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The Consolidated Cattle Growers' Association of the United States.

OFFICE OF SECRETARY.

Chicago, December 29, 1886.

TO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Washington, D. C.:

Our attention has been called to an open letter addressed to you by Mr. J. A. Cooper, of Colorado,
in which he takes it upon himself, in an ex cathedra manner, to pronounce against the Commission
feature of the bills introduced by Senator Warner Miller and Representative Joseph M. Carey, for
the suppression of exotic diseases among the cattle of the United States. We would respectfully
submit the following arguments in favor of the Commission plan. In the great emergency now
upon the cattle industry it is imperatively necessary that some person or persons be vested with
extraordinary powers; powers which many persons would consider it unsafe to confer upon any
permanent department of the government, but which may safely be conferred upon a temporary
commission, whose functions may be suspended by the President whenever the emergency shall
have passed. The present bureau and departments are already overwhelmed with work to such
an extent that it would be impossible for any of them to do as rapid and effective work as could
be done by a Commission of energetic and practical business men, whose sole efforts would
be devoted to the one task. We believe that a Commission vested with necessary powers could
clear this country of pleuro-pneumonia in twelve or eighteen months; yet high officials assure us
that it would require years for them to suppress that disease in the one State of New York. The
losses inflicted upon the cattle industry during the last two years by reason of embarrassing inter-
state and foreign quarantines amount to a national calamity, and those quarantines constitute
the greatest existing obstruction to inter-state and foreign commerce. The experience of other
countries has proven that the only successful way to deal with pleuro-pneumonia is by a prompt
resort to heroic treatment, and that the quickest way is the cheapest . The suppression of pleuro-
pneumonia is not only demanded as a sanitary measure for the protection of the health of our
people, but also as a measure of political economy. The very existence of the most considerable
portion of the meat supply of the United States is seriously endangered. In proof of this statement
it is only necessary to refer to the experience of Australia and South Africa, where the conditions
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were similar to those now existing in our own range country, and where the introduction of pleuro-
pneumonia devastated whole districts of country to such an extent that the raising of cattle was
entirely abandoned. Experience has fully demonstrated the utter uselessness of state laws in
exterminating this plague. We appeal to that universally respected sentiment, that “governments are
instituted for the protection of the governed.”

The cattle industry represents an investment of two thousand millions of dollars of taxable property;
it has been overtaken by an overwhelming and awful calamity, in the presence of which the
individual citizen is helpless. We ask that you will extend to us that protection which every civilized
government on the face of the earth extends to the lives and property of its citizens.

D. W. SMITH,

W. A. TOWERS,

EDWARD LLOYD,

WM. WARFIELD,

L. S. COFFIN,

JOHN CLAY, Jr.,

THOS. STURGIS,

ELMER WASHBURN,

AZEL AMES, Jr.

ALVIN H. SANDERS, Secretary,

Committee of the Consolidated Cattle Growers' Association of the United States .


