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Extract from the National Intelligencer, February 10th, 1852, City of Washington.

PRESENTATION OF A MEDAL TO MR. CLAY.

“This very gratifying interview took place, by appointment, yesterday, at Mr. Clay's lodgings at the
National Hotel. The Committee charged with this welcome duty were deputed from Mr. Clay's New-
York friends, political and personal, who had prepared this volunteer offering in token of their
appreciation of the services rendered by the illustrious statesman to his country and mankind.

The President of the United States honored the interview by his presence, and was an attentive and
apparently gratified auditor of both addresses. There were present, besides him, numerous Senators
and Representatives and personal friends of Mr. Clay.

The Committee were admitted to the chamber of the venerated Statesman at three o'clock, and
were received with that graceful urbanity for which Mr. Clay is so distinguished. After a short pause,
during which the company privileged to be present on the occasion were invited to be seated, Mr.
Daniel Ullmann, Chairman of the Committee, rose and delivered the following Address:

Citizens of New-York to Henry Clay.

Sir: —During the half century of your public life, your admiring countrymen and friends have
accumulated around you many warm testimonials and enduring memorials of your great services to
your country and mankind. To add to these another, is the purpose for which we now come to you.

In the name and behalf of a large number of citizens of New-York, we offer you this gold medal, and
beg your acceptance of it, to be preserved in your family, and by their descendants, we hope, for
ages.

It has been our effort to make it valuable as a work of art, (of an art but little practised in our
country,) and as a perfect resemblance of your lineaments. We think that this effort has been
successful; that no medal ever struck in this country surpasses it in beauty, and that it is the best
likeness of your features ever yet attempted by any art. In this, and in numerous casts from the
same die, the form and expression of your countenance will be faithfully transmitted to distant
posterity. And as ‘recorded honors shall thicken over’ you, and ‘generations yet unborn do homage
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to your memory,’ this memorial will increase in value, and be fondly cherished, as are now the like
images of Cicero and Brutus, not only by the antiquary and historian, but by all whom patriotism and
eloquence can kindle to admiration.

All national medals hitherto struck in this country, have been commemorative of the triumphs of
American arms, but

‘Peace hath her victories No less renown'd than war.’

Then let the triumphs of peace have their memorial honors too. And let the first American victor of
peace, thus commemorated, be the man who, for a whole age, has ranked as the first citizen of the
Great Republic.

DANIEL ULLMANN,

CHAS. M. LEUPP,

JOS. M. PRICE,

A. G. PECKHAM,

SMITH J. EASTMAN, Committee.

The manner of the delivery of this Address could not be exceeded in grace, emphasis, or appropriate
feeling.

Mr. Clay received the address standing, with the deepest attention, and then procceded to observe
that, although it had been his habit, in addressing public bodies, larger or smaller, to speak
extemporaneously, he had been induced, on this occasion, as well out of profound respect to the
Committee, as in regard to his feeble state of health, to depart from his ordinary practice and reduce
his reply to writing. He then read, in a firm though somewhat feeble voice, the following reply:

Gentlemen: This is among the most interesting and gratifying days of my life, although I have been
confined to these rooms for a long time, by a tedious and doubtful illness. You have come here, the
representatives of a large and enlightened body of ardent and devoted friends of mine in the city of
New-York, to present to me a beautiful and costly gold medal, intended to commemorate my public
life. On one face of it is engraved all the great public measures adopted in the National Councils,
in which I was supposed to have had any conspicuous agency, and on the other, a remarkable
and accurate likeness of me. The time, and the place of presentation, and the friends who have
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contributed this splendid testimonial, give to it an inestimable value. The time is, when I am about
to retire forever from public life, and when I cannot expect much longer to linger here below; the
place is the city of Washington, the principle theatre of those public services which have commended
themselves to your approbation. Throughout my public life, I have been blessed, everywhere in the
United States, with more or fewer true friends, to whom I am bound by the strongest sentiments
of gratitude; but nowhere have they surpassed those in the city of New-York, in zeal, constancy and
fidelity, and in distinguished and various demonstrations of their affection and attachment. Whilst
one is in the ardent pursuit of public life, and is held up for its highest honors, it is not practicable
always to discriminate, among his supporters, between those who bestow their suffrages from
pure, patriotic and disinterested motives, and those who are actuated by selfish ends; but on this
occasion no such difficulty exists. You have come, at much personal inconvenience, to the bed of
a sick and afflicted friend, to present to him, in your names, and in the name of a numerous body
of his personal and political friends, whom you represent, a most precious token of your esteem
and affectionate regard. That friend has not now, and never will have, any public patronage to
dispense. The high and honorable, and disinterested character of your motives cannot, therefore, be
questioned.

Gentlemen, I request you to accept yourselves, and to communicate to my absent friends whom you
represent, my cordial and heartfelt thanks, and my grateful and profound acknowledgments, for this
rich tribute to the sentiments which they do me the honor to entertain towards me. I should have
been most happy to have expressed my great obligations to all of them personally, if it had been in
my power.

I shall soon pass from the jurisdiction of my contemporaries and of the present generation, to that
of history and posterity, if the one shall deem me worthy of any record on its pages, or tradition shall
transmit any recollection of me to the other.

It is not within my legitimate province to express any opinion on my own public career or public
deeds. That office belongs to them, and I shall consider my future fame fortunate, if it shall be
regarded by them with a small portion of the favor with which the partiality of yourselves and your
associates now contemplate it.

I shall soon appear before a higher and more holy tribunal than any earthly one, which can
unerringly judge of the motives as well as the acts of man. To that tribunal I look forward with
composure and confidence, that I shall be acquitted of having ever been prompted, in the discharge
of my public duties, by any mean or sordid or selfish ends, or been animated by any other purpose
than to promote the honor, the prosperity, and glory of our common country.



Presentation of a medal to Mr. Clay. Extract from the National Intelligencer, February 10th, 1852, City of Washington. New-York.

Geo. F. Nesbit & Co., Printers, Corner of Wall and Water streets. 1852. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.12100800

Medals are generally struck by the authority, and paid for out of the public Treasury of Government,
and most frequently are intended to reward and signalize the triumphs achieved in war. But that
which you now so kindly tender to my acceptance, is the spontaneous offering of private citizens,
from their private purses, for public services exclusively in the civil department. I shall fondly and
gratefully cherish and preserve it whilst life endures, and transmit it to my descendants, under the
hope that they will receive and carefully guard it, with emotions of lively gratitude to my New-York
friends, as the proudest and richest legacy that I could leave them.

During the delivery of this beautiful and appropriate reply, the most perfect silence pervaded
the chamber; every eye was fixed on the tall and commanding form so long known to the public;
but respect the admiration were mingled with a tender regret on witnessing the evident struggle
between the unimpaired vigor of the mind and the feebleness of its now emaciated and shaken
tenement. Yet the eye still glittered with unsubdued lustre, and at times the tones of his voice rose
into an emphasis which reminded one of ancient days.

The manuscript having been laid aside, Mr. CLAY proceeded to a more minute examination of
the MEDAL, at which he had, previous to replying, cursorily glanced. It is of pure California gold,
massive and weighty, and is enclosed in a silver case, which opens with a hinge in the manner of a
hunting watch. On the face of the medal is a fine head of Mr. CLAY, most felicitous in the likeness,
and conveying the characteristic impression of his features in a higher degree than any of the busts
or medallions usually seen. The relief is very high, and must have required a pressure of immense
power to give it its fullness, sharpness, and delicacy of outline. The reverse exhibits the following
inscription:

SENATE, 1806.

SPEAKER, 1811.

WAR OF 1812 WITH GREAT BRITAIN.

GHENT, 1814.

SPANISH AMERICA, 1822.

MISSOURI COMPROMISE, 1821.

AMERICAN SYSTEM, 1824.
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GREECE, 1824.

SECRETARY OF STATE, 1825.

PANAMA INSTRUCTIONS, 1826.

TARIFF COMPROMISE, 1833.

PUBLIC DOMAIN, 1833—1841.

PEACE WITH FRANCE PRESERVED, 1835.

COMPROMISE, 1850.

The lines are supported on either hand by tasteful wreaths, in which the six chief American staples,
—wheat, corn, cotton, tobacco, rice, and hemp,—are very happily intertwined.

On the silver case is represented on one side a view of the Capitol, (with its contemplated additional
wings fully displayed;) and on the other in two distinct compartments above, an elevation of the
great commemorative Monument on the Cumberland road; below, a view of Ashland and its
mansion.”

Of this medal, besides the one in gold, one hundred and fifty, and no more, are struck in bronze. The
dies are to be destroyed.
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