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The SPEECH of the Right Honourable the Earl of CHATHAM, in the House of Lords, upon reading
the Amendments in the QUEBEC BILL, on Friday, the 17th June, 1774. Together with his Lordship's
SPEECH, on the Third Reading, in the House of Lords, of the Bill for Providing with Quarters, the
Officers and Troops in America.

Most Illustrious Lords,

THE unfavourable state of health, under which I have long laboured, could not prevent me from
laying before your Lordships my thoughts on the Bill now before you; and on the American affairs in
general.

If we take a transient view of those motives which induced the ancestors of our fellow-subjects, in
America, to leave their native country to encounter the innumerable difficulties of the unexplored
regions of the western world, our astonishment at the present conduct of their descendants with
naturally subside. There was no corner of the world into which men of their free and enterprizing
turn would not fly, with alacrity, rather than submit to the slavish and tyrannical principles which
prevailed, at that period, in their native country. And shall we wonder, my Lords, if the descendants
of such illustrious characters spurn, with contempt, the hand of unconstitutional power, that would
snatch from them such dear bought privileges as they now contend for? Had the British colonies
been planted by any other kingdoms than our own, the inhabitants would have carried with them
the chains of slavery, and the spirit of despotism; but as they are, they ought to be remembered
as great influences to instruct the world, to what a stretch of liberty mankind will naturally attain,
when they are left to the free exercise of themselves. And, my Lords, notwithstanding my intention
to give my hearty negative to the question now before you, I cannot help condemning, in the severe?
manner, the late turbulent and unwarrantable conduct of the Americans in general, and the riots
in Boston, in particular. But, my Lords, the mode which has been pursued to bring them back to
a sense of their duty in the parent state, has been so diametrically opposite to the fundamental
principles of sound policy, that individuals, possess'd of common understanding, must be astonished
at such proceedings. By blocking up the harbour of Boston, you have involved the innocent. Trader
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in the same punishment with the guilty Prosligates who destroyed your merchandize; and instead
of making a well concerned effort to secure the Real offenders, you clap a naval and military
extinguisher over their harbour; and punish the sin of a few lawless Raparees, and their abettors,
upon the whole body of the inhabitants.

My Lords, this country is little obliged to the Framers and Promoters of this Tea-tax; the Americans
had almost forgot, in their excess of gratitude for the repeal of the Stamp act, any interest but that
of the Mother Country; there seemed an emulation among the different provinces, who should be
most dutiful and forward in their expressions of loyalty to their Royal Benefactor; as you will readily
perceive by the following extract of a letter from governor Bernard to a noble Lord them in office.

“The House of Representatives, (says “he) from the time of opening the session “avoid all disputes
with me; every thing “having passed with as much good humour “as I could desire. They have acted,
in “all things, with temper and moderation; “they have avoided same subjects of dispute, “and have
laid a foundation for removing “some causes of former “altercation.”

This, my Lords, was the temper of the Americans; and would have continued so, had it not been
interrupted by your fruitless endeavours to tax them without their consent; but the moment they
perceived your intention was renewed to tax them, through the sides of the East India Company,
their resentment got the ascendant of their duty, and hurried them into actions contrary to all laws
of policy, civilization, and humanity, which, in their cooler hours, they would have thought on with
horror; for I seriously believe, the destroying of the Tea was much more the effect of despair, than
that of design.

But, my Lords, from the complexion of the whole of the proceedings, I am apt to think, that
Administration has purposely irritated them into those late violent acts for which they now so
severely smart; purposely to be revenged on them for the victory they gained by the repeal of the
Stamp-act, a measure to which they seemingly acquiesced, but at the bottom they were its real
enemies. For what other motive could induce them to dress Taxation, that father of American
sedition, in the robes of an East India director, but to break in upon that mutual peace and harmony
which then so happily subsisted between them and the Mother country? My Lords, I am an old man,
and will advise the noble Lords now in office, to adopt a more gentle mode of governing America;
for the day is not far distant, when America may vie with these kingdoms, not only in arms, but in
arts also. It is an established fact that the principal towns in America are learned and polite, and
understand the constitution of the British empire as well as the noble Lords who guide the springs of
government; and consequently, they will have a watchful eye over their liberties, to prevent the least
encroachment of an Arbitrary Administration on their hereditary rights and privileges.
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This observation is so recently exemplified in an excellent pamphlet which comes from the pen of

an American gentleman* that I shall take the liberty of reading to your Lordships his thoughts on
the competency of the British Parliament to tax America, which in my opinion, sets that interesting
matter in the clearest point of view.

* See Dr. Franklin's state of the contest between Great Britain and America. Published by W. Hingley.

The high court of Parliament, (says “he) is the supreme legislative power over “the whole empire;
in all free states the “constitution is fixed; and as the supreme “legislative derives its power and
authority “from the constitution, it cannot overlap “the bounds of it, without destroying its “own
foundation; for the constitution “ascertains and limits both sovereignty and “allegiance: And
therefore his Majesty's “American subjects, who acknowledge “themselves bound by the ties of
allegiance, “have an equitable claim to the full enjoyment “of the fundamental rules of the “English
constitution; that it is an essential “unaltered right in nature, ingrafted “into the British constitution
as a fundamental “law, and ever held sacred and irrevocable “by the subjects within the “realm; and
that what a man has honestly “acquired, is absolutely his own; which “he may freely give, but which
cannot be “taken from him without his consent.”

This, my Lords, though no new doctrine, has been always my received and alterable opinion; and
I will carry it to my grave, that this country had no right, under Heaven, to tax America. It is contrary to
all the principles of justice and civil policy, which neither the exigencies of the state, or even the
acquiescence in the taxes, could justify upon any occasion whatsoever. Such proceedings will never
meet with their wished for success; and instead of adding to their miseries, as the Bill now before
you most undoubtedly does, adopt some lenient measures, which may lure them to their duty;
proceed like a kind and affectionate parent over a child whom he tenderly loves; and, instead of
those harsh and severe proceedings, pass an amnesty on all their youthful errors; clasp them once
more in your fond and affectionate arms; and I will venture to affirm, you will find them children
worthy of their fire. But, should their turbulence exist after your pro?erred terms of forgiveness
which I hope, and expect this House will immediately adopt, I will be among the foremost of this
illustrious assembly to remove for such measures as will effectually prevent a future relapse, and
make them feel what it is to provoke a fond and forgiving parent! A parent, my Lords, whose welfare
has ever been greatest and most pleasing consolation. The declaration may seem unnecessary, but
I will venture to declare, the period is not far distant, when she will want the assistance of her most
distant friends: but should the all disposing hand of Providence prevent me from affording her my
poor assistance, my prayers shall be ever for her welfare.
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Length of days be in her right hand, and in her left riches and honour; may her be ways be ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths be peace.

ON Friday the 17th of June, the order of the day was read in the House of Peers for the amendments
made in the Quebec bill to be taken into consideration: The same were accordingly read by the clerk;
and the question being put, for the House to agree to the amendments, Lord Chatham role up, and
entered fully into the subject of the bill. He said. “It would involve a great country in a thousand
difficulties, in the worth of despotism and put the whole people under arbitrary powers: That it was
a most cruel, odious, and oppressive measure, tearing up justice and every good principle by the
roots: That by abolishing the trial by jury, he supposed the framers of the bill thought that mode of
proceeding, together with the habeas corpus, mere moonshine; whilst every true Englishman was
ready to lay down his life, sooner than lose those two bulwarks of his personal security and property.
The merely supposing, that the Canadians would not be able to feel the good efforts of law and
freedom, because they had been used to arbitrary power, was and idea as ridiculous as false. The bill
established

Ac. 1651

a despotic government in that country to which the royal proclamation of 1763, promised the
protection of the English laws, which runs thus:” “And whereas it will “greatly contribute to the
speedy settling “our said new governments, that our “loving subjects should be informed of our
“paternal care for the securities of the liberties “and properties of those who are, “and shall become
inhabitants thereof; we “have thought fit to publish and declare, “by this our proclamation, that we
have “in the letters patent, under our great seal “of Great Britain, by which the said governments “are
constituted, given express “power and direction to our Governors of “our said colonies respectively,
that so soon “as the state and circumstances of the said “colonies will admit thereof, they shall, “with
the advice and consent of the members “of our Council, summon and call “General Assemblies
within the said governments “respectively, in such manner “and form as is used and directed in those
“colonies and provinces in America, which “are under our immediate government. “And we have also
given power to the said “Governors, with the consent of our said “Council and the representatives of
the “people so to be summoned as aforesaid, “to make, constitutes and ordain laws, statutes “and
ordinances, for the public peace, “welfare and good government of our said “colonies, and of the
people and inhabitants “thereof, as near as may be agreeable “to the laws of England; and in the mean
“time, and until such Assemblies shall be “called as aforesaid, all persons inhabiting “in, add resorting
to our said colonies, “may confide in our royal protection for “the enjoyment of the benefit of the
laws “of our realm of England; for which purpose “we have given power, under our “great seal, to the
Governors of our said “colonies respectively, courts of judicature “and public justice within our said
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colonies, “for the hearing and determining all causes, “as well criminal as single, according “to law
and equity, and as near as may be “to the laws of England. ”

And having mentioned the power which the bill rests in the Governor, the whole made of which
he said was tyrannical and despotic; he was likewise very particular on the bad consequences that
would attend the great extension of that province; that the whole of the bill appeared to him to be
destructive of that liberty, which ought to be the ground work of every constitution. Ten thousand
objections he was confident might be made to the bill, but the extinction of the mode of trial
above mentioned was a very alarming circumstance; and he would pronounce him a bold man
who proposed such a plan. When his Lordship came to the religious part of the bill, he directed his
discourse to the bench of Bishops, telling them, that as by the bill the catholic religion was made the
established religion of that vast continent, it was impossible they could be silent on the occasion;
if they were so, he should ever after believe them catholicks. He called the bill a child of in ordinate
power, and desired and asked, if any of that reverend bench would hold it out for baptism? and
touched again upon the unlimited power in appointing all the members, and who might be made
up of Roman catholicks only. He stated with great force many objections to the clause, giving to the
French Canadians so advantageous a part of the fisheries of cod on the Labradore coast, to great
prejudice of the English fisherman on the banks of Newfoundland, considering the said fisheries of
Labradore as a nursery of French Canadian seamen, to man, in case of a French War, any squadrons
of France in those seas.”

This experienced and truly protestant Statesman exposed, with unanswerable force, the train of fatal
mischiefs attending the establishment of popery and arbitrary power in that vast and fertile region now
annexed to the government at Quebec and capable of containing (if fully peopled) thirty millions
of souls. This long speech breathed nothing but the love of his country in this most dangerous
crisis; the free principles of the reformation, and of the glorious revolution, deducting the whole
series of laws, from the supremacy first revindicated under Henry the eighth down to this day, as
fundamentals; constituting a clear compact, that all establishments, by law, are to be protestant;
which compact ought not to be altered but by the consent of the collective body of the people. He
farther maintained unanswered that the dangerous innovations of this bill were at variance with
guards and barriers against popery, and of popish influence, so wisely provided by all the oaths of
the office and trust, from the constable up to the members of both Houses of Parliament; and even
to the sovereign in his coronation oath. He pathetically expressed his fears, that it might shake the
affections of his Majesty's protestant subjects in England and Ireland; and, finally, lose the hearts of
all his Majesty's subjects.

Lord Chatham's Speech


