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LIBERTY DAY The 19th of April in American History

EVENTFUL DAYS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY COMMEMORATED BY THE CELEBRATION OF
LEXINGTON'S GREAT DAY

WOULD we be justified in making the 19th of April a national holiday? This is a question worthy of
the most serious consideration of every patriotic American. ¶No single day can claim the honor
of being the anniversary of so many important events in the history of these United States. ¶As
April showers bring forth the beauties of spring, so April days have produced many of the most
eventful scenes in the growth of our Great Republic; but of them all, the 19th is pre-eminently the
most eventful. ¶A fact of no little importance is that Wednesday, the 19th of April, 1775, was the
first anniversary of Burke's great speech on “American Taxation.” ¶The richest legacy the world
ever received was inscribed in lines of blood upon the battle-ground of “Lexington Green,” and
registered by that ever memorable tribunal of American statesmanship in that Immortal Document
recognized throughout the world as “The Declaration of American Independence.” ¶The fruits of that
beneficent legacy have accumulated so rapidly during a single century that the liberties now enjoyed
by humanity outweigh the sum-total of all those secured through the combined efforts of mankind
since pre-historic times. ¶The realization of its lofty ideals is embodied in the Grandest Republic the
world has ever known. ¶Written in precious memory in the head lines of this the sublimest page
in American history are the illustrious names enrolled in Captain Parker's Company. ¶The famous
command of that sturdy farmer-captain: “Stand your ground; don't fire unless fired upon,” ought
to be graven in letters of gold on the threshold of every American home. ¶Paul Revere's ride and
message of April 18th were immortalized in a single day. But another message by another faithful
and universally trusted patriot was being written on the eighth anniversary of Revere's ride. ¶On
April 18, 1783, at headquarters, Newburg-on-the-Hudson, General Washington wrote Congress
regarding the proposed proclamation of peace: “I found it difficult to decide on the line of my duty.
I therefore called a full council of the general officers of the army on the occasion. It was their
unanimous judgment, that it would be equally impracticable and impolitic to attempt to suppress
the proclamation, and that it should be issued in this day's orders.” ¶So it was at Newburg on that
April night that a silent “steed” of steel “flying fearless and fleet” carried the message of peace: “The
commander-in-chief orders the cessation of hostilities between the United States of America and
the King of Great Britain, to be publicly proclaimed tomorrow at 12 o'clock,” April 19th. ¶And so
the American revolution opened and closed on the 19th of April, with an intervening space of eight
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uncertain years of unparalelled struggle for the independence of a people. ¶These two events alone
are of sufficient importance to cause us to make a holiday to be devoted to such meditation as no
other people can boast. ¶Washington said in his proclamation: “The liberties of our country being
fully acknowledged and firmly secured, by the smiles of Heaven,” “nothing now remains but for the
actors of this mighty scene to preserve a perfect, unvarying consistency of character through the
very last act.” “No disorder or licentiousness must be tolerated.” “Happy, thrice happy shall they be
pronounced hereafter, who have contributed anything, who have performed the meanest office in
erecting this stupendous fabric of freedom and empire on the broad basis of independency; who
have assisted in protecting the rights of human nature; and establishing an asylum for the poor
and oppressed of all nations and religions.” ¶When hostilities ceased on that April day in 1783, the
common interests of the English speaking peoples were once more joined together on the basis
of mutual good will which was reciprocated by the commanding generals of both armies in their
correspondence relating to the terms of peace, as appears in the following extracts:—

¶Gen. Carleton to Washington, April, 1783:—“Upon this great occasion, Sir, I am to offer my
strongest assurances, that, during the short period of my command here, I shall be ready and
earnest to cultivate that spirit of perfect good will, which, between the United States of America and
the King of Great Britain, and the subjects and citizens of both countries, will, I trust, always remain.”

¶Gen. Washington to Carleton, April, 1783:—“I thank your Excellency for the assurances you are
pleased to express, of your readiness to cultivate that spirit of perfect good will and conciliation,
which you wish would take place between the King of Great Britain and the United States, and the
citizens and subjects of both countries; and I beg, Sir, that you will please to accept a tender from
me of reciprocal good will and attention, accompanied with sincere congratulations on this joyful
restoration of peace and general tranquility, with an earnest wish, that, resting on the firm basis of
mutual interest and good will, it may prove as lasting as it is happy.”

¶Thus ended the great struggle of brother against brother; of blood against blood. But who would
have American history read differently? ¶Without our “Lexington” and “Valley Forge,” the story of
the American Revolution would seem tame and incomplete; and the order to cease hostilities might
have been long postponed. ¶Take away the story of the Cross, and the New Testament would cease
to be read with the same deep interest. ¶The world needed these great lessons, and we rightly set
aside certain days to commemorate them. ¶Massachusetts may well be proud of her high place in
American history; for hers was the first costly sacrifice; her sons were the first to fall in the defense
of Liberty in the two most important wars ever waged in the interest of humanity. ¶In 1861, April
19, the first blood of the Civil war was shed in the streets of Baltimore by Massachusetts soldiers;
and perhaps it may not be unjustly said that the closing scenes of this great drama took place in
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the solemn and impressive funeral services held, and orations delivered at our national capitol and
throughout the entire country on Wednesday, April 19, 1865, in memory of Abraham Lincoln. ¶May
we not truly compare these two revolutions in the following quotation?—“The war was over. On both
sides the soldiers had done their part well. Each believed itself in the right: each had acted as God
had given it to see the right. Far be it from our purpose to now recall old animosities, or open anew
wounds that time has healed. We live for the future, guided by our recollections of the past.”

“Under the sod and the dew, Waiting the judgment day, Love and tears for the ‘blue’, Tears and love
for the ‘gray.’.”

¶The universal sorrow for Lincoln was shared in by a united country. The “North and South Line” had
been washed away by the tears of one great family in common prayer.

“O Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the bells; Rise up—for you the flag is flung—for you the
bugle trills, For you bouquets and ribbon'd wreaths—for you the shores a-crowding, For you they
call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning;

Hear Captain! dear father! This arm beneath your head! It is some dream that on the deck, You've
fallen cold and dead.”

¶Beneath the folds of the “Stars and Stripes” floating at half-mast in every part of our land, seeds of
brotherly love and everlasting peace were planted. ¶Where in all history can we find the like of this
19th of April? ¶Let us then dedicate this day as a national holiday for sober reflection, the renewing
of our love for country, and our joy for peace. Let us call it not “Patriot;'s Day”—Washington's and
Lincoln's birthdays are our “Patriot's Days”—but Liberty Day, as Mr. Thayer, in his admirable “Atlantic”
article upon our holidays so fittingly said. Let us close the “evening” in accordance with Washington's
proclamation of 1783, with “Thanks to Almighty God for all his mercies, particularly for his overruling
the wrath of man to his own glory, and causing the rage of war to cease amongst the nations.” Thus
celebrating the day, we thereby lay the foundation for the grandest monument to patriotism and
humanity the world has ever known, adding block upon block each succeeding year, until all the
peoples of all the nations shall look up to the American Republic and with one voice say: give us
peace, “simple peace,” “peace sought in the spirit of peace; and laid in principles purely pacific,” now
and forevermore.

Arthur E. Horton.


