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Mr. District Superintendent and Members of Charleston District Preachers' Meeting and Friends:

Having been appointed to read a Historical Sketch on Methodism, I have concluded to give you the
“Reason Why I Am a Methodist.”

Because I am in regular succession, and as David said to Solomon, “My son, know thou the God of
thy father and serve him with a perfect heart and a willing mind.” The law of nature impresses the
image of the parents on the children. As Paul declared in the XV Chapter, 49 Verse of I Corinthian,
“The laws of heredity impresses their peculiarities. As the Decalogue declares, I will visit the iniquities
of the fathers upon the children.” The laws of the land make me an heir to my father's name and
his possession, and the law of love makes me endorse his faith and practices; but if that was the
only reason why I am a Methodist, while they would be commendable, they would not be sufficient
for me to defend the principles of Methodism. I believe the Methodist Church comes nearest to the
Ideal Church that our Saviour established for Mark declare that the “Common people heard him
gladly” Then it is a Penticostal Church. “Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be indued with power
from on high. The Primitive Methodist Church was a Holy Ghost church and is imbued with the spirit
that pervaded the Church on the day of Penticost, and they were amazed and marveled, saying, are
not all these Galileans, and how hear we every man in our own tongue wherein we were born the
wonderful works of God.”

Then the Class-Meeting idea was conveyed by the Saviour as he journed with the two on the way to
Emmans, and they said one to the other, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us by
the way and while He opened to us the Scriptures?” Also our Lovefeast 4 feature was brought out on
the same occasion. And how He was made known of them in breaking of bread. Then the Methodist
Church organized on the plan of the Church that Peter established in the house of Cornelius, which
patern was shown him in a vision just as the patern of the Tabernacle was shown Moses on the
Mount and he was admonished, “See saith ne that thou make all things according to the patern.”
So Peter had the patern of a true Spiritual Church. And the great Appostle Paul was essentially a
Primitive Methodist Itinerant Preacher, and the two longest appointments that we recall, one was
at Rome, where he spent two years in his own hired house, and at Ephesus for three years and, I
believe, labored with his hands making tents.

Paul gloried in tribulation; but that was in the early Church. Many Preachers of to-day glory in
something else, having learned an up-to-date way.

The Methodist Church got a Camp-Meeting spirit from John on the Isle of Patmos, for he was in the
spirit of the Lord on the Lord's day and hence we have the little Camp-Meeting ditty, “If you want to
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seek Jesus, go in the wilderness and wait upon the Lord. I will have to say, as it is written in Hebrew,
“And what shall I say more for the time would fail me to tell of Evangelist Philip, the Revivalist Silas,
Deaconess Dorcas and Stewerdess Phœbe and others whose names are better than precious
ointment; but I am confronted with the fact that while they were Methodists, in fact, they were not
in name, but it was left to our Godly man, John Wesley, to evolve from the Ritulistic Episcopal Church
of England, a Church on the up grade spiritually. And as the letter M representing the initial of
Methodist is three points higher up in the Alphabetical order than the letter P, which represents the
initial letter of Prodestant E. Church, so we claim three degrees in spirituality, and the name given in
derision have proven a tower of strength, and stands for a Method in Spirituality, in intellectuality,
in progressiveness and aggressiveness. Then her doctrines are so broad that we will accept our
Baptist brother's idea of emersion; but we go further 5 than they and let every man's conscience be
his guide. For as Paul has said, “lest some weak brother be offended,” we only laying stress on the
necessity of baptism and not in the mode. And we are strengthened in our views by the conversation
that our Saviour had with Nicodemus, when he declared the fundamental truth of the Gospel, “Ye
must be born again.” Nicodemus wanted him to formulate a plan, but He only emphasized the fact
without prescribing a specific, tangeble mode, for if He had given Nicodemus any prescribed mode,
we would have had a Nicodemus Church, with that way the only way of salvation. And I further
surmise one of the special features of that Church would be night meetings.

Then we go with our Presbyterian Brothers beyond where they go on predestination and stop only at
whosoever will. So we say to our brethren of whatever name or creed, if you love the Lord in sincerity
(Paul said, not boastingly) I more, having gifts or views deferring it is all for the perfecting of the
saints. So with us it is one Lord, one faith, one baptism and we are brethren. So our method is to let
everybody enjoy their peculiar views and notions, and if they are happy in it we rejoice with them.

But there is still another reason why I am a Methodist, and that reason is, The Methodist Church
has always been the champion of freedom and equality. Her stand in 1844 against the worst of all
iniquities, slavery, shows that she would rather sacrifice territory, members and association than
principles and is sufficient reason for me to stand by one that was a friend in time of need. To-
day I stand on an equal footing with every layman in the Church and is eligable to any position my
education, training and experience qualify me to fill, and if my sons qualify themselves, and are
called of God, there is nothing to bar them from the Bishopric other than votes.

It is true that, public sentiment is a hindrance; but if God be for you He is mightier than all that can
be against you, and Peter in establishing the first Methodist Church declared, “Of a truth I perceive
that God is no respecter of 6 persons.” So our beloved Methodism stands for spirituality, equality
and does not say, “Stand thou there” or “Sit here under my foot-stool or in the cock loft.
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If ye fulfill the royal law, according to the Scriptures, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” ye do
well; but if ye have respect to persons ye commit sin. So, as long as Methodism stands for Spirituality,
Intelectuality, Equality and Uplift, may I stand for it and thus honor God and my Father and Mother
and thus get through this world to that city that has foundation and is not based upon creed but
purity.

I now ask your indulgence an account of Sunday Schools in reference to Children, thay being an
essential factoa in perpetuating Methodism, and perhaps, I have some items that may be interesting
as well as historic.

The first account I have of Sunday Schools is in the Journal of the South Carolina Conference, held at
Charleston in 1790.

Question —What can be done to instruct poor children, white and black, to read?

Answer —Let us labor as the heart and soul of one man to establish Sunday Schools in or near the
place of public worship; let persons be appointed by the Bishop, Elder, Deacon or Preacher to teach,
gratis, all that will attend and have the capacity to learn, from six o'clock in the morning until ten and
from two o'clock in the afternoon until six, when it does not interfere with public worship.

The next item I have is an extract from a letter written by Rev. George Dougherty to Bishop Andrews
about 1800, saying, “The title of Negro School Teacher in connection with Eethodist Preacher makes
a Black Compound sure enough.”

Preamble and Extracts from Minute Book of Cumberland Sunday School

Whereas, We, the undersigned Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in Charleston, have by
the grace of 7 God been selected by our Pastor, the Reverend James O. Andrews, for the purpose of
establishing a Sabbath School in Cumberland Church for the instruction of colored children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord our God, by teaching them such rudiments as may assist them
in the way that may make them obedient and wise unto salvation, as far as our weak frailties will
admit, have therefore enrolled our names as teachers in compliance with the will of our beloved
Pastor as above stated, and have also subscribed to the following regulations for our guide in said
calling, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, do invoke the aid and influence of
God's holy spirit to assist our infirmities and to direct us in all truth to a proper discharge of those
duties connected with our calling; that by precepts and examples of our lives, while we attempt to
water shall be watered ourselves from on high. Have affixed as our motto the following portion of
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Scripture taken from the First of Proverbs and 5th Verse: “A wise man will hear and increase learning,
and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsel.”

NAMES OF THE TEACHERS.

MALES.

Thomas Brown,

Jacob Weston,

Samuel Weston,

W. O. Clark,

W. B. Clark,

Richard Holloway,

Chas. H. Holloway,

Isaac Holloway,

Jas. W. Hayne,

Mr. Wilson,

F. Wilkinson,

D. A. Payne,

Wm. Catto,

Wm. Deas,

P. Ward,
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FEMALES.

Mary Ann Berry,

J. Pinckney,

Ann Weston,

Catherine Wells,

Sarah Clark,

Maria Tunno,

H. Mitchell,

R. Sass,

E. St. Mark,

Susan Telfare,

Martha Walton,

Ann Right,

Mary Ann North,

B. Morris,

Mary Koughley,

8

Abram Jones,

J. B. Gripon,

N. Savage,
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J. Johnson,

Mr. Cochran,

E. Beard,

Mary Adger,

Caroline Mishaw,

Lydia Jacobs,

Harriett Williams.

CUMBERLAND SABBATH SCHOOL.

Class No. 1, Jacob Weston—Samuel D. Holloway, 33 Beaufain St.; John R. Clark, 15 Colledge St.;
Edward Holloway, 33 Beaufain St.; Edward Richards, Broad St.; David Richards, Broad St.; Boston
Drayton, Anson St.; Edward Roach, Henry Smith, Augustus Wearing, Francis Main.

Class No. 2, William B. Clark and F. Wilkinson.

P. Ward and Thos. Brown, William Stevens, Bible; Micheal Eggart, John Williams, Webb Sparks,
Edward Pinckney, spel; Joseph Moultrie, one syllable; Charles Sparks, spel; Wm. Quin, one syllable;
John Robertson, alphabeth; Daniel Johnson, Bible.

Abram Jacobs' Class—Joseph Shubrick, Testament; Henry Steadman, two syllables; Fredrick
Steadman, alphabet; Abram Fraser, alphabet; George Fraser, alphabet; Abram Jacobs, alphabet; John
Mitchel, alphabet; Jeffry Whittaker, alphabet.

Clark and Cochran, Teachers—Henry Mishaw, Bible, John Davis, Robt. Duncan, Wm. Duncan, Moses
Berry, James Calvary, Wm. Ford, spel two syllables; Pino Harleston, James Maxwile, Bible.

Isaac Holloway and — Wilkinson, Teachers—David Payno, Testament; John Holloway, Psalter; Naro
Lafon, Primer, Paul Simmons, Alexander Chisolm.

M. Berry and L. Pinckney's Class—Charlotte Ferguson, Bible; Betsy Lee, Lindy Pinckney, Celia Howard,
Diana Legare, Juliet Wilson, Harriet Stephens, Rachel Grant.
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M. Weston and C. Wells' Class—Georgianna Moultrie, Bible; Martha Moultrie, Eliza Frazer, Rebecca
Marshall, Anna Marshall, Rebecca Stroble, Testament, Ema Wilson, spel; Margaret Wilson, spel;
Claunda Benthem, spel 3; Sarah Jones, 9 Henrietta Poyas, Sarah Pinckney, Abbey Kingman, M.
Stienmetz, Dinah Cruickshank, alphabet; Henry Prentiss, Susan Benthem, Maria Stimous.

Sarah Clark's Class—Priscilla Savage, Bible; Elenora Gailard, Bina Savage, Susan Savage, Julia Mathas,
Martha Kely, Martha Mintch, Ema Martin.

Maria Tunno's Class; Saranan Kane, Bible; Maria Lightwood, spel; Martha Clin, Abagail Dewees, Edy
Phillips, Susana Clinn, Patsy Thomas.

H. Mitchell and R. Sass—Elizabeth Holloway, Hester Watson, Jane Mitchell, Maria Legan, Isabella
Anderson, Fanny Weyman, Lucender Smith, Mary Legare, Martha Walton, Susan Benthem.

E. St. Marks and A. Weston, Teachers—Grace Oliver, Nancy Manning, Henrietta Mishaw, Catherine
Lowdnes, Margaret Huger, Mary Campbell, Eliza Moultrie, Maria Stoker spel, Claussa Dougertty,
Elizabeth Olives, Martha Scriven, Susan Easton, Martha Easton, Susan Steadman, Bible; Jane Bearing,
Rebecca Bate, Jane Brown, spel; Rose Remney, Elizabeth Porters, Julia Wrring, Martha Eason, Julia
Wilson, Elizabeth Owens.

Susan Telfer' Class—Elsy Weston, Cardy Jones, Elizabeth Jones, Maria Timothy.

Jacob Weston's Class—Daniel Holloway, Bible; John Clark, Edward Holloway, Wm. Glover, Benjamin
Tunnan, Edward Clinn, one syllable; John Brown, Thomas Bonneau, alphabet; Bristor Anderson.

Sam L. Weston and — Haynes' Class — Lyles Holland, Thos Legare, Richard Bonthon, Wm. Prioleau,
spelling; Peter Jones, John Bryan, Wm Jones.

Wilson and Gripon's Class — Charles Cart, Bible; Carlos Walley, Pempey Prio,, one syllable; Benjamin
Rowlanson, one syllable; Albert Rowlanson, Alphabet; Will Poyas, alphabet; John Poyas, Alphabet;
Wile Jenkins.

C. Holloway and N. Savage's Class—Thos. Right, Bible; Wm. Right, Alexander Smith, two syllable; Thos
Grant, Carlos Grant, Richard Legare, Wm. Coarts, Lola Michel, one 10 syllable; Caleb Micheal, Jessie
Jones, Wm. Black, Joseph Mack, Wm. Mitchel.

E. Biard's Class—Francis Mishaw, Bible; Henry Moon, Toney Brown, Lawrence Gray, Henry White,
Libram Whitman, Jacob Parker, spelling.
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Wm. O. Clark and J. Johnson's Class—Wm. Mishaw, Bible; John Chisolm, Thomas Bentham, William
Betham, Thomas Mcbeth, Thomas Howard, spell; John Mack, Jacob-Aaron Holsy, John Nowell, Daniel
Norman, Albert Bee, Curly Prentiss, William Bee, alphabel.

A Quarterly Meeting of the Cumberland Sabbath School Teachers, held at Mr. R. Holloway, Beaufain
Street, on the 4th of April, P. M., 1831. In the presence of the Superintendent, T. C. Brown, S. Weston,
A. Jacobs, N. Savage, C. Holloway, Jas. Johnston and E. Beard; Mrs. Mary Ann Berry, H. Mitchell, M.
Turner; Misses Eliza St. Marks, A. Weston, R. Sass and Miss Sarah Clark. The Superintendent arose
and stated the intention of the meeting was to have the School conducted in a systematic form, and
ordered the rules that were drawn up by the Andrews Library Society be read for the satisfaction of
the female teachers, which was accordingly done and unanimously consented to by the teachers.

The rules which were adopted, eight in number, were omitted for the sake of brevity.

The Superintendent arose and desired each teacher to arise and state what are their views and
feelings respecting the School. In compliance to same each teacher arose and gave their views,
generally in favor of the School; after which the Superintendent arose and exhorted the body
to diligence in the work wherewith they are called. After singing a hymn and prayer the house
adjourned.

JOHN B. GRIPON, Sect.

The Annual Meeting of the Cumberland Sabbath School Society was held on the evening of the 22d
of April, 1833, and 11 waf well attended, and after the Society's thanks was tendered to Almighty
God for His protection during the year that is past, through the means of a humble prayer, the
Superintendent caused the last preceedings to be read. This being done he authorized the Managers
of the School to examine the Treasurer's department, which was accordingly examined and reported
to the body as being in perfect coincidence with the Superintendent's book. This report being read
and put was unanimously accepted.

Mr. Richard Holloway then arose and moved that the body proceed to the election of its officers;
seconded by Mr. J. W. Hayne, put and carried. The body accordingly proceeded to the election, the
Managers being conductors of the poll, and before the election was reported the bells commenced
ringing which obliged us to retire to our respective abodes. The meeting adjourned.

CHAS. H. HOLLOWAY, Secretary.



Why I am a Methodist http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbaapc.13400

The adjourned meeting was held at the usual place on the 20th of May, 1833, and was numerously
attended. After the opening of the meeting the proceedings were read. The Managers proceeded to
the making out of their report, during which time the Superintendent recommended to their notice
the Teachers' First Book and caused the Prefaces of both First and Second Books to be read. He then
stated his views to this effect that there would be much time lost by going through the First Book.

Mr. Jacob Weston arose and stated that his views on it was just that, he thought the First Book would
fit the children more accurately for the Second Book than to put them in it right off, and other of
the gentlemen gave in their views. Mr. Hayne, Mr. Payne with others the strength of the house
was accordingly tried. Mr. D. A. Payne moved, seconded by Chas. Holloway, that we do adopt the
Teachers' First Book first, and when the children understand we then adopt the Second Book. This
being put was carried.

We have no record of the School continuing under the control of Colored Teachers after 1833.

12

The next item of interest is an extract from a letter written by the Rev. Dr. John T. Wightman from
Baltimore, M. D., February 21st, 1907.

“I appointed a Superintendent of a large Sunday School at Trinity under colored Teachers which was
an eminent success during the stormy days of 1862–3, that was possibly the first Sunday School
organized with Colored Superintendent and Colored Teachers under the auspices of the whites.”

As further proof of the establishment of our Sunday School under the control of Colored Teachers in
1853, I quote from an Address delivered in 1864 on the occasion of the First Anniversary:

“Mr. Superintendent, Teachers and Friends:

When I consider the importance of the enterprise in which we are engaged and its auspicious career,
eventuating in this our First Anniversary.

This enterprise commencing the Third Sabbath in April 1863, under the most unpropitious
circumstances, succeded a School which had been abandoned by others as a prey to the times. Its
library desolated and its scholars scattered. The recollection of the day itself being the Anniversary
of that scene when our venerable and esteemed Superintendent, with prophetic like trust in God,
gathered up the scattered stones and erected the altar of Sabbath School.
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I confess that I am joyfully proud of the occasion, proud of the success of the cause as related in the
report read.

In conclusion, fellow Teachers, this event calls solemnly to view the ultimate object and responsibility
of the work in which we are engaged; to fit the young to live or die. Let us, therefore, throw ourselves
upon the tide of this great movement of the advancing tide of moral improvement which, we trust,
is to rise and swell and flow over the community and endeavor to make this School, with the aid of
the Deity, one of the grand instrumentalities by which we may labor most effectually for the highest
good of the rising generation.”

13

For the sake of comparison I herewith present the Superintendent's Report of 1870 and the
Superintendent's Report for April 1909, Father and Son:

THE SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CENTENARY SABBATH SCHOOL.

Amid the chanting of Anthems, and the expressive language of Flowers, which came to us from
their beautious surroundings, would the Superintendent with high gratification congratulate the
School, and its friends on being permitted again to participate in the pleasure of celebrating another
Anniversary. The survey of the past and anticipations of the future alike demand our warmest
gratitude, and the most pleasing hope. From the origin of the School in April 1863 at Old Trinity
Church, her progress has been gradual, lint portent and cheering, like the course of the sun through
the heavens, her march has been steadily onward. The blessings of God have evidently intended
every effort put fourth by her officers and teachers to disseminate a sound religious education
amongst the children, and to-day in celebrating its seventh Anniversary, the School rejoices in
having attained a maturity of character, and commanding reputation for usefulness, which a long
succession of years, alone have sufficed to procure for many others.

There have been those who have considered Sabbath School Institutions of small Moment, because
it relates to the instruction of children, but we have too much confidence in the discernment of this
congregation to fear they will be misled by any such pitiable tants. We were all children, and the
man, whatever may be his position, is but the child matured. The distinguished Wesley was once a
child and was indebted to early religious culture for his success and celebrity. Without it the founder
of our Church had never become the most useful man that has lived since the days of the Apostles,
nor would he ever have Set in opperations a train of instrumentalities which have shaken the powers
of darkness to their centers in both hemisphers. Among these instrumentalities, and probably 14
from his personal experience of their benefit, he was careful to include Juvenile instruction, enjoining
it upon all who are zealous for God and the souls of men that they should do all in their power to
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inform the rising Generation, and that they should begin now, that where no more than ten children
could be found, we should meet them, and instruct them in the word of God and explain it, and
impress it among their hearts, pray earnestly for them, and exhort their parents to do like wise.

The necessity of immediate attention to this duty is urged upon us by the present exigencies of
the Country. We are exposed to fearful colissions with political parties. The spirit of misrule lately
developed in riots and mobs, which have some of our principal cities into utter confusion and
dismay, trampling upon the civil authorities, endangering liberty and even life itself.

Superadd to these things the threatning tide of foreign emigration which is to flood our country
with the ignorance and vice, the pauperation and intemporance, the superstition and bigotry, which
growing Europe and China cannot endure.

For these fears does the Tract the Bible and the Missionary Society furnish guarranties of our safety
and salvation. We acknowledge their importance. They are noble Institutions and deserve our
prayers and our patronage, but they do not supercede the necessity of Sabbath Schools, because
they do not reach the case of children. The distribution of Bibles and Tracts is intended chiefly
to benefit adults, at least it can benefit children as far as they have been previously prepared by
personal particular instruction. The Missionary confines his Savior to destitute portions of the
country and to foreign lands, leaving thousands of the rising generations to be otherwise provided
for.

Now the object of Sunday School is to supply this immence multitude of young immortals who are
the hope of the nation, with the word of eternal life, yes it is in these nurseries of Religion, that the
word of God drops as rain, and His precepts distill as dew—as the small rain upon the tender herb,
and as showers upon the grass, and it is from these sources chiefly, 15 that those themes must flow
which shall cleanse and purify—which shall fertilize and gladden this land of promise, in other words
we expect these schools will produce virtuous, intelligent youths—that such youths will become
virtuous, intelligent men and women, and such men and women will constitute a virtuous, intelligent
nation, and that nation will of necessity, be free and prosperous and happy. Therefore upon the
prosperity of Sabbath Schools depend the freedom, the prosperity and happiness of the nation.
Who that have ever visited a well conducted Sunday School, but that have admired the neatness and
cleanliness, the decorum and the interest of the pupils, and while you have marked the correctness
of their recitations, the propriety and intelligence of their answers, and the sweet music of their
songs, you must have felt the reason why David compared such sons to the plants grown up in
their youth, and such daughters to corner stones polished after the similtude of a palace, and why
the Saviour took them up in his arms and blessed them. They are the fairest specimen of human
nature placed in the fairest light, Angels look upon such a scene with delight, yea often descend
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amongst them as Missionary spirits, to minister Salvation to to their prescious souls, and glory to the
Redeemer of children in many instances His law has proved perfect converting their souls, and His
Gospel the power of God unto salvation.

Who is that faithful Sunday School worker whose soul is interested for the welfare of her pupils—it
is one who has herself enjoyed the benefit of such instructions. Who is that zealous, powerful young
man penetrating the wilderness and upper villages of our State, laboring with all his might to win
souls to Christ. It is he who in the Sunday School studied those Scriptures which are profitable for
Doctrine, for reproof, for connection and instruction in righteousness and which maketh the man of
God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works, indeed Sunday School scholars are to fill up
the ranks in the Church and occupy her most responsible positions in the Ministry and membership.
They are to constitute the 16 Van-Guards of Immanuel's Arms, presenting an array of courage and
strength, of zeal and activity which strike terror to all the host of Apollyon.

In recounting the events of the past year, we would gratefully acknowlege efficient, and appreciated
services rendered by ladies from some of the day schools in the city, and other persons, we would
also acknowledge the receipt of eighty-six volums as a donation to our circulating Library.

During the year just ended, the School has again and again to part with some of her faithfull
teachers. They having been called to other sections of the city by business, in this exigency the
School has developed her ability for self preservation by filling the chasm from her own resources.
Thus have five scholars been promoted to teacher. The attendance of the School continues good.
Largest attendance, 378; smallest, 37; average 208. The School has registered 53 new scholars and
no death for the year.

The financial condition of the School is also good. Revenue $82.75; expended $61.25; ballance cash
$21.50. A supply of School books is however needed at the present. The circulating Libray from use
and other causes have its catalogue much broken, andrequires to be recuperated. The perodicals
are regularly received to wit 125 Sunday School Advocates and 10 Sunday School Journals. These
peridocals alone cost $2.00 each year, and appeal to the liberality of the public for means to sustain
them.

In conclusion the Superintendent would tender his sincere thanks to the teachers generally, for the
deep interest in the prosperity of the School and especially the female portion, as we are honored
with their assistance will the School remain ffrm and immovable and a staunch ally of him before
whom all knees are to bow, loud pains are to reverberate through t h e heaven, earth and hell.

CHARLES H. HOLLOWAY, Supt.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S ADDRESS—1909.

Forty-fouth Anniversary of Contenary Sunday School.

The year just past has not been different from the preceeding years. Our Spiritual, Numerical or
Financial condition has not been up to our expectation; but we have had enough to thank God for
and to take courage. And as we have to reason from cause to effect, we will cite some causes, as we
see them, that militate against numerical strength. Smaller Schools organized in different sections
of the City divide our forces; but add to the spread of God's word and is doing more good than by
concentrating our forces at one point. Our Home Department, while it takes out of our School one
of our active teachers, is spreading the study of God's word; but the lamentable condition is that our
young people are not growing in spirituality as they grow intellectually and in place of consecration
we have criticism and, hence a lack of spiritual growth, and as kind produces kind, the younger
people are following the more advanced Intellectuality and loose relish for piety, and too often when
they come to Sunday School they discuss with more fervor other questions rather than God's word.

Our older people are responsible to some degree for the lack of numerical and spiritual growth, for
the younger people do not see in them helpful examples of attendance or interest, and as one of
our visitors expressed it, he sees the seats that ought to be occupied by the parents and grown up
people vacant and only the smaller children in attendance, and as a natural consequence as the
children advance in years they think the Sunday School is not the place for them. Now, to be a little
personal, what part have you in the Sundry School?

Parents, do you bring your children to the Sunday School? Do you send them? Do you know if they
come? Do you see that they study the lesson and read the Home Readings of the Lessons? Are you
as much interested in the Sunday School as you are in the Day School?

18

We value things in proportion to what they cost. How much the Sunday School has cost you in
dollars? Young men and women, do you find pleasure meeting together to study God's word so as to
make it your delight or meditation so that you can repell the suggestions of the Devil by the sword
of the spirit, the word of God, or is your whole aim, worldly pleasure or sinful gratification? Are you
living as you wish to die? When have you been to Sunday Sunday last? And when you do come are
you as careful of being on time as you are about meeting your temporal engagements? Now, before
God is your life an incentive to others along spiritual lines? How much worldly pleasure cost, how
much the Sunday School cost? Boys and girls do you come to Sunday School because you like to
come or because you are required to do so by your your parents? Do you strive as earnestly to get
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their on time as you do to be to the Day School on time? Do you behave as well in the Sunday School
as you do in the Day School? Do you study the Sunday School lesson as you do your Day School
lesson? Do you follow the example of bad people or are you trying to set them a good example? Are
you consecrating your life to God's service and seeking first the kingdom of God? Do you save some
of your pennies for collection or do you look to your parents to supply it?

Last but not least, Officers and Teachers in the Sunday School: What prompts your actions? Does
the love of God constrain you? Are your duties profunctory or is it a labor of love? Do your children
take knowledge of you that you have been with Jesus? Do your children feel that you are interested
in them, spiritually and naturally? Do your children beleive that you are praying for them? Have they
ever heard you pray? How much sacrafice and self-denial have you made for your class? Do you visit
your children at there home? Do you speak to their individually on the subject of religion? Do you
make a special effort to be on time? Are you never absent unless hindered by providence.

Let me quote from our Journal for April: A School may be well equipped, may be finely organized,
may have fine music, 19 interesting exercises and a large enrollment; but, if it fails to make the
scholars' spiritual possibility a vital, personal possession, guiding the thought and controlling the life,
it fails utterly. The spirit of Jesus in the heart, the practice of Jesus in the life and the out living of the
Christian influence upon the community must be the ultimate goal of every really good Methodist
Episcopal Sunday School. In this connection I desire to publicly commend Miss A. Miller for a paper
she read before the church on the Spiritual Development of the Children. I wish Miss Miller will
turn her views into practical channels, and inaugurate a spiritual campaigne for aur Sunday School.
There have been three projects successfully worked for the benefit of the Sunday School socially
and intellectually that are deserving of mention; Mrs. H. Melfi's class by her influence and direction
organized a Society which had for its object, getting up a Christmas Entertainment for the whole
School which was a success. Mrs. Rout and Miss McKinley repeated a very amusing Entertainment
for fhe Sunday School that they gave for the Trustees, which very materially supplemented Mrs.
Melfi's effort.

Misses Morrison and Mickey, assisted by other talanted people gave a Dramatic Entertainment for
the benefit of our Sunday School Library which was a glowing success meritoriously and financially,
and I wish the books bought may be like seeds sown in good ground, and all that have contriduted
their time, talent and influence to the several Entertainments are entitled to and have the sincere
thanks of the Sunday School.

In conclusion I have to make mention of death; the Angel visited our Sunday and bore to home in
the skies our Pastor's daughter, Zadia Simonds Mouzon, the very youngest communicant member of
our church. She was unexpectedly taken away to join the innumerable company of children around
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God's throne. We resign our will to God's judgement. The school will stand and sing of the glad re-
union.
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In connection with this address I here annex the Secretary and Treasurer's reports.

JAMES H. HOLLOWAY, S. S. Supt.

MRS. C. A. WARREN, Superintendent Home Department.

Report of the Secretary for the year ending April 18th, 1909:

Divided as follows:

Primary Department, 75

Intermediate Department, 100

Senior Department, 75

Home Department, 25

Officers, 5

Teachers, 24

Number of pupils members of the S. S. in all grades, 304

W. S. NOISETTE, Secretary.

TREASURER'S REPORT.

Collection from all sources during the year, $204.36

The same has been applied as follows:

Missions, 30.25

Sunday School Expenses, $118.11
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Balance in hand, $56.00

H. C. NELSON, Treasurer,

April, 1827—April, 1909

FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF Centenary Methodist Episcopal Sunday School, CHARLESTON, S. C.

Colored Surerintendents Since Organization:

1827 T. C. Brown, 1833 Jacob Weston, Samuel Weston, 1863 Samuel Weston, 1869 1870
Chas. H. Holloway, 1874 1875 Henry Cardoza 1879 1880 Isaac LaRoach, 1882 1883 J. W.
Patterson, 1885 1886 Frank I. Johnson, 1889 1890 J. H. Holloway, to present tine


