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Correspondence.

Washington City, D. C., April 20, 1874.

D. L. Straker, Esq.:

Sir: Having heard your excellent lecture on “Citizenship, its Rights and Duties,” and believing that
it will be of great benefit to our people, if only read and studied, and particularly to the people of
the South, we most earnestly request you have the lecture published in pamphlet form so that its
principles may be disseminated through the country.

Believing that you will comply with our request, we remain, obediently yours,

Prof. James Storum,

William Syphax, Esq.
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A. T. Augusta, M. D.

Solomon G. Brown, Esq.

Wm. Waring, Esq.

G. T. Downing, Esq.

Hon. R. B. Elliott.

G. W. Arnold, Esq.

Wm. C. Costin, Esq.

Washington, April 20, 1874.

To Prof. James Storum, William Syphax, Esq., Prof. A. T. Augusta, M.D., G. W. Arnold, Esq., G. T. Downing,
Esq., Hon. R. B. Elliott, Solomon G. Brown, Esq., William Waring, Esq., and W. C. Costin, Esq.:

Gentlemen: —Your kind letter, requesting me to publish in pamphlet-form my lecture on
“Citizenship, its Rights and Duties,” is before me. It was not prepared with a view to such distinction.
I am surprised that it should meet your consideration to the extent indicated. Yet, if it should teach
one good lesson to my fellow citizens, it shall have secured its object. In this hope, I shall comply with
your request.

Thanking you for the honor paid me, and the esteem manifested, I am, Yours obediently, D. A.
Straker.

EXTRACTS FROM PUBLIC JOURNALS AND LETTERS RECEIVED FROM EMINENT PERSON,
CONCERNING THE LECTURE, ARE HEREBY SUBJOINED BY THE AUTHOR.

“It is of great benefit to the colored race, and should be read and studied by them.”— Daily Chronicle,
Washington, D. C.

“‘Citizenship, its Rights and Duties,—Woman Suffrage.’ The production is eminently able and
comprehensive, and the theme is handled with rare skill and nice judgment. We commend the
lecture to earnest public attention.”— Sunday Morning Gazette, Washington, D. C.
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“The discourse exhibits the marks of close research and hard study. He has handled it with great
discretion and skill. * * * He fortifies his position with good and cogent reasons. Let the women read,
study, and reply if they choose. The men should all buy the hook and present it to their wives and
sweethearts. It is replete with valuable information.”— National Republican, Washington, D. C.

“From the parts already perused, I am impressed with its learning and ability. The subject is one
of commanding importance, and especially among the class to which we belong.”— Hon. Frederick
Douglass.

“We feel that his pamphlet will be productive of good, and therefore emphatically commend it for
general perusal.”— New National Era, Washington, D. C.

“I have read with great interest your creditable lecture. It is seldom that I have met with so much
matter so well and so forcibly put in so few pages. I assure you it cannot but be productive of much
good—a wide distribution through the South. I do not fully accord with qualified approval of woman
suffrage.”— Hon. A. G. Riddle, Law Lecturer at Howard University.
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“I have carefully read your lecture on Citizenship. You have treated the subject well. I am greatly
pleased at these continued efforts to set the truth plainly and simply before the public. Keep on;
work hard; God will make you a blessing to the people.”— Gen. O. O. Howard.

“This being the last day of the Courts' sitting, the pressure of business prevents me from speaking
of your lecture as fully as it merits. My own view of the matter is * * * that the suffrage belongs to
the unit of our Anglo-Saxon society, which is the family I may add that it is an inevitable law that
responsibility follows power. If women are invested with the political powers of men, it is certain
sooner or later they will have to assume the responsibilities and bear the burdens which are now
regarded as exclusively men's. Women, who as the actual heads of families, have the responsibilities
of men thrown upon them, should have the right to vote.”

Hon. C. C. Nott, Assistant Judge of the Court of Claims.

“In the main, I like it much. I am, myself, in favor of woman's voting.”— Prof. J. M. Langston.

Citizenship, its Rights and Duties,— WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:
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In presenting this subject for your audience, I have no apology to make for the importance of its
consideration, since I believe that as the “best study for man is man,” so the best study of the the
citizen is citizenship; that is, his nature, status, and relationship to government.

But I am inexpressibly diffident of my ability to treat this subject, so important it is, with that degree
of efficiency calculated, not so much to please as to instruct and benefit. I reprove myself for my
temerity in attempting to discuss the subject of citizenship, connected as it is with law, although not
a perfect creature of law, at the capital of the nation where laws are made and illustrious lawyers,
reside. These considerations have more than once baffled my determination to write on this subject,
and now I only bring it before you, in the hope, that as a speck of mineral uncomely deposited in
some rugged rock of disproportion and rude shape, sometimes arrests the attention of the scientific
explorer and leads to vast discoveries of precious treasure, so a ray of truth may be uttered before I
close this subject, which will arrest the attention of abler minds than my own, and cause this subject
to receive that treatment which will ennoble and instruct in ages to come. But I am further urged
to this endeavor by the information that among ancient nations—Grecian and Roman—the civic
capacity and the civil duties of every citizen, were frequently brought before the public, and the
citizens were instructed concerning them. These subjects formed a part of the education of the
youth, so that men knew so well the value of citizenship that it became not a matter of indifference
by the many, but pride in all, and no right was denied, or privilege rejected a Roman, but the invader
was reminded, “I am a Roman citizen!”

This duty of the study, of Citizenship is no less incumbent on us as American citizens. But more
especially does it become the important duty of every colored citizen, in public or private life, rich
or poor, professional or non-professional. The doors of 6 civil liberty, through which we were to
gain access to the temple of our citizenship, it rights and duties, have been shut against us during
more than two hundred years. Ninety and eight years have passed away since our common country
sprung from the unjust embrace of the mother country into the family of nations; yet the greater
part of this time a component part of civil society of government of the American nation—the
African race—has been denied every avenue and every path, by which it may obtain a knowledge of
the beauty and value of its possession as citizens. We now, therefore feel, that as much of this is now
removed, and our rights are being acknowledged, and our privileges widened, we should inquire into
the intrinsic elements of these possessions, so that undertaking them we may justly use them for
the benefit of ourselves and our country.

The word Citizenship is derivative of the word Citizen. A citizen in the primitive and most
comprehensive sense, means “one of the sovereign people,” a constituent of society, and is
synonomous with People. In common law it means “an inhabitant of a city.” In American law it once
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meant (in the dark ages) “a white person, born in the United States, or a naturalized person born
out of the same.” And this definition, to the shame of our country and law literature, found its way
into the books written by eminent lawyers and jurists for the use of students. Hence we find it
in the widely circulated volumes of Judge Bouvier's Law Dictionary. Yet, happily, this was not the
definition universally acknowledged or adopted, nor can it claim to have derived its justification
from the Constitution of the American government. The most comprehensive and just definition
of citizenship I have read, is to be found in the profound opinion of ex-Attorney-General Bates in
the case of the “schooner Elizabeth and Margaret, of New Brunswick.” This vessel was detained by
the revenue cutter Tiger, at Sonth Amboy, New Jersey; because commanded by a colored man,
and so by a person not considered a citizen of the United States. The question propounded to the
Attorney-General, by Captain Martin of the Tiger was:— “Are colored men citizens of the United
States?” The answer given was worthy the head and heart of the man who uttered it at such a time,
when obloquy was the only recompense. But to-day it is complete. Truth is triumphant. The words of
Senator Summer, when writing in 1846 to Robert C. Winthrop, are truly verified: “Aloft on the throne
of God, and not below in the foot-prints of a trampling multitude are the sacred rules of right, which
no majorities can displace or overturn.” Attorney-General Bates says: “A citizen of the United States,
without addition or qualification means neither more nor less than a member of the nation. And
all such are practically and legally 7 equal—the child in the cradle and its father in the Senate. * * *
Prima facie every person in this country is born a citizen, and he who denies it in individual cases,
assumes the burden of stating the exception to the general rule, and proving the fact which works
the disfranchisement.” To cap the climax of the fulness of this definition, the learned jurist continues:
“I think no one will venture to deny that women and children, and lunatics, and even convict felons
may be citizens of the United States.” Hence it is considered that the fact of citizenship is never
changed, unless by the violation and act of the individual. Once a citizen, whether natus or datus,
always a citizen, even to the uttermost parts of the earth, and everywhere it should be protected
with that fidelity which is due from government to subject. Crime may disqualify the exercise of the
rights and duties of citizenship, but it cannot annul or demolish the intrinsic quality itself. Citizenship
is of the earth, earthy.

The Constitution of the United States, as it at present stands with its amendments, declares, “that all
persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens
of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.” Hence, we find citizens as described by
law, divided into naturalized and natural-born citizen—a distinction which all civilized governments
recognizes—but the barrier against citizenship on account of race or color, has been left to be
erected by the American government only. The last remnant of this shame and disgrace, as well as
injustice, will soon, we hope, be wiped from the records of our beloved country by the passage of
the supplementary Civil-Rights Bill, now pending before Congress, and introduced into that body
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—the highest legislative tribunal in the land—by our veritable friend and benefactor, the late Hon.
Charles Sumner: who has departed this life, and the like of whom we shall not soon see again;
whose name is a synonym for integrity, excellence in character, virtue, excellence in statesmanship,
philanthropy, the champion of the colored man's oppression, one of the iconoclasts of slavery, the
mighty destroyer of unequal laws; and, above all, the friend of humanity. Mr. Sumner thus speaks of
the citizenship, rights and privileges of the colored citizen: “Ceasing to be a slave the former victim
has become not only a man but a citizen, admitted alike within the pale of humanity and within the
pale of citizenship. As a man he is entitled to all the rights of a man, and as a citizen, he becomes a
member of our common household with equality as the prevailing law. No longer an African but an
American. No longer a slave, he is a component part of the Republic, owing to it patriotic allegiance
in return for the protection of equal laws. By incorporation of the body politic, he becomes 8 a
partner in that transcendent unity, so that there can be no injury to him without injury to all. Insult
to him is insult to an American citizen. Dishonor to him is dishonor to the Republic itself. Whatever
he may have been, he is now the same as ourselves. Our rights are his rights; our privileges and
immunities, are his great possessions. Not only is he a citizen, but there is no office in the Republic,
from the lowest to the highest—executive, judicial, or representative—which is closed against him
He may be Vice-President; he may be President.” * * * In the light of this statement, we learn that
the Civil-Rights Bill purposes to blot out all distinctions, and make us equally citizens of a common
country; for citizenship is an integral thing, and bears no fractional relationship before the law.

The political and civil equality of all men is derived from the origin of civil government.

Men in their natural and individual state of existence, uncontrolled by human legislation, found in
their wants and fears, the necessity of organized society and government. Or, in other words, as
expressed by Sir William Blackstone: “They discovered that the whole should protect all its parts,
and that every part should pay obedience to the whole.” Such was the idea that gave body and
soul to our great government as organized by the fathers. Such should be the light by which our
constitutional lawyers and jurists should read the Constitution, our magna charta.

This condition of society which I have just described as the beginning of government, necessarily
in some degree restricts the natural liberty of men, made so by their consent. No act is law except
by general consent, which is the ground of all just government. Violence and fraud can create no
right. Hence the idea that was once entertained, that “this is a white man's government,” is not
only absurd, but false and discreditable Our race which has been shut out from just and equal
participation in this government on account of color or race, has been thus governed by violence
and fraud; for any restriction against its consent, and in denial of these liberties, was unjust,
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unconstitutional, and no part of a just and civilized government. Every man is absolutely free, until
he enters into organized society or government, such as he chooses for his own good.

No one can fully discuss the origin of citizenship without adverting to the various views which
have been entertained in this country, relating to the citizenship of the black man. Neither in our
law books, nor in decisions of courts was there ever a just definition of citizenship of the United
States. The Dred Scott decision was the most unjust. The intrinsic qualities and intent of citizenship,
were constantly overlooked by prejudiced judges. 9 The fact that it was a part of man's being, an
inalienable right, brought into the common brotherhood of man in the organization of society and
government, was discountenanced, and in this country, until the fourteenth amendment to the
Constitution was adopted, the question resolved itself into whether color or race could disfranchise
a subject and it was so holden by a large number of citizens. But he who was once in bondage,
whereby he was restricted in his liberty, denied his rights and deprived of his privileges, is now a free
man, and decides upon his status as a citizen, his rights and privileges, as a component part of the
Republic. It may not be inappropos to call attention, to how universally unjust man has been to his
fellow in this respect throughout all ages. Might has always endeavored to trample right, and this
too, not only between whites and blacks, but also among races irrespective of color.

During the middle ages, how the tyranny and legal exactions of the Normans were exercised over
their Saxon brothers, have only to be read to be understood. These grew so that it was only when
the rapacity and imbecility of John Lackland, manifested in his obsequiousness to the Pope of Rome,
and in disregard for the rights of his subjects, had become intolerable, that at Runnymede, A. D.
1215, the great principles of liberty, which set beyond further question, the equal, civil, and political
rights of English subjects, were established; the essential clauses of which protect the personal
liberty and the property of all freemen. “There is no part of the English Constitution.” says Hallan,
“so admirable as this equality of civil rights.” But, for more than two hundred years the American
negro has not been recognized in general as a citizen, yet from what I have already said, it is easy
to discover that today he is no new citizen. He has always been a citizen by virtue of being a man,
governed, when justly governed, by his consent, or not governed at all, but enslaved and oppressed.
Neither color, nor race, nor condition of servitude, ever could divest the American, born in this
country, of the title and capacity of a citizen. Neither has he new rights. He is an old citizen of the
bone and sinew of this government, and in the new garb of his rights. He is the political peer of his
white fellow-citizen, and his rights and duties fully understood and well performed, he undoubtedly
comprises an essential part of the American body politic, its prosperity and permanence, so long as
he remains in its midst. And thanks to the good results of time, which wears away the strongholds
of prejudice and evil in all com-communities, and the indefatigable labors of our anti-slavery friends,
—all directed by the providence of God,—that we are now in the exercise of our citizenship, and we
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have only to understand 10 our rights, then demand them; comprehend our duties, then perform
them.

Cicero says: “The equality of rights has ever been the object of desire, nor otherwise can there be any
rights at all.”

RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP.

And now I come to the second division of my subject, namely, the rights of citizenship.

Right, in its most comprehensive sense, is a “well-founded claim.” Man in his natural and individual
capacity possesses what is known in the Declaration of Independence as “inalienable rights,” which,
in law, is denominated absolute rights, which are divided into the right of personal security, the right
of personal liberty, and the right of private property, and these rights precede government.

The right of personal security consists in a person's uninterrupted enjoyment of his life, his body, his
health, and his reputation.

The right of personal liberty consists in the power of locomotion; that is, moving one's person to
whatsoever place one's inclination may direct, without restraint, unless by due process of law. And,
let me mention in this connection, that the law doctrine is, any restraint without due process of law,
is false imprisonment. Then, when a colored citizen, or a white citizen, is hindered from entering
a car or hotel, or denied accommodation at an inn or public place of amusement, or is assigned,
contrary to his will and inclination, and in defiance of law, a separate place in any of these places, he
is in a strict sense, falsely imprisoned.

The right of private property consists in the free use of all we have acquired in the nature of
property, real or personal, tangible or intangible—lands, houses, papers, moneys, articles of
merChandise, and other property, to dispose of as we please, without control or dimunition, save
only by the laws of the land.

These natural rights which I have mentioned, develop themselves in proportion to the advancement
of civilization, and the extent of liberty. Yet all who enter into society, or the compact of government,
give up part of the control of their natural rights, in consideration of receiving from government
mutual protection. And thus arises what is called civil rights.

These civil rights, or rights accruing from our relationship to government as citizens, are expressed
in the Constitution of the United States, either in affirmative, or prohibitory language. Chief



Citizenship, its rights and duties—woman suffrage; a lecture delivered by D. Augustus Straker, esq., at the Israel A.M.E. Church, and

before the Pioneer Lyceum, at Hillsdale, Washington, D.C., April 13 & 14, 1874. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbaapc.28000

among the rights of citizenship is that of suffrage, or the exercise of the ballot in the choice of our
representatives in the affairs of government.
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Suffrage is incidental to citizenship, but is not a necessary sequence, as is most erroneously
supposed,—especially by the advocates of woman suffrage. This is seen in the fact, that the exercise
of suffrage, or the right to vote, is always qualified and regulated by law, and many do not, cannot
enjoy it. Suffrage is a privilege, or a qualified right, and not absolute. The claim to suffrage, whenever
it is well founded, should not be denied or abridged. It was never a well founded objection to deny
the colored race suffrage on account of color or race.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

The question of to-day is, whether sex is a valid objection against suffrage. Before entering fully
upon this topic, I will continue to show that suffrage is a privilege and is to be granted. I do this in
order to prove that the question of woman suffrage may be regarded, as to its fitness, by such as
have authority to grant it.

In Massachusetts, in 1779–80, the Constitution declared that “every male person, 21 years of age,
resident of a particular town for one year, having a freehold estate of the annual income of £3,
or any estate to the value of £60 shall have the right to vote.” The constitution of North Carolina,
adopted in 1776, declared that all freemen, at the age of twenty-one, inhabitants of the county
twelve months, and who shall have paid public taxes, shall be entitled to vote.” Thus we see that
two States, each in its jurisdiction, discriminated in granting suffrage, one as to sex, the other as to
condition. Nothing can more clearly prove that the right of citizenship and the right of suffrage are
distinct and different. Yet it is tyrannical to circumscribe suffrage by illegal or unjust requisitions or
provisions, since it is the ark of a people's safety capacious enough to protect them from all wrong
and oppression.

I will now briefly, but more directly ask your attention, while I venture my views on the all-absorbing
topic, the “Woman Suffrage Question,” or what is more commonly known as the right of woman to
vote. It is pertinent to the subject of citizenship, and, as I said in my opening remarks, these views
are offered only to induce further consideration of the subject.

A woman, born in the United States, and not a child of a foreign minister, or other unnaturalized
foreign person, is a citizen of the United States, and if she is duly qualified, as provided by law, it is
not the easiest question to answer why she should not be granted suffrage. It is said that suffrage
is a right growing out of citizenship. If so, I answer, It is a well-founded claim. But how shall we
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determine this? I have already regarded it as a privilege to be granted, with a view to fitness and
qualification of the applicant. Moreover, it is to be observed that government does not deal with 12
abstract; but with concrete principles. Hence, I deem it proper by such as have authority, namely,
legislators and judges in courts to determine the social expediency of granting woman the exercise
of suffrage. And this is co-extensive in jurisdiction with the right to qualify the exercise of suffrage, in
man by conditions as to property, education, residence, or the like.

I think sex is a good objection against woman suffrage. I look around me, on the fields of nature, and
I behold among the sexes of the lower animals, distinction. Not inequality, but distinction. I also see
in these distinctions, the hand of God pointing to fitness.

“The object of government is to promote the good of society.” Is the exercise of suffrage by woman
calculated to promote the good of society? Civil society is nothing but household society, well
regulated, or, as it is sometimes called, domestic government, enlarged. The latter is the parent of
the former. Is not fitness of duty, as to sex, plainly seen in domestic government? I do not expect
the exceptions to be given me as an answer. Evil doubtless exists in government by man, but, in the
language of Paley, “it is a defect in the contrivance, but not the object of it.”

I may be asked whether the same argument used against woman suffrage could not have been
made against the suffrage of the negro? I answer: The so-called well-founded claim used against
negro suffrage, was based on color, and not condition, morally, socially, or religiously, and, I suppose
for the reason, that the white race in these objections would have found many of its own which
answered the objections as completely as the negro. But is not sex a better claim against the
exercise of suffrage by woman, than color ever could have been against the negro? Does it follow
because there have been excellent queens, female scholars in every department of learning, that
woman is as virtuous as man, that a few women of exceptional natures, and especial training, seem
fit to govern or legislate, that therefore the woman should enter the body politic as a voter? Should
the exception to a proposition form the rule to govern it?

I must confess I am in favor of woman suffrage to the extent of my conviction that her claim is well
founded, in the sense of not only being lawful but expedient and for the good of society.

But let men learn that this claim of woman at the present time, is the outgrowth of men's misdeeds
in government. Equality in rights, when secured, give no opportunity for extravagant privileges The
law, regarding the rights of woman in her security of property, and giving her equal protection before
the law, needs reform. But why should woman enter legislative halls or attend the polls to remedy
this?
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It cannot be denied that woman was impliedly a party to the 13 contract in the organization of this
government; if not, there is no right to govern her at all, or make her amenable to the laws. How
shall we remedy this defective contract, or when? Shall the minority or majority justify the call? Few
women ask for the exercise of suffrage. Shall the few govern the many?

The present status of society in government is the growth of nearly six thousand years. What effect
will it have to introduce a new element, except we are certain that it will promote good? It is not
strong enough, nor conclusive enough to say that woman has a right to vote. Can the naked rights
of the subjects of the king of Dahomey, being men, enable them to partake in the affairs of civilized
government? I use this as an illustration only of the principle of fitness. But the whole trouble is
with man. He may well hang his head when he thinks he has so treated woman for all ages, as to be
compelled to question her fitness to be a partner with him in the affairs of government.

Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, in his novel, “The Student,” in his essay on the “Spirit of Society in England
and France,” impartially adverts to this question. He says:

“Here we cannot but feel the necessity of subjecting our gallantry to our reason, and inquiring
how far the indifference to what is great, and the passion for what is frivolous, may be occasioned
by the present tone of that influence, which woman necessarily exercises in this country, as in all
modern civilized communities. * * * In order to account for the tone that fashion receives, we have
but to inquire into the education bestowed upon women. Have we (men) then instilled into them
those principles (as well as private accomplishments) which are calculated to ennoble opinion.
No one will deny that they (women) are the first to laugh at principles. which, it is but just to say,
the education we have given them precludes them from undertaking. * * * Now, were it true that
women did not influence public opinion, we should be silent on the subject, * * * But we hold mat
feminine influence, however secret, is unavoidably great, and owing to this lauded ignorance of
public matters, we hold it also to be unavoidably corrupt.

“How often has the worldly tenderness of the mother been the secret cause of the tarnished
character or venal vote of the husband.”

I will admit that the times and circumstances in which men live and are surrounded beget their
minds. It, may be different with the women of the present day in this country. Is it so? Already
women have proven their fitness, by a new education, and the advantages of civil contact for many
callings, hitherto exclusively exercised by men. But even in these we see a peculiar adaptation for
one thing, and not for the other. These remarks are made not to condemn the advocates of woman
suffrage. They are the result of my honest convictions at the present time.
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RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP, RESUMED.

Citizens have the right to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects against
unreasonable search and seizure, as provided by the Constitution. A man's house is spoken of in law
as his “castle,” and he may protect it to the extent of the death of the invader. A citizen is entitled
to a speedy trial for all offences charged upon him. He is entitled to an impartial jury of his peers.
A citizen's political peers are all other citizens than himself, without regard to color or race. Hence a
jury of white men exclusively, and thus because colored men are not permitted to he jurors, is not
an impartial jury. This equality of citizenship before the law, is what every citizen should demand. It
is fully provided for in the language of the Constitution, which says: “No State shall make or enforce
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States.” This is what
the supplementary Civil-Rights Bill calls for. It purports to enforce the equality of citizenship—giving
us our rights, and leaving us to perform our duties. The passage of this bill will be the source of
great good, a national dishonor wiped from the brow of our country, and the development of untold
strength and prosperity, by creating indissoluble ties among citizens of a common country.

All writers of just government recognize the principles of the Civil-Rights Bill and the authority of
government in securing it. Thomas Paine in his dissertation on government, says: “The foundation of
public good is justice, and wherever justice is impartially administered the public good is promoted;
for it is the good of every man that no injustice be done him, so likewise it is his good that the
principle which secures him should not be violated in the person of another, because such a
violation weakens his security, and leaves to chance what ought to be to him a rock to stand on.”

In the declaration of rights as originally pronounced by the fathers in asserting the independence of
the colonies, and framing a government by consent, we find the following, which is in perfect accord
with the principles of the Civil-Rights Bill, and doubtles actuated its author: “Government is or ought
to be instituted for the common benefit, protection and security of the people, nation or community,
and not for the particular emolument, or advantage of any single man, family or set of men who
are a part only of that community; and the community hath an undeniable right to reform, alter or
abolish government in such manner as shall be by that community judged conducive to the public
weal.

15

ORIGIN OF POPULAR SUFFRAGE.
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Suffrage is the exercise of the privilege to vote, which is giving our voice, or manifesting our
disposition by some symbol in the choice of some person to fill public office, as a representative of
the people in the arrangement of the affairs of government.

This, although a privilege, is not a new one; and, in consideration of the length of time it has been
exercised by civilized governments, it may now in general terms, be called a right. It was imperfectly
exercised as early as the time of the Judges of Israel, when the people chose their rulers from among
the most brave. It is declared in the Scriptures “that all the eiders of Israel came to Hebron, and King
David made a league with them in Hebron before the Lord, and they announced David King over
Israel.” In the days of Rehoboan, we find a more improved system of political organization in which
the right of suffrage was more definitely exercised. When the people of Israel were about to elect
Rehoboan king, they said unto him, “If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever.” In
other words, these people said we will elect thee our king. This system of choosing rulers by suffrage
continued in all civilized liberal governments.

To the present time it is the distinguishing feature of a republican form of government and limited
monarchies.

The right to vote and give expression to one's consent to be governed, is the foundation of a free
government. It preserves the only true government because the people are governed by their
consent. Hooker, the great divine, and author of ecclesiastical history of government, says “that all
publiic regiment, of what kind soever ariseth from the deliberate advice of men seeking their own
good, and all other is mere tyranny.” This right of the people to have a voice in the choice of their
representatives is further seen in the words of God to Samuel when the children of Israel desired a
king. “Hearken to the voice of the people,” is the injunction from God himself.

But all success in the exercise of our suffrage depends upon the right use of it. Let the law of right
govern our actions, and we shall not fail. Honesty, sincerity, and truth should be the guide; efficiency
the test. At the present time the colored voters, as a whole, are most susceptible to delusion..
Fellow-citizens, gather your leaders, from such as Plato recommends. He says: “If one man be found
incomparably to excel all others in the virtues that are beneficial to civil society, he ought to be
advanced above all.” Yet, my fellow-citizens, beware of demagogues, white and black. This class 16 of
men ruined the Roman republic. Do not make your votes a matter of bargain and sale, an auction, at
which the highest bidder gets the article; remember that the African race in this country has yet to
make a history of its own in every department of life—politics not excluded. Place your good men to
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the front, colored or white. Virtue has not her seat in the complexion, but in the immortal soul which
is given to all men.

I would also warn in this connection against the practice of changing representatives because the
next man wants office. This is detrimental to ultimate good, and creates no permanency. The best
representative can have no successor while living. The principles of government are not learned in a
day, neither are the defects of government to be ascertained in a year.

In concluding this division of my subject, let me suggest that no false pride be encouraged in the
possession and use of our rights of citizenship. Rights are sacred possessions. We may pervert these
rights by a bad use of them. The standard is justice. In the exercise of our suffrage, the safest means
of securing justice for ourselves is being just to others. An honest colored citizen is nobler far than a
dishonest white man, and vice versa. Let our measure of men be loyalty to virtue, which is honesty,
justice, and integrity incarnate.

DUTIES OF CITIZENSHIP.

Duty, in its widest sense, is analogous to right, and is the higher degree of relationship in citizenship,
between man and man. Duty is inherent, and is that which we ought to perform in obedience to
the laws of nature, and the teachings of a just conscience. Judge Bouvier defines it in law as “a
human action which is conformable to the laws which require us to obey them.” Duty differs from
a legal obligation in that it cannot be enforced by law. God has created within us reason, that we
may understand our duties, follow the laws which regulate them and perform them. Our duty, as
individuals, is various in detail. It is our duty to eat and drink that we may live, to be temperate in
order to preserve good health. These may be called our natural duties. There are other duties known
as our moral duties, and others still, our civil duties. Our civil and moral duties are more nearly
allied than our natural duties. Our civil duties are obligations resting upon us as members of society.
Our civil obligations are expressed, our civil duties implied. The former accrue from the contract
entered upon by all citizens as members of the body politic. And these duties are incumbent upon
all citizens in no less a degree than individual obligations. When performed they tend to bind us
together for the good of society and government. Our duties ramify all our 17 doings—from those of
our household to the most public performance.

In mentioning some of our civil duties, I will commence with parent and child. I have already stated
that a child is a citizen. But it is not called upon to perform its duties of citizenship until arrived at a
mature age, hence these duties rest upon its parent, as its natural guardian.
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The first duty of a parent towards a child is maintenance. Puffendorf declares it to be “a principle
of natural law, an obligation laid * * not only by nature herself, but by the parents own proper part
in bringing them into the world; for they would be in the highest manner injurious to their issue if
they only gave their children life that they might afterwards see them perish.” In no manner does
a parent perform a nobler act of civil duty than by a proper maintenance of his or her children.
Some think that if they secure for their children food, shelter, and clothing, they have completed
their civil and parental duties. Not so. The government of a household, in regard to the care and
training of children, is more arduous than is generally supposed. Health and vigor of body is to be
maintained by a judicious use of food and exercise. The manners and learning of children need a
watchful eye, else, like a neglected plant, they either grow rank or wither and die. And far above all
is the element of character which is the seed of a noble, useful, and virtuous citizenship. A wisely
trained character in a child makes such a citizen as will, when a man, never stop in public or private
life to ask what will society think of me if I do this thing or leave it undone. The question by which a
man of character will test the quality of an action will be, Is it just and wise, and fitting, when judged

by the eternal laws of right? I invoke such an education to such an end for all children.* It is better
than books. Our greatest bane to-day is the uneducated condition of suffrage. Through this, many
of the enfranchised race are made the dupe of designing politicians, and those of the white race
seal their own oppression. Education is the bulwark of a nation. Its diffusion is a national duty. It
produces national prosperity. The Prussian maxim is, “whatsoever you would bequeath to a nation
must be taught in its schools.” And this is verified in the fact that a pro-slavery education has given
us, pro-slavery legislators, pro-slavery judges, preachers, and teachers; hence to-day, in the face of
the civilization of the nineteenth century, an American Congress hesitates to do justice to innocent
black children, who are to become active

* The Grecian law giver, Lycurgus, declares “children to be the possession of the State.”

18 members of the body politic, and partake of the affairs of government, by placing them in
common schools with other children of the white race. I foretell that, unless our children are
permitted to enter public schools in common with those of every other race, there will exist enmity,
ill will and divided interests all the days of distinction, such as is ill calculated to prosper our country
or elevate the people. Education is described as “a companion which no misfortune can depress,
no crime can destroy, no enemy can alienate, no despotism enslave—at home, a friend; abroad, an
introduction; in society, an ornament.” Who will reflect it? Who will deny it?

After the education of the child, crones its means of livelihood. The time when the guardianship
of the parent ceases is the great launching time of responsibilities and duties. The ship of life, if
strong in its timbers, well manned by education and character, is then placed on the ocean of time,
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as allotted to man's existence. Well-balanced, and gradually trimmed by experience, it enters upon
its course to encounter shoals and quick sands, and visit ports of fortune and adversity—and thus
is a success or a failure. But a successful means of livelihood depends on the ground training of the
child, with few exceptions, and a wise and judicious course of practising it.

Various are the avocations of men. Some are farmers, others, mechanics; others teachers,
doctors, lawyers, and statesmen, and preachers of the word of God; and they are also what are
called politicians. Each, in his own sphere, is necessary to the grand work of human happiness in
individuals and in society. And the roads to learning these avocatious should he open to all without
distinction. In these the child is seen the father of the man.

Of politicians, I will say a word or two. An honest politician is a valuable member of any city or State.
He is the sentinel and in proportion to his fidelity to duty, does his fellow citizens become firm or
weak. But the politician, whose conscience is an article of merchandise, as is his vote, and whose
cunning and artifice enter all his actions with his fellow man, is little worse than an epidemic. So
likewise the leader, who seeks self-aggrandizement at the expense of the people's highest interest,
is a dangerous element of society. A true leader is a hero—he is self-sacrificing, and, none ought to
be regarded as leaders until they have shown this qualification. To the colored citizen I would say
make no choice of your leaders on account of color; but let your test be inbred loyalty to justice and
equality. This, and this only, is the true guide for the colored man. It comprises all he needs. To 19
this the white citizen should adhere, for he is equally benefited Let me denounce the opinion held
by some that colored men should vote for colored men at all times and under all circumstances, and
that a black thief is more tolerable than a white one Men ought not be measured by their color, but
by their character their integrity. Where this is found, not even party ties should operate adversely;
and I pronounce this as a public, political virtue; yet where the colored man is equally honest, full of
integrity, and efficient, and there is a majority of his race where he resides, and he is a candidate for
office, he ought to be chosen in preference to a white man of like capacity, for the reason that, all
other things being equal, one of the majority is the only true representative. Representation follows
number as well as political principles.

Another public duty and civil obligation is the exercise of our suffrage as voters. Evasion or omission
of this duty is recreancy to our trust as suffragists as well as infidelity to a sacred privilege. One vote
may save a city, or State, or nation, from ruin. Who, by his neglect, would like to bear the stigma
of criminal in this respect? Among the laws of Solon, the Grecian law-giver, “all persons who, in
public dissensions and differences, espoused neither party, but continued to act with a blameable
neutrality, were declared infamous.”
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From politics, we will return to the means of livelihood, so necessary to the prosperity of every
citizen, and to the prosperity of his country—let us learn to labor—all labor that tends to sup ply
man's wants, to increase man's happiness, to elevate man's nature, is honorable, and is a civil duty.
None have a moral right to consume unless he produces; and this is true alike of the rich man and
the poor, the black man and the white.

It is strange to see what little regard is paid by those in affluence to the rights of the laboring classes.
Civil society draws: line of distinction between the manual laborer and the laborer o the head,
as if they were not coequal. This is a civil distinction that smacks of a false pride—an aristocracy
upon a false basis Our railroads, which spread over our country like a net work; our steam cars,
our magnificent houses, our fine equipages, our clothes our paper, our pen, our cannon, our ships-
of-war, our books of learning, are all the result of manual labor, cooperating with mental labor.
This distinction, which is even carried into our social circles, is the beginning of the breach between
capital and labor.

Labor should be facilitated by liberal legislation, and should be respected. An honest manual laborer
is the peer of any other man, and his work as necessary as that of any other man.

20

The earth, the air, fire and water, God has given to man to contribute to his happiness by means of
his industry. A race of people has only a standing among men in proportion to their education and
industry, which comprise their civilization. Men are enslaved only when they are uncivilized—that
is, uncivilized in art and science, in manners and religion Not even war is potent enough to enslave
an industrious class of people. They may be conquered, reduced to poverty; their bodies may be
kept in chains; but they cannot be reduced to servile servitude. Then industry is a safe guard against
conquest, of mind, and depravity of race, as well as it is a sure means to social elevation. No people
that have ever lived upon the face of the earth have elevated themselves to the stanard of social
and civil equality with their superiors resting upon their rights alone. It is the duty of every citizen to
widen the commerce of his country, and elevate himself and his race by industry. In plain language,
let me say to you that if you desire to destroy exclusiveness by proscription, as practiced by the white
race in this country; to mingle with them in churches, schools, hotels, inns, and other places upon a
platform of perfect equality, socially, civilly, and legally, you must create an inter-dependence. Law
inaugurates rights and protects them. Industry cements them, and renders them permanent.

We must encourage among ourselves artisans of every description, manufacturers, scientists,
philosophers, merchants, lawyers, doctors, politicians, and statesmen like unto white men. The
colored people throughout the United States, especially those having money, and those who
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are educated, must cooperate and establish workshops, be incorporated to the end of having
steamboats, street cars, steam cars, dry goods stores, stationers, (there is not one in the District of
Columbia, as there may well be.) And these institutions are not to be designed for colored people,
but for the public. A good article will command a purchaser, a good workman patronage, education
esteem anti respect without regard to color. All this, colored citizens, you must do, or your civil rights
will be a myth.

History fails to tell us of any other means by which a race of people has risen in the scale of
civilization and equality among men, having been once slaves. For slavery has been the lot of every
weak race of people when conquered, and this without regard to color.

But I cannot leave this subject without admonishing the white race in this country not to throw
itself across the path of a struggling class of citizens—a part of the body politic with themselves. It
is suicidal. The elevation of the colored race in this common country, and its con-association in all
legitimate business with the white race is necessary to the safety, permanence, and prosperity 21 of
the Government. This may appear extravagant; but, as the whole is made up of all its parts, so the
whole is imperfect, unsafe, unsteady, and weak, without all its parts; and the man who would debar
his fellow-citizen from any opportunity to rise in the scale of industry and education, is more a traitor
than a patriot.

“No man,” says a great author, w“hether he be a commander of an army, or a leader in a State, has
ever been able to perform great salutary achievements without the zealous coöperation of men,”
This is wise counsel for the white citizens of the South, who would expect to prosper without the
coöperation of the colored man upon a platform of equality.

Yet, let me state that this commonality of citizens, in the exercise of their rights and privileges,
is by no means intended to instruct against that necessary preservation and distinction of the
different races. For it is well to bear in mind that the confusion of tongues at Babel seemed to
have begotten the distinction of races, and that neither war nor peace, religion nor heathenism,
civilization nor barbarism, wealth nor poverty, color nor creed, has ever been sufficient to so absorb
one race into another as to lose the origin of either. Nor is this a good argument why the colored
American should go to Africa. Man is nomadic. Moreover, if the colored American should go to Africa
because it is the land of his forefathers, what right has the European, the Asiatic, or the Australian
in America? The right to locomotion is a fundamental principle, as I have already shown, and cannot
be circumscribed or abridged by man. We, as colored people, should be unified as to race interests,
when such do not conflict with our duty as citizens, like unto the Germans, French, and Irish who
adopt this country.
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THE AFRICAN RACE Bears the same relationship to all other races as the English or German to one
another. Each is distinct, yet a part of the common stock of the human family. God, in His wisdom,
has so arranged it as to manifest, by peculiarities, the distinctive feature of each race, as well as
preserving other features in common, making the brotherhood of man equal and indivisible. It
is, then, incumbent on the colored citizen to conserve the interests of his race. Find him among
yourselves who, when placed in his high and holy duty as your representative, can sound the depths
and shoals of government by a just knowledge of it, as appears in the Constitution. Who can lay his
hand on his country's altar. swerved by no sinister purpose, and swayed by no selfish motive. And
when you have found him, be true to him. Duties are reciprocal. We cannot injure our fellow-man,
by word or deed, without 22 we injure ourselves and race. Covetousness for office, holds a high
place amongst us, as well as white citizens. And another common error is our constant discord. In
harmony lies our strength. In discord our weakness and utter failure as a race to achieve great ends
and fulfill great purposes.

In our zeal to obtain, exercise, and enjoy our rights, we are, in my my opinion, manifesting too much
discord. It is difficult to say for some whether they are asking for their rights or demanding to be
considered first in high places among men.

It is our duty to fit ourselves in every respect for our coming responsibilities. It has been said by one
of the wisest men that ever lived, that “cities have no need of walls, or ships, or arsenals, or troops,
or grandeur to make them happy; the only thing they need is virtue. If you would manage the affairs
of the commonwealth well, you must give your citizens virtue.”

Let self be lost in the good and advantage to be derived by unity. Let even partial evil exist that
universal good may come.

I would ask those who are looked upon as leaders, to warn against caste proclivities. Caste is a relic
of barbarism. I think I observe it growing up among the colored people. It is the natural sequence
of proscription by the white race, and will insidiously lay hold on us. Discord, produced by caste
distinction, is worse than that produced by political disagreement.

Ladies and gentlemen, I commend to you these humble remarks on citizenship, its rights, and duties,
hoping that one good lesson may be taught those who have condescended to hear me, as well as
myself. The study of our subject, as I have already said, is especially incumbent on us. The signs of
the times portray great change. The colored citizens will doubtless play an important part in the
arena of the future destinies of this Republic; or, by ignorance of our rights, and negligence of our
duties, we may play no part at all. It is our duty to fit ourselves for our responsibilities. And all classes
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of citizens who love their country will find no surer road to prosperity than integrity, education, and
money.


