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General Zachary Taylor. The friends of General Zachary Taylor, as the candidate of
the people for the station of President of the United States, assembled in obedience
to a public call, at the State Capitol of Michigan in the City of Detroit, on Thursday
evening, the 8th day ofJuly, 1847 to consider and adopt suitable measures for the
promotion of his election ... Detroit? 1847].

GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR.

The friends of General ZACHARY TAYLOR, as the candidate of the PEOPLE for the station of President
of the United States, assembled, in obedience to a public call, at the State Capitol of Michigan, in
the City of Detroit, on Thursday Evening, the 8th day of July, 1847, to consider and adopt suitable
measures for the promotion of his election.

Hon. JOHN NORVELL was appointed Chairman of the meeting, and DAVID E. HARBAUGH, Secretary.

On motion, Lansing B. Mizner, David E. Harbaugh, Sylvester Larned, Edward D. Ellis, William P.
Patrick, James Williams, W. W. Johnson, H. L. Skinner, and William Harsha, were appointed a
committee to report resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting.

The committee, having retired for a short time, returned, and, through their Chairman, Mr. Mizner,
reported the following resolutions:

1. Resolved, That the citizens of Michigan here assembled, regarding the sound intelligence, solid
judgment and devoted patriotism of General ZACHARY TAYLOR, as affording an ample and sure
guaranty of the wisdom and fidelity with which he would, if placed at the head of Government, guide
the vessel of state of this great confederacy of republics, do, on this occasion, in the exercise of their
constitutional and inalienable right, present him to the American people as their candidate for the
eminent station of President of the United States.

2. Resolved, That the services rendered by General TAYLOR to his country, from an early period
of his life to the present day; the unerring sagacity, the moderation and humanity, which be has
always displayed, amidst the conflicts of war, and in the capitulations for the cessation of arms;
the skill, firmness and invincible valor, which have distinguished his conduct in the prosecution of
hostilities with the Mexican government, on the brilliant battle-fields of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma,
Monterey, and Buena Vista, intimately associate his name with all the glories of the nation, and
entitle him to the highest honors within its gift.
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3. Resolved, That the feverish efforts of leading newspapers connected with the two great parties
which have heretofore divided the country, to deter the people from the expression of their feelings
in favor of General TAYLOR, are at war with the freedom of popular thought and action, and entirely
incompatible with that republican liberty which the press was established, and constitutionally
secured in the utmost latitude of discussion, to advance and support.

4. Resolved, That the Spirit of the Times, the improved devotion of the people, without party
distinction, to the public interests, and to the national character, so essentially produced by the
magnaminous course and the splendid achievements of General TAYLOR, demand the sacrifice of
all selfish aspirations, and the generous offerings of our whole energies, our hearts and souls, at the
altar of national union and the national welfare.

5. Resolved, That the association, in the same man, of the civic and military virtues and talents, is
no disqualification, presents no just objection, to the election of the patriot and soldier, equally
renowned for his wisdom in peace and his success in war, to the exalted station of President of the
United States.

6. Resolved, That the same penetration and firmness, which have directed the conduct of General
TAYLOR in the difficult and trying military operations in which he has been engaged, inspire us with
perfect confidence, that as chief magistrate he will call into his councils the best abilities, the most
enlarged experience, the purest patriotism, which the country can afford.

7. Resolved, That while the spirit of party is inseparable from all free government, it is always
pernicious when based on any other principle than that of constitutional liberty and law; and
that when directed and controlled by individual ambition and personal faction, it becomes the
instrument of mere mercenary views: It has, in every age, led to shocking enormities: It has
stimulated bitter and bloody persecutions: “The alternate domination of one faction over another,
sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural to party dissension,” is of itself a frightful tyranny, and
impels to the establishment of a permanent despotism on the ruins of public liberty.

8. Resolved, That the period has arrived when, among the great mass of the people of the United
States, it has become emphatically true, that “every difference of opinion is not a difference of
principle; that we are all republicans; we are all federalists;” that at the call of the law, every man
would fly to the standard of the law, and would not only meet invasions of the public order as his
own personal concern, but would promptly resort to arms for the public defence, to advance the
interests and vindicate the honor of the nation.
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9. Resolved, That the federal constitution having received, in regard to its provisions generally, a
settled republican construction, its sound future and practical exposition, by all branches of the
government, may be safely relied on; and that the patriotic declaration of General TAYLOR, that he
will yield his services to no call which does not proceed from the free will and spontaneous action of
the nation at large, meets the cordial approbation, and is entitled to the unqualified thanks, of this
meeting, and of the whole American people.

10. Resolved, That his refusal to render himself subservient to mere party schemes evinces
a firmness of purpose, an elevation of sentiment, a freedom from all the influences and
blandishments of popularity and power, rivalling the best days of Washington, Jefferson and
Madison.

11. Resolved, That the history of nominations by party conventions, on both sides, presents an almost
unvarying scene of violated pledges, disregard of popular instructions, and indifference to the
popular will; and that we earnestly invoke the co-operation of our fellow citizens throughout the
union, of every shade of political difference, in holding town, county and other meetings of freemen,
for the purpose of concentrating public action in carrying into effect the will of the people, already
expressed in tones deep and loud, in favor of the election of General ZACHARY TAYLOR, in 1848, to
the office of Chief Magistrate of the United States.

12. Resolved, That the American people, whatever may be their locality or their candid party
principles, may, with implicit confidence, commit the administration of the government to the
guidance of the PATRIOT SOLDIER, who was born for the union in the school of Washington, and
bred for the perpetuation of its republican government in the school of Jefferson and Madison.

13. Resolved, That the practice, which has for several years prevailed, of requiring candidates for the
presidency to make public profession of their opinions on the passing political topics of the times,
is a departure from the example set in the earlier and purer days of the republic; that it would be
unnessary for General TAYLOR to respond to calls of the kind; that no man ought to be elected to
the presidency, whose integrity, character, principles and patriotism have not been made sufficiently
manifest by his past life and conduct, and that the chief executive magistrate of a country like this
ought to be left free and untrammelled to act according to its varying circumstances and exigencies.

Mr. Robert E. Ward, Mr. George C. Bates, Mr. H. H. Emmons, Mr. David Stuart, Mr. D. E. Harbaugh,
Mr. E. Prentiss, Mr. Ellis and Dr. I. S. Smith, having addressed the meeting, presenting their respective
and various views upon the Presidential question, and the topics connected with it, the Resolutions
were unanimously adopted.
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On motion of Mr. Harbaugh,

Resolved, That a committee of five persons, the Chairman to be one of them, be appointed to
correspond with the friends of General TAYLOR throughout the Union, for the purpose of producing
a cordial and zealous co-operation, in the promotion of his election to the Presidency.

The committee consists of John Norvell, David E. Harbaugh, Lansing B. Mizner, Sylvester Larned, and
W. W. Johnson.

On motion of Mr. Ellis,

Resolved, That a committee of five persons be appointed to correspond and consult with the friends
of General TAYLOR throughout the state of Michigan, with the view to the early formation of a Taylor
Electoral Ticket.

The Committee consists of Edward D. Ellis, Dr. Isaac S. Smith, Asa P. Mormon, William P. Patrick and
William Harsha.

On motion of Mr. Ellis,

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and that
the Editors of newspapers in the City of Detroit, and throughout the State of Michigan, friendly to a
free discussion by the People of the merits and claims of Presidential candidates, and the Editors of
Newspapers in our sister States, be requested to publish the same.

JOHN NORVELL, Chairman.

David E. Harbaugh, Secretary.
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