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ADDRESS OF THE CINCINNATI SOCIETY OF RELIGIOUS INQUIRY AND YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN
UNION.

1854.

In October, 1848, a number of young men connected with one of the churches in this city, associated
themselves together for mutual encouragement in their Christian course, for increasing their
knowledge of the religious condition of the world, and for greater usefulness in the cause of their
Redeemer.

At first intending to include only their little circle, the society was soon enlarged to embrace the
young men of their own congregation, and about three months after, its organization was extended
to all denominations, and founded on the broad principle of Christian union.

Its main object being the improvement of its members, and the collection of information adapted to
that end, it was styled the “ Young Men's Society of Inquiry, ” which was afterward modified to the “
Society of Religious Inquiry. ” At that time, and for some years after, its members had no knowledge
of the existence of any similar organization, although the Young Men's Christian Association of
London had been formed some time previously. Within the past three years, following the lead of
the London Association, numerous kindred societies have arisen in various parts of Europe and this
country. To indicate its identity, in spirit and design, with these associations, and as explanatory of
the original title, the words, “ Young Men's Christian Union, ” have been added to the name.

Without any definite plan of operations, and depending upon experience to point out the best
means of attaining the objects they had in view, its members occupied themselves during the first six
months in prosecuting inquiries in regard to various subjects of local interest. About the expiration
of that period, perceiving the spiritual destitution of some quarters of the city, and moved thereto,

by the advice of a distinguished father in the church,* they projected the establishment of Mission
Sabbath Schools. The first of these was commenced in April, 1849, and the Society has since added
to the number, as it has had ability. At present it maintains seven, containing between five and six
hundred scholars.

* Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D., Princeton, N. J.
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These Schools are under the entire control and management of the Society, conducted strictly upon
Union and Mission principles, and are designed to employ such time as members can devote to
them, without interfering with the duty they owe to their respective churches.

The labors of the Society in collecting information were at first irregular and without system.—
During its second year a plan of Committees of Inquiry on Missions was adopted, and has since been
pursued, by which certain portions of the Missionary field are assigned to Standing Committees. One
or more of these, reports at each meeting, giving such items of intelligence relating to the progress
of Missions and religious truth, as may have fallen under their observation. These reports, besides
giving an agreeable variety to the meetings, afford a profitable exercise for members, and tend to
foster the spirit of Missions, which is the strongest bond of Union.

In 1851, the Society commenced the formation of a Library, but various circumstances occurring to
hinder its progress, and other duties absorbing the attention of members, it has not been carried
on with energy. To afford increased facilities for the prosecution of this object, and the collection
of suitable papers and periodicals in a Reading Room, the Society has recently taken commodious
Rooms in a central and eligible location. By the liberality of a number of our citizens, it has been
enabled to secure a favorable lease, and has furnished them in a handsome and comfortable style.

Since its organization, the Society has numbered in its ranks, members from all Evangelical branches
of the Church, and it is a fact, worthy of notice, that nothing has ever occurred in its proceedings, to
occasion the slightest interruption to their harmonious cooperation.

Thus, for nearly six years it has quietly, but steadily pursued its course, maturing its plans and
perfecting its organization, as experience has dictated. From its institution to the present hour,
its progress has been constant, and it has known no backward movement. At length permanently
located, and feeling prepared for more extended usefulness, it presents its claims and advantages to
those whom it is designed to embrace.

Christian Young Men —you are earnestly invited to unite with this Society, and take such part in
its proceedings as time and inclination will permit. All its duties are voluntary, and in its different
schemes of usefulness, a variety of tastes and circumstances are provided for. Some may take
part in one, some in another. In any branch, they who participate, will find their labors bring their
own reward. Their Christian graces will be developed, and their hearts cheered by the pleasures of
social intercourse. Some perhaps can only lend their names and influence in its support; yet this is
important, and it is hoped will not be denied. The knowledge that they sympathize with its efforts,
and are willing, as far as in their power, to sustain it, will encourage those who are actively engaged.
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And to young men who are not professing Christians, its advantages are cordially tendered.—For your
mental, moral and spiritual improvement, its arrangements are especially designed. It affords a
pleasant resort for leisure hours, introduces you to desirable and profitable acquaintances, revives
the influence of early impressions and home instruction, and strengthens you to resist the many
temptations of a large city.

Will not then, the young men of Cincinnati, and all who appreciate the value of a moral and religious
character, unite in its support? In several cities of the Union large and flourishing associations of a
similar nature have been established. There is no place were one can be more useful than in this
city; and with its practical experience, and thorough organization, this Society ought to be second to
none.

The rooms of the Society are in Nos. 58 and 60, Fourth Street, between Walnut and Vine, and are
open to visitors every evening from 7 to 10 o'clock.

The regular Meetings of the Society are held at the rooms on the second and fourth Monday
evenings of each month.

Any member of an Evangelical church may become a Member by being elected and signing the
Constitution. Members pay an initiation fee of fifty cents and twenty-five cents monthly.

Any person of good moral character may become an Associate Member, by being proposed and
accepted by the Society. Associate Members pay One Dollar annually in advance, and are entitled to
all privileges of membership, except voting and holding office.


