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LINNÆAN BOTANIC GARDEN, New-York, August 1, 1826.

This establishment commenced about the middle of the last century, is already well known for
the great extent of its Botanic acquisitions, as well in Exotic and Native Fruits, of all the various
kinds, as for its large collection of Trees, Plants, and Flowers, calculated for ornament only: and the
Proprietor feeling anxious still farther to promote its advancement, and to extend its intercourse
and usefulness, deems the present moment peculiarly propitious, when so many persons of both
sexes are making Botany the subject of their investigation and study; to solicit the attention and aid
of persons of science and taste throughout the world.

This Botanic Garden which covers an extent of about thirty acres, together with the capacious Green
and Hot-houses attached thereto, contains above eight thousand species and varieties of Trees and
Plants; and from its being the most extensive in America, and forming the source of distribution of
thousands of Exotic and Native productions annually, to every part of the world, and to every State in
the Union; it may be justly considered as a National Institution.

The location of this Garden may also, on all accounts be considered, the most eligible in the United
States, being situated on an Island, which for its fertility has been denominated “The Eden of the
Union,” with a proximity to the Ocean, tending greatly to ameliorate its climate, and in the immediate
vicinity of the largest commercial city in America, thus deriving at once from these various sources,
the combined advantages of climate, fertility, and of intercourse with every quarter of the world.

This establishment has also the advantage of not being founded on that evanescent basis which
so often attends institutions of the kind, but has been already perpetuated during more than
seventy years, with a constant increase in every department, and with every prospect that its
continuance will be permanent. This permanence gives to all those who may favour the Proprietor
with contributions of rare Plants, or Seeds from distant places, the assurance that their respective
donations will receive such care and attention to their culture, as will render them most useful to our
country and beneficial to the world at large, who will participate in their distribution.
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It must be obvious to every one, that an establishment so extensive, cannot be supported without an
immense expenditure, to meet which, the Proprietor depends much on the sales which are made of
the various productions.

The collections of Fruits, of all the most celebrated kinds, is at present equal to any in the world;
and the several departments of Hardy Ornamental Trees and Plants, Bulbous Flowers, Green-house
Plants, &c.,&c., are exceeded by few. It has also been a consideration of particular interest with the
Proprietor, and one which must equally interest every American, to concentrate as far as possible all
the indigenous vegetable productions of our own country, as every thing is doubly interesting when
emanating from a region, the riches of whose flora has been but partially developed to the world,
and in this he has been seconded by many gentlemen of Botanic taste throughout our Republic.

Catalogues of the whole collection may be obtained in almost every capital city in Europe and South
America, and in the different cities and large towns of the United States, where agencies have been
established; or by direct application to the Proprietor, by mail, or otherwise; and he will be gratified
to receive the patronage of those who may wish to forward orders for the various productions of the
establishment.

But with Gentlemen of science and leisure the Proprietor desires also to cultivate an intercourse
of a different nature, and solicits the attention of those who reside in distant places to contribute
to the establishment, by sending him such Seeds of the most interesting Trees and Plants, as
can be obtained in their respective localities. Roots also of rare Bulbous Flowers, especially those
which are natives of warmer climates will be particularly acceptable, and by being packed in close
boxes, filled with fresh sand, may be transported with perfect safety. These contributions the
Proprietor proposes to fully reciprocate by a return of such Plants and Seeds as may be deemed
most interesting and acceptable to them.

To this friendly interchange proposed to the world at large, he solicits particularly the attention
of persons living in the more remote regions of the United States. All contributions will be
acknowledged in the Catalogues published annually, and all varieties of fruits thus presented, which
shall prove new and valuable, shall be perpetuated by the names given them by the contributors.
Those persons who reside in remote parts of the Union, where intercourse is difficult, can enclose
such Seeds as are small, and forward them by mail; and such as are more bulky, can be put in a tight
box, and sent to the care of any Agent of the establishment.

The proper season for the transportation of Fruit and Ornamental Trees and Plants, is the months of
October, November, and December; and also, March and April; for Bulbous Flowers, such as Tulips,
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Hyacinths, &c., the proper period is July to November; Green-house Plants can be packed so as to be
transmitted at almost any season of the year.

I cannot conclude my prefatory remarks without acknowledging my obligations to a number of
gentlemen for their polite contributions to this establishment, especially to Professor Thouin,
Administrator of the Royal Gardens at Paris; to Professor Bosc, Inspector of the King's Garden at
the Luxembourg, Paris; to F. J. Laine, of Switzerland; to Octavien Targioni Tozzetti, Professor of
Botany and Agriculture at Florence, Italy; Wm. H. Krause, Esq., of the Island of St. Croix; Howard,
Marsh, & Co., of the Island of Madeira; Thomas Nuttall, Esq., Professor of Botany at Cambridge
University, and author of the “Genera of American Plants;” Professor Dewy, of Williamstown College;
the Hon. Jonathan Hunewell, the Hon. John Lowell, and Nathan Bridge, Esq., of Boston; Dr. Porter, of
Plainfield; Hon. J. R. Poinsett, and N. Herbemont, Esqrs., and Mrs. Eliza C. Cochran, of South-Carolina;
Mrs. Louisa C. Shaw, Thomas Young, Esq., Capt. John Le Conte, Lewis Le Conte, John Cooper, John
Watkins, and A. G. Oemler, Esqrs., of Georgia; George Gibbs, Esq., of Florida; Dr. Hart, of Missouri;
Robert B. Currey, Esq., of Tennessee; Robert W. Brown, William B. Meares, D. Reinhardt, and John
D. Beatty, Esqrs., of North-Carolina; General Cock, Dr. Norton, and Dr. Hening, James Heron,
Thomas H. Mitchell, and Thomas Balls, Esqrs., of Virginia; Dr. Thornton, of Washington; the Rev. Mr.
Heckewelder, Dr. Hulings, Dr. James Mease, Henry Pratt, Reuben Haines, and Philip H. Mattes, Esqrs.,
of Pennsylvania; Joseph Barratt, Esq., of Vermont; Zechariah Allen, Esq., of Providence; J. P. Brace,
Esq., of Connecticut; John Stevens, Esq., of New-Jersey; Dr. James, of Albany; James Duane, Esq., and
Judge Tomlinson, of Schenectady; James G. Tracy, Esq., of Niagara county; Dr. John Torrey, Professor
of Botany, &c., at West-Point, and author of the “Flora of the Northern and Middle States;” Wm. Jay,
Esq., of West-Chester county; the learned Professor Mitchell, Dr. David Hossack, Rev. Mr. Schaeffer,
G. G. Howland, and John Aspinwall, Esqrs., and Capt. Jacob Smith, of New-York; Col. George Gibbs, of
Sunswick; Dr. Vandervere, of Flatbush; Henry Pope, Esq., of Brooklyn; and Capt. Ebbets, of Newtown,
Long-Island;—by all of whom seeds or plants have been politely contributed, which it would perhaps
have been impossible to have obtained from other sources.

With all his Botanic correspondents the Proprietor solicits a frequent intercourse, and requests from
them every information respecting new discoveries and the diversified interests of the Botanist and
Horticulturist. Every such favour will be cheerfully reciprocated; and as activity is the very essence of
improvement, and of the dissemination of knowledge, such intercourse will be conducted with that
promptitude and despatch which characterize the general transactions of the establishment.

WILLIAM PRINCE, C. M. of the Linnæan Society of Paris, of the Horticultural Society of London, and of the
Imperial Society of the Georgofili at Florence, &c.
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