-
tioan. “He has never spoken of remov-
ing to some other house?’

“Never—at least not to me.”

“Does he suspect our affection, dear
Kate?

“I think not, James. He often speaks
of a son of his, whom | have never
seen, and has told me that, wnen that

son arrives, 1 must regard him as one
who is to be my husband. This morn- |

ing, when I asked my uncle to remove

| to another house, he said we must wait

untill Charles Hammond, his son, re-

| tarns from Europe.™

“I must tell Mr. Hammand that we
have plizhted our loves” sald James
Greene, quickly. *“I would have done
80 before, but I feared his pride might
ad him to answer me with insults
and caute him to place some restralut
upon you, dear Kate™

“He places too much me al-
ready,” replied Kate, *1 have to leavéd
the house by stealth or be abused with

uon

hard and bitter words & wWoman,
Mra. Harker, is a spy wpoz me, and
no doubt will tell my uncle that youa
woere here this morning, when he comes
in*"

“Then 1 will walt untll he comes™
zgald James Groene “*1 will tell him
that we love each othor Eetter be

frank and ~pen about it, and save fur-

ther troubils
*“Come,” whispered Hammond to Mrs,
Ilarker “Y bave bheard enough i
must glve tl young | lont th nter-
view he secks, o h upon
pian to fathom ryY of
the groaning.”™
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“As much a gentleman In my red
shirt aud saw in i is In this s

returned James Gry with a s«

of the paltry distinetion that abashed
the purse-proud man before him. *“And
in elther garb much more a gentleman

Luke

vantage

than Har ond, who takes

of his roof and a lady’'s pres-

alig=

“lonsuit you!l”
Witlh & s0uil
pudent fellow™

“Your bouse!” sald Kate, advancing
between her lover and bhes uncle.
“You forget that thls house and all it
containg are mine, and until James
Graene i told by me to go hence, he
is master here, Mr. Hammond."

“So! Miss Catherine Elgin bhas
fall in love with James
Greene,” sneered Hammond.

“In this lady's presence, Mr. Ham-
mond, you utier your insults unpun-
ished save with my contempt. Else-
where, sir, I fear even your gray head
would not shield you from an bopest
indiguation,” said James,

“James Greene,” sald Hammond,
gpeaking with his teeth pressed bard
gogether, “some weeks siuce [ gave you
a job—I thiok that is what you gentle-
men of the saw and chissl term work.
You entered this house—my house as

exclaimed Hammond,
“Leave my house, lwe

stooped to

yet, Miss Elgin—hersa you saw my
nlece. Since then you have succeeded

in turning ber giddy head wantil she
thinks she loves you. You have met

GAS AND WATER.

I OTHER?

! Citizens of Large Clitles Say 1t e

!

New York, June 13.<In the recent
agitation here anbout the price of gas,
the demand for lower rales wWas sup-
i ported by the arguisent that avery resi-

dent 1z as dependent cpor 2 suppiy of
' gas as upon a supply of good water.

It has come to pass that the day la-
borer usem gas us Lis only fuel for
cooking. because of sconomy, and the
rich man uses gus on account of its
convenlence. CGas for lighting, with
modera mprovements o burners, Is
cheaper, beltor and more satisfactory

than any other kind of light Gas
s at $1.00 per thousam?! cubile feet
large cities, and from that to as high
as T00 in smaliler Towne
The consumer of ¢ n the country
LT Acetylene promn ~i a-sela-
d earh us ILAkes LIS 0oWD gas
1 is Independent of Gas and Electric
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FEED YOUNG GIRLS,

Must Have Hight Fool While Growing
( 't core zh 1 be taken
T Wl W I ¥ t
just plug W |
dict s all tt s uj
2 el 1 ful
At that age the s being
r - T, L] 1 ] f 1 r 1 ] 11 ‘-
sturdy clhara r, A nd happluess
11 | - " L th " 1TE ] T
will follow, on the other hand un-
healthy cells may be built in and a sick
condition slowly supervene whieh, It

no! checked, may ripen into a chronle
disease apd cause life-long suffering.

A young .:l~1} sAYS

“Colfee began to have such an effect
on my stomach a few years ago, that 1
was compellsd to quit wsing it It
brought on headaches, paius la my
muscles, and nervousness

“I tried to use tea In 1ts stend, bot
found ils effects even worss than those
1 suffered from coffee. Then for a long
time I drank milk alone a! my meals,
but It never helped we physically, and
at last it palled on me. A friend came
to the rescus with the suzgestion that
I try Postum Coillee

“1 did so, only to find at first, that 1
didn't fancy {1,
many persons who Lad been benefited
by its use that [ persevered, aod when
I had it brewea right found it grateful
in fAavor and soothiug and strengthen-

" PROCEST 10 THE PRESIDENT

Delegation From the American Asiatic

Association Presents a Memorial to |

the Chief Executive.

Washington, Special —A  delegation
from the American Asiatic Assoecin-

tiom called on President Roosevelt |

Monday apd protested asainst the al-
loged severities of tha administration
of the presen: Chinese exclusion laws.
The gitimate purpose of the deiegation

| 1n which North Carolina was iiberally
. represented, was to secure such condi- |
| Uons as would facilitate and enlarge

|

But { had heard of so |

the trade of American
the Orient

ofton mills in

The clalm was made that

|
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the present laws are altogether too - |
idly enforced and Chinesse capital and |

merchants are prevented
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panies by the Eq . Life Assurn *
S Ly
Chargeas Not Sustained.
Washingt ~ R ~ ia Wil
on informe e Pre nt tha ¢ Wiks
pressing his investiga 1 of the I
ey flled with him that a leak had « i
red {n the cotton reports [ssued
by the Agricultural Department, but he
yet had been unable to develop proof to |

sustain the charges The agent of the
secret service and othars who are mak
jug the ifnveatigation have been in-
structed by retary Wilson to leave
no stone unturaed o thelr Inguiry

ot

Prominent Man Murdered.

Tampa, Fla,, Specizl.—The of
Oscar Brahnan, a prom.nent citizen of
Plant City, was found on the road three
miles from that town Tuesday morn-
ing, riddled with buck-shot.
than six losds had been fired into the
body. Investigation showed where at
least three men had waited In ambush

aiongside the road. Sheriff Jackson at
once sent deputies with bloodhounds to
the scene and posses of excited clitizens
are scouring the country searching for
the murderers. No clue has been found
to the perpetrators, but the officers ex-
pect to locate them before they get far

ol y

The Kentucky City Decorated to am
Extent Never Before Known, ie
Prepared te Extend Hospitality to
All the Oid Soldiers Who Come.

. -

Louiaville, Kr Spacial — Loulsville,
decorated to an oxtent hitherto un-
known and smiled omn by typical sam-
mer weather, extended the hands of
o a neverending streann
of arriving veterans who have come
Kentacky te atiend the Afteenth an-

hospltality

al reunion of the United Confeder
ate Veterans In every hotel and at
Almostl every corner In (e dusiness
swxclion of the cily the men wearing
the gray are to be found

Among the prominenat ex-Confeder-

atea heore

now are General Stephen DL
ommander-inchief. General Joo
Wheelar, Andrew J West, of
At commanding the North Geor-
gia Brigade ams in at the head
cirgntion of
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ineral  Simom
General Willlam B
Orleans, adjutant geg-
ral and chief of stalf. Chaplain Gen-
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Canfed Ate

I It ghout the world.”
=l on the
ter of the arder for & number
s« whoa

lnd

a

rowe
o years
no  pays
they wWerd
of woere really
ever in exist having 'died a-bhorn-
ng Aflter conferring with the adje
ant general of varioas Jdivistons,
these camps have been put on the
‘dormant list and no mall mattes
will, fur the present, be sent them
This means an annual saving to the
order There are stil! on the rostes
a number of camps who do not oo
tribute to finauces of the order,
makes returns of any kind, or manifess

ALY camij had made
entl of

charters

any L s\he

st thewe

aCY

ne

the

the least interest in the federation
AS soom as defiaite Information oad
e secursd regarding them they will
be added to the “durmant st

‘1 am proud to be able to report

that at no period In the history of the

the camps pald thels
dues with mure prompiness or (B
gremater number At the Nashville
meeting only about 46 23 per ceat of

! the eamps while at the present time

| benevolent

No less |

47 34 per cent of them are ‘ail pres
ent and accounted for' The feld
from which new camps are to be
gathered Is limited, and the material
is rapidly diminishing by the eroslon
of time Yot vhere are those whe
once were units of our great armies
who desire 1o associate themselves W
gether and connect themselves with
our ‘'social, literary, historical and
order. Since our reunion
in Nashviile last June, 18 pew cumps
have been chartored, making the to
tal on the roster at the present lime
1.583

“For the year 1803 the cash receipts
from all sources amounted to §7.035
while for the year 1984 the
was $7.812. When it is borne
that the sources from which
come iz derived is greatly
each year, this gain Is the
ad. The disbursements for
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