
Public meeting. At a meeting of the Jackson Democratic citizens of Iowa County, at the town of Mineral Point, on Saturday, the

22nd of August, 1835, Col. James H. Gentry was called to the chair ... [1835]. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.08400200

Public meeting. At a meeting of the Jackson Democratic citizens of Iowa County,
at the town of Mineral Point, on Saturday, the 22nd of August, 1835, Col. James H.
Gentry was called to the chair ... [1835].

PUBLIC MEETING.

At a meeting of the Jackson Democratic Citizens of Iowa County, at the town of Mineral Point, on
Saturday, the 22d of August, 1835, Col. JAMES H. GENTRY was called to the Chair, and Dr. Z. Chandler
was appointed Secretary.

The object of the meeting having been stated, on motion,

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, it is expedient at the present crisis, that the Jackson
Democratic Party of Western Michigan, should act in concert, and with unanimity in the election of
Delegate to Congress—for the promoting of this object, we recommend to our Jackson Democratic
Fellow Citizens, that a Convention from the counties of Millwakee, Brown, Crawford, Iowa, Dubuque,
and Des Moines, meet at the town of Dubuque, on Wednesday, the 30th day of September next, for
the purpose of nominating a Candidate as delegate to Congress, and that our fellow citizens in those
counties concur with us, by sending delegates to said Convention.

Resolved, That Charles Bracken, Doctor Edward McSherry, and Thos. J. Parish, Esq., be a committee
to draft an Address to the Jackson Democratic party of Western Michigan, expressive of the views of
this meeting regarding the present situation of this Territory.

The Committee having retired for a short time, reported the following address, which was
unanimously approved of:

TO THE JACKSON DEMOCRATS OF WESTERN MICHIGAN.

Fellow-Citizens —

The Eastern, or Peninsular section of this Territory, acting under the 5th article of the Ordinance of
the 13th of July, 1787, which provides for the admission into the Union of new States, to be formed
out of the Territory North-West of the river Ohio, when they shall have within their limits sixty
thousand free inhabitants, have proceeded to elect delegates to a Convention which met in May
last—That Convention have defined as the boundary of the State of Michigan, the limits originally
prescribed for the Territory by the act of Congress, approved January 11th, 1805. They have formed
a Constitution, and are about taking on themselves self-government. By the act of Congress of the
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18th of April, 1818, all that part of the North-West Territory north of Indiana and Illinois, and West of
Lake Michigan, was attached to, and made a part of, the Territory of Michigan, the country embraced
by the latter act, together with that section of country West of the Mississippi, acquired of the Sac &
Fox Indians, by the treaty of 1832, at Rock Island, compose the Western part of Michigan, or what is
expected to be the Territory of WISCONSIN.

We know not, from any official source, what steps the eastern section of the Territory are about to
take, but we have learned from unofficial sources, which may be relied on, that having formed a
Constitution for their State, they will not participate with us in the election of a Delegate to Congress
for the Territory; consequently, the responsibility will devolve on us, of selecting, from among
ourselves, an individual capable of discharging the important duty. By the ordinance of 1787, no
State to be formed out of the North West Territory, can obtain admission into the Union without the
action of Congress upon her Constitution, it is, therefore, evident, that the State of Michigan cannot
force the action of Congeess upon her's, or the admission of her delegation—and might not a case
arise, where an interested political party in Congress may, for the purpose of furthering their own
views, delay her admission into the Union until the expiration of the next session of Congress? Altho'
the State of Michigan has thrown us off, and slid her territorial government on that section of the
country West of the Lake, still, until her constitution is accepted and her delegates admitted into
Congress, she will be viewed and recognized as a part of this Territory, and the individual elected by
us, will be the only legitimate representative she will have in Congress.

It seems to us, that our eastern brethren have not viewed their situation in all its bearings—from the
dark &portentous cloud now hanging on her southern border, have they not shuffled on us with the
Territorial government, a high responsibility in requiring us to select from our sparse population, an
individual, to whom we could entrust the defence of her rights and our own!

Fellow-Citizens, at the first glance you will perceive the importance of this subject, and how cautious
we should be in selecting the individual to whom we entrust, not only our own rights, but the
rights of others. He should possess firmness, energy, patriotism, a thorough acquaintance with the
wants of the Territory, and withal, he should be a Democrat, firm and tried, one whose principles
are identified with the present administration of the general government. He should possess no
ordinary talents, for on the great question of our southern boundary, he would have arrayed against
him, the delegation of three powerful and interested States, with a representation of thirty-three
influential and talented members in the two houses of Congress. The delegation from these States,
acting from local views, disregarding the justice of our claim—disregarding the articles of compact
solemnly entered into, and which it is declared shall forever remain unalterable unless by common
consent, have on their side political weight and power, which, at the present juncture may enable
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them to carry their point, and turn the scales of justice against us.—This is fearful odds, against
which a delegate representing a Territory without political influence, would have to contend. He
would also have arrayed against him, a powerful and talented party in both houses of Congress,
or rather an amalgamation of parties, who are united at present for one common purpose, the
prostration of the Democracy of the Union, and the perpetuation of a corrupt and aristocratic
monied institution—their motto appears to be, that “the end will justify the means.”—This party
in the Senate, who have been hailed as the Saviours of the Constitution, have refused to admit
within the bar of the Senate, the delegate of Michigan, or hear him in defence of the chartered
rights of his constituents,—they have, by every effort, tried to paralize the administration of Gen.
Jackson; and a distinguished leader of that party has declared, that he would rather see our happy
and prosperous country visited with War, Pestilence, & Famine, than a successful termination of the
administration of our venerable Chief Magistrate, Could the curtain be removed, could you see
behind the scenes of the drama enacting in Ohio, you would see these Saviours of the Constitution
prompting Ohio to trample on and usurp the chartered rights of Michigan. This pie-bald party are
now playing a desperate game to win the next Presidency—they know the State of Michigan is
decidedly Democratic, and devoted to the principles of the present administration. Would it not be
a master stroke on their part, to prevent or delay her admission into the Union, and thereby deprive
the democratic candidate for the Presidency of her vote? In any event, would they not deprive the
administration of a reinforcement of two senatorial votes? Or would it not be politic in them, could
they embroil Ohio and Michigan, even to shedding of blood! Could they effect this, and compel the
President to interfere, would not their hireling and corrupt presses turn with denunciations against
Andrew Jackson & the distinguished individual who has been selected by the democracy of the Union
as his successor? Would not the charges be rung from Maine to Georgia, that under the corrupt,
kitchen cabinet Administration of Andrew Jackson, and his confidential adviser Martin Van Buren,
that American citizens have been brought to the shedding of each other's blood. Might they not,
by this means, have created a real panic, and for a time have prostrated and trampled down the
democracy of the Union!

But Michigan will not resist, acting under the watch-word of our party, that “the Union must be
preserved.” She will submit for the present to the usurpation of Ohio—seek a constitutional mode of
redress, and thereby counteract the schemes of these desperate political aspirants.

Fellow-Citizens, we will admit that among this party there are some honorable and patriotic men,
who are not initiated into the secrets of the arch intriguers, but who are acting with them from
conscientious motives—among these we cannot forbear naming the Hon. J. Q. ADAMS, the patriot
son of a patriot sire! one whom the leading-strings of party cannot hold, when the honor of his
country is involved. He can forget that he belongs to party, and feel, speak, and act like an American.
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This distinguished individual has endeared himself to the people of Michigan and Wisconsin, by
advocating their rights, although he may thereby have thwarted the views and designs of the party
to which he then belonged.

Fellow Citizens, should our local interest or personal considerations induce us to forget our
democratic principles so far, as to elect as our delegate, an individual connected with this party,
might he not betray us and our interests? Have we not learned from woful experience, that no
pledges will bind them?—and would we not poorly requite the confidence placed in us by the
democracy in the eastern section of the territory, by electing one whose principles are identified with
those of our common enemy? Therefore our only resource—our stay and hope—is in the democracy
of the Union.—Concert of action, with unanimity among ourselves, must ensure us success. The
day is not far distant, when Wisconsin will have the requisite population to enable her to throw off
her minority, and act for herself. To this event it is necessary that our attention be fixed, and by our
acts, shew the democracy throughout the Union, that when that day shall arrive, we are worthy to
fraternize with them. Hence the necessity of drawing the line of demarcation between the aristocracy and
ourselves, upon the very threshold of our political existence.

There is no means by which concert of action can be so well secured, as by a Territorial Convention—
It will enable many of us to become personally acquainted with each other, and offer an interchange
of those civilities which ought to exist among those who are contending for and maintaining the
great principles of Democracy. We are men who have fled from the aristocracy of the old States, to
seek liberty and equality in the far west. May our principles and rights be perpetuated, & may their
march be still westward to the Pacific Ocean!!

CHARLES BRACKEN,

EDW'D. McSHERRY,

THO. J. PARISH.

On motion, it was further

Resolved, That Aaron Boyce, and Isaac Whitiker of Grant, William Davidson & James R. Vineyard of
Platte, Thomas J. Parish and John Messersmith, sen'r. of Wisconsin, Maj. Thos. Jenkins and James
Morrison of Blue Mound, Charles Bracken and Robert C. Hoard of Peketonica, John McNulty, James
Nagle and Geo. F. Smith of Fever River Townships, be the delegates on the part of Iowa County, to
the said Convention.
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Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in the Galenian, published at Galena,
and all the democratic papers of this Territory.

Resolved, That five hundred copies of the address and proceedings of this meeting be published in
hand bill form.

J AMES H. GENTRY, Ch'n.

Z. Chandler, Sec'ry.


