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Geneva Forever! A Slogan for Civilization By John Judson Hamilton

Two outstanding structures—one in Western Europe, one in Western America; one the subject
of long-settled controversy, one that of bitter strife which for the moment divides the world, one
recently, completed, the other well under way and expected to be finished in 1940—represent the
present statue of human history and symbolize its early culmination in a new birth of knowledge,
freedom, peace, justice and happiness. One of them is the Palace of the League of Nations at
Geneva, the other the Observatory on Mount Palomar which will house the 200-inch telescope now
in work in the shops of the California Institute of Technology at Pasadena.

Both these edifices are in a deep sense products of all the ages of mankind, since they speak for true
interests of every man, woman and child in the whole world, and effect every true thought that has
sprung from the human brain and justify every reasoned hope that has warmed the human heart
from the hour when man became man.

It is fitting that the mighty instrument of human advancement at mount Palomar should come into
action before the 18-inch guns now blindly projected for the destruction of such thoughts and hopes
can be mounted on the floating fortresses planned to carry them on their errands of negation and
ruin. The new telescope is the last word in the ancient science of astronomy, which has never failed
us or played us false. It has revealed us as inhabiting and dominating a minor verse of almost infinite
dimensions, the ultimate results of which, for us, may with its aid soon be disclosed; but it has also
indirectly shown us as, so far as are yet know, alone wish God in a spiritual domain in which we
sonely need the light and leading which shall rescue us from ignorance, fear and folly through self-
knowledge equal to our physical disciplines.

It is equally fitting that the stately home of the League of Nations, owned by the nations themselves,
and erected to attest their devotion to law, order, truth, beauty, liberty, peace and justice, and
made the depository of their mutual pledges to disarm and refrain from violence throughout the
earth, be not now dismantled and physically wrecked, de graded exclusively, to secondary though
commendable ends, or treated with studied or unthinking, indifference, as some have sought
to weaken and destroy its spiritual influence and significance; but that its mission be steadfastly
reaffirmed, its principles unwavering by reasserted, its goals set higher and fixed more firmly and its
work for humanity perpetuated.
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Therefore are, the common people by all races, faiths and nations, loyal adherents of the League as
championed by Woodrow Wilson, Jan Christian Smuts, Robert Cecil, Hebert Einstein, Jane Addams,
Carrie Chapman Catt, Andrew Carnegie and A long roll of patriots, heroes, sages, philanthropists,
and philosophers, and sponsored in name, substance and principle by Frank Billings Kellogg,
Sonistide Briand, Gustav Stresemann, Salmon Oliver Levinson, Henry L. Stimson, Bordell Soull,
Irving Fisher, John D. Rockefeller, Henry Ford, Charles A. Lindbergh, Richard Evelyn Bynd, Anthony
Eden and many other distinguished men and women of all names of life, and hoping to realize, in
whatever form, David Leebin's vision of a United States of the World as recorded before the World
War, propose as a slogan for civilization the simple watchword

Geneva Forever!
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Including Some Reasons for Permanently Preserving the Enclosed Manifesto in Favor of the League
of Nations in Your Library.

John Judson Hamilton, author of “Geneva Forever!”, the accompanying autograph copy, resides
at 483 South Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, Calif. He was for twenty-one years editor, controlling
owner and publisher of the Des Moines, Iowa, Daily News; for four years economic editor of the Iowa
Homestead, Wisconsin Farmer, Kansas City Farmer and Stockman, Farm Gazette, and Homemaker
Magazine, and for nine years actively connected with other local, state, regional and national
publications. Removing to California in 1911, he was successively secretary of the Los Angeles
Charter Revision Commission, chairman of the Los Angeles County and Flood Control District Board
of Supervisors, member of the Pasadena City Commission and Board of Education, and executive
secretary of the Los Angeles Public Power League, which projected the Colorado River and Boulder
Dam movement. He has devoted all his time for the nearly fourteen years since 1924 to a world survey
of international relations; indeed has made field surveys, one of them nation-wide, the bases of all his
business and professional work . His surveys of race relations in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia,
Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia, made in 1877 and 1878 while serving as assistant librarian of
the State University of Iowa and earning his M.A. degree, are reported fully in documents on file in
that institution, of which he is a Phi Beta Kappa alumnus. He is the author of “The Dethronement
of the City Boss”, (3rd, popular, edition entitled “Government by Commission”), published by Funk
& Wagnalls in 1910. He is now preparing the first report of his world-wide international survey for
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publication in book form in 1939 or early in 1940, probably under the title “From Chaos to Cosmos: A
Study of the Present Renaissance”, thus forecasting the happier future confidently foreshadowed in
“Geneva Forever!”

N. B.—The copy of “Geneva Forever!” enclosed is one of 130 genuine autograph originals now
(October, 1938) being mailed to 100 great libraries and thirty key figures in world affairs. They have
all been written by Mr. Hamilton on heavy all-rag bond paper. Fewer than 200 will be written all told,
and none will be sold.
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