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LUKE HAMMOND,
THE MISER.

CHAPTER VL »
Continued,

1 oil me where you found the will,
willaln!™ eried Elgin,

“This morning, while Mrs. Harker
and I were removing the rublish and
your pailntings, to pr
for your occupancy
chamber bu
thie
mnll |

Mire this room
the white and gaold
nedr the mnin
will was fouud
in which you Keptl yous

ns 1O0

Lowse missing
in a X
wials of tints'™

= I placed it there the dny 1 was
taken slck, ndinge to glve it to a
fricand of mine the next day,” sald K]
gin. “I wonder you Jld not find it be.
fore.™

*“The keenest search had os
it sald Hammond
vermillion bad s
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rlooked
“A vial of liquid
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tered upon the envelope, and baving
dried, its appearance was that of
mnss of paint When it fell upon th
floor, the concuxslon shook off the
drled =2tuff enough to reveal your writ-
ing 1 carefully clea 1 it, ond all
becnme ¢l

A nd now what do you Intend 1o

“You shall i« ore 1 I
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azsing along the ball vatll h
reached the white and gold ¢ba L
Luke Hummond rapped at the dox

Nancy Harker's thin, wultu k
face appeared from within nstanty

“How s 1t with Miss Elgin?' asied
Hamim

“Rhe’s as stiff as a gun-bareel™ re-

plicd Mre, Harker

“Where is Danlel?

“Gone into the maln house after bed.
d.l\:,:_ ete.”

“Has Miss Elgin attempted to con- |

verse with you, Mes, Harker?

“Not a bit. draws back from me
when 1 go neav Ler, as if 1 was a spake
Or i spider.”

“When everything is arranged,”™ sald
Hammoud, “cotue o my Hbrary., 1'd
rather have her
than so bold,”

“Oh, we'll tame her sald Mrs
Harker, with a grin that showed her
yellow fangs, and loud enough for poor
Kate to hear. *“She's been looking
around the rvom for a place to et out,
but the windows are lron-barred aund
the shutters nalled to the sill outside;

She

o tears or cist dowa

and sbe can't escupe by the doer, for |

when 1 am not here old Fan will be.

Better send old Fan here when you go |

into the magn bouse™

*1 will,” said Hammond. And Nancy
Harker ¢losed the door, while be cou-
tmued on to his Hbrary,

He glanced at the bronze clock on the
mantel-picce, and saw that it was balf-
past twelve,

“A great deal has happened since
nine,” he mutiered; “a great deal and
much more will certainly follow. What
shall I do?"

The tirst thing he did was to drink a
glass of bLrandy; then, remembering
Mrae Harker's advice, he pulled at a
bell-cord hanging at the wall, and wait-
<d for ap answer.

The summons was answeéred after a
few minutes by the appearance of an
aged and wuch bent woman, evil-eyed,
and with the face of a devil incar-

This was “old Fan,” the half crazy
whe would have sold her
as it was, for & golden

-

. S it

Nancy Harker 414 so, and Mammond
drove the long, strong nalls into the
enp of the newel post, which was large
and hollow, fastening It down hard and

fast.

“Fhat will hold till doomsday,” sald
he, as he finishal the work and ascend-
ed the stalrs, followed by Nancy.

The evil pair entered Kate's room
and searched It from floor to celling,
Jeaving nothing undone that might give
them RUCCGREN,

“It 1% not here.” sald Hammond, after
more than an hour's hard labor,

“Then she has hidden it In the hall of
the eastern wing.”™ sald Nancy, as they !
| deseondad the stalrs on thelr way back
| to the library. !

WILL NOT BE EASY

Statement From Righ Official That the

| The Minister to London Says the Pub-
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OLD DOMINION NEWS,

Meeting of Virginia Farmers.

Roanoke, Special —The second annual
session of the Virginia State Farmers’
Institute is in session in this city, with
over 200 delegates in attendance Ex-
Gov. J. Hoge Tyler presided. Prof. A,
M. Soule s secretary.

Among the speakers of note here are
Mr. Wing, of Mechanlcsburg, Ohlo, who
will talk on “Alfalfa;” Alva Agee, edi-

tor of the National Stockman and Far-

For Angels in Thinking the Peace | ... .+ pittaburg, who will talk on
“Irish Potato Growing.” T. B. Terry, of

rms Will Be Moderate—The Bar
Torms. W - Hludson, Oblo, editor of the Practical

Japanese Will Skow No Lenieacy

HAVE ABUNDANT RESOURCES LEFT

lic Evidenly Mistake the Japaness

on Said That Russia Had Named | g, mer, who will talk on “Soil Man-

| and twisted, for old Fan was a glant. |

ess in gtrength.
“You are wanted.™ sald Hammond,
without looking at her.
“Qome fresh deviltry, eh? =sail Fan
“*What !s It to youn whether it s
or bad?" sald Hammaond,
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her rapacions eses, which looked 1w
like n rat's than a huaman being's
“Not a mite, M Hammon .
as I nm paid for the doing,™ sald 1"a
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a coin of gold, which she caunzht i
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“Hang we!” repeated Hammond, T
Ccolling trom 14e prophecy,

“1 mean it, Luke.
into a sparl, and you'll
under left ¢ar,

Fhings are getting
rk & rope

if you don™t

W
Knot your
ook sharp.™
Hammond grew pale, and stared at
her in sllenc

Nancy Harker nodded her head, as if
it Wet'e sel O SPEiNEs of Wire,
“If 1T do," =ald i,
lown and pushing his gri
hair; ~if 1 do, I'll ave your company,
Naucy Harker,
WwWe Aare
know."”

Hammi

back

Eitting

a1y

Bot we uust not quarn
brotber and

rel; sister, you
“Hush!" whispered Naney, and shak.
ing Ler tinger at hlm. “If you let that
secret ovt what becomes of you and
your plans? I tell you, you drink too
much, Luke. No one can suspect that
‘1 am your sister unless you, like a fool,
set the suspicion afoot. The first thiog

| "Right,"” sald Hammond. *“Do you
think she concealed It in this room ?"
*“No,” sald Nancy, shaking her head,
| “I think she has secreted It in bher room
s the fropt.”™
“But 1 had the will in my haund tie

instant before I went to the erimson
chamber,” sald Hawwond, *“and she
| was there herself not five minutes after
my arcival there.”

“She bad time to come here, to find

the package, to run back to her room,

aide it, and then follow you,” sall
Nancy.

“We must search instantly,” sad
Hammond, springiug to his feet.

He lighted two lamps, gave one to his

to be done pow s to Hod the lost will" !

1777 o be continued.

“I'lie hinll is ag bare of crack or erev- |
| e as the sole of my boot,” sald Hame- |
tnond,

| *“She mar have tossed it into some |

one of the rooms"” sakld Naney.
| “Eyery door i locked on each side of
the hall, 21 Hammond., *“But we
| will sparch |
| They a1, and found nothing. They
| \ t ar each other in surprize, and
| noticed &8 mutunl paleness
\ wiiieg 1 Mammond, “this
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Rate was still sitting in the armehiair
and Ber eyes of tire and scorn as she
recoguized Hammon peering ln made

Lim shrink and quail.
exhe Jdovs not sk shie plans.™
muttered, as be turned guickly
“Wateh her well, |
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away.
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CHAPTER
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“And now,” sald Hammond, as he
and Naucey extinguishbed thelr luwmps
and sat down voder the gaslight, “to
talik about Jawes Greene.”

“You were an idiot tc engage him to
1 repair that desk.” said Naucy.

“Plsd!” sald Lpke. 1l did not kpow
that he was the intendegd beir of Henry
Elgit; nor did 1 know that be and Cath.
arine had ever wet before. You are a
woeinan, Naucy, aod should bave fous
it out long ago."

He glawced toward the brandy de-
| cuntdy, bug Naney pushied it beyond hig)|
reach.
| Catharine Elyin hated s from head |
| to heel,” sald Naucy., with a sour look,
| “from the very day 1 outered this

bhouse. And let we tell you, Luke, that |
| when one woman hates avother sbe ls
| very careful whae she says aud does 1o
her presence.”

“The repairing of that unlucky desk,”
sald Hammond, after a pause, “bhas
caused all this trouble. Kate had for-
gotten all about the groaning she had
beard, when rooming in this part of the
bouse, apd if James Greene had not
damaged the partition, she would be
sleeping now in her own room, the gen-
uine will would bave been mine or de
stroyed—for I meant to destroy it—and
James Greene were easily disposed of.”
~ “It Is fatality,” said Nancy. “We
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FOR JAMES GREENER,
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Good Men as Plenipotentiaries, But  Azcment and Improvement.” and Prof
| Johkn Hamiiton,
will discuss
All the loeal sprakers are on hand, In-
cloding T
Major W
farmers
tions of the State
will be
Mavor Cut

All Depends Upon the Powers Con
ferred Upon Them.

= - =
Landon, By Cable PBaron Hayazhl,
the Jananese minister here, said to the
Assoclated Press that Rusaia had ap
pointed good men as peace plenipoten
tinr Neverthelegs even M, Witte and
Ba 1 Rosen had not inspired Japan
with confidence in a favoralile outcome
of the negotiations, “We do not know
the mih er added what powers have
Tree ] sgated to them and after th
¥ 2 of AL i months Japa
puls talt 1 mi W 1 facts
The terr n i n ated on
it i r W »
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I Graham_ but vidently easy
1 ¥ At 2% o'eclock Glover
o wk at Lewiston.
He w ut 15 minutes
Iater t Graham Was
taken A wagon and did
aot leave bed 1 late in the after
noon. Nelther of the men was -
jured
woman Rural Carrier Injured.
Burlington, Special Mrs Alice

Fowler, mall earrier on a roule
from Burlingtoa,
railroad
when h

rurai
was driving near the
in mall delivery wagon
w horse became frightoened at
a passing train near Elon College and
ran away, turning the wagon over and
inflicting very painful Injuries om Mrs.
Fowler. She was badly bruised about
the face and head and had one Anger
broken

her

Goes to Secure Evidence.
Waghington, Special —Morgan H.
Beach, the United States attorney for
the District of Coiumbia, who 18 In
charge of the investigation into
cotton crop scandal, has gone to New
York In search He de-
clined to make any statement before
leaving Washington, but it Is under-
stoad that be (ntends to interview _. C,
Van Riper and other New York brok-
ers who made disclosures of the meth-
ods employed by former Assoclate Sta-
tistican Edwin 8. Holmes who is al-
leged (o have used advance informa-
tion for the financial benefit of himselt
and certain brokers,

evidence
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Statistician Quits Job.
Washington, Special —The resigna-
tion of Johu Hyde, chlef statistician
and chief of the bureau of statisties of

the Department of Agriculture, was
to Secretary Wilson and
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ambition to become & paymaster in the
ravy, for which he had stood a civil
service examination. A man was dis
missed from the same office three
ago for using 32000 of the Govern
ment's money, which was restored by
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Damaged By Rain.
Lynchburg, Special
Virginia
rainfall

This section of
from excessive
haviog fallen here on 25
out of the last 28 days. Small fruits are
decaying

1 suffering
rain
on the trees and dropping
while wheat 13 aprouting in the shock
The county roads are hecoming slmost

impasaable in maay places, and corn
and tobacco flelds are Lecoming rank
for the lack of cultivation

—_—

Accuses Other Candidates.

Roanoke, Special —Mr J. A. Page, |

onn of the candidates
cratic nomination for City Treasurer.
who came out third in the coatest,
hang filed a notice of contest with
Chalrman Francis Keeley. He changes
that [awrence S Davis, who secured
the nomination, and W. L. Andrews
used money and made promises (o
voters, that they entered rooms where
the election was held and solleited
votes: that they paid poll taxes of
voters and had failed to specify In

their statements of expenses to whom
and for what services money was paid.

for the Demo

S. A. L. Surgeons Elect Officers.
Newport News, Special.—At the

closing session of the Associstion of
Seaboard Alr Line Surgeons the fol
lo officers were elected: Presi-

wing
doat. G. A Newflor, of Abbeville, &

Sources Lead Secretary Wilsen to
Begin an Investigation in Defersnce
to the Sentiment That the Depart-
ment's Figures Were Wholly Ingef.
rect—B8pecial Agents Sent to Ken
tucky and Tennesses — Statistice
Partly Helg Up Pending the Inquiry.

—_— - - —
Washington, Spectal —Through the
receipt of numerous  ecommunications

from the Souath and stalements (n the
press at various times that the statis-
tiza of the Department of Agricolture
on tobacco wersa bhelag mnnlpuilttd a
the interest of the so-called tObaoCO
triust. Secretary Wilsom has begun an
Inguiry Peading the
Investigution, the publlestion of the
tobaccs statistics of the several dis-

Into the sabject,

trirta wiil b held up. although the
regular m ily figurss by States will
be glven t Monday next
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Ne Grudge Against Wilgon.

lont Wal-
¥ York Cot-
ton Exchange sent the owing com-
munication the Associated Press:

Permit me to ask you very kindly
to ~orrect a misapprehension of the
press in regard o my letier 1O Preai-
dent Roos oncerning the discho=-
sures in Departemnut of Agrical-
ture

“] have never written to Secretary
Wilson and my letter was not the 8-
quei of any rorrespondence with him
conductad by my brother, Samuel T.
Hubbard, when president of the New
York Cotton Exchange

“My note was prompied stmply by
the recent revelations and had for Re
purpose solely to make a clear state-
ment of the attitude of our exchange™

New York, Special
Hu
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Will Aid investigation.
Waahington, Special. — Richard
Cheatham, secretary of the Southerm
Cotton Association, was (n lengthy
conference with Distriet Attorney
Beach and Mr. Moran, acting chief of
| the secret servige division, regarding
| the recent cotion investigation. Mr.
| Cheatham proposes to remain here
7 for some timo, and will assist in the
| preparation of evidence upom which
| possible criminal prosecutions will be
IF based.

[ ]

Wife Murdersr Captured.

Lexington, N. ., Special —Albert
| Miller, colored. was arrested here Sun-
| day evening charged with the murder
of his wife at Yorkville, 3 C. The
arrest was made by Policeman Peard
Taylor, on information and warrant
from Magistrate T B Glenn. of York-
ville. Miller's mother and step-father
live here. He is in jail hers and ad-
mits shooting his wife. but did mot
¥now she was dead, Sheriff Dorsett
has notifiad the Yorkville authorities
that Miller is willing to be taken there




