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TRICKS OF THE REPUBLICAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE EXPOSED.

Ohio School System—Who are its Founders?

DEMOCRACY AND FREE SCHOOLS!

The only Positive Action of the Republican Party on the School Question in Ohio, is to Destroy the System by
Requiring White and Black to be Educated Together.

The Republican party is in its extremity. All hope of success has taken wing unless it can be secured
by the practice of fraud, or the imposition of a deception. To this end, with an effrontery which
can only find an excuse in their utterly exhausted resources, they have published pamphlets and
circulars charging that the Democracy are the enemies of the Common School system, and that the
Democratic party is seeking its destruction. This is a slander of the grossest character. Why should
the Democracy attack the school system? The school system is the child of the Democracy. It has
received its fostering care from its infancy to its present perfect state. The constant inquiry on the
part of the Democracy has been to perfect all its parts, and thus secure to the children of the poor
the advantages of a liberal education. The Republican party now steps forward claiming to be its
peculiar protector. It is insolence and fraud to make such pretensions. The very organization of the
Republican party precludes the idea that it can be in deep sympathy with the system. The system
is for the benefit of the poor. The affiliations and hopes of that class are with the Democracy—
have always been, and will be. The Republican party is in sympathy with the moneyed class. It is the
protector of bank systems—not free school systems. Its legislation enriches the rich, impoverishes
the poor. There has never been but one studied effort made to affect the usefulness of the public
schools. The Democracy was not the author of that move, but the Republican party was. Under the
pretense of insuring the “civil rights” of the colored race, the school system, not only of Ohio, but
in all the States, was attacked. For three sessions the Republican party, under the leadership of its
ablest men in both Houses of Congress, labored to fasten the iniquity of “mixed schools” on the
system. The Republicans were conscious of the fact that it would bring destruction to the system,
but deeming it essential for the consolidation of the mixed elements of their party they were willing
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to accomplish this outrage. It was only when it was found that before the people would submit
to the enormity that they would repudiate the Republican party, that the Republican majority in
Congress would consent to strike from the “civil rights” bill the clause establishing mixed schools.
To preserve the organization of their party they grudgingly gave up their pet scheme. These are the
only blows the free school system has ever received, and yet the authors of the attack now raise
the alarm 2 cry, and claim to be the especial guardians of the system. This is duplicity of the most
barefaced character.

The following is a true history of the school system in the State of Ohio. Its origin was with the
Democracy. Its present perfect state is the result of Democratic legislation.

The Ohio school system has grown up with the progressive stages of the State until it is now one of
the best, if not the very best, in this country or Europe.

It began with the ordinance of May 20, 1785, “for ascertaining the mode of disposing of the lands in
the Western territory.” One of the provisions of that ordinance is that “every thirty-sixth section shall
be reserved for sale for the maintenance of public schools, within said township.”

The ordinance of 1787 of which this clause was the work of Mr. Jefferson, provides “that SCHOOLS
and means of EDUCATION shall forever be encouraged.”

The early history of Ohio shows that the people were imbued with the spirit of popular education.
In 1821 an act was passed for the erection of school districts and the election of school officers,
which provided that the county commissioners should levy taxes for school purposes. The act of
1825 was the first uniform law on the subject, and by it the commissioners were authorized to make
increased levies for school purposes. The acts of 1829, 1831 and 1834 increased the powers of
county commissioners to levy taxes for school purposes, and afforded increased facilities for the
organization of Common Schools. The act of 1836, which was adopted by a Democratic legislature,
was the first general law that provided for levies by township trustees to keep up the public schools,
and it and the act of 1838 are really the foundation of the Ohio school system. The act of 1838, also
by a Democratic legislature, increased the power of township trustees to make levies for the purpose
of keeping up the public schools and created a State Common School Fund in addition to local
levies. The act of 1839, by a Democratic legislature, provided for the establishment of German and
English schools. The act of 1849, by a Democratic legislature, recognized the importance of Teachers'
Instiutes, created a fund for their aid and thus laid the foundation of interchange of opinion among
teachers, and did more to establish the business of teaching as a profession and to enlighten, qualify
and ENCOURAGE TEACHERS in their work than any other act that had preceded it. This act was also
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the first to recognize THE RIGHTS OF COLORED CHILDREN TO BE EDUCATED, and provided for their
education by State and local levy.

Up to this time all important legislation for the encouragement, improvement and development of
the educational interest of the children of the State, EMBRACING EVERY IMPORTANT act under the
Constitution of 1802, had been adopted under Democratic legislation.

The Constitution of 1851, framed by a convention a majority of whose delegates were Democrats,
provides:

Art. 6 Sec. 1. The principal arising from the sale or other disposition of lands or other property
granted or entrusted to the State for educational and religious purposes shall forever be preserved
inviolate and undiminished, and the income arising therefrom shall be faithfully applied to the
specific object of the original grant or appropriation.

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall make such provision by taxation or otherwise as with the increase
arising from the school trust fund will secure a thorough and efficient system of common schools
throughout the State, but no religious or other sect or sects shall ever have any exclusive right to or
control of any part of the school fund of this State.

These are the provisions of the present Constitution of the State of Ohio, framed by a convention
the majority of whose delegates were Democrats, and adopted at an election where the majority of
the votes cast were cast by Democratic voters. The Democrats voting for the Constitution and the
opposition to the Democratic party voting against it.

The act of 1853, for the establishment of common schools in Ohio, was a revised embodiment of the
laws relating to common schools that had been adopted previous to that date. It was enlarged and
placed on a more liberal basis under the foregoing sections of the Constitution. 3 It was prepared
and presented by a Democratic member of the General Assembly, examined and reported upon
favorably by committees of both houses of the General Assembly, the majority of the members of
both committees were Democrats, and the bill was adopted and became a law by the action and
votes of a Democratic Legislature, the opposition generally voting against it.

The act of 1853 provided more liberally for the education in German and English schools, for graded
schools, education of colored children, for teachers' institutes, and placed education in the reach
of all. Its merits are too well known and appreciated to need comment. It has been codified and
somewhat amended since that date, but it has preserved the same liberal outline, the same system,
the same substance, and generally the same language and sections as when adopted in 1853.
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The Democratic legislature of 1875, was so careful to guard the interests of the common schools,
and preserve them in their present purity and keep up with the progress of the present age, and
enforce more fully the provisions of the foregoing sections of the Constitution, it provided (see
59, vol. 72, page 59, laws of 1875), that in case of the failure of boards of education to make the
necessary levy to keep up the schools for six months in each year, that each member of the board
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding $50 nor less than $25, for neglect to make the proper levy.

The Democratic Convention of June 17, 1875, point with pride to their record on the common school
question for forty years, when they adopted the following resolution:

We favor the complete separation of church and State, religious independance and absolute
freedom of opinion; equal and exact justice to all religious societies; and purely secular education at
the expense of the taxpayers, without division among, or control of any sect, directly or indirectly, of
any portion of the public school fund.

In view of the admirable provisions of our State Constitution, upon these subjects which are due to
the energy and wisdom of the Democratic party, we denounce the Republican platform as an insult
to the intelligence of the people of Ohio, and a base appeal to sectarian prejudice.

In declaring these principles the Democratic party can look back over a period of forty years of the
school history of Ohio, and point to a series of enactments made by Democratic legislatures from
1836 to the present time, including the solemn pledge of the constitutional provision, and SAY THAT
AS A PARTY WE POINT TO OUR WORK IN THE PROTECTION OF THE EDUCATIONAL INTEREST of the
rising generation of the State, under the best school system in the world.

In 1836 a Democratic Legislature provided for local levy for school purposes. In 1838 a State
Common School Fund was first established, and that by a Democratic Legislature, and increased
power was given for local levy. In 1839 a Democratic Legislature provided for the first organization
of a German and English school. In 1849 a Democratic Legislature provided for the establishment
of County Teachers' Institutes In 1849 a Democratic Legislature provided first for the education of
the colored children of the State. In 1851 a CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION, framed by delegates, the
majority of whom were Democrats, which forever prohibited any division of the school funds of
the State, was adopted by a Democratic vote, which can only be changed by an amendment being
submitted by a majority of three-fifths of each branch of the General Assembly, and be ratified by a
majority of the qualified voters of the State, after having six months' public notice.

In 1853 a Democratic member presented, and Democratic committees reported favorably, and
a Democratic Legislature passed the act creating the present school system in Ohio. In 1875 a
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Democratic Legislature provided a penalty to compel boards of education to provide for six months
school in each year.

The work of establishing the present school system in Ohio is the work of the Democratic Party.
We, as a party, take pleasure in standing by it. Step by step has it been developed by Democratic
legislation and protected by a Constitution adopted by Democratic votes until it has won the
admiration of all.

While all this work has been done by the Democratic party, what has the Republican party done
while in power? Nothing! except to let it alone or ATTEMPT TO BREAK UP AND DESTROY IT. And to
this end, they have LABORED. The Republican party STANDS UPON THE RECORD IN FAVOR OF AN
EFFORT TO DESTROY OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM. In 1871, they sought to DESTROY THE FREE SCHOOL
SYSTEM of Ohio, by a bill reported by Mr. Sayler, Republican member from Preble, which provided as
follows:

“ Section 93. The schools established by this act shall be free to all youth between six and twenty-
one years of age, that are children, wards or appentices, of actual residents of their school districts;
provided that each board shall have power to admit other persons not under six years of age, upon
such terms or upon the payment of such tuition as may be prescribed; and provided further, that
the several boards of education shall make such assignment of youth of their respective districts to
the schools established by them as will in their opinion best promote the interest of education in
their district.”

The object of this section was WELL KNOWN TO BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF BREAKING UP THE
PRESENT PLAN OF SEPARATE SCHOOLS FOR COLORED CHILDREN, and to create SOCIAL EQUALITY of
the races by placing WHITE and COLORED CHILDREN IN THE SAME SCHOOLS.

Mr. Shafer moved to amend section 93 by adding to it, in exact words, the language of the law
of 1864 [see Swan & Sayler's Statutes, page 705], providing for separate schools and separate
education for colored children. [See House Journal for 1871, page 924]. This amendment of Mr.
Shafer was voted down by a vote of 46 yeas to 52 nays. The yeas and nays can be found on page
925, the Republicans voting in a body for mixed schools and against separate education. This bill
then came up for final passage. It failed of a constitutional majority—yeas 51, nays 49, the yeas
being all Republican. [See House Journal, 1871, page 939]. Such is the Republican record on our
Common Schools. Ready to make them nurseries of social equality; ready to destroy them, rather
than lose the negro vote.
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All know that by the adoption of such a measure the schools in many portions of the State would be
entirely broken up and our school system destroyed. They indorsed by this, the only POSITIVE act of
their party on the school system of Ohio, and said, in the language of Senator Howe:

“But Senators say ‘let us be careful; do not go to far; the public schools are the creation of the State;
do not dare to say that the COLOR shall be mixed; say that and the schools fall; there shall be none.”
I hear the threat and I admit I am afraid. I do not know but they will do it. Let justice be done though
the common schools and the very heavens fall. ”

Or, in the language of another, Senator Pratt:

“ Who declaims against negro equality are never heard to start any objection to admission of
citizenship of the foreigner. ”

Let it be understood; take the RECORD, examine the actions of the great political parties for the past
forty years; see by what parties the work has been done in favor of schools in Ohio, and it will be
found that the only POSITIVE ACTION of the Republican party has been for the establishment of
mixed schools. Examine all their legislation on the subject of schools and you find nothing new on
the subject. They have simply said by their legislation that the Democratic work was well done and
have acquiesced in it, except to attempt to destroy it by forcing WHITE and BLACK to be educated
together.
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