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Circular. Dear Sir. The Committee of correspondence for Washington County,
believing you to be interested in the questions embraced in the following memorial
have taken the libery of addressing a copy to you ... 1817.

[CIRCULAR.]

Dear Sir,

The Committee of Correspondence for Washington County, believing you to be interested in the questions
embraced in the following Memorial, have taken the liberty of addressing a copy of it to you; by which
you will perceive that some exertion is again made in this quarter to induce Congress to make an
appropriation for a road, opening a more direct and convenient communication between the seat
of Government and the chief towns in the Western Country: And, although the Memorial itself, as we
conceive, contains the leading grounds by which Congress should be governed, there are several points
of material, though minor importance, which may influence individuals in their determination as to its
expediency, which could not be so conveniently nor so properly expressed in the Memorial as in a private
communication.

We would particularly suggest the following: —

First. That the road from Washington City to Chillicothe, by the way of Winchester and Marietta, could be
made at least FIFTY miles shorter than the one by Fort Cumberland, Wheeling and Zanesville—and over a
much better country for a road.

Second. That by reference to the latest Maps of the United States, it will appear that a right line drawn
from Winchester to Corydon, (the seal of Government for Indiana,) will touch, or very near touch, Romney,
Clarksburgh, Marietta, Athens, Chillicothe and Lebanon; and running through Washington City, eastward,
will strike Baltimore.

Third. That all the difficult hills in the vicinity of Western Port would be completely avoided, and the
ascent and descent of the Allegany ridge would be much more easy and gradual than on the Wheeling or
Pittsburgh roads.

Fourth. That in a commercial point of view, the proposed road will be of very great consequence, as once
completed, the transportation of merchandize from Baltimore, will be made in as short a time to Marietta,
as it now is to Wheeling—saving to the merchants all the delay and incidental expense of the voyage from
Wheeling to this place.
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Fifth. That in some seasons a passage by water from Pittsburgh or Wheeling, to this place, is impracticable
for whole months, and merchandize destined to supply the wants and to remedy the inconveniencies
of new settlements, is lying unproductive in the ware houses, at Wheeling or elsewhere, for the want of
sufficient water—an objection that can very rarely be made to this place.

Sixth. That for years the Letter Mail for the states of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, has travelled on this route
offering one of the strongest arguments in favor of this road.

As great pains will no doubt be taken to prevent any appropriation being made, particularly by those
interested in the other route, we have to solicit your influence in its favor.

And are, respectfully, your obedient servants.

Committee of Correspondence for Washington County.

RUFUS PUTNAM,

DUDLEY WOODBRIDGE, Jr.

SAMUEL HOIT,

PAUL FEARING,

EPHRAIM CUTLER,

JOSEPH WOOD,

GEORGE TURNER,

WILLIAM SKINNER,

JOSEPH BARKER,

PROCEEDINGS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY MEETING.

The Citizens of Washington County having met at the Court House in Marietta, on Thursday the 30th
of January, 1817, agreeably to previous notice, proceeded to organize themselves, when JOSEPH
HOLDEN, Esq. was unanimously elected Chairman, and GEORGE TURNER, Esq. Secretary.
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Whereupon, Resolved, That a Committee of three persons be appointed to report to the meeting
such measures as ought at this time to be adopted.

Resolved, That George Turner, Levi Barber and Samuel P. Hildreth, be a committee for that purpose—
which committee reported the following

MEMORIAL:

To the honourable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress
assembled:—

The MEMORIAL of the inhabitants of the County of Washington, convened agreeably to previous
notice, at the Court House in Marietta, would most respectfully represent—That, with peculiar
satisfaction, they have attended to the motion of the Hon. Mr. Jackson of Virginia, relating to an
appropriation of money, arising from the sale of land in the State of Indiana, for the purpose of
making an artificial road from Winchester to the State of Indiana, by the mouth of Muskingum river
and Chillicothe: and to the willingness displayed by the honourable the House of Representatives to
give that motion its intended effect.

It was to be expected that the wisdom of the General Government would not overlook the great
interest to be secured by a free and commodious intercourse between the Western and Atlantic
states—and the advantages which both sections of the country would derive from having navigable
Canals and good Roads connecting the western waters with those which communicate with
the ocean: and to bring together, by artificial means, districts which were separated by those
stupendous barriers of Nature, the Allegany mountains, and betwixt which the Agricultural,
Commercial and Manufacturing interests of the nation required the most safe as well as the most
speedy communication. The uniform solicitude and attention with which Congress have regarded
the subject, and the appropriations which have been made to accomplish these objects in other
directions, have, to your memorialists, been matter more of gratification than surprize, and have
suggested the strongest inducements for thus obtruding, unsolicited, their sentiments in the present
instance. These inducements were, however, strengthened by a conscious knowledge of facts
inseparable from their local situation on the proposed route, and from a long habit of reflection on
the subject.

Setting aside, therefore, any real or imaginary claims which this Purchase or its metropolis. Marietta,
may have to national consideration and regard; which, however forcibly they may feel, they are
sensible should never be suffered to come in competition with national interest; they apprehend
that all the purposes for which such a communication would be opened with this part of the
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country, could in no other direction, be so easily and so fully effected as in the one proposed in
Mr. Jackson's resolution. They are contented, therefore, to rest to the suggestion of Congress itself,
the beneficial consequences resulting to your memorialists, and to the community at large, from
having a great national road crossing the Ohio river at this place, and here intersecting an improved
communication with the great northern Lakes, at what may with strict propriety, be termed the head
of the uninterrupted navigation of the Ohio river—and to endeavor, on general principles only, to
demonstrate its national utility in preferenceto the one by Wheeling, above, or to any which might be
proposed to strike the river below.

If it is admitted that the object of such a road, in the eye of Congress, is the transportation of public
and private communications by mails; the giving necessary facility to the immense and increasing
migration, traversing the mountains westward; and to the conveyance of foreign and domestic
merchandize for their consumption—one way; and of the products of the soil for the Atlantic
markets, the other way, (and such they believe to be its object)—they would with great deference
observe: That by the road which now comes to this point in its present unrepaired condition, the
communication is made by the regular course of the mails, from Washington City to Marietta, in
four days, to Chillicothe in five, and to Lexington, in Kentucky, in six. That the country through which
the road runs, particularly in the Winchester direction, renders it susceptible to great improvement
both as regards its safety and its distance: That it is even now a shorter road to Chillicothe (the
great focus of the western roads) as appears by the list of offices and distances in the Register
of the General Post Office, than the one by Wheeling, of 30 or 40 miles; on which last mentioned
road, letters are generally eleven days, and oftentimes longer, travelling a distance, which on the
Marietta route, is travelled in five days only. If therefore the rapidity with which public despatches
and private communications can be made from the seat of Government to the state governments
of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, and to the governments of Michigan, Illinois and Upper Louisiana
territories, is of any importance in a national view, it must certainly give a decided preference to
the route by Marietta:—That the passage of the Allegany mountains in any of the more northern
directions, besides necessarily making a considerable deviation from a direct western course, is
always dangerous, and sometimes impracticable for loaded teams, owing to the precipitous nature
of the country through which the roads pass—and generally for some months in each year, when
such teams of merchandize arrive at the Ohio river at Wheeling, or any point above, they find to their
very great disappointment and inconvenience, that the water of the river is too low for a descent;
whereas on the proposed route, the passage of the mountains, at a small comparative expense,
might be made perfectly easy and safe at all seasons; its course pursuing, without perceptible
variation, its rectilinear direction, and when it intersects the river Ohio, does it, where from the
confluence of the great Muskingum river and some others of less note, there is always sufficient
water for the immediate and safe descent of navigation:—That from the favorable situation of
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Chillicothe as a central point from which other great roads will naturally diverge—on the North, to
Detroit—on the West, to Vincennes and St. Louis, and on the South, to Cincinnati, Lexington and
Louisville, in Kentucky—it is presumed that any road which Congress may open for communicating
with those places, will be directed to that point; and having, as it is believed, pointed out sufficient
objections against one running North of Marietta—it remains to be considered what advantage,
if any, will result from a road which shall cross the Ohio South of Marietta. Presuming that, if such
a road was contemplated, the mouth of great Kenhawa or Big Sandy river would be the point of
intersection—the following objections would forcibly apply to them both: The length of the road
would be considerably increased by running South of its intended object; It would have to run
through an entirely unimproved and very mountainous country for a great distance; and would, it
is confidently believed, cost the government more to make it equal to the present Marietta road,
than it would to make the last mentioned road to the State of Indiana, equal to any road which is not
turnpiked in the whole United States.

No fund seems to your memorialists so applicable to this purpose as the proceeds of the sales
of public lands in this and the adjoining state of Indiana; but of this they pretend to have no
right or intention to judge—confiding fully in the disposition of Congress to extend their internal
improvements, and hazarding no expression which might be thought to interfere with their financial
department—barely suggesting that from the increased value of the land which would still remain to
the United States, the Treasury would, in a short period, be well nigh reimbursed.

Your memorialists do therefore most humbly pray that an appropriation may be made for the
purpose indicated in the aforementioned Resolution. And as in duty bound will ever pray.”

And the same being read was unanimously adopted; and the meeting proceeded to adopt the
following resolution:—

Resolved, That a committee of nine, to be called the Corresponding Committee, be appointed, whose
duty it shall be to forward the proceedings of this meeting to the Hon. J. G. Jackson, (now a member
of Congress) to be by him presented to Congress at their present session or otherwise, as he may
judge expedient; and that the said committee be requested to correspond with all such persons as in
their opinion will aid and assist in carrying into effect the objects of this meeting.

Resolved, That General Rufus Putnam, Dudley Woodbridge, Jr. Samuel Hoit, Paul Fearing, Ephraim
Cutler, Joseph Wood, George Turner, William Skinner and Joseph Barker, Esquires, be a committee
for the last mentioned purposes. The meeting then adjourned, sine die.

By Order,
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(Signed) JOSEPH HOLDEN, Chairman.

(Signed) GEORGE TURNER, Secretary.


