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Louisiana Purchase Exposition. LOUISIANA DAY=SEPTEMBER 14Th, 1904.

1803 Proclamation of Governor Claiborne.

By His Excellency William C. C. Claiborne, Governor of the Mississippi Territory, exercising the powers of
Governor-General and Intendant of the province of Louisiana.

“ Whereas, By stipulations between the Governments of France and Spain, the latter ceded to the
former the colony and province of Louisiana, with the same extent which it had at the date of the
above mentioned treaty in the hands of Spain, and that it had when France possessed it, and such
as it ought to be after the treaties subsequently entered into between Spain and and other States;
and, whereas, the Government of France has ceded the same to the United States by a treaty duly
ratified and bearing date the 30th of April, in the present year, and the the possession of said colony
and province is now in the United States, according to the tenor of the last mentioned treaty: and,
whereas, the Congress of the United States, on the 31st day of October, in the present year, did
enact that until the expiration of the session of Congress then sitting (unless provisions for the
temporary government of the said Territories be sooner made by Congress), all the military. civil
and judicial powers, exercised by the then existing government of the same, shall be vested in such
person or persons, and shall be exercised in such manner, as the President of the United States
shall direct, for the maintaining and protecting the inhabitants of Louisiana in the free enjoyment of
their liberty, property and religion: and the President of the United States has, by his commission,
bearing date the same 31st day of October, invested me with all the powers, and charged me with
the several duties heretofore held and exercised by the Governor-General and Intendant of the
province.

“I have, therefore, thought fit to issue this my proclamation, making known the premises, and to
declare that the Government heretofore exercised over the said province of Louisiana. as well
under the authority of Spain as of the French Republic, has ceased, and that of the United States
of America is established over the same; that the inhabitants thereof will be incorporated in the
union of the United States; that, in the meantime, they shall be maintained and protected in the free
enjoyment of their liberty, property and the religion which they profess; that all laws and municipal
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regulations which were in existence at the cessation of the late Government remain in full force;
and all civil officers charged with their execution, except those whose powers have been especially
vested in me, and except also such officers as have been intrusted with the collection of the revenue,
are continued in their functions, during the pleasure of the Governor for the time being, or until
provision shall otherwise be made.

“And I do hereby exhort and enjoin all the inhabitants and other persons within the said province to
be faithful and true in their allegiance to the United States, and obedient to the laws and authorities
of the same, under full assurance that their just rights will be under the guardianship of the United
States, and will be maintained from all force or violence from without or within.

“In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand. Given at the City of New Orleans the 20th day of
December, 1803, and of the independence of the United States of America, the 28th.

“W. C. C. CLAIBORNE.”

1904 Proclamation of Governor Blanchard.

State of Louisiana, Executive Department.

Louisiana, Day at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

“Great accessions of territory by one nation from another come usually as the result of war; but we
of the great Republic rejoice that the Louisiana Purchase transaction, which doubled the area of the
United States, did not involve the shedding of human blood nor the sacrifice of human life.

“The celebration of this peaceful event by the enlightened people of the world is peculiarly
appropriate.

“This is being done in the greatest Exposition the world has ever known now being conducted
at St. Louis. It commemorates the centennial of an occurrence second only to the Declaration of
Independence in the history of the United States. This was the transfer by France to the United
States, 100 years ago, of the vast region known as Louisiana.

“Our own State was the spot where the actual transfer took place. Therefore, it is that Louisiana is
entitled to take precedence among the States of the Union in the Louisiana Purchase Exposition—an
exposition where the most complete display ever made of the achievements of the human race may
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be found harmoniously represented as a befitting testimony to the wonderful progress following the
acquisition of this broad domain.

“Louisiana, the oldest State in the purchase, the mother of thirteen beautiful and vigorous
daughters, proposes the 14th of September—a day justly memorable in her annals—as ‘her day,’
and at that time will take possession of the Exposition, and by appropriate services and ceremonies
commemorate the centennial of American domination.

“She notifies her sons and daughters to assemble on that day at the Cabildo (Louisiana State
Building), on the Fair grounds at St. Louis, and assist in the great celebration. And let us make it the
occasion of declaring to the people of the world what a goodly land is this State of ours, and what is
its assured promise of even greater development and prosperity.

“She invites the governors and people of her sister States of the Louisiana Purchase to join in her
celebration, to the end that together they may demonstrate what a princely empire, filled with many
millions of prosperous freemen, has been evolved from the purchase of 1803.

“The Chief Executive hopes that as many as possible of the loyal sons and daughters of the State will
be present at St. Louis on Louisiana Day to lend lustre and add enthusiasm to the occasion.

“In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the great seal of
the State of Louisiana, at the city of Baton Rouge, on this 20th day of August, in the year of our
Lord 1904, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 129th, and of the State of
Louisiana the ninety-third.

“NEWTON C. BLANCHARD, “ Governor.

“ By the Governor: “John T. MICHEL, “ Secretary of State. ”
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