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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Nation Wide Campaign for 1,000,000 Associate Members

Boy Scout Week June 8th to 14th, 1919

Pursuant to Proclamation of the President of the United States

CITIZENS' NATIONAL COMMITTEE, W. G. McAdoo, Chairman

Fifth Avenue Building New York City

TO THE MOTHERS AND FATHERS OF AMERICAN BOYS:

The Congress of the United States, recognizing the value of proper training of American boyhood,
granted a special charter for the organization of the Boy Scouts of America. This organization now
embraces 375,000 splendid American boys; but this is a very small proportion of the 10,000,000
American boys between the ages of twelve and twenty-one who ought to be given the benefit of Boy
Scout discipline, training and practice.

The future of the Nation depends, of course, upon its youth. The fathers and mothers of American
boys will be gravely derelict in parental duty and in National obligation if they fail to give their hearty
support, moral and financial, to this great American Boy Scout movement. Not only is every Boy
Scout given useful knowledge and training which equips him better for the battle of life itself, but
there are inculcated in him the duties, obligations, ideals and higher conceptions of American
citizenship.

Each year the Boy Scout movement is turning out thousands of better boys and creating the finest
types of future American patriots. No cause should appeal more strongly to the mothers and fathers
of America than the Boy Scout cause.

The Boy Scouts raised several hundred million dollars in the Liberty Loan and War Savings Stamps
campaigns. They did splendid work for the Red Cross in its several National campaigns. They served



Boy Scouts of America. National wide campaign for 1,000,000 associate members. Boy Scout week, June 8th to 14th, 1919.

[Circular letter to the mothers and fathers of American boys signed W. G. McAdoo]. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.13202700

the Government in many other effective ways during the great world war. It is an organization of
gallant patriots and deserves the encouragement and support of the Nation.

The week beginning June 8 and ending June 14 has been set apart as Boy Scout week for the
purpose of enlarging and strengthening the Boy Scout organization. Associate memberships in the
Boy Scout organization will be offered to the mothers and fathers of American boys and to other
adult American citizens. This, if successful, will provide a supporting adult organization to the Boy
Scouts of America which will assure the enlarged usefulness and effectiveness of the Boy Scout
movement. Surely there are five million American men and women who are willing to help the boys
of America to become the best of all American citizens. Surely there are millions of other American
citizens who are willing to contribute a small sum to put the Boy Scout organization on a strong and
permanent basis which will assure the continuous training of the youth of America in the finer ideals
and conceptions of citizenship in the greatest democracy on earth.

This worthy cause stands alongside the Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations which have
had the generous support of the American people. In the name of America's best boyhood, I beg
America's manhood and womanhood to help.

Wgmcadoo

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

A PROCLAMATION

THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA have rendered notable service to the Nation during the world war.
They have done effective work in the Liberty Loan and War Savings campaigns, in discovering
and reporting upon the black walnut supply, in cooperating with the Red Cross and other war
work agencies, in acting as despatch bearers for the Committee on Public Information, and in
other important fields. The Boy Scouts have not only demonstrated their worth to the Nation, but
have also materially contributed to a deeper appreciation by the American people of the higher
conception of patriotism and good citizenship.

THE BOY SCOUT MOVEMENT should not only be preserved, but strengthened. It deserves the
support of all public-spirited citizens. The available means for the Boy Scout movement have thus far
sufficed for the organization and training of only a small proportion of the boys of the country. There
are approximately 10,000,000 boys in the United States between the ages of twelve and twenty-one.
Of these only 375,000 are enrolled as members of the Boy Scouts of America.



Boy Scouts of America. National wide campaign for 1,000,000 associate members. Boy Scout week, June 8th to 14th, 1919.

[Circular letter to the mothers and fathers of American boys signed W. G. McAdoo]. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.13202700

AMERICA cannot acquit herself commensurately with her power and influence in the great period
now facing her and the world unless the boys of America are given better opportunities than
heretofore to prepare themselves for the responsibilities of citizenship.

EVERY nation depends for its future upon the proper training and development of its youth. The
American boy must have the best training and discipline our great democracy can provide if America
is to maintain her ideals, her standards and her influence in the world.

THE plan, therefore, for a Boy Scout week during which a universal appeal will be made to all
Americans to supply the means to put the Boy Scouts of America in a position to carry forward
effectively and continuously the splendid work they are doing for the youth of America, should have
the unreserved support of the Nation.

THEREFORE, I, WOODROW WILSON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, do hereby
recommend that the period beginning Sunday, June 8th, to Flag Day, June 14th, be observed as Boy
Scout Week through the United States for the purpose of strengthening the work of the Boy Scouts
of America.

I EARNESTLY recommend that, in every community, a Citizens' Committee under the leadership of
a National Citizens' Committee, be organized to cooperate in carrying out a program for a definite
recognition of the effective services rendered by the Boy Scouts of America; for a survey of the facts
relating to the boyhood of each community, in order that with the cooperation of churches, schools
and other organizations definitely engaged in work for boys, adequate provision may be made for
extending the Boy Scout program to a larger proportion of American boyhood.

THE BOY SCOUT MOVEMENT offers unusual opportunity for volunteer service. It needs men to
act as committeemen and as leaders of groups of boys. I hope that all who can will enlist for such
personal service, enroll as associate members and give all possible financial assistance to this
worthy organization of American boyhood. Anything that is done to increase the effectiveness of the
Boy Scouts of America will be a genuine contribution to the welfare of the Nation.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

DONE this first day of May in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen, and of
the independence of the United States of America, the one hundred and forty-third.

( Signed ) WOODROW WILSON.
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By the President: ROBERT LANSING, Secretary of State.
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Nation Wide Campaign

1,000,000 Associate Members

“Maintain Scouts' fine efficiency!”

“Develops virility, good citizenship.”

“Teach boys in the open”

TO THE MOTHERS AND FATHERS OF AMERICAN BOYS:

The Congress of the United States, recognizing the value of proper training of American boyhood,
granted a special charter for the organization of the Boy Scouts of America. This organization now
embraces 375,000 splended American boys; but this is a very small proportion of the 10,000,000
American boys between the ages of twelve and twenty-one who ought to be given the benefit of Boy
Scout discipline, training and practice.

The future of the Nation depends, of course, upon its youth. The fathers and mothers of American
boys will be gravely derelict in parental duty and in National obligation if they fail to give their hearty
support, moral and financial, to this great American Boy Scout movement. Not only is every Boy
Scout given useful knowledge and training which equips him better for the battle of life itself, but
there are inculcated in him the duties, obligations, ideals and higher conceptions of American
citizenship.

Each year the Boy Scout movement is turning out thousands of better boys and creating the finest
types of future American patriots. No cause should appeal more strongly to the mothers and fathers
of America than the Boy Scout cause.

The Boy Scouts raised several hundred million dollars in the Liberty Loan and War Savings Stamps
campaign. They did splended work for the Red Cross in its several National campaigns. They served
the Government in many other effective ways during the great world war. It is an organization of
gallant patriots and deserves the encouragement and support of the Nation.

The week beginning June 8 and ending June 14 has been set apart as Boy Scout week for the
purpose of enlarging and strengthening the Boy Scout organization. Associate membership in the
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Boy Scout organization will be offered to the mothers and fathers of American boys and to other
adult American citizens. This, if successful, will provide a supporting adult organization to the Boy
Scouts of America which will assure the enlarged usefulness and effectiveness of the Boy Scout
movement. Surely there are five million American men and women who are willing to help the boys
of America to become the best of all American citizens. Surely there are millions of other American
citizens who are willing to contribute a small sum to put the Boy Scout organization on a strong and
permanent basis which will assure the continuous training of the youth of America in the finer and
conceptions of citizenship in the greatest democracy on earth.

This worth cause stands alongside the Red Cross and other humantarian organizations which have
had the generous support of the American people. In the name of America's best boyhood, I beg
America's manhood and womanhood to help.

Wgmcadoo Chairman

Boy Scout Week June 8–14

“An Organization of gallant patriots.”

CITIZENS' NATIONAL COMMITTEE

“My unqualified approval.”

“A great get-together agency.”

“Save the boys and save the nation.”

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

A PROCLAMATION

THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA have rendered notable service to the Nation during the world war.
They have done effective work in the Liberty Loan and War Savings campaigns, in discovering
and reporting upon the black walnut supply, in cooperating with the Red Cross and other war
work agencies, in acting as despatch bearers for the Committee on Public Information, and in
other important fields. The Boy Scouts have not only demonstrated their worth to the Nation, but
have also materially contributed to a deeper appreciation by the American people of the higher
conception of patriotism and good citizenship.
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THE BOY SCOUT MOVEMENT should not only be preserved, but strengthened. It deserves the
support of all public-spirited citizens. The available means for the Boy Scout movement have thus far
sufficed for the organization and training of only a small proportion of the boys of the country. There
are approximately 10,000,000 boys in the United States between the ages of twelve and twenty-one.
Of these only 375,000 are enrolled as members of the Boy Scouts of America.

AMERICA cannot acquit herself commensurately with her power and influence in the great period
now facing her and the world unless the boys of America are given better opportunities than
heretofore to prepare themselves for the responsibilities of citizenship.

EVERY nation depends for its future upon the proper training and development of its youth. The
American boy must have the best training and discipline our great democracy can provide if America
is to maintain her ideals, her standards and her influence in the world.

THE plan, therefore, for a Boy Scout week during which a universal appeal will be made to all
Americans to supply the means to put the Boy Scouts of America in a position to carry forward
effectively and continuously the splendid work they are doing for the youth of America, should have
the unreserved support of the Nation.

THEREFORE, I, WOODROW WILSON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, do hereby
recommend that the period beginning Sunday, June 8th, to Flag Day, June 14th, be observed as Boy
Scout Week through the United States for the purpose of strengthening the work of the Boy Scouts
of America.

I EARNESTLY recommend that, in every community, a Citizens' Committee under the leadership of
a National Citizens' Committee, be organized to cooperate in carrying out a program for a definite
recognition of the effective services rendered by the Boy Scouts of America; for a survey of the facts
relating to the boyhood of each community, in order that with the cooperation of churches, schools
and other organizations definitely engaged in work for boys, adequate provision may be made for
extending the Boy Scout program to a larger proportion of American boyhood.

THE BOY SCOUT MOVEMENT offers unusual opportunity for volunteer service. It needs men to
act as committeemen and as leaders of groups of boys. I hope that all who can will enlist for such
personal service, enroll as associate members and give all possible financial assistance to this
worthy organization of American boyhood. Anything that is done to increase the effectiveness of the
Boy Scouts of America will be a genuine contribution to the welfare of the Nation.
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

DONE this first day of May in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen, and of
the independence of the United States of America, the one hundred and forty-third.

( Signed ) WOODROW WILSON.

By the President: ROBERT LANSING, Secretary of State.
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