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State of New-Hampshire. In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
forty-three. The Committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the resolutions
directing them to inquire into the expediency of instructing our Senators and
requesting our Representatives in Congress, to use their efforts to abolish the Military
Academy at West Point, having has the same under consideration, unanimously
report the following preamble and resolutions ... Approved June 30, 1843.

State of New-hampshire.

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty=three.

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution directing them to inquire
into the expediency of instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives in Congress,
to use their efforts to abolish the Military Academy at West Point, having had the same under
consideration, unanimously report the following preamble and resolutions:

PREAMBLE.

The military defence of our country is doubtless one of the most important duties imposed upon the
people by the framers of the national constitution. This requirement being imposed upon the great
mass, it then follows, as a matter of course, with the imposition of this obligation upon the people,
the citizen soldiery, that the general government is in duty bound to make all proper provisions
for disseminating military knowledge, and for disciplining not only officers, but soldiers also, in
the art of war, that thus we may at all times be prepared for any and all emergencies whatever.
All governments that do not discriminate between military systems, and adopt that which is most
congenial with the principles of their State policies, are guilty of political suicide. We are well aware
that although a standing army and its consequent evil, a military aristocracy, may be congenial
with the genius of monarchical governments, and necessary for the safety of the same; yet with
a government like ours, it is not only unnecessary, but incompatible and absolutely dangerous to
the safety of our free institutions; and the only safe and proper substitute is the militia—the citizen
soldiery. Power deposited in their hands is always safe, and never will be exhibited in practice,
except in repelling the invaders of our country. It is a fact well known probably to all, that the general
government annually expends more money for the support of the military defences than for any
other object; and it may not be improper for the people to know how and where it is expended.

One very important item in the account, is the annual large appropriations for the support of the
Military Academy at West Point, in addition to the large sums expended to establish the institution.
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And why this expenditure? Does the good of the country demand it? We are of opinion that whatever
this institution may have been in its early state, it certainly does not at the present time, as we
believe, answer the purpose that the country have a right to expect from an institution of this kind.
We consider it no less than a charity school of aristocracy—that its influence and practices are wholly
and entirely inconsistent with the genius of our republican institutions, decidedly hostile to our
militia, and subversive of the rights of the citizen soldiery. Provision is made by law for educating
two hundred and fifty cadets at this seminary, at the public expense, and to complete the course of
instruction, requires four years. The number of graduates annually, therefore, cannot exceed sixty-
two, and for the last thirty years has not averaged more than about forty; and the people are taxed
to the amount of from five to six thousand dollars for every officer educated here. Notwithstanding
this heavy tax on the public, it does not, in the most remote degree, aid in the discipline of the
militia.

The organization of the seminary is also in direct violation of the fundamental principles of our
republican policy of government, which guaranties that stations of honor, trust and emolument shall
be equally open to all. The regulations of the department require that the vacancies for offices that
occur in the army, shall be filled by the graduates of West Point, and by them only. The consequence
of such an arrangement is that every young man in the United States, who has attained the age of
twenty-one years, unless he happen to be one of the select two hundred and fifty, whom executive
favor has placed in this public charity school, to be educated at the public expense, is utterly and
forever excluded from holding any office of honor, trust or emolument in the military service of
our country, however meritorious and deserving he may be for the trust. And this brings us to
another very objectionable feature in this institution, which is the mode of selecting candidates
for this the school. This is made a mere matter of favoritism, and young men almost invariably
are taken from the families of rich, influential men—young men, too, who have been brought up
in a manner that would better fit them for the drawing-room than the tented field. They in th at
is way obtain a finished education at the expense of the public, as well as a reputation among the
fashionables of the day. After having obtained an education, when their services in the field are
needed, they, many of them, tender their resignations instead of their services. It has been stated
on good authority that during the first year of the Florida war, one hundred and seventeen officers
resigned, and during the war, between two and three hundred of these dandy officers actually sent
in their resignations. Thus, after educating them, the government is not able to command their
services when most needed, and it is a notorious fact, that government was much troubled for want
of officers during the conflict with the Seminole savages. We would not be understood as saying or
intimating that good officers do not come forth from this school, but we do pretend to say, that we
believe that the evils connected with and growing out of its ill management, are of such magnitude
that its perpetuity is entirely unjustifiable. If our militia has depreciated in efficiency, it may to a great
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degree be attributed to the baneful influence of this nucleus of aristocracy, which has already cost
the government more than eight millions of dollars.

It is to be regretted that this school, after having been in full operation on its present enlarged plan
more than thirty years, graduating forty or upwards annually, making in all from twelve to fifteen
hundred, at an expense of more than $200,000 annually, and yet it fails to furnish officers for our
small military defence, except in times of actual peace.

The minority of the board of visitors appointed to visit West Point, June 25th, 1840, in their report,
use the following language:—“During the period of panic, while the Seminoles were butchering our
fellow citizens in Florida, the graduates of West Point in large numbers resigned their commissions.
Having received an education from the country, which enabled them to command a salary of a few
more dollars annually, in civil life, than that paid for defending the lives and property of our people
at the posts of danger, they hesitated not to embrace it, and in this exigency the government had
to seek from the ranks and ploughmen, men of talents and spirit to supply their places. When we
compare the spirit and patriotism of the ancient American soldiery with the resignations which have
taken place since the commencement of the Seminole hostilities, the contrast is humiliating.”

What compensation have the people received in return for the vast sum of money expended on this
institution since its establishment? Let the events of the inglorious Florida war, contrasted with the
daring and brilliant achievements of our citizen soldiers against the Indians, when their energies
were directed by a Clarke, a Wayne, a Harrison, a Jackson, a Johnson, whose education never cost the
people a cent, answer the question.

It is the duty of statesmen, legislators and patriots to inquire into the cause of all public abuses and
evils, and provide such remedies as they, in their wisdom, may deem most conducive to the public
weal. Your committee, therefore, subjoin the accompanying resolutions for your consideration:

1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened, That the Military
Academy at West Point is undeserving of our further patronage and support, and our Senators in
Congress are instructed and our Representatives are requested, not only in future to vote against
all appropriations for the support of the aforesaid institution, but to vote for and use their efforts to
have the same entirely abolished.

2. Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to transmit to each of said Senators and
Representatives, an authenticated copy of the foregoing resolution.

SAMUEL SWASEY, Speaker of the House of Representatives.
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TITUS BROWN, President of the Senate.

Approved June 30, 1843.

HENRY HUBBARD, Governor.

A true copy—Attest,

THOMAS P. TREADWELL, Secretary of State.
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