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LOYALTY AND PATRIOTISM.

MONUMENTS THAT MEAN SOMETHING AND MONUMENTS THAT DON'T.

GOVERNOR FORAKER'S SPEECH AT THE Unveiling of the Steedman Monument at Toledo, Ohio,
May 26, 1887.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I do not come here to-day to talk, and as I look out upon
this vast assembly, so impossible to be talked to, I am profoundly thankful for that fact. I came
here, as Mr. Kumler has indicated, only to act—in order that I might preside over the exercises of
this occasion. There are other gentlemen here, however, who will address you—men who have
been selected for the express purpose of voicing the sentiments of this occasion. It will be my duty
shortly to introduce them to you. Allow me to say now for them that their very names are a sufficient
guarantee that nothing will be left unsaid that should be spoken. In view of such a fact I might very
well, without any kind of an explanation or apology, proceed with the work that has been assigned
to me—and perhaps it would be better I should do so. And yet I don't intend to do so. [Laughter.]
On the contrary, I intend to detain you a moment in order that I may give expression to at least one
word that is in my mind.
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The word I would utter is not one of commendation for the princely generosity that has set up here
this beautiful monument; neither does it form any part of the glowing tribute so loudly called for
by the high qualities and distinguished virtues of the great citizen and soldier in whose honor we
have assembled. If it were otherwise, it would be a pleasant task for me to extol the liberality and
the grateful remembrance of Mr. Finlay. It would give me sincere pleasure to portray the splendid
example he has given and indicate how worthy and deserving it is of emulation by others of our
fellow citizens of this great city and State; and as for General Steedman and his noted qualities of
heroism and valor and patriotism, I could speak of him and of them only with that sort of sacred
soldierly pride that is born of a priceless recollection of a comradeship with him on the bloody fields
where he won his imperishable fame. [Applause.] But I know that the liberality and example of Mr.
Finlay, and the good qualities of General Steedman, will be ably and eloquently discussed to you
by the gentlemen to whom that discussion has been entrusted. Hence it is that the world I would
speak has no special reference to them as individuals; and I may add that it has no special reference
to any particular individual living, or to any particular hero dead. On the contrary, I want to speak a
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word for the good of all the living, and for the honor of all our patriot dead. And the word I would
speak is one of congratulation and profound thankfulness for this occasion; thankfulness that the
long and almost uninterrupted line of newspaper accounts which we have been reading day after
day for the last three months, about the unveiling and dedicating of monuments erected in honor
of Confederate soldiers and Confederate generals, and Confederate statesmen and Confederate
everything else, has at last suffered at least this much of an interruption; [great applause] and that
3 in consequence the American people will be given an opportunity in to-morrow's newspaper
accounts of this day's work to read once more about the thrilling story of loyalty and patriotism.
[Renewed applause.]

And I would utter this word because I am simple-minded enough to come to the conclusion
that, while so much is being said and done in honor of the men who undertook to destroy this
government that they might perpetuate the curse and crime of slavery, it is well enough, at least
now and then, to raise a stone and lift a voice in honor of the men by whose heroism and sacrifice
their infamous iniquity was prevented of its consummation. [Great applause.] Though it may be all
right to erect monuments to the honor of men who fought with courage and bravery for that which
they believed to be right, yet it is better to erect monuments in honor of men who not only fought
with courage and bravery for that which they believed to be right, but for that which was in fact
right [renewed applause]; for men who not only had on their side conscientious conviction of duty,
but who also had on their side truth and justice and human liberty, the stars and stripes, American
nationality, and that great cause for all mankind, free popular government. [Applause.]

In this matter of erecting monuments, let me call attention to the fact that every country, every age,
every civilization, has produced whole generations of men who believed they were right; whole
generations who were willing to gallantly fight and willing to die, if need be, in behalf of a cause
which they had a conscientious conviction was a just cause. But never before did the people of
the world think it appropriate to erect monuments in their honor. If all such men had monuments
standing in their memory to-day there would not be room left to live on the earth. The reason
monuments of that kind have not been erected is simply that they teach 4 nothing of value to the
living and bear no message of worth to posterity. Such monuments do but cumber the ground, and
the high-sounding phrases with which they are set up are but the twaddle of sentimentality that
must die with the breath that has uttered them. [Applause.]

But not so with this monument. It stands there, and will in years to come, not only to perpetuate
to posterity the form and features of James B. Steedman, and to tell the thrilling story of his lofty
patriotism and soldierly deeds, but it also stands there to forever proclaim that he was identified
with that great cause in which by the blood of our patriotic dead it was inscribed in the organic law
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of this country that the Constitution of the United States was not made by the States, but by the
people, and that in consequence the general government, as to all the powers by that instrument
delegated to it, is supreme over States and people alike. It stands there to proclaim the death of that
great heresy, secession, that General Steedman so hated and despised. It stands there to proclaim
civil and political equality for all American citizens. It stands there to attest the indissolubility of the
American Union, and that the American people are an American nation. And it is because it signifies
all this that I have accounted it a duty as well as a pleasant privilege to come here and join with you
to-day in its unveiling and dedication. [Great applause.] It is because it signifies no less than that,
that I speak a word of congratulation and thankfulness that it should have been erected.

I have only one other word to add, and that is a prayer that God may bless and abundantly prosper
Mr. Finlay for the magnificent work of worth and patriotism that is to be wrought as the years go by
by the silent, patriotic influences that are to go out from this generous testimonial of his devoted
friendship for the old hero of Chickamauga. [Prolonged applause and cheers.]
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