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The ADDRESS of the Lords and Commons to his Majesty, on the present State of America, & c.

From the London Gazettee, of February 11.

ST. JAMES'S, February 9.

This day the Two Houses of Parliament presented to his Majesty the following Address:

The humble Address of the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in
Parliament assembled.

Die Martis, 7 Februarii, 1775.

Most Gracious Sovereign,

WE , your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
in Parliament assembled, return your Majesty our most humble thanks for having been graciously
pleased to communicate to us the several papers relating to the present state of the British Colonies
in America, which, by your Majesty's command, have been laid before us.

We have taken them into our most serious consideration; and we find that a part of your Majesty's
subjects, in the province of Massachusetts Bay, have proceeded so far to resist the authority of
the Supreme Legislature , that a rebellion at this time actually exists within the said province; and
we see with the utmost concern, that they have been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful
combinations and engagements, entered into by your Majesty's subjects in several of the other
Colonies, to the injury and oppression of many of their innocent fellow subjects, resident within
the kingdom of Great Britain, and the rest of your Majesty's dominions. This conduct, on their part,
appears to us the more inexcuseable, when we consider with how much temper your Majesty
and the two Houses of Parliament, have acted in support of the laws and constitution of Great-
Britain. We can never so far desert the trust reposed in us, as to relinquish any part of the sovereign
authority over all your Majesty's dominions, which, by law, is vested in your Majesty, and the two
Houses of Parliament: And the conduct of many persons in several of the Colonies, during the late
disturbances, is alone sufficient to convince us how necessary this power is for protection of the lives
and fortunes of all your Majesty's subjects.
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We have ever been, and always shall be, ready to pay attention and regard to any real grievances
of your Majesty's subjects, which shall, in a dutiful and constitutional manner, be laid before us;
and whenever any of the colonies shall make a proper application to us, we shall be ready to afford
them every just and reasonable indulgence: At the same time, we consider it as our indispensible
duty, humbly to beseech your Majesty, that you will take the most effectual measures to enforce
DUE obedience to the laws and authority of the Supreme Legislature; and we beg leave, in the most
solemn manner, to assure your Majesty, that it is our fixed resolution, at the hazard of our lives and
properties, to stand by your Majesty against all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of the just
rights of your Majesty, and the two Houses of Parliament.

St. James's, Jan. 4. It is his Majesty's pleasure, That all officers belonging to his Majesty's 17th
regiment of light dragoons, 35th, 49th, and 63d regiments of foot, now serving in Ireland, do
immediately repair to their respective corps in that kingdom, except such as may be employed in
Ireland on the recruiting service.

ROCHFORD.

Feb. 11. Of all the American papers given into the House of Commons by Lord North, none appeared
so obnoxious to government as that stiled, ‘A League and Covenant;” and it is said, the Crown
Lawyers have given it as their opinion, that all the Bostonians who signed it have committed an over-
act of high treason

The following we hear is an exact lift of the reinforcement intended for Boston: Three regiments of
foot, one of dragoons, seven companies of marines, a large train of artillery.

Advices from Madrid mention, orders having been sent to all the sea ports in Spain, to register a
great number of seamen immediately.

Lord Chatham, on Friday last, in the House of Lords, at the conclusion of a most excellent speech,
made a motion, for an humble address to be presented to his Majesty, for the removal of the troops
out of Boston, as the first step of a reconciliation.

In an answer to Lord Chatham, Lord Suffolk greatly condemned the conduct of the Americans; said
that government had tried every gentle method in their power, but to no effect; that things were
at last come to that crisis, that either the mother country must assert her authority, or resign it;
that himself, as one of his Majesty's Ministers, advised coercive measures, and would abide by such
advice at all hazards.
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Lord Lyttelton supported Lord Suffolk, and rested the principal part of his argument on the
infallibility of acts of Parliament, which any power that resisted against, he said, should be compelled
to submit to.

Lord Gower, Rochford, and Weymouth, avowed the settled intentions of government of compelling
the Americans to the immediate obedience of the Legislature of the Mother country.

The question was put, when on a division, there appeared, Not Contents 77, Contents 18.

Yesterday the Hon.—Gunning, brother to her Grace the Dutchess of Argyle, kissed his Majesty's
hand at St. James's, on being promoted to the rank of Colonel, and at the same time took leave of his
Majesty, previous to his departure with his regiment for Boston; as did Generals Howe and Burgoyne
on the same occasion.

Orders are given for all the ships which are destined for America and Newfoundland, to take on
board their full compliment of seamen and soldiers immediately.

Yesterday Major General Clinton took leave of his Majesty at St. James's, and will embark in a few
days for America; and not General Burgoyne, as before mentioned.

On Tuesday last the Constitutional Society resolved unanimously, that 100l. sterling be sent by that
society to Dr. FRANKLIN, requesting that he will transmit the same for the relief of the distressed
inhabitants of Boston.

Extract of a letter from Dublin.

“The transportation of so many battallions, to North-America, is a measure which has thrown the
people into the utmost consternation, particularly as Spain has so large a Squadron, and such a
multitude of land forces ready for embarkation.”

Printed by JOHN DUNLAP.


