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BUSINESS CONVENTION.

The Whig State Central Committee, having been directed by a convention of members of the
legislature and of delegates of towns not represented by whigs, held at the State House in Boston
on the 27th of February, 1840, to call a state convention at such time and place as they might deem
proper—and the town of Worcester, and the 65th anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill having
been appointed as the place and time for the assembly—and it having been recommended to the
whigs of the several towns and cities to choose twice as many delegates as they were heretofore
entitled, respectively, to have members of the legislature, to represent them—in pursuance of this
invitation, and of previous notice, the delegates of the whole commonwealth assembled at the log
cabin in Worcester, on the seventeenth day of June, at nine o'clock in the morning, for the purpose of
selecting candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth, and for Electors
of President and Vice President of the United States.

The meeting was called to order by the Hon. Charles Allen, a member of the delegation of the town
of Worcester.

Philip Greely, Jr. Esq. of Boston, was elected Secretary pro tempore.

On motion of Isaac Livermore, Esq. of Cambridge,

Resolved, That the members of the State Central Committee be invited to take seats and act as
members of the convention.

On motion of G. W. Gordon, Esq. of Boston,

Resolved, That a committee be chosen of one member from each congressional district of the state,
for the purpose of reporting a list of officers for the organization of the convention.

The following gentlemen, nominated from the chair, were unanimously elected to constitute the
committee.

District No. 1. George W. Gordon of Boston.

2. Caleb Foote of Salem.
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3. Dennis Condry of Newbury.

4. Isaac Livermore of Cambridge.

5. Linus Child of Southbridge.

6. Cyrus Alden of Shelburne.

District No. 7. George Campbell of Pittsfield.

8. S. Bowles of Springfield.

9. Samuel G. Goodrich of Roxbury.

10. Charles J. Holmes of Taunton.

11. Elisha Pope of Sandwich.

12. Nathaniel Richardson of Hingham.

On motion of Mr. Adams of Newbury,

Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed to collect and examine the credentials of
delegates to the convention.

The following gentlemen were nominated and elected to constitute this committee.

Messrs. Adams of Newbury, Chapin of Worcester, Clifford of New Bedford, Joy of Nantucket, and
Thayer of Braintree.

Prayers were offered, in a solemn and impressive manner, by the Rev. Mr. Smalley of the Union
Church in Worcester, the whole convention preserving the most profound silence during the
religious exercises.

Mr. Adams, from the committee on credentials, reported that the committee had collected the
credentials, and laid the same on the table, and that a quorum of the delegates were present, which
report was accepted.

Mr. Gordon of Boston, from the committee appointed to present a list of officers for the convention,
reported, That the committee had attended to the duty assigned them, and recommended that the
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convention should be organized by the choice of a President, and one Vice President from each of
the fourteen counties of the commonwealth, and of four Secretaries—and proposed the names of
the following gentlemen as candidates for the offices designated.

President— Myron Lawrence, of Belchertown.

Vice Presidents—Nathan Gurney, for Suffolk County; Philip Bayley for Essex; Elisha Bartlett for
Middlesex; Aaron Tufts for Worcester; Mark Doolittle for Hampshire; Cyrus Knox for Hampden; P.
L. Cushman for Franklin; Calvin Martin for Berkshire; Nathaniel Miller for Norfolk; Artemas Hale for
Plymouth; Francis Baylies for Bristol; Ebenezer Bacon for Barnstable; George B. Upton for Nantucket;
Leavitt Thaxter for Dukes.

Secretaries—William Lincoln of Worcester; Henry Upham of Boston; J. Eddy of Fall River; William A.
Hawley of Northampton.

The report was unanimously accepted.

Mr. Lawrence was conducted to the chair by the Hon. Mr. Burnell of Nantucket, and, on taking
his place as President, addressed the convention in a brief and appropriate manner, expressing
his acknowledgements for the honor conferred upon him by the immense assembly, and
recommending the prompt despatch of the business of the meeting, that the result might be
reported to the body of the people at an early hour.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Foote of Salem, by unanimous consent, it was

Resolved, That the President be requested now to call for viva voce nominations from the convention
for candidates for the office of Governor of Massachusetts.

Whereupon the name of John Davis was shouted from all parts of the cabin.

Hon. Isaac C. Bates of Northampton, Hon. Leverett Saltonstall of Salem, Hon. Samuel Hoar of
Concord, Hon. Charles Jackson of Boston, Hon. George Grennell of Greenfield, were also put on the
list.

The name of John Davis being first, it was resolved that the vote of the convention should be taken on
that nomination.
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The question was then put by the President, ‘Gentlemen, is it your pleasure that John Davis be the
candidate of the people of Massachusetts for their governor during the ensuing political year?’ and
the whole convention responded ‘Aye.’

The question was then put, ‘Will those of a contrary opinion answer no?’—but there was not one
single dissenting voice. So John Davis was nominated by unanimous acclamation. The whole body of
the convention rose and confirmed their vote by nine prolonged cheers for ‘ Honest John Davis. ’

On motion of Mr. Child of Southbridge, it was unanmously

Resolved, That the President of the convention be requested to call for viva voce nominations of
candidates for the office of lieutenant governor of the commonwealth during the ensuing political
year.

The name of His Honor George Hull was responded. The names of Hon. Isaac C. Bates of
Northampton, Hon. Seth Sprague Jr. of Duxbury, Hon. Francis Baylies of Taunton, Hon. Joseph
Grennell of New Bedford, Hon. Lewis Strong of Northampton, Hon. Samuel A. Elliot, Hon., Robert
C. Winthrop, and Hon. Abbot Lawrence of Boston, Hon. John Reed of Barnstable, Hon. Nathaniel
Silsbee of Salem, Hon. Samuel Hoar of Concord, Hon. George Grennell Jr. of Greenfield, Hon. Myron
Lawrence of Belchertown, Hon. Daniel P. King of Danvers, were put on the list of nomination. Several
of those gentlemen, who were present, rose and declined being considered as candidates.

The question being put by the President on the name of George Hull, he was nominated by
acclamation, without a dissenting voice and the vote was confirmed by three hearty and loud cheers.

On motion of Mr. Kinnicutt of Worcester,

Resolved, That the President of this convention, with five others, be appointed to notify the Hon. John
Davis and the Hon. George Hull of their nominations.

The following gentlemen were nominated and elected to fill the committee:—Messrs. Thomas
Kinnicutt of Worcester, Charles J. Holmes of Taunton, William Lawrence of Boston, Samuel B. Walcott
of Hopkinton, and Francis Baylies of Taunton.

On motion of Mr. Winthrop of Boston,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and report resolutions for the consideration of
the convention.
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The following gentlemen were appointed to form the committee:—

Messrs. Winthrop of Boston, Child of Southbridge, Lincoln of Lingham of New Bedford, Walley
of Roxbury, Thaxter of Edgartown, S. G. Goodrich of Roxbury, Hough of Gloucester, Kinsman of
Newburyport, Sproat of Taunton, Clifford of New Bedford, and Washburn of Worcester.

On motion of Mr. Burnell of Nantcket,

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of one member from each Congressional District, be chosen,
for the purpose of nominating two Electors of President and Vice President of the United States from
the State at large, and to receive and report the names of candidates for Electors from the several
districts.

The following gentlemen were nominated and elected to be the committee:

No. 1, Thomas Motley of Boston; No. 2, John P. Allen of Manchester; No. 3, Joshua Corbin of
Amesbury; No. 4, Levi Thaxter of Watertown; No. 5, Nathaniel P. Denny of Leicester; No. 6, Franklin
Ripley of Greenfield; No. 7, William Dwight of Springfield; No. 8, Elijah Vose of Dorchester; No. 9,
Benjamin Davenport of Mendon; No. 10, Charles B. Rising of Worthington; No. 11, Pardon G. Seabury
of N. Bedford; No. 12, William F. Sproat of Taunton.

Mr. Winthrop, from the committee on resolutions, reported the following, which were read and
unanimously accepted:

Resolved, That our beloved country calls aloud this day upon her sons, and with a voice hardly less
imploring than that with which she called five and sixty years ago on their Fathers, to rise up and
rescue her from misrule and oppression.

Resolved, That an Elective Despotism is not the Government which our Fathers fought for; and that
unless the tyrannical domination which now overshadows the liberties of this country be defeated in
its desperate efforts to perpetuate its power, the blood of Bunker Hill will have been shed in vain.

Resolved, That the administration of our National affairs for twelve years past has been one
continued scene of injustice and outrage—that the Constitution has been violated, the most solemn
Treaties trampled on, the Laws disregarded, the public Treasure seized and squandered, the People's
interests overlooked, the people's rights overleaped, and the People's will defied.
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Resolved, That the derangement of the currency, the confusion of the exchange, the depression of
prices, the reduction of wages, the stagnation of trade, and the general discontent and distress of
the People are the legitimate results of bad government, ruinous measures, and wrong-headed men.

Resolved, That we cannot repress our indignation, when we behold the rulers of the nation, instead
of applying themselves to repairing the mischiefs they have occasioned, engaged in devising new
modes of oppression, and urging forward the adoption of measures by which the wages of the
working man will be reduced still lower, and the bounties of the fishermen abolished altogether.

Resolved, That there can be no substantial and permanent relief from existing evils, and no sure
and lasting escape from other and even greater evils impending, but in a change of the National
Administration.

Resolved, That in WM. H. HARRISON of Ohio, we recognize the selected instrument by whom relief
is to be administered to the People—the destined agent of the People themselves, in restoring the
country to the prosperity and purity of its best and brightest days;—that his honesty, his ability,
his bravery, his patriotism, his true hearted democratic republicanism, having stood the test of
more than forty years of service, in peace and in war, can now alike dispense with the praises of his
friends, and defy the slanders of his enemies;—and that we pledge to him our unanimous support
for the presidency.

Resolved, That we have entire confidence in the integrity and capacity of JOHN TYLER of Virginia, and
that we cordially concur with the Harrisburg Convention, in associating his name with that of Gen.
Harrison's, for the two highest offices in the gift of the People.

Resolved, That we hereby nominate to our fellow citizens of Massachusetts, as their candidate for
Governor at the next election, JOHN DAVIS of Worcester, now a Senator of the United States; that
we present him to them not merely as an honest man, an able statesman, and a true Whig, but
more especially as one who has recently rendered the highest service to the Commonwealth and
the Country, in exposing the designs of the National Administration to reduce the wages of labor in
the United States to the standard of the old hard-money despotisms of Europe; and that we regard
the calumnies and denunciations which he has drawn down on himself by this fearless effort, as
giving him new and augmented claims to the confidence and gratitude of the industrious yeomanry
of Massachusetts.
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Resolved, That we hereby nominate for Lieut. Governor, GEORGE HULL of Sandisfield, who, by his
able and faithful services, has rendered himself worthy of the continued and cordial support of the
Whigs of Massachusetts.

Resolved, That we rejoice in the glorious assurance which now greets us from every quarter of
the country, that such a change is about to be accomplished, and that we hail with rapture the
simultaneous rising of the People, from Maine to Florida, to vindicate their rights, and redress their
grievances.

Resolved, That deeply realizing the momentous consequences of the coming contest, to ourselves
and our posterity, we hereby devote ourselves, one and all, to an earnest, ardent, and untiring
preparation for it; determined that if the glorious victory which seems now just ready to perch upon
our banners, he not in the end secured, it shall not be from any want of fidelity, or want of exertion
on the part of the Whigs of Old Massachusetts.

Resolved, That when this meeting adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Bunker Hill, on the tenth of
September next, and that the remainder of the People of the Commonwealth be invited to meet us
there, to ratify these proceedings, and make final preparations for carrying them into effect.

Resolved, That the State Central Committee be authorized to make all necessary arrangements on
the occasion.

On motion

Resolved, That the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Winthrop of Boston, be requested to report the
resolutions adopted to the popular convention.

Mr. Burnell, from the committee to nominate electors, reported the following list.

Electors at Large.

Hon. Isaac C. Bates of Northampton.

Hon. Peleg Sprague of Boston.

Electors of the Districts.

District No. 1—Robert G. Shaw of Boston.
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2—Stephen C. Phillips of Salem.

3—Rufus Longley of Haverhill.

4—Sydney Willard of Cambridge.

5—Ira M. Barton of Worcester.

6—George Grennell of Greenfield.

7—Thaddeus Pomeroy of Stockbridge.

8—Samuel Mixter of New Braintree.

9—Thomas French of Canton.

10—Wilkes Wood of Middleboro'.

11—Joseph Tripp of Fairhaven.

12—John B. Thomas of Plymouth.

It was resolved that these gentlemen be unanimously recommended for the support of the people
as electors of President and Vice President.

The Hon. Joseph Grennell of New Bedford, who was originally reported as one of the electors at
large, declined being candidate for election.

On motion of Mr. Adams of Newbury,

Resolved, That the President of the convention report to the body of the people the nominations
which have been made, and accompany the announcement with such remarks as he may deem
proper.

On motion of Mr. Burnell of Nantucket,

Resolved, That the President and Secretaries be requested to inform the gentlemen named as
electors of their nomination.
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On motion of Mr. Adams of Newbury,

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be presented to the Rev. Mr. Smalley, for the able and
eloquent manner in which he performed religious services on the opening of the convention.

On motion of Mr. Child of Southbridge,

Resolved, That the thanks of the convention be presented to the Hon. Myron Lawrence, for the able,
dignified, and impartial manner in which he has presided over their deliberations.

On motion

Resolved, That the thanks of the convention be presented to the Vice Presidents and Secretaries for
the appropriate discharge of their respective duties.

On motion of Mr. Walley of Roxbury,

Resolved, That the thanks of the convention be tendered to the citizens of Worcester for their liberal
arrangements, and the kindness and hospitality of their reception of the delegates and people.

Resolved, That when the delegates separate, they repair to the standards of their respective counties,
to join in the procession of the people.

Resolved, That the convention do adjourn to meet with THE REMAINDER OF THE PEOPLE at Bunker
Hill, on the 10th of September next.


