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The Young Men's Republican Union, organized in 1856 as the Young Men's Fremont
and Dayton Central Union, have leased the old head quarters.

/rtoo N^'-f^^S PRESIDENT, CHARLES T. RODGERS. ERASMUrSTERLING, VICE PRESIDENT. DEXTER A.
HAWKINS, WM. M FrTnKLIN. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. ^^,, CEPHAS BRAINERD, Chaiman. BENJAMIN
E. MANIERRE, JAMBS H. WELSH ^}ft^^^f7^. PENDLETON G. DEGRAW, ISAAC SHERMAN, CHARLES
H. COOPER CHARLES C. NOTT, LOUIS M. PECK The Young Men's Republican Union, organized in
1856 as the Young Men's Fremont and Dayton Central Union, have leased the old Head Quarters at
Stuyvesant Institute, and would invite the attention of all to the following brief summary of facts :
The Presidential campaign of 1860 is now opening, and in the course of a few months our country
will be called to decide upon its future policy. Shall we continue that of the present administration,
or shall we substitute the policy of the Republican party 1 The question is a momentous one,
and demands our serious consideration. Under the present administration, the vital principles of
Republicanism have been assailed; extravagance and corruption pervade every department of
the government; the sanctity of the Post Office IS violated with impunity in fifteen States of the
Union; and slavery, the greatest curse with which the country is afflicted, and which, in a republic,
is a ten-fold reproach, has been lauded as an insti- tution much to be desired and fondly to be
cherished-as a blessing beyond all price. Freedom of the press and of speech on subjects even
purely political have been destroyed in portions of our common coun- try, and a reign of terror
substituted for the glorious heritage of freedom left to us by the fathers of the republic. For sixty
years our government was a free government; freedom of speech, of the press and of action, was.in
word and in deed guaranteed to all citizens. The exceptional institution of slavery was de- plored by
the framers of the Constitution, and for two generations, by its greatest statesmen. It was endured
as a, temporary political, social and moral evil, to bo restricted nationally by all constitutional means
and abolished by the several States as soon as they should deem it practicable. Freedom was
national; slavery sectional. But now, the constitution and the principles of those master minds
who so wisely controlled and guided the destinies of the infant republic, are repudiated by the
Democratic party. It now declares to the world, boldly and defiantly, that slavery is national, freedom
sectional; and seeks, by every means inits power, to extend its withering blight over the Territories,
which, by every principle of justice and equity, should be the homes of freemen, not of slaves. On
this issue we join battle-the motto upon our banners, " The exclusion of Slavery from the Territories ;
Free Homesteads to the freeme^i who will redeem them from the wilderness.'' We deem it to be the
duty of every good citizen, and especially of every young man who values the future of his country,
to enlist in ^he army of freedom, whose object is to redeem the government from the extravagant
and despotic hands which now pervert it; to elect a Republican President, who accepts the principles
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of Washington and Jefferson as his guide; who will administer the government with economy and
with even handed justice; and will defend our still glorious Union from the insidious assaults of pre-'
tended friends and the open attacks of its avowed enemies ; who will employ the power of the Navy
and the authority of the judiciary for the suppression of an unholy and piratical traffic ; and who will
if need be, exert the whole force of the government in securing to every citizen life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. To all who approve of these purposes, we extend a most cordial and earnest
invitation to co-operate with us in the great work we have to do. New-York, April 2M, 1860.


