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The association of the sons of liberty, of New-York. It is essential to the freedom
and security of a free people, that no taxes be imposed upon them but by their own
consent, or their representatives ... [Dated] New-York, November 29, 1773.

THE ASSOCIATION OF THE SONS OF LIBERTY, OF NEW-YORK.

IT is essential to the Freedom and Security of a Free People, that no Taxes be imposed upon them
but by their own Consent, or their Representatives. For “what Property have they, in that, which
another may, by Right, take when he pleases, to himself?” The Former is the undoubted Birthright of
Englishmen, to secure which, they expended Millions, and sacrificed the Lives of Thousands. And yet,
to the Astonishment of all the World, and the Grief of America, the Commons of Great-Britain, after
the Repeal of the memorable and detestable Stamp Act, reassumed the Power of imposing Taxes on
the American Colonies, and insisting on it, as a necessary Badge of Parliamentary Supremacy, passed
a Bill, in the seventh Year of his present Majesty's Reign, imposing Duties on all Glass, Painters
Colours, Paper, and Teas, that should after the 20th of November, 1767, be “imported from Great-
Britain, into any Colony or Plantation in America. ” This Bill, after the Concurrence of the Lords,
obtained the Royal Assent. And thus, they, who from Time immemorial, have exercised the Right
of giving to, or withholding from the Crown, their Aids and Subsidies, according to their own free
Will and Pleasure, signified by their Representatives in Parliament, do, by the Act in Question, deny
us, their Brethren in America, the Enjoyment of the same Right. As this Denial, and the Execution
of that Act, involves our Slavery, and would sap the Foundation of our Freedom, whereby we
should become Slaves to our Brethren and Fellow Subjects, born to no greater Stock of Freedom
than the Americans; the Merchants and Inhabitants of this City, in Conjunction with the Merchants
and Inhabitants of the ancient American Colonies, entered into an Agreement to decline a Part
of their Commerce with Great-Britain, until the abovementioned Act should be totally repealed.
This Agreement operated so powerfully to the Disadvantage of the Manufacturers of England,
that many of them were unemployed. To appease their Clamours, and to provide the Subsistence
for them, which the Non-Importation Agreement had deprived them of, the Parliament in 1770,
repealed so much of the Revenue Act as imposed a Duty on Glass, Painters Colours, and Paper,
and left the Duty on Tea, as a Test of the Parliamentary Right to Tax us. The Merchants of the Cities
of New York and Philadelphia, having strictly adhered to the Agreement, so far as it related to the
Importation of Articles subject to an American Duty; have convinced the Ministry, that some other
Measure must be adopted, to execute Parliamentary Supremacy, over this Country; and to remove
the Distress brought on the East India Company, by the ill Policy of that Act. Accordingly, to increase
the Temptation, to the Shippers of Tea from England, an Act of Parliament passed the last Session,
which gives the whole Duty on Tea, the Company were subject to pay, upon the Importation of it
into England, to the Purchasers, and Exporters; and when the Company have Ten Millions of Pounds
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of Tea, in their Warehouses, exclusive of the Quantity they may want to ship, they are allowed to
export Tea, discharged from the Payment of that Duty, with which they were before chargeable. In
Hopes of Aid in the Execution of this Project, by the Influence of the Owners of the American Ships,
Application was made, by the Company, to the Captains of those Ships, to take the Tea on Freight;
but they virtuously rejected it. Still determined on the Scheme, they have chartered Ships to bring
over the Tea to this Country, which may be hourly expected, to make an important Trial of our Virtue.
If they succeed in the Sale of that Tea, we shall have no Property that we can call our own, and then
we may bid adieu to American Liberty.—Therefore, to prevent a Calamity, which, of all others, is the
most to be dreaded,—Slavery, and its terrible Concomitants,—We the Subscribers, being influenced
from a Regard to Liberty, and disposed to use all lawful Endeavours, in our Power, to defeat the
pernicious Project, and to transmit to our Posterity, those Blessings of Freedom, which our Ancestors
have handed down to us; and to contribute to the Support of the Common Liberties of America,
which are in danger to be subverted, DO, for those important Purposes, agree to associate together,
under the Name and Stile of the SONS of LIBERTY, of NEW YORK, and engage our Honour, to and
with each other, faithfully to observe and perform the following RESOLUTIONS, Viz.

1st. Resolved, That whoever shall aid, or abet, or in any Manner assist, in the Introduction of Tea,
from any Place whatsoever, into this Colony, while it is subject by a British Act of Parliament, to the
Payment of a Duty, for the Purpose of raising a Revenue in America, he shall be deemed, an Enemy to
the Liberties of America.

2d. Resolved, That whoever shall be aiding, or assisting, in the Landing, or carting of such Tea, from
any Ship, or Vessel, or shall hire any House, Storehouse, or Cellar, or any Place whatsoever, to
deposit the Tea, subject to a Duty as aforesaid, he shall be deemed, an Enemy to the Liberties of
America.

3d. Resolved, That whoever shall sell, or buy, or in any Manner contribute to the Sale, or Purchase of
Tea, subject to a Duty as aforesaid, or shall aid, or abet, in transporting such Tea, by Land, or Water,
from this City, until the 7th. Geo. III. Chap. 46, commonly called the Revenue Act, shall be totally, and
clearly repealed, he shall be deemed, an Enemy to the Liberties of America.

4th. Resolved, That whether the Duties on Tea, imposed by this Act, be paid in Great Britain, or in
America, our Liberties are equally affected.

5th. Resolved, That whoever shall transgress any of these Resolutions, we will not deal with, or
employ, or have any Connection with him.

NEW-YORK, November 29, 1773.
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To the Friends of Liberty and Trade, of the City and County of New-York.

GENTLEMEN.

THE celebrated Pennsylvania Farmer, having been frequently called upon in Public, to give his
Sentiments relative to the Measures that should be adopted to Baffle the present Design of the
Ministry, and the India Company, to enslave America, He is, from the Stile, and other Considerations,
supposed to be the Author of the following Letter, published in Philadelphia which is republished,
for your Information. And it's Material to observe, that he recommends to the Inhabitants of that
City, to pursue the same Steps which have been taken here, by the Association of the Sons of Liberty,
of this City, a Copy of which, you have on the other Side. Many of the respectable Inhabitants, have
already signed it, and those who are disposed to give a decent and firm Opposition, to the Design of
en slaving the Colonies, are hereby invited to accede to it. The COMMITTEE of the ASSOCIATION.

New York, December 4, 1773.

A LETTER from the Country, to a Gentleman in Philadelphia.

My Dear Friend,

I AM very sorry for the Piece of Intelligence you were pleased to communicate to me, in your last.
— Five Ships, loaded with TEA, on their Way to America! And this with a View, not only to enforce the
Revenue Act, but to establish a Monopoly for the East India Company, who have espoused the Cause
of the Ministry; and hope to repair their broken Fortunes, by the Ruin of American Freedom, and
Liberty! No Wonder the Minds of the People are exasperated, as you say, to a Degree of Madness.
The Scripture tells us: “ Oppression will make a wife Man mad. ” And when Insolence is joined with
Oppression, I should deem him not far from a Fool, or Idiot, who did not feel a Degree of Madness.
Pray, have you heard, whether they, and the Ministry have not made a Property of US, and whether
We, our Wives, and Children, together with the hard earned Fruits of our Labour, are not made over
to this, almost bankrupt Company, to augment their Stock, and to repair their ruined Fortune? Justice
seems to have forsaken the old World. Three public Robbers in Europe, have taken Possession of a
neighbouring Kingdom and divided it among themselves as lawful Booty. The Rights of free States
and Cities, are swallowed up in Power. Subjects are considered as Property. If I am well informed, not
longer ago than last Year, a Company of Merchants, in Spain, purchased from the King, the exclusive
Right of the Trade, of one of the most considerable Islands in the West Indies, and to endemnify
themselves for the purchase Money, are now carrying on that Trade, in a Manner that must ruin
every Inhabitant of that Island.—Are we in like Manner to be given up to the Disposal of the East
India Company, who have now the Assurance, to step forth in Aid of the Ministre, to execute his Plan,
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of enslaving America? Their Conduct in Asia, for some Years past, has given ample Proof, how little
they regard the Laws of Nations the Rights, Liberties, or Lives of Men.—They have levied War, excited
Rebellions, dethroned lawful Princes, and sacrificed Millions for the Sake of Gain.

The Revenues of mighty Kingdoms, have centered in their Coffers. And these not being sufficient
to glut their Avarice, they have by the most unparalled Barbarities, Extortions, and Monopolies,
stripped the miserable Inhabitants of their Property, and reduced whole Provinces to Indigence and
Ruin. Fifteen hundred Thousands, it is said, perished by Famine in one Year, not because the Earth
denied its Fruits; but this Company, and their Servants engrossed all the Necessaries of Life, and set
them at so high a Rate, that the Poor could not purchase them.—Thus having drained the Sources
of that immense Wealth, which they have for several Years past, been accustomed to amass, and
squander away, on their Lusts, and in corrupting their Country, they now, it seems, cast their Eyes
on America, as a new Theatre, whereon to exercise their Talents of Rapine, Oppression, and Cruelty.
The Monopoly of Tea, is, I dare say, but a small part of the Plan, they have formed to strip us of our
Property. But thank GOD, we are not Sea Poys, nor Marattas, but British Subjects, who are born to
Liberty, who know its Worth, and who prize it high. We are engaged in a mighty Struggle.

The Cause is of the utmost Importance, and the Determination of it will fix our Condition as Slaves
or Freemen. It is not the paltry Sum of Three-Pence which is now demanded, but the Principle upon
which it is demanded, that we are contending against. Before we pay any Thing, let us see whether we
have any Thing we can call our own to pay.

Hitherto the Dispute has been carried on with a Spirit, Temper, and Moderation, that must prove us
worthy to enjoy that Liberty, for which we contend. And I hope and earnestly wish, that the Prudence
we have hitherto exercised, may not be borne down by the Indignation which you say is so justly and
universally kindled at these insolent Intruders. I am very sensible how the Spirit of a Man rises, when
unworthy Agents are used to destroy him. It is something of Consolation to be overcome by a Lion,
but to be devoured by Rats is intolerable.

But, my dear Friend, it is not only the Cause, but our Manner of conducting it, that will establish our
Character. The Happiness and Prosperity both of the Colonies and of Great Britain depend upon an
intimate Union and Connexion. This Union, it is true, depends upon Freedom. For without Freedom
there can be no Confidence. Without Confidence no Affection; and without Affection, considering our
Situation and Distance from Britain, the Union between this Country and that cannot long subsist. To
preserve, therefore, that Union, and to promote the Happiness and Prosperity of both Countries, let
us resolve to maintain our Liberty. But in doing this, when any Difference arises, as on the present
unhappy Occasion, let us act so as to leave Room for a Return of the old good Humour, Confidence



The association of the sons of liberty, of New-York. It is essential to the freedom and security of a free people, that no taxes

be imposed upon them but by their own consent, or their representatives ... [Dated] New-York, November 29, 1773. http://

www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.10501300

and Affection, which has subsisted between Great Britain and this Country, since the first Settlement
of the Colonies.—

I hear a Buz among my Neighbours, that the East India Company's Tea is to be guarded by Men of
War, and landed by Military Force; that the Reason why the General did not come to Review the
Troops in your City, was, left in his Absence the Tea should arrive at New-York, and his Presence might
be necessary to land and protect it. Though I have no Doubt but this Company hackneyed, as they
are in Murders, Rapine and Cruelty, would sacrifice the Lives of Thousands to preserve their Trash,
and enforce their Measures; yet I can hardly persuade myself that the Ministry are so mad, as to give
Orders, at the Hazard of losing the Affections of the Americans, to preserve that, which, considering
the Time it has already lain in the East-India Company 's Ware houses, must already be in a perishing
State.

But should that be the Case, let us disappoint their Malice. We have yet a Command of out Persons.
Our Houses, Stores, and Wharves are at our own Disposal.—Resolve therefore, nobly resolve, and
publish to the World your Resolutions, that no Man will receive the Tea, no Man will let his Stores,
or suffer the Vessel that brings it to moor at his Wharf, and that if any Person assists at unlading,
landing, or storing it, he shall ever after be deemed an Enemy to his Country, and never be employed
by his Fellow Citizens. I am sure, from what I have formerly known of your PORTERS, there is not
a Man among them that will lend a Hand; and, I question, whether among the whole Class of
Labourers that ply about the Wharves, there will be found One, who would not rather go without his
Dinner, than for double Wages, touch the accursed Trash. Believe me, my Friend, there is a Spirit
of Liberty, and a love of their Country among every Class of Men among us, which Experience will
evince, and which shew them worthy the Character of free-born Americans. —It is a Question with
me, from what I have seen among the Troops, whither any Thing less than the last Exertion of Military
Discipline will prevail on one Soldier, who has been but one Year in this Country, to lend a Hand to
unload or store the Tea. I am sure there is not a Recruit inlisted here, who would not rather desert,
than be compelled to do an Act, which will render him odious to his Countrymen. Besides, it is not to
be supposed that a Gentleman Soldiers, will submit to the Indignity of becoming a Porter to the East
India Company. And as to the Commissioners, appointed to receive this Tea, notwithstanding you tell
me the Answer of one House was not satisfactory; yet from the Knowledge I have of the Gentlemen,
that compose that House, I would venture my Life, they prefer the Esteem of their Fellow Citizens,
above the Honour or Emolument of being Servants to that infamous Company. But should they
undervalue your Esteem, be assured they will not hazard your Resentment.

Confide, therefore, in each other. Be firm, be prudent. And may GOD prosper your Endeavours, and
enable you to transmit to your Posterity, that Freedom you have derived from your Ancestors.
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I did not think Politics would have reached this Retreat I have chosen; but you have called on me
for my Sentiments, and when our Country is in Danger, no man ought to excuse himself. I have
trespassed too long on your Patience, I shall therefore conclude with a Proposal that your Watchmen
be instructed, as they go their Rounds, to call out every Night, past Twelve o'Clock, beware of the East-
India Company.

I am, with sincere Affection, your's, RUSTICUS.

Fairview, Nov. 27, 1773.
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