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and seventy-nine. An act to prevent sundry articles being exported from this to the
neighbouring states ... [Boston, 1779].

STATE of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY.

In the Year of Our Lord, One thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine.

An ACT to prevent sundry articles being exported from this to the neighbouring States.

WHEREAS this State are using their utmost endeavours to appreciate the Currency of the United States,
and their is great danger that their laudable exertions will be entirely defeated, if measures are not
speedily taken to prevent the inhabitants of this and of the other United States, from conveying the
necessary articles of consumptions out of this State:

Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the Authority of the same. That no Exportation be permitted of Rum, Wine, or any kind of Spirits,
Molasses, Sugar, Cotton Wool, Sheep's Wool, Wool Cards, Flax, Salt, Coffee, Cocoa, Chocolate, Linnen,
Cotton and Linnen, Woolen and Cotton Goods of all kinds; Provisions of all and every sort; Live Stock,
Shoes, Skins and Leather of all kinds; either by land or by water, from any part of this State, after
the twenty-third day of September instant, to be carried to any place not within this State; and except
reasonable Ship Stores.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That is the Selectmen of Committees of
Correspondence of any towns or plantations within this State, shall suspect that any team is loaded
with any articles herein before enumerated, to be transported out of this State, to any of the United
States, the said Selectmen or Committees are hereby empowered and directed to stop all such
teams 'till they shall obtain satisfactory evidence, that the same are not designed to be carried
out of this State, which evidence shall arise from the Certificate of the Selectmen or Committee of
Correspondence of the town or place within this State, to which the teamer of any goods or driver of
any kind of Live Stock belongs, which Certificate shall be in the words following, viz.

This may Certify that the Team and Load, or Cattle, Sheep, Swine or Horses, (at the case may be) drove by
teamer or teamer, driver or drivers, (as the case may be) of the town of is or are driving the same in the
town of in the County of within this State for the use of this State for the use of the Inhabitants thereof, and
the same it or not to be carried or driven out of said State. Witness our Hands. Selectmen or Committee
of
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And if satisfactory evidence as aforesaid, shall not be given within thirty days after detention thereof,
the Selectmen or Committees of Correspondence, so detaining the same, are hereby impowered and
directed to seize such articles, and the team, if they are so conveyed; and having so done, shall make
application to the State's Attorney, or any person appointed to set in his room; who is directed to file
an information against them before the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, next to be holden in
any county where said articles shall be stopped, or seized, and the said Court shall have full power to
try the justice of said seizure, by a jury; and in case the said Court shall judge and condemn the same
as forfeited; after the legal charges of prosecutions are paid, one fourth part shall be to the use of
the State Attorney that managed the cause, and the remaining part, one half of it shall be to the use
of the said Selectmen or Committees aforesaid, the other half to the use of the poor of the town or
plantation to which said Selectmen be Committees aforesaid belong:

Provided notwithstanding. That when any person shall transport any articles whatever to the
American army or navy, and shall produce a Certificate signed by the Board of War in the county
of Suffolk, or by Mr. Daniel Noyes, in the County of Essex, or by Mr. David Bemus, to the county of
Middlesex, or by Mr. Nathan Baldwin, in the county of Worcester, or by Major William Pyncheon and Mr.
Simeon Alexander, in the county of Hampshire, or by William Watson, Esq; in the county of Plymouth, or
by James Williams, Esq; in the county of Bristol, or by Capt. William Taylor, in the county of Barnstable,
or by Col. John Brown and Mr. Mose's Hopkins; in the county of Berkshire, or by Daniel Moulton, Esq; in
the county of York, or by Col. John Wait, in the county of Cumberland, or by Col. Dummer Sewall, in the
county of Lincoln, certifying, that the goods he has in this custody belong either to the Continent or
this State, in such case the person with such goods may proceed unmolested, taking care to leave his
permit with any one of the above Committee that lives nearest the State said goods are next to pass
into, otherwise it shall be deemed that the person to conveying goods had no permit, and he shall
be subject to the penalties provided by this act.

aforesaid, That if it shall hereafter that any of the articles herein before enumerated contrary to
the true intent and meaning of this Act, the owner, or any person carrying the same, shall forfeit
the value of such goods, to be recovered by a special action of the case in any Court proper to try
the same; and after paying the charges of prosecution, one half thereof shall be to the person or
persons who shall sue for the same, the other half to the use of this State, provided the action is
commenced in three months after the goods are transported.

This Act to continue in force to the fifteen day of June, one thousand seven hundred & eighty.

In the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES, September 23, 1779.
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THIS BILL having been read three several times, passed to be enacted.

JOHN HANCOCK, Speaker.

In COUNCIL, September 23, 1779.

THIS BILL having find two several readings, passed to be enacted.

JOHN AVERY, Dep'y Secr'y

Consented to by the major part of the Council.

Free Copy Attest. JOHN AVERY, Dep'y Sect'y.


