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Proclamation by Alexander Ramsey. Governor of the State of Minnesota ... do
hereby set apart the twenty-seventh day of the present month of November, as a
day of Thanksgiving to Almighty God for his wonderful mercy towards us ... Given
under my hand and the great seal of the State, atthe City of St.Paul, this third day
of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two.
Alexander Ramsey. [St. Paul, 1862].

PROCLAMATION BY ALEXANDER RAMSEY, Governor of the State of Minnesota.

WHEREAS, it is meet and in accordance with good and cherished custom of our fathers worthy to
be “a statute forever in all our dwellings,” that the people “when they have gathered the fruit of the
land,” should “keep a feast unto the Lord,” in commemoration of His goodness, and by a public act
of Christian worship, acknowledge their dependence as a community upon Him in whose hands the
kingdoms of the earth are but as dust in the balance.

Therefore, I, ALEXANDER RAMSEY, Governor of the State of Minnesota, do hereby set apart the
TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF THE PRESENT MONTH OF NOVEMBER, as a Day of Thanksgiving to
Almighty God for his wonderful mercy towards us—for all the good gifts of His providence—for
health and restored domestic peace—and the measure of general prosperity which we enjoy.

Especially let us recognize His mercy in that He has delivered our borders from the savage enemies
who rose up against us, and cast them into the pit they had privily dug for us; that our friends have
been rescued from the horrors of captivity, and that our homes and household treasures are now
safe from the violence of Indian robbers and assassins.

And let us praise Him for the continued preservation of the Government of our Fathers, from the
assaults of traitors and rebels; for the sublime spirit of patriotism, and courage, and constancy
with which He has filled the hearts of its defenders; for the victories won by the valor of our troops;
for the glorious share of Minnesota in the struggles and triumphs of the Union cause; for the
safety of her sons who have passed through the fire of battle unseathed, and the honorable fame
of the gallant dead; for the alacrity and devotion with which our citizens have rushed from their
unharvested fields to the standard of the nation; and, above all, for the assurance that their toils,
and perils, and wounds, and self-devotion, are not in vain; for the tokens, now manifest, of His will,
that, through the blood and sweat of suffering and sacrifice, the nation is to be saved from its great
calamity, and the great crime of which it is at once the effect and punishment; and that behind the
thunders, and lightnings, and clouds of the tempest, the awful form of Jehovah is visible, descending
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in fire upon the mount, to renew the broken tablets of the Constitution, and proclaim FREEDOM as
the condition and the law of a restored and regenerated Union.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State, at the City of St. Paul, this third day of
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two.

ALEXANDER RAMSEY.

By the Governor, JAMES H. BAKER, Secretary of State.
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