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RESOLUTIONS OF THE Anti-Monopoly Association OF THE PACIFIC COAST.

WHEREAS, The two Fur-Seal Islands, St. George and St. Paul, in the Territory of Alaska, were leased
in the year 1870, by the Government of the United States to the Alaska Commercial Company,
surrendering by this act to the said Company, the enormous resources and wealth of these Islands,
as well as the freedom of the civilized Aleuts and Creoles inhabiting the same.

And Whereas , the granting of a monopoly of trade, and the leasing of the service of Christian
communities to a mercantile corporation, is an open violation of the Constitution of the United
States, a flagrant breach of the principles of our country, and contrary to the spirit of a free and
civilized Government.

And Whereas , we are well aware of the fact, that said lease was only effected through the most
shameless lobbying, and through the corruptness of the Administration, in the face of the protests of
the entire American press, and in spite of the loud voice of the public.

And Whereas , the Alaska Commercial Company, which is permitted by the terms of said lease to
kill on said two Islands 100,000 seals per annum, which are worth at London from $10 to $20 each,
and for which the Company pays to the natives of the Islands 40 cents each, and to the Government
about $300,000 as lease and taxes, is thus enabled to make a clear profit of about $1,000,000 per
annum.

And Whereas , said Alaska Commercial Company uses the overwhelming power which the
possession of this enormous wealth gives it, to crush not only its rivals in the fur trade, but any
enterprise—no matter of what nature—in the whole of the immense territory; throws every obstacle
in the way of immigration, explorations, and even the expeditions of the United States Coast survey;
and discountenances everything that may lead to the development and the better knowledge of the
country; and has thus succeeded to force nearly every firm and individual that were engaged in the
Territory, to abandon the same with severe loss, and has established a monopoly not only over said
two Islands, St. George and St. Paul, but over the whole Territory of Alaska.

And Whereas , we look with grave suspicion on the circumstance, that all the prominent revenue
officers, who held positions in Alaska, are now members or agents of said Alaska Commercial
Company, and that General Miller, former Collector of the Port of San Francisco, is now the President
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of the same; while we are cognizant of the fact that private parties, not belonging to said monopoly,
were continually submitted to serious annoyances, and the most unjust, unlawful and high-handed
treatment by such Federal officers, who have also often used their official position and authority
to intimidate the natives, and represent to them the Alaska Commercial Company, or as they were
formerly called, Hutchison, Kohl & Co., as being invested with the same absolute power as was
formerly the old Russian Company.

And Whereas , the civilized and Christian Aleuts and Creoles are, notwithstanding the assurance
of the Alaska Commercial Company that they are well treated and well cared for, in a state of
bondage and slavery, and entirely in the hands of said Company; are completely shut off from any
communication with the outer world, like a colony of convicts, (no person being allowed to land, nor
any vessel being permitted to touch at said Island but those belonging to the Alaska Commercial
Company); must be satisfied with the price of 40 cents per skin, which are worth at London from
$10 to $20; and pay for the commodities of life what the Company demands of them; and have no
body to appeal to for protection and justice but two Government officers, in whom we have not the
slightest confidence.

And Whereas , the touching petition of these inhabitants of St. George and St. Paul, signed by all
the leading men, which was addressed to the President and Congress in the year 1872, had all the
appearance of being genuine, but was declared a fabrication by the Alaska Commercial Company,
and was not taken the slightest notice of by our Government.

And Whereas , Alaska is a Territory of an immense area, with millions of acres adapted to agriculture
and stock-raising, with many resources lying latent therein, with a climate equal to that of Europe,
north of Belgium, with a wealth of timber, fish, furs, game and minerals, and with thousands of the
best harbors of the world; a country in which hundreds of enterprises and branches of industry
might flourish, which is capable of supporting a large population, and in which gold, copper, and coal
await the development of the energetic miner and prospecter, all of which is impossible under the
present state of affairs.

And Whereas , the Territory of Alaska, under the oppressive rule of the Alaska Commercial Company,
has been for seven years as good as worthless to the people of America, while it has put millions of
dollars in the pockets of that Company.

And Whereas , if the monopoly of the Fur-Seal Islands would be abolished, there would immediately
commence an era of activity and prosperity throughout the Territory; the $3,000,000 worth of
furs annually exported by the Alaska Commercial Company from Alaska, instead of being directly
shipped to England, would be in the hands of many traders, would be sold in San Francisco, would
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raise the manufacturing of furs there to an unknown hight, and would make that city a rival of
London in the fur trade of the world, while such branches of industry as the canning of salmon,
codfishing, lumbering, shipbuilding and stock-raising, would engage a fleet of vessels alone, and
give employment to thousands of men,—which would give a tone to the trade of California and the
market of its produce, which would be felt by every farmer, manufacturer and merchant.

And Whereas , we consider the Islands of St. Paul and St. George, as well as the rest of Alaska
Territory, as belonging to the people of the United States, and not to a few corrupt politicians and a
handful of unscrupulous capitalists, and regard it as a crying wrong, that a whole rich country should
be kept in a state of wildness, and its development checked for the sake of a greedy monopoly.

And Whereas , all the facts above set forth are a stain on our free republic, and place us in this
respect below the nations of Europe, and are an injury and injustice to every producer or business
man of the Pacific Coast, and an insult to the people of America.

RESOLVED , That we, the undersigned, citizens of California, form ourselves into an Association, to be
called the “ Anti-Monopoly Association of the Pacific Coast .”

Resolved , That we demand the abolishing of the lease of the Fur Seal Islands, the deliverance of their
inhabitants, and the equal right of every American citizen to trade with the same.

Resolved , That we condemn the policy of the Government towards Alaska, as injurious, not only to
said Territory but to the whole Pacific Coast, and discountenance the course of the federal officers in
that country.

Resolved , That henceforth, we will only support and vote for such candidates for public office, who
will pledge themselves against monopolies being granted, and serfdom being countenanced by the
Government, and who will uphold the Constitution of the United States.

Resolved , That we will encourage and assist all enterprises and industry in the Territory of Alaska,
and will especially lend our support to the scheme of establishing a colony of Icelanders in the same.

Resolved , That we are in favor of having the coasts of Alaska thoroughly surveyed; of having scientific
investigations prosecuted, and that the Government be requested to continue the surveys and
explorations which have been carried on during the last three years by Dr. W. H. Dall, of the U. S.
Coast Survey.
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Resolved , That we will do all in our power to break up the monopoly that oppresses the northwest
coast of America, to relieve the enslaved Aleuts of St. Paul and St. George, and to open the Territory
once more to the people of America.

Resolved , That we invite the co-operation and support of every citizen of the United States, in this
our cause, which we consider a matter concerning every patriot, and especially the citizens of the
Pacific Coast.

San Francisco, December 7, 1874.
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