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Troy Female Seminary, Troy, Rensselaer County, N. Y.

MR. & MRS. JOHN H. WILLARD, . . PRINCIPALS.

This Institution is most favorably located for health and comfort, as well as for the cultivation of the
taste for the beautiful in nature, the scenery of Troy being eminently beautiful and picturesque. The
principal building of one hundred and eighty feet in length, stands on a well wooded park. In the
rear is an area for exercise in the open air, and a building of sixty feet by thirty, which is devoted to
the teaching and practice of music, and such other exercises as interfere with the quiet order of the
study and class rooms.

Internal Arrangements and Physical Exercises. —Pupils from a distance are received into the family
of the Principals, and regarded with parental watchfulness, the most vigilant attention being given
to their health, and the cultivation of their morals and manners. They are furnished with private
rooms, usually two in each, and thus enjoy advantages for reflection and investigation in their
studies, for the exercise of neatness and order, and for delicacy and refinement of manners, which
are impossible where a number of persons occupy the same room. The rooms of the teachers, and
that of an experienced nurse, are among those of the pupils. The hours of recreation are passed,
either in paying visits from room to room, when the forms of etiquette are observed, the teachers
and family mingling with and watching over them; or in those physical exercises necessary to health,
or to grace of deportment; these consist in walking, amusements on the play ground, and exercises
in the gymnasium.

Moral Influence and Religious Instruction. —A moral atmosphere is provided, in which the best
affections of the heart are cherished. This is effected by making the pupils healthy and happy
among themselves; surrounding them by teachers whom they can respect and love; governing
them by laws which they feel are just and salutary, and making these laws imperative. In all the
instructions of the school, the moral motive and end are enforced, and such books are selected
as will infuse right sentiments into the heart, while they inform the mind; these in the hands of
teachers, most of whom are religious persons, are instrumental in making the various exercises of
the school subservient to the moral improvement of the pupils. The principal devotes much personal
attention to private instruction and counsel, and to familiar lectures on moral and religious subjects
—enforcing the lessons of obligation and responsibility, with the sanctions of the Holy Scriptures. A
familiar acquaintance with the Scriptures is made an essential part of education.
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Discipline. —The government is parental. It rests less on penalties for the violation of law than on the
affection and mutual confidence existing between teachers and pupils, the removal of temptation to
do wrong, and the regulation of the opinions of the little public. It is a system of self-government. A
conscientious regard to right having been impressed upon the minds of the pupils, they are treated
with confidence, not being continually watched, but sufficiently guarded for the detection of errors
of conduct.

Intellectual Education. —In the course of study a regular gradation of subjects is observed, adapted
to the expanding capacities of the pupils. They are required to attend, in their proper places, to such
studies as will cultivate habits of accurate and ready observation, develop the reasoning powers,
direct the imagination to its legitimate objects, give strength and vigor to the mind, prepare it for the
exercise of sound judgment, and store it with useful knowledge.

Accomplishments. —With the severer studies which give dignity and efficiency to her character,
are combined those accomplishments which confer grace and elegance upon woman, and fit her
to adorn social life. Much attention is devoted to Music, both Vocal and Instrumental, to Drawing
and Painting, and to the French Language. In addition to the instructions and performances of our
own skillful teachers, Concerts are frequently given for the benefit of the pupils. The Musical taste is
thus cultivated, and a standard of excellence presented for imitation. For like purposes in Drawing
and Painting, the establishment is furnished with a choice collection of pictures.—Every facility is
afforded for the thorough study of French. French teachers reside in the family, and adapt their
system of instruction to the use of the language in conversation.

Library and Apparatus. —The Institution is furnished with a Library for general reading, and
reference, Philosophical and Chemical Apparatus, a Cabinet of Minerals and Shells, Maps, Charts,
Globes, Models, and other means of illustration.

Lectures. —The members of the Institution have the advantage of Lectures of the highest order, on
Science, History, Literature, Art, &c.

Composition. —An original Composition is required each week, and one day of the week is mostly
devoted to instruction on the subject. Composition is also taught, in connection with every study
which will admit of it, by the writing of Analysis, Abstracts, &c.

Diplomas and Certificates. —Diplomas are awarded to pupils who have passed satisfactory
examination in the full course of English studies, with Latin, or one of the modern Languages, and
also have been members of the graduating class for at least one year. Certificates are given to
pupils who have passed satisfactory examination in the partial course. Good standing in conduct is
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necessary in order to obtain either Diploma or Certificate. A high degree of attainment in Music or
Drawing is considered as equivalent to a foreign language.

Mrs. Willard wishes the dress of her pupils to consist of some unexpensive material, made in plain
style. Parents and Guardians are earnestly requested not to furnish their daughters or wards with
jewelry, nor leave with them the control of large sums of money. They are also requested to direct
which, if any, of the ornamental branches they wish them to pursue, and what church to attend.
When distant parents desire their daughters to be furnished with clothing, advances to meet the
expense are required.

The Founder of this Institution, Mrs. Emma Willard, has her residence on the Seminary grounds,
and is at all times ready to extend to its members the results of her successful experience as an
educator.

TERMS:

Two Hundred and Twenty-five Dollars per annum, or One Hundred and Twelve Dollars and a Half
per term; Seventy-Five Dollars payable in advance. For this sum, the pupil is entitled to board and all
the necessaries connected with it, such as room-rent, washing, fuel, light, &c., and to tuition in any or
all of the branches constituting the extensive course of English studies named below, and in Latin.

Extra Charges.

Music on the Piano, $30 per term.

Use of Piano, 4 “

Music on the Harp, 40 “

Use of Harp, 8 “

Singing, 30 “

Music on the Guitar, 30 “

Use of Guitar, $ 2 per term.

Music on the Organ, 30 “
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Dancing, 12 “

French, 15 “

Spanish, 16 “

Italian, 16 “

German, $16 per term.

Drawing and Painting, 14 “

Use of Patterns, 2 “

Oil Painting, 20 “

Botany, 3 “

Lectures on Chemistry, $5 per course.

To those who prefer a stated sum, Three Hundred and Fifty Dollars per annum, One Hundred and
Seventy-Five Dollars PAYABLE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF EACH TERM, is charged; and for it the
pupil is entitled to all the advantages of the Institution.

Books and Stationery are furnished on reasonable terms.

Pupils are admitted at any time, and charged in proportion to the time of their connection with the
Institution, except at the commencement and close of the session. It is so important that they should
be present at those times, that no deduction is made for absence during the first two or last four
weeks. They may remain at the Seminary and be instructed during vacation. The charge is $4.50 per
week, for board and tuition in the English studies.

The introductory or first class of English studies consists of Spelling, Reading, Penmanship,
Grammar, Intellectual Arithmetic, Davies' Arithmetic, Woodbridge's School Geography, Elements of
Natural Science and Latin.

The second class of Bullions' Grammar, Woodbridge and Willard's Modern Geography, Willard's
Ancient Geography, Willard's Universal History, History of the United States, and Chronographers,
Natural Philosophy, Davies' Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Algebra, Legendre's Geometry, Trigonometry,
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Mechanics, Optics, Hydrostatics and Astronomy, Physiology, Rhetoric, Logic, Kames' Elements of
Criticism, Chambers' and Cleveland's English Literature, Moral Science, Stewart's Philosophy of the
Mind, Butler's Analogy, Paley's Natural Theology, Evidences of Christianity and the Bible.

The School Year, consisting of two Terms, commences on the second Wednesday of September, and
closes on the last Wednesday of June following.

The following Extracts are given from Reports made by Examining Committees.

“It was the pioneer in making the first experiments in this country, thoroughly to educate the
female mind; and every philanthropist and patriot must rejoice in the triumphant success which has
followed.”

Signed by Rev. N. S. S. BEMAN, and others.

“It is delightful to contemplate the moral and religious influence which evidently pervades the
atmosphere inhaled by those whose intellectual and spiritual characters are receiving their temporal
and eternal moulding in this Institution.”

Signed by Rev. L. O. LOVELL, I. M'CONIHE, Esq., and others.

“The Institution no doubt contains within itself all the means necessary to an extended, useful,
refined, and a moral education.

It throughout appears to be conducted with great ability, and with a moral tone that cannot fail to
command the highest commendation. Altogether, we know of no Institution more deserving of
public patronage.”

Signed by Maj. Gen. JOHN E. WOOL, FRANCIS N. MANN, Esq., and others.

“It has stood for years, and exerted an important influence in the great work of enlightening the
American people; and it is sufficient for us to say, at this time and in these circumstances, that it
has forfeited no part of that confidence which has been reposed in it. We hope it may continue
a blessing, becoming richer, deeper, and more extended in the salutary streams of its influence,
from year to year, in all future time. Those who have read its history, traced its progress, studied its
principles, and carefully and candidly estimated its intellectual and moral influence on individual
minds, and on the rising and growing community at large, must join in this aspiration.”

Signed by Hon. DAVID BUEL, and others.
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“It was with unmingled pleasure that we observed the manner in which the Seminary is conducted,
both in its government and instruction. Its government, in fact, is that of a well regulated family; its
law, the law of love and mutual good will. The kindly influence of such a system of government is
strikingly illustrated in the conduct and bearing of the young ladies towards each other and towards
their instructors.”

Signed by Prof. WASHINGTON McCARTNEY, of Pennsylvania,

Hon. GEORGE GOULD, and others.

“Thorough and critical instruction, with all the agencies and influences adapted to secure the highest
cultivation and vigor of the intellectual faculties, may be purchased at too dear a rate; and had
this institution no other claim upon public confidence than this, (strong and decisive as it is,) we
should be obliged to decline the responsibility of commending it to our friends as a desirable place
for the education of their daughters. Our daughters have hearts as well as intellects. They have
affections to be elicited, refined, and properly directed, as well as faculties to be developed, trained
and invigorated. They have physical organizations to be protected from hostile influences, and to
be kept in a sound, healthy and elastic condition. It is demanded therefore, in the consideration
of the claim of any institution for the education of youth of either sex, that its moral and physical
influences be taken into special account. If these are not pure and healthful, whatever may be the
efficiency and success with which the intellect is instructed and disciplined, the institution is radically
defective. Now, in regard to the Troy Female Seminary, the Committee would do violence to their
own convictions, if they withheld in this report, an expression of their high gratification in respect to
the capital features now under consideration. The committee needed no better evidence than that
furnished by the fresh, clear countenances,—the cheerful aspect, and the buoyant step of the young
ladies, that their physical welfare was well attended to.”

Signed by Prof. GEO. W. EATON, D. D., Madison University, N. Y.

Rev. WILLIAM H. SHAILER, D. D., and others.

“The committee cannot close their report without bearing testimony to the uniform delicacy, and
lady like propriety which characterized the young ladies, and the general order and regularity
that pervade the establishment. They feel constrained to express their deepened interest in the
institution, and their heightened conviction of the incalculable importance of the work which it is
accomplishing for the Female mind of our country.”
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Signed by Prof. A. C. KENDRICK, Rochester University, Rt.

Rev. W. INGRAHAM KIP, of California and others.

“If we may judge by what they have already accomplished, we are confident that wherever either of
the Graduates of the Institution may go; whatever station it may be her fortune to fill, there will be
found a true woman, resolved to do diligently her duty, to bear cheerfully her fate, an honor to her
sex and a blessing to Society. We speak thus in the spirit of thankfulness as well as praise, because
the Institution which sends forth such scholars is doing a service of the country and the human race.

Signed by JOSEPH WHITE, Esq., A. G. JOHNSON, Esq., F. DWIGHT, Esq., and others.

“The method of teaching is the same, in its general features, in all the branches. Its chief
characteristic is thoroughness. The pupil is required to understand fully —to remember accurately,
and to explain with clearness and precision whatever is taught in the whole range of studies.

There was a general intelligence—a self possession—a free and easy working of the mind in all the
classes, which can only come from good instruction and labor combined.

The results of a system so admirable in itself and so well administered, are visible in all the
departments of instruction. They are seen in the orderly and graceful demeanor of the pupils—
in their easy and proper positions in the Examination Hall—in their manner of demonstration at
the blackboard, and in the significant emphasis of their language, but above all, in high and mental
development shaded and softened by the graces of cultivated taste.

Signed by Prof. CHARLES DAVIES, Columbia College, New York.

Rev. E. HALLEY, D. D., and others.

“But extensive as the knowledge acquired in this school is, the Committee regarded this as an
attainment far less valuable than the discipline to which the mental powers are subjected in the
process of instruction, and trained to habits of close attention, and concentration of thought, careful
discrimination, and logical deduction, by which they are prepared for pursuing their future studies,
or engaging in the active duties of life, with more pleasure and success.”

Signed by Rev. P. BULLIONS, D. D.,

SAMUEL GREELE, Esq.,



Troy female seminary. Mr. & Mrs. John H. Willard, principals. [Circular of the school.] Troy, Rensselaer County. N. Y. [n. d.]. http://

www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.13406400

Rt. Rev. HENRY W. LEE, of Iowa, and others.

“In connection with this severity of study, was found that enthusiasm so essential to success. Neither
teacher nor scholar can safely dispense with it; and here it seemed to furnish energy to both.
Instruction was rendered not a duty but as a delight. The pupils, generally, seemed to have studied
from that noblest of impulses—a love of knowledge. The mere stimulus of an examination would not
have enabled them to exhibit an interest so constant as was evinced. There was evidently an abiding
impulse, which had sustained them, step by step, in the acquisition of knowledge. It was delightful
to watch their eager faces, and to see manifest in the tone of every voice, the deep and absorbing
interest felt within. The knowledge gained was no dead letter, but had entered into the organism
and life of the mind.

Signed by THEODORE W. DWIGHT, Prof. Hamilton College, and others.

“One of the most gratifying things we saw was the graceful facility with which the student would
pass from the finished performance of the Piano, to the discussion of the profoundest principles of
abstract philosophy or the most delicate experiments of the laboratory. So that not the taste, the
imagination, or the sensibilities alone are cultivated. The pupils are regarded not only as sensitive,
but as intellectual and moral beings. The proper foundations of education are laid in a thorough
acquaintance with elemental science. And then by regular gradation, the pupil is carried to the
highest branches of experimental and metaphysical philosophy, criticism and the exact sciences.”

Signed by Hon. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, Rev. S. G. SPEER, Rev. A. T. TWING, and others.

“On Monday, I attended the examination in Horace, in Homer, and in French. In the two first, the
classes certainly did great credit to their teacher. They translated well, and showed themselves at
home in those matters of accent, quantity, prosody, pronunciation and grammatical accuracy, which,
although so much neglected, are the true foundation of all scholarship.

The class in French underwent the test of translating directly from the English, and their exercises on
the blackboard presented so few mistakes as to furnish evidence of very thorough practical drilling in
their exercise.

I regard this Institution as an honor to our land, and its long success as furnishing evidence of its
being founded on the best and most solid principles.” Signed by TAYLOR LEWIS, L. L. D., Prof. &c.,
Union College, Schenectady.
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“The results of this examination satisfy me, that a system of instruction of the very highest order
is pursued at this Seminary—a system calculated to teach the pupil to think as well as to gain a
thorough acquaintance with the various branches of study.”

Signed by A. E. CHURCH, Prof. of Mathematics, U. S. M. A., West Point.

“The Principals and the teachers generally, seemed to have placed before themselves a high ideal
of female excellence for their pupils to aspire after and to reach. They seem fully to understand that
while woman has much in common with the other sex in capability and condition, she likewise has
strongly marked specific differences, which, in a course of education, require a specific treatment in
order to qualify her for her appropriate duties in the elevated sphere she was created to move in.
They understand that her graces of person must derive their power to charm from the irradiation of
the soul within, and that if she would be but little lower than the angels while on earth, and a future
inhabitant of heaven, she must, by self-education, be a partaker of the Divine nature in knowledge
and holiness. And the means necessary for realizing this high ideal appear to be judiciously selected
and arranged, whether regard he had to the materiel, or personnel of the Seminary.”

Signed by Rev. WM. C. FOWLER, Late Prof. Rhetoric, &c., Amhert College, Mass.,

Rev. FRANCIS VINTON, D. D., and others.

“This method of instruction appears judicious, and well calculated to develop the mental powers.

I think, as an Institution for the education of American females, it cannot be commended too highly.

The watchword is, what it has always been, progress. They desire to be behind in nothing which
can guarantee to those who entrust the young to their charge, the fullest and broadest facilities
for thorough education. To compass this end, they have spared no time, no care, no effort, and no
expense. None, we are sure, will be spared.”

Signed by Rev. THEODORE W. SNOW,

Prof. B. FRANKLIN GREENE, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,

S. S. RANDALL, Sup. Public Schools, New York City, and others.

Although from the high reputation of the Institution, I was prepared to expect much, everything I saw
and heard went beyond what I had anticipated.
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The plan of the Institution contemplate a complete and systematic female education, and the results
which it produces seem to leave little to be desired.

The “Troy Female Seminary” has been the pioneer in the cause of female education. It is still an
honor and a blessing to the country. It was founded on true principles. It has been conducted, and is
now conducted, in my judgment, with great ability and wisdom.”

Signed by JOHN D. PHILBRICK, Esq., Supt. Public Schools, Boston, Mass.

“Rarely have we seen a gathering of young ladies, whose uniform behavior evinced so great a
regard for the proprieties and amenities of social life. The influence of that training which aids in the
formation of such manners, has a value which words can hardly express.

Before concluding their report, the Committee would express their admiration of the
comprehensive, thorough and proportioned methods of instruction, pursued in this Seminary. The
scholar is not allowed to consider herself educated because she has made some proficiency in one
or two branches of study. The mind is directed to various departments of literature and science, and
taught to feel that, however much is learned, wide fields of knowledge remain to be explored. No
better remedy for intellectual nearsightedness, no more certain corrective of the tendency to be
satisfied with narrow attainments need be sought for, than is found in the comprehensiveness of the
system of education pursued in the Seminary.

Signed by Rev. E. SMALLEY, D. D.,

Rev. T. W. COIT, D. D.,

Rev. A. D. GILETTE,

O. O. HOWARD, Lieut. Ordinance, U. S. A., and others.

“The Committee were equally pleased with the appearance of order and cheerfulness which
characterized the deportment of the young ladies, both in and out of the classes; with the
indications of health and happiness which appeared in every part and relation of the Institution, and
which we are apt to associate with anything rather than a “boarding school,” furnishing, also, the
best evidence of the good regimen of the establishment.”

Signed by CALVIN PEASE, Pres't University of Vermont,
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W. A. BURNHAM, Principal of Burr Seminary, Manchester, Vt.

Rev. D. KENNEDY, D. D.

“It is difficult to conceive a more perfect examination than that in the French language. It was
extensive, thorough and accurate. The questions were put in the French language and answers given
with great rapidity in French. The familiarity manifested in speaking, writing, and translating from
English to French and from French to English, left no doubt that the pupils in this department of
study were enjoying advantages seldom found in our seminaries of learning.

The Committee are free to confess, that they have never visited an institution, where the philosophy
of taste, and the science of the beautiful were better understood, and more successfully reduced to
practice.

Prof. CHARLES AVERY, Hamilton College, N. Y.,

E. BUCKINGHAM,

J. N. PARKER,

D. H. COCHRANE, Principal of State Normal School,

N. H. BENSON.
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