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Relief of Prisoners for Debt.

AN ACT

For the Ease and Relief of Prisoners for Debt. Passed, 21st June, 1782

WHEREAS the detaining Prisoners for Debt in Goal who have no visible Means, or rational Prospect of
discharging their Debts while they are held in Prison, but become more deeply involved, is a great Damage
to the Creditors, as well as the Prisoners and their Families, and when they are capable of Preamble.
Labour, their Detention becomes a public Loss:

Moreover, the confining Prisoners for Debt with Criminals, is not expedient, nor any Ways suited to their
different Circumstances:

Therefore,

BE IT ENACTED by the COUNCIL and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the Authority of the same, it is hereby enacted, That when any Person shall be committed to Prison, or
is now detained there upon Execution for Debt, if the judgment on which it is or shall be granted,
was or shall be given on any proper action of Debt, covenant, or contract, in which a certain Sum
shall be found actually Conditions on which a Prisoner may be admitted to take the Oath. due to the
plaintiff, or was so found on the judgment already given, and not otherwise, who had not at the Time
of such Commitment, or shall not have at the Time of his Commitment, any visible or other known
Estate exceeding the value of the Sum of Ten Pounds, and no Person appearing to pay the Debt, or
give security to the Creditor, for the same, or some way compound or settle with him or them, within
two months after such Commitment, such Prisoner shall have liberty to Petition the Court, awarding
such Execution, or in time of Vacation, any two of the Justices of said Court, to admit him to take
before them, the following Oath, namely:

“I do solemnly swear, That I am not the owner of any real or personal Estate in possession or
reversion or remainder, nor in the possession of any Person or Persons for me of the value of
Six Pounds Lawful Money (exclusive of one necessary suit of apparel) at any just and reasonable
valuation, nor Oath. have I since the commencement of the action, on which the Judgment was
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obtained, by virtue of which and the Execution thereon I am now detained and held Prisoner, any
way embezzled, destroyed, concealed, or transferred any such Estate with a view of defrauding any
of my Creditors, or changed the possession of the same for that purpose, or for any advantage to
myself, or any depending on me for Support & subsistance, nor any way directly or indirectly done
any thing like it or with a view to accomplish such a design; and I also add, that I have not at any time
with a view and design of injuring, defrauding, or delaying Payment of my just Debt, done any of the
matters and things herein before mentioned, by any ways or means whatsoever. So help me God. ”

Which Oath shall be repeated by those who take it.

Z And

290

And such Court or Justices shall order the Clerk of the said Court to notify the Creditor or Creditors,
it in this State or the Clerk to notify the Creditors, &c. Attorney who appeared in the Cause, or any
Factor or Agent of such Creditor or Creditors, if not inhabiting in this State as aforesaid, that such
Petition is then laying before the Court or Justices, and when, and where, the said Oath is to be
administered, giving reasonable time for the Parties attendance, or the Attorney, Agent or Factor,
or the Plaintiff, having regard to the distance, he or they are to travel. And the said Oath being
duly administered, the Prisoners satisfying the Prison Keeper for past Charges, shall forthwith
be dismissed from Prison, unless the Creditor, or Creditors, their respective Attorney, Factor or
Agent, will engage to pay the Prison-Keeper the sum of Five Shillings Lawful Money per Week, to be
paid Weekly, or otherwise as may be agreed with the Prison-Keeper, towards the support of such
Prisoner, and in default of performance by the space of thirty Days after such Payment becomes
due, the Prison-Keeper shall discharge the Prisoner.

Fine for the Prison-Keeper to defraud a Prisoner of his Allowance. And if the Prison Keeper shall
defraud the Prisoner, of any part of such Allowance, upon Complaint and Proof thereof to the
Satisfaction of the respective Court, from whence such Execution issued, the Prison-Keeper shall
forfeit and pay the sum of Ten Pounds like Money for the use of the Prisoner, for which Sum the
respective Courts are hereby authorized to issue Execution immediately, without further Process.

And be it further enacted, That any Person imprisoned for Debt or Claim thereof, upon mean
Process, or Execution founded on any of the Actions aforesaid, shall be permitted and allowed Any
Person imprisoned for Debt to have a Chamber. to have a Chamber, and Lodging in any Houses or
Apartments, belonging to such Prison and Liberty of the Yard thereto belonging, in the Day Time
only, but not to pass, without the Limits of the Prison, which Limits are hereby established, and
restrained to be within one Hundred and Fifty Feet of the walls of the Prison, upon reasonable
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Payment to be made to the Prison-Keeper, for said Chamber, not exceeding One Shilling Per Week;
such Prisoner giving Bond, to the Sheriff with two sufficient Sureties, being Freeholders in the State,
to be bound jointly and severally, in double the Sum, for which such Person is confined, with a
Condition underwritten, in the Form following, viz.

“The Condition of the above Obligation is such, that if the above bounden—now Prisoner in the
Goal in—at the Suit of Condition of the Bond —do and shall from henceforth continue to be a true
Prisoner, in the Custody, Guard, and safe Keeping of—Keeper of the said Prison or his Successor,
and in the Custody, Guard and safe Keeping of his Deputy, Officer, Servants or some one of them,
within the Limits of said Prison, as by Law established, until 291 until he shall be lawfully discharged,
without committing any Escape until such Discharge, then this Obligation to be void, or else to abide
in full Force and Virtue.”

The Blanks in said Condition to be filled up as the respective Cases may require: the Obligation to be
made to the Sheriff of the respective Counties or his Successor in said Office.

And in Case of any Escape by such Prisoner, his Bond shall In case of Escape the Bond to be
transferred be transferred and assigned over to the Creditor or Creditors, by the Sheriff, with full
Power to enable him or them to put the same in Suit in the Name of such Sheriff, or his Successor,
and the Creditor shall recover his Debt, and Damage, with such Sums as have been expended for the
Prisoner's weekly Support, by Force of this Act against the Principal, and Sureties, or any of them, to
be chancered by the Court, which shall be a full Indemnity to the Sheriff for such Escape. Provided
such Sureties be approved as sufficient by the Court or Justices who shall administer the Oath as
aforesaid, and no other Security shall be accepted in such Cases.

And be it further enacted, that if any Prisoner shall be detected of any Fraud, Deceit, or Falshood, in
the Management of a Prisoner detected of Fraud not to be benefited. his Estate, real or personal, to
take the Advantage of this Act, he shall not be allowed the same, but shall remain a Prisoner, as if
this Act had not been in Force.

And it is hereby further enacted, that the Oath aforesaid, and the Liberty granted thereupon, shall not
be to any Prisoner, a Oath &c. not discharge. Discharge or Release of the Debt or Damages for which
he was imprisoned, but shall pay the same together with the weekly Charges which shall arise as
aforesaid, if he shall, after such Liberty, acquire or obtain any Estate sufficient to pay the same, or be
in Circumstances capable of so doing, and the Judgment shall remain uncancelled or not discharged,
until it shall be satisfied. AN
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Charters. Act preventing British Subjects.

AN ACT

For allowing a further Time to those Persons holding Passed 21st. June, 1782. Lands within this State,
under Charters granted by the late Governors, for recording the same.

Preamble. WHEREAS many Persons holding Lands under Charters granted as aforesaid, (by various
Circumstances) may have been deprived the Benefit of recording their Charters within the Times heretofore
limited, and it appearing to be reasonable that a further Time should be allowed such Persons for that
Purpose:

Enacting Clause. BE IT therefore ENACTED by the COUNCIL and HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES in
General Assembly convened, and by the Authority of the same, That the Term of nine Months from and
after the passing of this Act, be allowed to such Persons who hold Lands in this State under Charters
granted as aforesaid, for recording the same, any Law to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.

AN ACT

In Addition to an Act passed November the twenty-eighth, Passed June 21, 1782. One Thousand,
Seven Hundred and “Eighty-one, entitled “An Act for preventing the Subjects “of his Britannic Majesty
and all other Persons “inimical to the United States of North-America, “from prosecuting Actions,
serving as Jurors, “or acting as Town Officers within this State. ”

WHEREAS the Oath and Affirmation in said Act mentioned, extended to and were required of Plaintiffs,
who Preamble. should bring forward an Action in any Court of Record, or before any Justice of the
Peace, Grand and Petit Jurors, Taverners, and Retailers of spirituous Liquors, and of Selectmen, Assessors,
and other Town Officers only; which Extension and Requirement have been found by Experience to be
ineffectual for answering the good and salutary Purposes in and by said Act intended; as many of the
Persons who claim Priviledges as Inhabitants of this State may, (though Subjects of his Britannic Majesty
and inimical to the United States) vote at Town Meetings for Persons to fill up the most important Offices,
and thereby in a great Measure defeat the Ends by the said Act designed.

For the Purpose therefore of carrying the Intentions of said Act into full Effect: BE
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