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THE LABOR MOVEMENT.

Mass Meeting of Working-men at the Mechanics' Pavilion—Speeches of General A. M. Winn, Hon.
Philip A. Roach, C. C. Terrill, Frank M. Pixley, and Others—The Southern Pacific Railroad.

From the San Francisco Examiner, April 27, 1870.

Thursday evening there was a mass meeting of the working-men of this city at the Mechanics'
Pavilion, under the auspices of the San Francisco Working-men's Association. The President General
A. M. Winn called the meeting to order, and announced that the first business of the evening would
be to elect Vice-Presidents and Secretaries. He then read the following list of names of gentlemen
selected to act as Vice-Presidents: Honora le Philip A. Roach, L. H. Loughton. Alexander M. Grey,
C. C. Terrill Col. M. C. Smith, Henry Webb, W. D. Delaney, B. F. French, Jacob Rudolph, Samuel N.
Grubb, Thomas Robley, E. D. McManus, J. C. Parks, C. C. Hickey, Hon. Charles McMillan, Hon. Thos.
Wand, Michael Fennell, Thos. Cunningham, Edward Twoomey and Michael Foley. These gentlemen
were unanimously elected, and then the following named persons were elected Secretaries: E.
J. Kinsella, John Fitzpatrick, and Michael McFarland. While these name where being read, certain
parties interrupted the speaker, who informed them if they had come for the purpose of creating
trouble they had better leave at once. Order having been restored, the President then spoke as
follows:

REMARKS OF GEN. WINN.

Gen. Winn, on coming forward, said that he had been invited to preside at this meeting. He then
read the letter addressed to him by the persons who had called the meeting, and also another
advising the workingmen to attend another meeting, and let the tax-payers look out for themselves.
From these advertisements, it appears that the President and Vice President of the Society that
called this meeting do not agree, and also that this is a meeting of “tax-payers,” and the other is a
meeting to “let tax-payers take care of themselves.” So, you see, the meetings do not conflict; but we
as tax-payers and citizens generally, have met to discuss the interests of the laboring men and tax-
payers of the city.
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For some cause, we have among us a great many idle men, that have labored hard to support
themselves, their wives, and their children. The wolf is at the door. Their families are living upon
rations much more scanty than the Jail or State Prison supplies. They are begging for labor to
earn their bread. Many of them have had homes built with means furnished them by our Savings
and Loan Associations, who, in the course of business, have given them a chance to pay for their
homesteads by the month. They can't make their monthly payments, for want of work. They had
good furniture in their houses. A piece at a time has gone to the auction and the pawnbroker's to
buy bread. First went a sofa, then an easy-chair, then a looking-glass, then the parlor chairs, then
the carpets, until nothing is left but the bare walls and empty stomachs of languishing wives and
famishing children. O, horrible! horrible spectacle for this great city, in this great golden State—this
beat of all States in the Union!

A few days ago I fell in with a kind-hearted Assessor, and learned from him stories of suffering that
chilled my blood and haunted me in my sleep.

One man, a carpenter, with wife and children, had a happy home a year ago, on which he was
assessed for five hundred dollars. He then had a neat parlor, which was well furnished; but, said the
Assessor, all was gone, and he took me into a back room and said. “I want to show you how I live.
There was the remnant of a small sack of corn meal, of which he had been making mush for a whole
week. It was all he had to live on.

We have met here, fellow citizens, to enquire why this is the case. There never was so much
Ex.
2 money in the United States as there is now. We have actually dug from the ground millions upon
millions of gold and silver. More has been produced in California than was in use in the entire world
before. More than a thousand millions of Government paper is circulating in the United States
—never to be redeemed perhaps—yet it is worth almost as much as coin. Why, my friends, we
can scarcely calculate the vast amount of money now in use among the people in our country.
And yet men, women and children are starving next door to us. Our soil and country has, and is
now, producing more of everything to eat, drink, and wear, than any country in the vast domain of
Heaven's ruling power. We have grain enough to feed our population for the next three years to
come. And yet men and women, with their little ones, are starving in our midst. The Legislature has
wisely provided for public improvements to give labor to the people. But the Commissioners and
Regents have no wolf at their door, and some of them do not feel or care for the pangs of hunger
that gnaw the stomachs of the poor man and his family. No rents, no grocery bills to pay. All is right
with them, and their household is secure. Oh! that they could know what we do about the suffering
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among the people, for in their breasts there must be some of the milk of human kindness left.
Would to God it could be roused to action. But, some of them are good men. Thank God for that.

Year after year the public has been fleeced by officers and contractors, until the Legislature applied a
remedy in the shape of a law that all public work should be done by the day, and not by contract. But
there is no money in that kind of a job; the man who works, receipts for his pay, the Superintendent
receipts for his; hence there would be but little chance for slighting the work or building with poor
materials—“No chance for a fortune in the job.”

To evade every law intended for the poor man seems to be the study of public servants, or, rather,
masters, I should say. But the people are getting tired of deception, and begin to look to themselves.
This meeting is called for that purpose.

Some attribute our scarcity of labor to the high price of money. On that subject I clip from the Call of
this morning, the following brief and truthful item:

“A speaker at a meeting of laborers, a day or two since, urged that one of the principal causes of the
depression in business was the high rate of interest in California. He suggested that five per cent.
per annum should be the highest rate. This man does not seem to realize that the interest on money
in Europe, where laborers are but poorly paid, is exceedingly low, and that California wages were
highest when interest on money was high here. When money was loaned for from five to ten per
cent. per month, wages were high—exceedingly high. Go where the rates of interest are low, and
wages are also low. We believe the rule is without an exception.”

When I came here, in 1849, I gave men from twelve to twenty dollars a day. Money was worth ten per
cent. a month, and just as wages fell money fell, until at its lowest price money could be had at ten
per cent. per annum. I have already contended, and now hold it to be a truth, that moneyed men are
more benefitted by decreasing the hours of labor and keeping up high wages than the laboring man
himself. The man who gets a good price for his labor can pay more rent, buy more clothes, buy more
and better supplies for his table; he will use more luxuries, live better, be happier and generally add
more to the common stock of human enjoyment. By this men get more for their money; it is worth
more to them because others can use it to advantage and pay them a more liberal interest. This is
what the rich man generally wants.

I see from the Alta the Ten-Hour League is reviving. A few poor workmen and needy contractors
want the Eight-Hour system broken down; the first because they cannot compete with competent
mechanics, and the second because they think that by soft-soldering our opponents they will get a



The labor movement. Mass meeting of working-men at the Mechanics' Pavilion, speeches of General A. M. Winn, Hon. Philip A.

Roach, C. C. Terrill, Frank M. Pixley, and others - The Southern Pacific railroad. From the San Francisco Examiner, April 27, 1870.

http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe00.00201000

chance to fleece them; and we most sincerely wish they may. The following I clip from the Examiner
of this afternoon, which is not bad by any means—indeed, it is very good. It says:

“A few of the Ten-hour carpenters had a meeting last night, and passed resolutions against the Eight
Hour system of labor, and in favor of letting the public work by contract. The Eight-Hour men of this
city will not feel very bad about the opposition of a few Radical contractors, who are trying to revive
the Ten-Hour system and rob the Government of a few thousands by the old contract mode, which
ought to have been exploded long ago. If a do-nothing carpenter can make a fortune by hiring hands
to do public work, there is no reason why the the State should not keep that amount in the treasury.

It has become a standing nuisance for men to take public work and then to claim, by some
misfortune they had lost money on it, and ask the State to pay their deficiencies of from one
thousand to a hundred thousand dollars. Public work should be done by the day, with first rate
mechanics at eight hours a day, and under a first rate superintendent, who will work in harmony
with his men. This is public opinion and Democratic doctrine.”

But we have met here to find out, if we can, the cause of all this distress, for more than half of our
laboring population are now idle and praying for work. Our men of means can hear of nothing
but cheap labor, hence they are using all their influence to crowd our country-with Chinamen. Our
people cannot compete with that kind of labor. They have no wives or children to support; what
they eat, drink and wear, they bring from China, except the fish and mussels they catch, and the
vegetables they raise for themselves; their women are the lowest of all prostitutes; their men are
unreliable and are denominated thieves; they can live on ten cents a day, sleep on a floor of two
feet by six; out of their dollar a day they can save eighty cents, which is taken to China in the shape
of gold and silver. But the dollar a day would not pay the rent of one of our people, that have to
support a wife and children. This then, would drive our people away to some other place, where the
corrupting influence of cheap labor has not contaminated the social atmosphere.

The Scripture tells us that “He who will not provide for his own household is worse than an infidel.”
We must fulfil the Scripture, and take care of our own families. Some say if we don't like the country,
we may leave it. But as we found it first, we do not intend to do that; but we intend to keep away
outsiders, and stay here ourselves. For we know very well if we go into the depth of the mountains
or western forests, the man of money will follow with his Chinamen. So we might as well “fight it out
on this line,” which we intend to do, “if it takes all summer.” But I am occupying too much time. There
are several speakers to follow me, who will more eloquently lay before you the arguments necessary
for the occasion. I thank 3 you, gentlemen, for the honor conferred in asking me to preside.
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After the speaker had concluded, he introduced the HON. P. A. ROACH, a gentleman, said the
speaker, who had been one of the first Senators of California, and one of the first who fought against
the introduction of Chinese into this State.

Mr. Roach commended his speech by alluding to the efforts of one of the earliest Legislatures of
this State to pass a bill for the enforcement of contracts for labor made outside of this State. He
said that he was permitted to present his views on the subject, and that on the 17th of March 1852,
he presented a minority report on the subject. By vote of the Senate one thousand extra copies
were issued. That his report arrested public opinion on the question, and that in proper time, after
arguments, the bill to enforce contracts made abroad, especially in China, was defeated. He said that
as soon as cheap labor was introduced in this State immigration decreased. In 1849 the immigration
was 95,000, while in 1851 it was only 26,000. The passage from China then was less than the transit
across the Isthmus. In 1850 two cities on this continent were nearly equal in population—San
Francisco and another city. After a period of twenty years of legislation, San Francisco had obtained
a population of 170,000, but, he was sorry to say it, that notwithstanding the fact that California
had yielded her millions of gold and her millions of bushels of grain, there were many in this city at
the present time who did not know where to get a bag of flour to live on, and this was due to the
introduction of Chinese labor. The other city was Chicago. It was now larger than this, and that was
because it was built up by white labor, and he felt sure that although the State of Illinois had not
produced so much wheat as this State, there were not so many men in want of food in Chicago as
there are in this city. There, he said, there were none of that class who would work for less than
others, there was no inferior race to work at pauper wages against them, and the laboring-men
there felt for one another, which made them a brotherhood. In earlier times men of ability were
willing to supervise work for a fair salary, and do equal justice to all; but when the greed for gain
made men dishonest, this innovation was introduced. He said that under the plea of public good,
great wrong had been done to the workingmen by the contract system. That it was a system of
robbery of labor. It was a system to get more than a fair day's work out of the laboring-man. The
contractor, said he, after having robbed the laboring-man, goes before the Legislature and asks
for relief, on the ground that it cost him all he got for his contract to pay the workingmen. He was
glad to see that the Legislature had passed a law to abolish the contract system. It had passed a law
instructing the public officers to give out public works by the day and pay a laboring man a fair day's
wages for a fair day's work. The Legislature, he said, had appropriated money for a number of public
works. The State University, near Oakland, was soon to be built, and he held that was a public work.
Congress had granted money to help to build it, and California had sold her tide lands and paid the
money to the University, and it ought to be built by day's work. Some of the Regents of the University
were now questioning whether it ought not to be built by contract. The argument of the Regents that
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it did not come under the law was a bad use of logic. They were commencing their career by career
by teaching fallacies.

The learned gentlemen who compose the Board ought to know how the great buildings dedicated
to religion or education had been erected. It was not by the contract system. Look at the greatest of
works—Solomon's Temple. Look at the Cathedrals of Rheims; Notre Dame, or Aix-la-Chapelle, or at
the great universities of the continent, and they will find that under the direction of architects the
chief mason, the chief carpenter, and the chief black-smith, each performed his respective portion;
and in each calling master and workman and apprentice vied in rendering their work creditable
to their craft. The work in those great structures of the early and middle ages exhibit the honest
accomplishment of every branch of labor connected with them, and they have withstood the hand of
time because every man working on them faithfully performed his day's work. He closed by advising
those present, when they work by day's work to do their day's work well, and bring the system again
into good repute.

At the close of the remarks of Mr. Roach, Mr. D. Delany offered the following RESOLUTIONS:

Resolved , That we are opposed to the subsidy in favor of the Southern Pacific Railroad, and will vote
against the issue of bonds of one million of dollars to help carry on the work if it is to be done by
Chinamen, but if to be done by white labor we are in favor of it, and will vote for the appropriation.

Resolved , That a Committee of five, one being the Chairman, be appointed to wait upon the
managers of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, and report to us at a subsequent meeting,
whether they will or not use Chinamen in the construction of the road.

MR. C. C. TERRILL was then introduced, and spoke at some length. He alluded to the number of
men who were in want of labor. He said that the Legislature had passed several Acts for the relief
of workmen, but there had been so much red tape about the matter, that it would take a long time
before the work would be ready. He said he was sorry to say that a majority of those who had been
appointed Commissioners on these works were not in sympathy with the workingmen. He said
that he was opposed to the granting of any money to the Southern Pacific Railroad. He said the
Legislature was mainly composed of men who were pledged to use every effort to discourage the
importation of Chinese slaves, and that they had fulfilled their pledge by ordering an election for
next June, at which time the people should say whether they would donate one million of dollars
to be thrown into the laps of the Chinese, for he felt sure the Railroad Company would only employ
Chinese. He said that he was in favor of the resolutions offered if a pledge could be obtained from
the officers of the Company that they would not employ any Chinese in the construction of the road.
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He closed by urging the workingmen to combine and work together if they desired to succeed and
maintain their rights.

The President then introduced HON. FRANK PIXLEY, who made a lengthy speech on the Chinese
question, cheap labor and the railroad appropriation. He said two years ago he hoped he would not
appear again before them in public; that he was satisfied when the Republican party had achieved
all its triumphs. If the truth has been told he saw the same troubles growing up which led of the
late war—it was the heresy of cheap labor. It 4 did no good to abuse Chinamen or raise mobs and
riots. The Chinamen comes to seek bread and to better his condition. The fault does not lie with
the Republican or Democratic party. It is with the Legislatures who encourage Chinese immigration
instead of discouraging it. Buchanan was the first to make a treaty with China. He was followed by
Burlingame. But Asia denies the same rights to our people as is accorded to theirs. They should
agitate this question and send men to Congress who could induce right-thinking men to stop this
tide. We have 70,000 Chinese here who build no homes or firesides as the white men. He did not
believe in the “brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of God.” He said he was a farmer's son, and
was made to toil, but that he had enough to live on now without manual labor. This immigration was
enough to make the poor laborers do almost anything short of revolting against the Government.

Government gives a subsidy of two millions and a half dollars for a line of steamers to China, and
every steamer brings from one hundred to four hundred prostitutes. He felt at times as though
he could take with his right arm a torch and burn the vessels lying at the mail wharf. It was idle
to say there was no law to prevent it. There was no condition of things which the law could not
correct if the force of public opinion was brought to bear on the law-making power. He next
referred to the appropriation to the Southern Pacific Railroad, and urged his hearers to vote for it
if the management promised to give employment to white men; if they would not, to vote against
it. He spoke at length of the universal good that would result from the building of this road. If
the managers acted in good faith toward them they should assist the road with their votes as a
spontaneous gift of an intelligent, enterprising and industrious people.

The resolutions were then put to vote and declared adopted. The following gentlemen were then
named as the committee with the Chairman: Messrs. W. D. Delaney, D. J. Onilahan, M. C. Smith and
Michael Foley.

THE BOARD OF REGENTS DENOUNCED.

Mr. C. C. Terrill offered the following:
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Whereas , We are taught from the pages of history that a people are inclined to suffer wrong
until the grievances resulting therefrom become a most unsupportable, before departing from
the customary method for obtaining redress, and even then they refrain from transgressing
the established laws of the land to recover their just rights, until by some act of gross injustice
perpetrated by the ruling power, they are incited to deeds of violence in revenge for the injuries
heaped upon them; and

Whereas , The people of the United States, relying as they do upon the ballot-box as a sovereign
remedy for all political ills, are particularly forbearing. Yet, when betrayed by those they have placed
in position and endowed with power; when the plainest laws are misconstrued and misinterpreted,
and the undoubted wish of the people thwarted; that acts of glaring injustice may be perpetrated in
the interests of a class to the damage of the masses, they have OE occasions shown that they, too,
are but human, and may, through provocation, determine to resume for a time that authority which
they usually exercise by proxy. And whereas, we are informed by the public press, that the Executive
Committee of the Board of Regents of the University of California have, through the advice of their
Law Committee, just determined to override the well known wishes of the people, and trample
upon the plain provision of the law, thereby doing an act of gross injustice to the great mass of the
workingmen of the State, in the interest of that monopoly of capital which is giving a preference to
aliens over our own citizens, which is ever seeking the pretext of a legal quibble to evade those laws
passed for the protection of labor; therefore,

Resolved , That we do most earnestly and publicly protest against the action of the said Executive
Committee in deciding of the said Executive Committee in deciding the work of building the
University of California shall be done by contract, notwithstanding it is well known to them that it
was the intention of the Legislature of this State that it should be done otherwise.

Resolved , That we execrate the character of men who can prostitute their profession so as to
override all established rules for the construction of laws to further the ends of the shoddy
aristocracy, and for the oppression of the laboring masses.

Resolved , That it is only our reverence for law and order, and our determination to remedy our
wrongs at the ballot-box, that restrains us from expressing our detestation of the men who can thus
attempt to trifle with our dearest rights in a more demonstrative manner.

CLOSING THE MEETING.

In conclusion General Winn came forward, and said:
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Fellow-Citizens :—before we close I have the hearfelt pleasure of announcing to you that the
Governor of New York has vetoed all the bills granting State subsidies to railroads, and has been
sustained by the Legislature. The Legislature has passed an Eight-Hour bill; it has been signed,
become a law, and the Governor has issued his proclamation requiring its enforcement; for which let
us give three cheers for the working-men of New York. Three cheers for William J. Jessup, President
of the Working-men's Assembly of New York. Three cheers for the Governor and members of the
Legislature of New York, that voted for the Eight-Hour law. Three cheers for the Eight-Hour men and
their friends throughout the United States.

These cheers were given with a will, as called for by the speaker, after which it was proposed to send
the following greeting to the Workingmen's Assembly of New York:

“ The Mechanics' State Council of California to the Working-men's Assembly of New York —Greeting:

With assurance that fifteen thousand eight-hour men in this city congratulate you upon your
Legislative success”

Now, said the President, we have had glory enough for one day—we are ready to adjourn.

The meeting then adjourned to meet again subject to the call of the President, which will be when
the Committee is ready to report.

MECHANICS' STATE COUNCIL.

Report of Committee on Public Work—Trying to get Employment for Idle Men.

Wednesday night the Council had an interesting and full meeting. The excitement against the action
of the Regents of the University in attempting to let that building by contract in open violation of law
is growing stronger every day.

A large amount of business was done, but the report of the Committee on Public Buildings is by far
the most important, and though lengthy, we give place to it, knowing as we do that our readers are
deeply interested in anything that looks like giving work to the many men now idle in our city:

REPORT.
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Your Committee to whom was referred the condition of the public work, in this city and State, with a
view to learning when it is likely to commence have given the matter as much attention as the press
of private business would permit.

THE STATE UNIVERSITY, although State property, owned by the State, and conducted by a Board of
Trustees called a Board of Regents, is left in a condition to show a loop-hole by which to evade the
law requiring State work to be done by the day, the law seems to be very plain. It says: “All work
done upon public buildings of this State shall be done under the supervision of a superintendent or
State officer or officers having charge of the work; and all labor employed on said buildings, whether
skilled or unskilled, shall be done by the day, and no work upon said buildings shall be done by
contract.” With due respect to the legal ability of Messrs. Hager, Felton and Tompkins, we cannot but
look upon their opinion as the result of a with to favor the contract system. The Regents possess
the right to have the work done by the day, and the passage of the law is the expressed will of the
people. No one supposes for a moment (if any doubts had been raised when the law was under
consideration) that the name of the University would not have been inserted so as to fully cover its
erection. The Judiciary Committee give it as their opinion, First—That the University is not, within the
meaning of the law, a State building, because the Regents are a corporate body.

The land donated by the United States for the establishment of a “State University” was given to
the State for that purpose, not to the Regents; they are the Trustees of the State, nothing more.
“Second, that the funds for the building are only partially furnished by the State, another portion
being derived from the sale of agricultural lands donated by the United States Government.” The
lands were donated to the State, and the State by law appointed Regents to erect and manage the
University. No company is organized to erect that building; they were not elected by stockholders,
but by the people, through their Legislature. If it is not a State building the people have been
deceived, and two years is a long time to wait for a correction of the error. We are told the Building
Committee have determined to erect the building by contract, because they think it can be done for
less money. You will see by Governor Holden's letter, published in the Examiner yesterday, that he is
one of the Regents and one of the Building Committee, believes it to be State work, and that it ought
to be done by the day.

When all of the chief officers of Government below the President decided to misconstrue the
National eight hour law, General Grant, under his constitutional power to “take care that the laws be
faithfully executed,” issued his proclamation that they should not thus evade the law. Now, would
it not be the duty of our Governor “to see that the laws are faithfully executed;” and should he not
declare the University a State building, and order the work to be done by the day, according to
law? But it may be there is virtue enough in the whole Board of Regents to make that decision yet,
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without his proclamation. If so, we hope we shall get upon the record those who vote for it and
those who vote against it, as well as those who avoid voting on the question.

To-day, the Governor was called upon by the President of the Council, ex-President Thomas Brady
and President Jacob Rudolph, of the Bricklayers' Association, who had a familiar interview with him
of nearly an hour, and with which they were well pleased. The Governor, from private experience in
building, is satisfied that it is the best plan to erect public buildings by the day; but he is not one of
the Building or Executive Committee, and has no desire to interfere with their duties. He generally
agrees with Governor Holden's views, as expressed in his letter published yesterday, but desires to 6
give no opinion, not having had time to examine the subject in its legal bearings.

The result of this investigation convinces your Committee that our own vigilance is our only safety;
that we need better organization and a greater degree of unity among the trade societies and other
laboring men.

THE STATE CAPITOL will be recommenced in a very short time. We learn from the Governor that the
bonds for $250,000 will issue on the first day of July, and be negotiated immediately, so that delay is
not apprehended in relation to that building.

THE STATE PRISON is in great need of improvement, the taxes to be collected this year will go to pay
off the present in testedness and that of next year for the improvement of the Prison. Governor
Haught, Lieutenant Governor Holden and Secretary of State. Nichols, are the State Prison Directors.
The two Governors we have seen, and find them both willing to go on with the work, if the materials
and work can be had on the promise to pay when the money is in the Treasury, which they and we
think can be done.

THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL is to be built in San Jose, on a site that has been selected, and the
building will be commenced very soon. There are several architects now at work on the plans. He
who presents the one approved by the Board will in all probability be the Supervising Architect. It
has not as yet been agreed upon whether it is to be of brick or a frame, but as the people of that city
would prefer it, they will be very likely to build it of brick.

THE CITY HALL is another public building of great importance, and must be let by contract according
to law. There is a tier of lots a Yerba Buena Park, which must be graded before they can do anything
as they are to be sold and the proceeds used for building the Hall. We have good authority for saying
that this work will be commenced at once, and pushed as rapidly as circumstances will justify.
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MONTGOMERY STREET AVENUE we are told will be opened as fast as possible. This will perhaps give
more labor, or employ the time of more men when opened, than all the rest put together. The lots
on the avenue and vicinity will be worth too much money to lie idle, and must, of course, be built up
at an early day after the street is opened.

THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS.

Col. Smith, the Superintendent, is decidedly the friend of the laboring man. He is doing all he can
to keep as many as possible at work on the streets. Whenever the citizens petition for opening or
improving streets, and the Board of Supervisors orders it done there is no delay on the Colonel's
part; he is a live man in his office, and we thank him for it.

We have hastily made a general review of the public work on hand and likely to be done under and
by virtue of laws now in force, and in conclusion we have to say that if the members of the Eight-
hour Associations will only keep faith with each other and work but eight hours a day, there would
soon be work enough for all in this city.

Our labors must necessarily be more arduous this year than they was last, and we hope the Leagues
will send to the Council their active, prudent, hard-working men—men who will never miss a meeting
or fail to do duty on Committee.

We recommend the adoption of the following resolution:

Resolved , That we earnestly request the Regents of the University, the Commissioners of the State
Capitol, the State Normal School, extension of Montgomery street north, the City Hall, the City Park,
and Directors of the State Prison, to commence the work under their charge as quickly as possible,
to employ as many men as they can, and thus relieve the wants of our suffering poor.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

A. M. Winn,

Chas. C. Terrill,

L. H. Laughton, Committee,

The report was read, commented upon by several of the members, and finally unanimously
adopted.
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The question of fixing some day when the members of all the Eight-hour Associations in the United
States will commence work at eight hours a day, has been before the Council for two meetings, and
last night the following were adopted unanimously:

Resolved , that we favor the establishment of the eight-hour system of labor, by individual
associations whenever they are strong enough to adopt and sustain it. But we believe it can be
more speedily established by the united action of the representative bodies of mechanics and other
laboring men in the different States and Territories of the United States, therefore,

Resolved , That we recommend to the National Labor Congress, that will meet in Cincinnati on the
17th of August, 1870, to fix a day when all mechanics, and other eight-hour associations throughout
the United States, will commence regularly to labor but eight hours for a day's work, and that the
State Representative Council, assembles, and other representative organizations, be requested to
instruct their delegates in relation to that particular matter.

Resolved , That the newspapers throughout the United States are requested to publish these
resolutions.

The Workingmen's Protective Association, of this city, have a mass meeting at the Pavilion to-night.
They send an invitation to the Council, and requested Gen. A. M. Winn to preside at the meeting.
Both invitations were accepted. The meeting is expected to be a large one.

The Council then adjourned, to meet again next Wednesday night.
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