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By HIS EXCELLENCY

John Hancock, Esq;

Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

A PROCLAMATION, For a Day of THANKSGIVING.

Whereas it hath pleased Almighty GOD, the Father of all Mercies, amidst the Vicissitudes and
Calamities of War, to bestow Blessings on the People of these States, which call for their devout and
thankful Acknowledgments; more especially in the late remarkable Interposition of His watchful
Providence, in rescuing the Person of our Commander in Chief, and the Army, from imminent
Dangers, at the Moment when Treason was ripened for Execution; in prospering the Labours of
the Husbandmen, and causing the Earth to yield its Increase in plentiful Harvests; and above all, in
continuing to us the Enjoyment or the Gospel of Peace:

I do therefore, by and with the Advice of the Council, recommend to the good People of this
Commonwealth, to set a-part THURSDAY the Seventh Day of December next, (the Day recommended
by the Congress to all the States) to be observed as a Day of public THANKSGIVING and PRAYER:—
That all the People may assemble on that Day, to celebrate the Praises of our Divine Benefactor,
—to confess our Unworthiness of the least of his Favours,—and to offer our fervent Supplications
to the GOD of all Grace, that it may please Him to pardon our heinous Transgressions, and incline
our Hearts for the future to keep all his Laws,—to comfort and relieve our Brethren who are in
any wise afflicted or distressed,—to smile upon our Husbandry and Trade,—to direct our public
Councils,—and lead our Forces by Land and Sea to Victory,—to take our illustrious Ally under His
special Protection, and favour our joint Councils and Exertions for the Establishment of speedy
and permanent Peace,—to cherish all Schools and Seminaries of Education—and to cause the
Knowledge of Christianity to spread over all the Earth.

GIVEN at the Council-Chamber in Boston, the Eighth Day of November, in the Year of our Lord One
Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty, and in the Fifth Year of the Independence of the United States of
America.

JOHN HANCOCK.
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By His Excellency's Command, JOHN AVERY, Sec'y.

GOD save the PEOPLE of the United States!

Give Notice that the second Bell will begin to ring at eleven of the Clock
Dec 1780 Thanksgiving
Rec d. M. Jackson Brookline
41/7


