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THE KIND AND SCOPE OF EDUCATION NEEDED FOR THE COLORED RACE.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION (WHITE) IN DECEMBER,
1892, BY President Frank G. Woodworth, D. D, Tougaloo University, Tougaloo, Mississippi.

No greater problem ever confronted an intelligent people than that presented to the white
population by the Negro race in the Southern States. Great in its extent, it is also great in its
complexity. Few, except those who have given the matter close and thorough study, ever begin to
realize how great and complex it is. Two or three outstanding features have had such prominence
as to absorb attention. It has been considered chiefly as a social and political problem, using these
terms in the narrow and popular sense. It is this—but it is far more. The conspicuous is not always
the most important. The fundamental problem is that of education, and the subject assigned to
me is one most vital and comprehensive. The question concerns the educational needs of a race. It
regards individuals only as component parts of the race. The outlook is not simply for to-day, it is
for generations, and the endeavor must be to point out, if possible, some factors of a development,
that, beginning to work at the present time, may have consummation only after many decades, and
perhaps many centuries. The white and colored races will probably live side by side in the South for
generations, their fortunes and interests closely connected. The subject must, therefore, be viewed
in the light of mutual relations.

Complete discussion would require a study of the racial 2 characteristics, the inheritances from
Africa, the modifications and developments, good and bad, under slavery, the effects produced
by the sudden and radical change of status that followed emancipation, and those now being
developed by the present environment. There is no time for that this evening. You who have lived in
contact with the colored race for years know its present condition. I need not delineate it. I presume
we are all agreed, that for its own sake, and the welfare of the people among whom it is to live, the
colored race needs such an education as will result in its broadest civilization and highest efficiency.

The common school system and its education is presupposed. In this, very great attention and
stress should be given to the acquirement of the English language, so that it can be read and spoken
with accuracy and comprehension. This is fundamental to education of any kind; correct thought is
impossible without it. No race can rise until it can rightly think.

As to the particular kinds of education now needed for the development of the Negro race, I would
suggest:
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First, such as will lead to the establishment of the best possible homes. The home is the determining
factor of a people's destinies. English homes account largely for England's stability and greatness.
The instability of French national affairs has partial explanation in the fact that the idea of home—
in the English sense—is so wanting that the language has no word to express it. Two elements enter
into the idea of developing homes—one, ability to procure and maintain a home, the other, the right
conception and development of family life.

1. The development of ability to procure and maintain a home calls for such education as will
inculcate habits of thrift—the saving of money and its economical expenditure—and will lead to
a true estimate of values. Probably no better educational method for this has been devised than
that of school savings banks, a system that has had years of successful operation in England and
on the continent of Europe, and since its establishment in this country in 1885, has made marked
progress with beneficial results. (Report U. S. 3 Com., Ed. 1889). The postal savings bank system is
undoubtedly a thing of the not distant future in America (we are behind nearly all civilized nations
in this matter), and that will be a wonderful help to thrift and economy. These systems would be of
special value to the colored race, and I would urge that they be pushed forward as a great help in
their education. While waiting for these desirable things instruction should be given in every possible
method to encourage saving, the right use of savings banks and building and loan associations, and
the wise expenditure of money. The superior value of cash over credit transactions should be clearly
pointed out. Eliminate the credit system from the South, and, to use a famous phrase, “progress
would be by leaps and bounds.” Land-hunger, home-hunger, should be stimulated. He who has
these and endeavors by legitimate means to satisfy the hunger becomes more valuable to himself
and to the State. He who appeases the hunger by becoming the owner of a home is henceforth a
conservative factor in society.

2. Industrial education, or manual training, resulting in ability for increased production, and hence
for earning, is of highest importance to home acquisition and development.

The Negroes have had many years of experience as laborers, but the labor has been mainly in a
very few lines, of a crude kind, chiefly imitative, requiring little intelligence, and yielding very small
pecuniary results. Unintelligent and unskilled wage-workers may be able to earn sixty to seventy-five
cents a day or a little more. With such wages the margin, if any, left after absolute necessaries are
supplied, is very slight. It is having a margin and knowing how to use it that makes progress possible.
Every increment of skill means additional earning ability. With the margin thus afforded, the home
becomes possible. Wants increase with the ability to meet wants. Progress has wants as chariot
steeds. Increased efficiency means better homes, better supplied with the conveniences of life. The
skilled man knows how to plan for and develop the better home.
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It is not necessary that education in these lines should go 4 so far as to produce skilled agriculturist,
or master workman. Some knowledge of fundamental principles of agriculture. diversification, crop-
rotation, fertilization, care of stock and tools, and, in other lines, what is technically known as manual
training, is sufficient for the mass.

Besides the material advantages growing out of industrial training there are others of no less
importance in individual and social development. Habits of industry and economy, neatness, order
and accuracy are called forth. Self-reliance is developed, character is strengthened, a sense of the
dignity of labor (a matter of vital importance) and an aversion to laziness are produced. These,
entering into the texture of social life, change its tendencies, ensuring better following generations.
Looking at the matter from the standpoint of the community in general, of the material advantage
of both races, it is worthy of remark that every increase of productive capacity means an addition to
the general prosperity. The more homes erected the more furnishings will be required. As property
increases, the type of living grows more expensive, and the volume of business to supply the needs
become greater and more lucrative. So general prosperity is promoted.

The economic value of the man to the State is advanced by each access of producing ability. It is
estimated that an able-bodied, unskilled man is worth a thousand dollars to the State. With added
skill comes increased value. Industrial education means therefore augmented wealth for the State
and Nation, and the probability of still greater wealth in coming generations.

The Hon. Carroll D. Wright, United States Commissioner of Labor, once said to me that, viewed
from his standpoint as an economist, the greatest problem of the present day was that of the great
mass of unskilled labor in the South. Whoever thinks must see how great, momentous and almost
overwhelming it is. Its solution, in large measure at least, is the education that will transform the
untrained to the skilled and intelligent laborer.

It is woman that has the largest part to play in the home and may make or mar it. A most
imperative need of the 5 race is such training of the women as will result in good housekeepers and
homemakers. Unless the women have that the men will strive in vain to build good homes. There
should be training then in neatness and cleanliness, household economics, the use of the needle, in
good, varied and economical methods of cooking and those details without knowledge of which the
house cannot be efficiently maintained.

In not a few parts of our country the training of both sexes along industrial lines has been
introduced into the public schools. The movement is spreading. If these things could be included in
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the curriculum of the common schools of this State, the beneficial results, immediate and remote,
for both white and colored races, would be strongly marked.

The material element of the home is important, but far more essential is it that there should be such
education as will result in the right conception and maintenance of family life.

Hon. Jas. Bryce, M. P., member of Mr. Gladstones's present Cabinet, author of “The American
Commonwealth,” the best book upon our government that has appeared, wrote recently in a letter,
“the family is the fundamental problem of civilization.” Family life for the American Negro is in its
incipiency. If there is any subject upon which it is vitally important that the race should be educated
it is this. Degraded family life will almost wholly nullify any and all outside influences for good. A
pure family life is a most powerful shield against exterior assaults of evil. Involved in this subject is
the true idea of marriage and its sanctity, the respect due to womanhood, the place of woman in
the home, the responsibilities of parenthood, the reciprocal duties of parents and children. True
instruction in these should be given to each growing generation for the sake o the race. This matter
of family life and its improvement transcends in importance all others that have been considered.
It the family is fundamental, if as it improves or retrogrades, type is given to civilization, then here
should chief stress be laid.

6

Closely allied and involved with this is the whole matter of chastity and personal purity. The chief
wrong in violations of these is that the sacredness of the family is thereby invaded.

From out family life grows society. As the family is lifted, and true conceptions regarding it prevail,
and as material comforts and culture increase, a truer and purer social life will come into being
throughout the race, and there will be a clean, strong, elevated colored society, with the beneficent
influences that always accompany such social life.

I would suggest as to the kind of education needed by the Negro race—

Secondly—Such as will lead to a just conception and true discharge of the duties of citizenship.

Citizenship was suddenly thrust upon the race. Nothing in the race experience had given any
understanding of it. No instruction regarding it came to the minds of most of the Negroes when they
were made citizens. The twenty-five years that have elapsed have taught many lessons, but the race
as a whole has no true conception of what citizenship means. If it is deemed essential that young
people of the white race should have such knowledge imparted to them, no less important is it that
they should have it whose opportunities have been so far inferior.
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Unintelligent citizenship is always a menace to the social order. As intelligence increases and clearer
ideas prevail regarding the true functions of the citizen and the correct discharge of his duties,
the elements that are in the best sense conservative come into greater prominence, exert more
powerful influence. He who understands what government is, and takes intelligent interest in it,
becomes increasingly valuable as a safeguard against pernicious tides end tendencies. The ignorant
citizen is the one who can be most easily worked upon by passion and unreasoning prejudice.
Not understanding, e. g., the reason for taxation or the benefits resultant to him therefrom, he is
the more easily led to revolt against even just taxation. The vote that follows the demagogue is
usually ignorant. The leaders 7 of mobs find in the unintelligent citizens their chief support. The
buyable vote is generally the vote of those with no just conception of citizenship and its dignity. It is
a truism that the safety of a republic lies in the intelligence and probity of its citizens. If there be a
considerable number of citizens unintelligent and without comprehension of true citizenship, there
is a continual menace to the commonwealth, The wider the currency given to the true knowledge of
citizenship, the more stable the fabric of the State becomes. Therefore, in order that the colored race
may, not only for its own sake, but on account of the common weal, take a true place in citizenship,
instruction should be given to it in the fundamental principles of government. A good step in this
direction is the introduction of the study of civil government into the common school system of
the State. This, and the careful study of history—not simply as a matter of facts and dates, but as a
matter of vital movements and processes—will go far in the direction needed.

The words of John Fiske, clearest and best of our modern writers in many lines, in the preface
to his “Civil Government,” have application here: “For the amelioration of things will doubtless
continue to be effected in the future as in the past, not by ambitious schemes of sudden and
universal reform (which the sagacious man always suspects, just as he suspects all schemes for
returning a fabulously large interest upon investments), but by the gradual and cumulative efforts
of innumerable individuals, each doing something to help or instruct those to whom his influence
extends.”

I would suggest—

Thirdly—Though the matter is so patent that I hardly need to do so—such education as will result in
correct moral ideas, rightly lived up to, and the co-ordination of morality and religion. The deficiency
of the colored race in these directions is largely owing to lack of education regarding them. Religion
forms a large part of the Negro's life, occupying much of his thought and speech, yet so often does
it seem to be utterly lacking in power over his morality, that 8 there is a strong temptation to doubt
its real existence in him. No one, however, who has studied the race, and the manifestations of its
faith under adverse circumstances, or who has been privileged to know the heart-life of some good
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old uncle or mammy will doubt the reality of the faith, of the religion in the heart. The great problem
is to make this religion a more intelligent thing, putting it and morality into co-ordination, with a vital
grip on the daily life. The common schools should teach ethics. This should especially be the case
where parents are so little able to give proper moral training by precept or example, as is now the
case with the colored race. I am glad the Bible is in the public schools by the organic law of our State,
and, while religion may not be taught, the New Testament morality should be constantly brought
forward.

Apart from the common school there is need of wise, constant and careful instruction in the
principles of morals and the truths of religion. For us Africa is not across the sea, but at our doors. It
would, I am sure, inure no less to the benefit of the State than to the better education and elevation
of the colored race in true Christianity, if a large number of intelligent and highly-favored white
Christians should emulate the example of that revered, brave and most Christian leader, Stonewall
Jackson, in his teaching of a colored Sabbath School. His wife records, in that most fascinating and
beautiful life of her husband, “I proposed taking a class in the Sunday School for white children, but
he preferred that my labors should be given to the colored children, believing it was more important
and useful to put the strong hand of the Gospel under the ignorant African race, to lift them up.”
Page 78, Life of Gen. T. J. Jackson.

In this moral and religious elevation of the race there is, especially, need of education for the colored
preachers. Their power is great. Too often, by reason of ignorance and immorality, it is wholly bad.
There should be a thorough education in the English Bible, the fundamental truths of religion, the
conduct of church and home life, the principles of morality, so that they can be true leaders into life
and 9 light. “The hope of the black race,” says Bishop Haygood, “lies mainly in the pulpit.”

I would suggest, and without amplifying—

Fourthly—In order that the race may have competent instruction, such education for teachers as will
fit them to do thoroughly good and efficient work, and not merely in the school-room but wherever
their influence may be exerted.

Normal schools for the colored race are a necessity, and Mississippi has conserved well its own
interests in the aid it has given in past years for the education of colored teachers. Once more I
would suggest—

Fifthly—That for the sake of the race, as well as for their own sakes, those individuals who have the
capacity should have opportunity for and be urged to seek the so-called higher education, and the
highest and broadest culture they can obtain.
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There will be constant and increasing need of leaders for the Negro race, men who will be able with
wise forethought and ripe judgment to guide the people on an upward way. The great uplifters of
the race must be from the race. They must be men who can be in wholly sympathetic touch with
those whom they would benefit, a sympathetic touch found only in kinship, understanding their
needs fully, feeling their heart-beats, the stirring of their aspirations, able to touch their natures, as
we cannot touch them who are east in the Saxon mould. The men who will fill well such positions
must be men of wide outlook upon the world, who know the world's greatest thoughts and the
history of its mighty movements, who can feel themselves in touch with the master minds that have
controlled destinies. To attain this requires broad culture, the broadest, highest, most careful that
can be attained. Increasingly in its development the race will need its own professional men, lawyers,
physicans, ministers, professors. These as they advance in education, will by the example of their
achievements, and by the direct influence they exert, stimulate the race to nobler things. If the white
race with its advantages and its inheritances of culture needs the stimulus of men of high education,
how much more the colored people.
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Perhaps, though I think it hardly probable in a body of educators such as this, I may be met by the
skepticism whether the Negro can take on this higher culture. This rests on the assumption that
the Negro is essentially inferior. It is an assumption. No man is capable of saying what the race can
and will do when it has had as many years of culture as the white race has. Joseph LeConte, the
leading scientific thinker of this country, a Georgian, born and raised on the Georgia coast, brought
up in contact with the Negro race, studying the race as a pure scientist, classes the Negro among the
races that are inferior because undeveloped, and deems it in a high degree improvable by contact
with a superior race and under suitable conditions. No a priori assumptions can determine the
question either way. It must be settled by facts as time shall bring them to light. To-day the evidence
of facts points in the direction that some of the Negro race can and do take on the higher education
and make valuable use of it. Each year sees additions made to the small army of cultured and
successful doctors, lawyers, teachers, preachers. Within the past two years a Negro has won several
prizes of great distinction at Harvard. Three Negroes graduated last summer from Amherst College,
which ranks in scholarly requirements with Yale and Harvard. One stood about the middle of the
class of seventy, another among the first fifteen, and the third among the front rank. In another
college a colored professor is author of a successful Greek grammar. The brother of one of our
Tougaloo students, a Mississippian, born a slave of Joseph Davis, a graduate of Fisk and Oberlin, is
now a missionary in Africa. While attending to the ordinary duties of an evangelist he has helped to
reduce to writing the native language, and been engaged on a dictionary and grammar of it, and has
finished, and the American Bible Society has published, a translation of a large portion of the New
Testament. These are merely a few typical examples. Should it be said that these and similar cases
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are exceptional, I grant it—exceptional, partly in having had a chance to display what was in them,
and it is the exceptional men who in the early history of any race tower above the 11 mass, and by
their example and exertions lift others toward the plane they have reached. The evidence that has
thus far come in also goes to show that the purest blooded Negroes rank with the men of mixed
blood. The number who will seek the higher education is small. Only about six per cent. out of the
thousands who have been instructed in the great missionary schools of the South have done so. For
the sake of the race, the few who can do it should be encouraged to attain the highest culture.

Given, then, these five things—good homes, both in material comforts and true family life, intelligent
citizenship, pure religious morality, competent teachers, broad-minded and cultured leaders, and the
colored race will make steady progress toward that full civilization and high efficiency which is the
desired goal.


