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SUFFRAGE AND CIVIL RIGHTS.

THE RECORD OF THE DEMOCRACY ON THE XVth AMENDMENT,

The Civil Rights Bill and Bill for the Enforcement of the XVth Amendment.

REPUBLICANISM and DEMOCRACY CONTRASTED.

In adhering to the name which was selected by honest men for an honest purpose, the Democratic
party has practically stolen the livery of Heaven to serve the Devil in. It has completely perverted
the name until it is a by-word of reproach in the mouths of all patriotic men, and has committed the
most terrible crimes under the stolen garb.

It originally meant a party devoted to liberty, justice, and equal rights. It has been perverted until it
means a disloyal faction, at war with republican principles, devoted to wicked oppression, injustice,
and tyranny.

Its agency, through a corrupt and disloyal Democratic administration, in bringing on the war for
slavery and disunion, and its open sympathy and secret aid and comfort to the rebels during the
bloody contest, are matters of history, and have been made as familiar as household words
to the people. But its long and bitter struggle, after the war was closed, and four million slaves
emancipated, to withhold from them all civil and political rights, is less familiar.

A simple record of its efforts to defeat the Fifteenth Amendment will present official evidence, that
every Democratic Member of Congress, and the Democratic members of every State Legislature in
this Union, voted in a solid body against this amendment, as they always have against every other
proposition to secure justice and equal rights to all men irrespective of color or previous condition.

The Democratic party, having brought on to war, and prosecuted it for four years, reserved to secure
under color of law, what it had failed to obtain by the sacrifice of a quarter of a million of loyal men
and four thousand millions of dollars. Andrew Johnson's system of reconstruction was devised to
accomplish that purpose. It would practically have restored slavery.
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When that failed, the Democratic leaders next exerted their combined powers to defeat all legislation
for the protection of the freedmen, and resisted, with the desperation of dying men, the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Amendments, the Civil Rights Bill, and, more bitterly than all, the Fifteenth Amendment and
the law for its enforcement.

To defeat this guarantee of liberty and justice has drawn forth all their energies. This amendment
transferred a down-trodden race into American citizens, and endowed them with the equal political
rights of all other citizens. Every dishonest scheme was first used to defeat the amendment in
Congress, and then to prevent its ratification by the required number of States.

An appeal to the record is taken, that the people may know how persistent and unscrupulous these
efforts have been to defeat this great guarantee of EQUAL CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS to all classes
of the American people.

“THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT.”

“ Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote SHALL NOT BE DENIED OR ABRIDGED
by the United States, or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.
servitude.”

“ Sec. 2. That Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.”

On the 26th of February, 1869, this amendment was adopted by the Senate, by thirty-nine 2
Republican votes, against thirteen Democrats in the negative. Not a Republican Senator voted against
it, not a Democrat for it.

On the 27th of the same month the House concurred in the amendment of by a vote of one hundred
and forty-four Republicans in the affirmative, and forty-four Democrats against it. As in the Senate,
not a Republican member of the House, except three conservatives, voted against it, not a Democratic
member for it.

The amendment having thus triumphantly passed both Houses of Congress by a solid Republican
vote, against the united protest of the Democratic members, it was submitted to the several State
Legislatures for their ratification or rejection. It required the approval of twenty-eight out of the
thirty-seven States. The State Legislatures voted as follows, the vote of the Southern reconstructed
States not always being a test of the politics of the members.

ALABAMA.



Suffrage and civil rights. The record of the Democracy on the XVth amendment. The civil rights bill and bill for the enforcement of

the XVth amendment. Republicanism and Democracy contrasted. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbaapc.24400

The Senate of this State gave thirty votes in favor of ratifying the amendment, and one against it. The
House gave seventy-one for it and sixteen against it, all opposed being Democrats.

ARKANSAS.

The Legislature being unanimously Republican, the Senate gave twenty-two votes for the
amendment and two against it. The House gave fifty-three for it and none against it.

CALIFORNIA.

Both Houses of the Legislature rejected the amendment, and refused to furnish an official copy of
the vote. The Republican members all voted for the amendment, and the Democrats all against it.

CONNECTICUT.

In the Senate thirteen Republicans voted for the amendment and six Democrats against it. In the
House one hundred and twenty-five Republicans voted for it and one hundred and five Democrats
against it.

DELAWARE.

The Legislature of this State voted almost unanimously against the amendment, and the Democratic
leaders are the bitterest enemies of the enfranchisement of colored men.

FLORIDA.

Thirteen Republican Senators voted for, and eight Democrats voted against the amendment. In the
House twenty-six Republicans voted for the amendment and thirteen Democrats against it.

GEORGIA.

The Senate of Georgia, on the 18th of March, 1869, rejected the amendment by a vote of thirteen
Republicans to sixteen Democrats. The House had, two days before, adopted it by a vote of sixty-
four to fifty-three.

February 3, 1870, the amendment was adopted by a vote of twenty-five to nine in the Senate, and
seventy-five to twenty-nine in the House. Only three Democrats voting for it and not a Republican
against it.
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ILLINOIS.

Eighteen Republicans voted for the amendment in the Senate, and seven Democrats against it. In the
House fifty-five Republicans voted for it and twenty-eight Democrats against it.

INDIANA.

In the Senate twenty-seven Republicans voted for it, and the Democratic members refused to vote.
Eleven of them absented themselves for the purpose of preventing a quorum. Eleven were present
but did not answer to their names. In the House fifty-four Republicans voted for it. The Democrats
refused to vote.

IOWA.

Forty-two Republican Senators voted for and seven Democrats against the amendment, and in the
House eighty-four Republicans for, to twelve Democrats against.

KANSAS.

Every member of the Senate was a Republican, and voted for the amendment. In the House seventy-
three Republicans voted for it and seven Democrats against it.

KENTUCKY.

Both branches of this Bourbon oligarchy voted against the amendment, with the exception of six
Republicans in the Senate and five in the House.

LOUISIANA.

Eighteen republican Senators voted for the amendment and two against it. In the House fifty-five
Republican members for it and nine Democrats against it.

MAINE.

Twenty-five Republican Senators for it and one Democrat against it. In the House 3 it was adopted
unanimously, several Democrats voting for it.

MARYLAND.
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The Senate (twenty-five Democrats) unanimously against it, and eighty-seven members of the House
against it—all being Democrats.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The Senate vote was for the amendment thirty-six Republicans, to two Democrats against it; and the
House one hundred and ninety-two Republicans for it, to fifteen Democrats against it—thirty-three
not voting.

MICHIGAN.

The Senate gave twenty-five Republican votes for it to five Democratic votes against it, and the
House sixty-eight Republicans for it to twenty-four Democrats against it.

MINNESOTA

The Senate gave thirteen Republican votes in the affirmative and eight Democratic votes in the
negative. In the House twenty-eight Republicans for it, to fifteen Democrats against it.

MISSISSIPPI.

Both the Senate and the House voted unanimously in favor of ratification. The vote of the Senate
was twenty-eight and of the House seventy-nine. Five Democrats in the Senate and fifteen in the
House voting for it.

MISSOURI.

The vote of the Senate was twenty-three Republicans in the affirmative and nine Democrats in the
negative, and in the House eighty-six Republicans for to thirty-four Democrats against.

NEVADA.

The Senate gave fourteen Republican votes to six Democratic votes, and the House twenty-three
Republican to sixteen Democratic votes—all the Democrats voting against the amendment.

NEBRASKA.

Twelve Republican Senators voted for it and one Democrat against it. The House gave thirty-one
Republicans for it to four Democrats against it.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The Senate adopted the amendment without a division. In the House one hundred and eighty-seven
Republicans voted for it and one hundred and thirty-one Democrats against it.

NEW JERSEY.

The Senate voted against the amendment by a vote of twelve Democrats against and eight
Republicans for it, and the House also by a strict party vote.

NEW YORK.

In April, 1869, the Legislature of New York, in both branches, ratified the amendment, every
Democrat voting against it. In January, 1870, the Legislature being Democratic, voted to recind this
ratification by a vote of sixteen to thirteen in the Senate, and sixty-nine to fifty-six in the House—a
strict party vote. The action of this State shows plainly what the Democrats would do in every other,
if permitted by the people to get control of the legislation of the country.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The Senate ratified the amendment by a vote of forty to six, and the House eighty-seven to twenty.
All Republicans voting for it and all who voted against it being Democrats.

OHIO.

In 1869, the Legislature of this State, having a Democratic majority, rejected the amendment by a
vote of fourteen to nineteen in the Senate, and thirty-six to forty-nine in the House. In January, 1870,
however, an election having been held resulting in a Republican triumph, it was ratified, nineteen to
eighteen in the Senate, fifty-seven to fifty-five in the House. In both instances every Republican voted
for and every Democrat against ratification.

PENNSYLVANIA.

The Senate gave eighteen votes to ratify and fifteen against it, and the House sixty-two in favor and
thirty-eight against ratification—a party vote.

RHODE ISLAND.
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In the Senate twenty-three Republicans voted for it and four Republicans and eight Democrats
against it; and in the House fifty-nine for and ten against it.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

In the Senate the amendment received eighteen votes for, to one against it, and in the House eighty-
eight to twenty-nine—one Democrat voting for it in each branch of the Legislature.
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TENNESSEE.

The Senate never acted upon the amendment, and the House rejected it by a vote of for twelve
Republicans for to fifty-six Democrats and one Republican against it.

TEXAS.

In the Senate twenty-four voted for ratification and two against it, and in the House sixty-five for and
ten against it—all voting against it being Democrats.

VERMONT.

The Senate (the senators all being Republicans) ratified the amendment unanimously, and the House
almost so, though every Democratic member voted against it.

VIRGINIA.

Both branches of the Legislature, though composed largely of Democrats and rebel sympathisers,
but claiming to be “conservative” Republicans, voted for the amendment almost unanimously,
only two Senators and not many more members voting against it. This remarkable movement was
induced by their desire to get the State back into the Union, in control of the Democracy.

WEST VIRGINIA.

The Senate gave ten Republican votes for the amendment, to three Republican and three
Democratic votes against it. In the House there were twenty-two votes for it and nineteen against it,
nine of these being nominal Republicans. No Democrat voting for it in either House.

WISCONSIN.
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In the Senate, there were sixteen Republican votes for the amendment and eleven Democrats
against it. In the House sixty-two Republicans for and twenty-nine Democrats against it.

Such is the record. Not a single Democratic State has ratified the amendment, and not a Democratic
Member of Congress, nor of a single State Legislature, except in Maine and Rhode Island, or in some
of the Southern reconstructed States, voted for ratification. They have all, in a solid body, by foul
means as well as fair, fought it at every step. And now, that the provisions guaranty to colored men
the right of citizenship and the ballot, they denounce it as an outrage procured by force and the
bayonet, declare it of no binding effect, and avow their purpose to repudiate it.

Every Democratic Legislature in the Union proclaim their contempt for it, and every Democratic
paper, and politician, and convention, declare their determination to trample it under foot wherever
they can until they can strike it from the Constitution.

New York exhibits its spirit and purpose when its Legislature, in pure hatred of freedom, recluded its
previous ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment. The New York World, the trusty organ of the New
York Democracy, and the ablest Democratic paper in the Union, does not hesitate to declare that
repudiation is the Democratic policy. It thus boldly avows their purpose and indicates the way:

“Suppose that Kentucky, for example, should continue to exclude Negroes from the ballot box after
the Fifteenth Amendment has been ratified; how can she be compelled to admit them. A Democratic
Congress would not exclude her Senators and Representatives for such a course, nor would it pass of
continue laws for punishing the State officers who refused the Negro votes.

“The Fifteenth Amendment is hardly worth the support of its friends, or the opposition of its
enemies; for, even if it should be ratified, it will EVER BE NULL AND NUGATORY.”

The Pennsylvania Democracy is also committed to its nullification. The Age, of Philadelphia, the State
organ of the party, even more boldly than the World, denounces the amendment and proclaims the
purposes of its party in regard to it:

“Neither Indiana, Virginia, Mississippi, or Texas voluntarily or lawfully adopted the Fifteenth
Amendment, and without them its ratification is incomplete. Therefore the Fifteenth Amendment
is a deliberate and indubitable fraud and its enforcement a bold and shameless usurpation. * * The
Democracy of Pennsylvania have taken their stand upon that platform. It has been endorsed in New York
by an overwhelming majority, and the Radical party not only beaten, but disorganized.”
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The Democracy of Ohio, in convention assembled, thus take their position by the side of New York
and Pennsylvania in favor of Repudiation. They thus set forth their principles:

“4. That we regard the act recently passed by Congress to enforce the ‘Fifteenth Amendment,’ as
unconstitutional, unjust and oppressive, an invasion of the rights of the States, subversive of the best
interests of the people, and therefore demand its unconditional repeal. ”

They here clearly assert that the amendment must not be repealed! It is to remain a dead letter.

The State delegates of the Indiana Democracy, at their recent convention, commit 5 themselves as
strongly against the Fifteenth Amendment. They resolve:

“That we denounce the action of our last Legislature in attempting to force upon the people the
proposed Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States as in palpable violation of
our State constitution, and we solemnly protest against Indiana being counted for said amendment;
and we hereby declare our unalterable opposition to its ratification. ”

The Pontiac Jacksonian, speaking for the Democracy of Michigan, bluntly says:

“ The Democracy of Michigan will REPUDIATE THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT ” as a gross and rascally
fraud. The people must spurt it out of their mouths by throwing aside every politician who was
instrumental in its enactment. ”

The Democracy of the Southern States are undisguised in their hatred for the colored man, and in
their opposition to the amendment. The Southern press is full of bitter denunciation of that and
all other means for his protection. The platform of the Democratic party of Arkansas is only a fair
representation of their temper and purpose in other States. In an address to their State committee
they say:

“ We do more especially recommend to the people of Arkansas that they reject Negro suffrage whenever
and in whatever shape it may be proposed to them. ”

In that address, adopted and sent out by the Democrats, referring to the effort of Republicans to
secure a constitution for Arkansas securing equality of rights before the law, they say:

“The attempt of ignorant, if not bad white men, to bring the negro up to an with our own race is as
sensible and rational as an attempt would be to make the moon equal the sun in light and heat; and
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practically it would benefit the Negro as much as if they would provide an army of monkeys with razors
and turn them loose on the community.”

This is Democratic, logic, dignity, and decency in Arkansas, and it displays the real character and
designs of a vast majority of them in other States.

But the Democratic Members of Congress have officially laid down, as a main plank in the
Democratic platform, THE REPUDIATION OF THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT. Near the close of
Congress, on the 12th day of July instant, Mr. Ferriss, a Republican, submitted the following
resolution, on which he demanded the previous question:

“ Resolved, That the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Articles of Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, having been duly ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, are
valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution of the United States, and as such binding and
obligatory upon the Executive, the Congress, the Judiciary, the several States and Territories, and all States
of the United States. ”

Against this simple resolution, declaring the right of Congress to enforce the Fifteenth Amendment,
every Democratic Member of the House but one, and every Democrat in the Senate voted, unless
they dodged altogether. Thirty-two Democrats of the House recorded their votes against enforcing
the amendment, and eleven Democratic Senators. Every Republican voted for it.

REPUDIATION OF THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT, as well as repudiation of the public debt, is
therefore, to be a of the Democratic party!

Three weeks before they voted that the amendment must not be enforced, and in effect that it must
be repudiated, these same members issued an address to the people, in which they advise their
Southern brethren to recognize the validity of the amendment. That was a political measure. Their
vote against recognizing was official; made while acting under oath.

Such is the platform of the Democratic party. The word has gone forth from the National
Representatives of the party, that the amendment conferring civil and political rights upon four millions
of people must be repudiated, and finally annulled. It closes the whole argument, and fifty rounds off
the long series of Democratic acts and arguments against human rights and Republican equality.

EQUAL CIVIL RIGHTS FOR ALL.

Civil Rights Bill.
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Section First declares all persons born in the United States, except Indians not taxed, to be American
citizens; secures to all such citizens, without regard to race, color, or previous condition, the same
rights everywhere, to make and enforce contracts, &c., as any white citizen of the United States.

Section Second punishes with fine and imprisonment any person who shall, under any pretext
whatever, subject, or cause to be subjected, such citizen to different punishment than white citizens.

Section Third confers upon the courts of the United States exclusive jurisdiction in cases arising
under this act, or in violation of its provisions, criminal and civil.

Section Fourth devolves upon the district attorneys, marshals and deputy marshals, United States
commissioners, &c., the duty of instituting proceedings against all persons who shall violate the
provisions of this act. It also makes it the duty of circuit courts, &c., to facilitate the arrest and
punishment of all such offenders by all legal means.

Section Fifth makes it the duty of marshals and their deputies to execute all warrants issued under
this act, subjects them to a fine of one thousand dollars for refusing to execute it, and confers
upon United States commissioners the power to appoint persons to aid in executing the law, when
necessary.

Section Sixth subjects all who may attempt to obstruct the execution of the law, or aid in rescuing a
person, to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars and not over six months imprisonment.

Section Seventh fixes the pay of officers employed in executing the law.

Section Eighth authorizes the President, when he has reason to believe the law has been or is
threatened to be violated, to direct the judge, marshal, or district attorney to attend in the district
where the offence is committed, for the purpose of trying the offenders.

Section Ninth authorizes the President to employ such part of the military or naval force as may be
necessary to enforce it.

Section Tenth authorizes an appeal in all cases to the Supreme Court of the United States.

Every Democrat in both Houses of Congress voted against this bill, and it was returned by the
recreant Johnson with his veto. It was then passed over his veto by the Senate and House, every
Republican voting for it and every Democrat against it.
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From its first introduction, the Democratic members resisted its passage with the most determined
zeal and bitterness. It was enough for them that it conferred equal civil rights upon the freedmen.

SUFFRAGE.

An act securing every citizen in the free exercise of the elective franchise.

The First Section of the act passed by the last Congress to enforce the Fifteenth and other
amendments to the Constitution, provides that all citizens of the United States who are qualified
to vote at any State or Territorial election, shall be entitled to vote at all such elections, without
distinction of race, color, or previous condition, any constitution, law or custom to the contrary
notwithstanding.

The Second Section provides that if, by the authority of any State constitution, or laws, or Territorial
laws, any act is or shall be required to be done as a prerequisite or qualification for voting, and by
such constitution or laws persons or officers are or shall be charged with the performance of duties
in furnishing to citizens an opportunity to perform such prerequisite, or to become qualified to vote,
it shall be the duty of every such person and officer to give to all citizens of the United States the
same and equal opportunity to perform such prerequisite, and to become qualified to vote, without
distinction of race, color, or previous condition of servitude; and if any such person or officer shall
refuse or knowingly omit to give full effect to this section, he shall, for every such offence, pay the
sum of five hundred dollars to the person aggrieved, to be recovered by an action on the case, with
full costs and allowance for counsel fees, and shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not less than five
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not less than one month and not more than one year, or both, at
the discretion of the court.
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Section Third provides that whenever, by the laws or constitutions aforesaid, any act shall be
required to be done by any citizen as a prerequisite to qualify or entitle him to vote, the offer of
any such citizen to perform the act required to be done as aforesaid shall, if it fail to be carried
into execution by reason of the wrongful act or omission aforesaid of the person or officer charged
with the duty of receiving or permitting such performance or offer to perform or acting thereon,
be deemed and held as a performance in law of such act; and the person so offering and failing as
aforesaid, and being otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to vote in the same manner and to the
same extent as if he had in fact performed such act; and any judge, inspector, or other officer of
election whose duty it is or shall be to receive, count, certify, register, report, or give effect to the vote
of any such citizen who shall wrongfully refuse or omit to receive, count, certify, register, report, or
give effect to the vote of such citi-upon the presentation by him of his affidavit stating such offer and
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the time and place thereof, and the name of the officer or person whose duty it was to act thereon,
and that he was wrongfully prevented by such person or officer from performing such act, shall for
every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars to the person aggrieved thereby,
to be recovered by an action on the case, with full costs and such allowance for counsel fees as the
court shall deem just; and shall also for every such offence be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on
conviction thereof, be fined not less than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not less than one
month and not more than one year, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Section Fourth provides that if any person by force, bribery, or any other unlawful means, shall in
any way prevent or obstruct any citizen from doing any act required to be done to qualify him to
vote or from voting at any election as aforesaid, such person shall for every such offence forfeit and
pay the sum of five hundred dollars to the person aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by an action on
the case, with full costs and such allowance for counsel fees as the court shall deem just, and shall
also for every such offence be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not
less than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not less than one month and not more than one
year, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Section Fifth provides that if by intimidation or any unlawful means whatever an attempt is made
to debar a loyal voter from exercising his right to vote, such as threatening to deprive him of
employment, or to eject such person from rented lands or other property, or threats of refusing to
renew leases or contracts for labor, or by threats of violence to himself or family, such person so
offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not
less than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not less than one month and not more than one
year, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Section Sixth punishes with fine and imprisonment persons who form a conspiracy to violate any
provision of this act, to hinder the free exercise of any right secured to any citizen by the Constitution
and laws; any such persons shall be held guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined
or imprisoned, or both, at the discretion of the court—the fine not to exceed five thousand dollars,
and the imprisonment not to exceed ten years—and shall, moreover, be thereafter ineligible to, and
disabled from holding, any once or place of honor, profit, or trust created by the Constitution or laws
of the United States.

Section Seventh provides that if instead of violating the two preceding sections, any other crime shall
be committed the offender, on conviction of such violation of said sections, shall be punished for the
same with such punishments as are attached to the said felonies, crimes, and misdemeanors by the
laws of the State in which the offence may be committed.
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Section Eighth gives exclusive jurisdiction over State courts in all cases whatsoever arising under this
act to the distinct courts of the United States, and concurrent jurisdiction to United States circuit
courts.

Section Ninth especially authorizes United States marshals, attorneys, &c., to institute proceedings
against all persons who violate any of the provisions of this act, and to secure the right of all persons,
without distinction of race or color, to vote. It makes it the duty of the courts aforesaid to increase
the number of United States commissioners, as circumstances may require.

Section Tenth imposes a penalty of one thousand dollars upon all whose duty it is to execute
warrants under this act for neglecting or refusing to perform such duty; and it also confers upon
them the power to appoint assistants to aid them in executing the law, when such aid is needed.

Section Eleventh imposes a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars and not exceeding six months
imprisonment upon all who shall prevent the arrest of offenders, or aid them to escape when
arrested.

Section Twelfth fixes the fees of officers engaged in executing this act at the same rate as for other
services in similar cases, and authorizes the employment of all necessary aid.

Section Thirteenth authorizes the President to employ such of the military and naval forces as may
be necessary to execute any process under this act.

Sections Fourteenth and Fifteenth punish any person, except a Member of Congress, for holding
office contrary to the third section of the Fourteenth Amendment, by not exceeding one year's
imprisonment 8 or not exceeding one thousand dollars fine.

Section Sixteenth provides that all citizens of the United States, without distinction of race or
color, shall have the same rights to sue, enforce contracts, &c., in every State and Territory as are
enjoyed by white citizens, and shall be subject to like penalties. Also prohibits all unequal taxation on
immigrants from one State to another.

Section Seventeenth imposes a fine of one thousand dollars and six months imprisonment upon any
person who, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation or custom, shall subject, or cause
to be subjected, any inhabitant of any State or Territory to the deprivation of any right secured or
protected by the last preceding section of this act, or to different punishment, pains, or penalties on
account of such person being an alien, or by reason of his color or race, than is prescribed for the
punishment of citizens.
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Section Eighteenth reasserts the civil rights acts, and provides the means for the vindication of the
rights of all persons in the United States.

Section Nineteenth punishes by fine and imprisonment all kinds of fraudulent voting for
Representatives or Delegates to Congress.

Section Twentieth imposes the same penalty for fraudulent registration for the same officers.

Section Twenty-First provides that when the name of such candidates shall be required by State
laws to be printed or written, or contained on any ticket with other candidates, it shall be sufficient
prima facie evidence, either for the purpose of indicting or convicting any person charged with
voting, or attempting or offering to vote unlawfully under the provisions of the preceding sections,
or for committing either of the offenses thereby created, to prove that the person so charged or
indicted, voted, or attempted or offered to vote, such ballot or ticket, or committed either of the
offenses named in the preceding sections of this act with reference to such ballot. And the proof
and establishment of such facts shall be taken, held, and deemed to be presumptive evidence that
such person voted, or attempted or offered to vote, for such Representative or Delegate, as the case
may be, or that such offence was committed with reference to the election of such Representative
or Delegate, and shall be sufficient to warrant his conviction, unless it shall be shown that any
such ballot, when cast, or attempted or offered to be cast, by him, did not contain the name of any
candidate for the office of Representative or Delegate in the Congress of the United States, or that
such offence was not committed with reference to the election of such Representative or Delegate.

Section Twenty-Second punishes officers whose duty it is to preside at such election, but who shall
wilfully neglect such duty, or fraudulently exercise it in any way, the same as prescribed in previous
sections of this act for other crimes.

Section Twenty-Third provides that when any person shall be defeated or deprived of his election to
any office, except electors. Members of Congress, and members of a State Legislature, by the denial
of any citizens who shall offer to vote, the right to do so by reason of his color, his right to hold office
and enjoy the emoluments thereof, shall not be impaired by such denial, and authorizes him to bring
suit for the recovery of the office in the circuit court of the United States.

Every Democrat voted against this just and necessary act, and every Republican voted for it.

Published by the Union Congressional Republican Committee.


