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To the Free and Virtuous CITIZENS of AMERICA, Friends and Countrymen,

THE happiness or misfortunes, the benefits or injuries, of an individual, have generally no claim
to the public attention. I do not therefore address you on my own account, but on yours. I do not
with to prejudice any man, but to serve my country, I was content, even while sacrificed for the
aggrandizement of others; but I will not see an individual, or family, raised upon the ruins of the
general weal. What I write to you, I would have said to your Representatives, their ears have been
shut against me, by an attention to matters, which my respect for them induces me to believe were
of more importance. While it was safe to be silent, my lips were closed. Necessity hath opened them,
and necessity must excuse this effort, to serve, by informing you.

What I have done, and what I have suffered, from the moment I left my native shore, until I was
honoured with one colleague, and saddled with another, is needless now to repeat; I have told
it substantially to Congress, and as their servant, I leave it with them. In September, 1776, they
appointed the Honourable Benjamin Franklin, Arthur Lee, Esqrs. and myself, their Commissioners
at the Court of Versailles, previous to which, I had the honour to be the Commercial and Political
Agent of America in Europe. My venerable friend, Dr. Franklin, arrived at Paris in December, 1776,
and Arthur Lee, Esq; a few days after him. This gentleman, by agreement among the Commissioners,
went to Spain in the month of February following, to negotiate your interests there, and having by
a woman display of his errand, given great and just cause of distrust to the Court of Madrid, he
returned in the beginning of April, not having gone further than the city of Burgos. The reasons of
that Court for restricting him to this place, with many other matters important for you to know, may
perhaps appear in the course of these letters.

While he was on that journey, Dr. Franklin received a commission to go thither, but his health, the
season, and other circumstances prevented his departure until he was superseded. Many reasons
concurred, to convince the Commissioners, that Arthur Lee, Esq: could no where be less serviceable
than at Paris, and therefore in May, 1777, he set off to make the tour of Germany, in order to arrive
at Berlin in safety. At this place, he was so unfortunate as to do nothing, unless indeed we may give
the name of business to the loss of his papers, by which a discovery was made of the secrets of his
colleagues, and the British ministry enabled to counteract the measures taken for your benefit. In
August he returned to Paris, and shortly after received his appointment as Commissioner to the
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Court of Madrid, with reservation, nevertheless, of his former commission, to that of Versailles. Here
I must leave him to take notice of another gentleman of the same family.

In February, 1777, I received a notification of the appointment of William Lee, Esq; to be one of
your Commercial Agents in Europe, of which I gave him notice. As your commercial affairs were,
at that time, in such a state as to require much attention and care, I pressed this gentleman, then
in England, to come over immediately and execute his office, but heard nothing from him till the
month of June, when he arrived in Paris. At this place he continued until about some time in August,
when he went to Nantz. There he was loudly called on to regulate certain affairs, which he prudently
declined, left, as he observed, his property in England should be affected. In September or October,
he returned to Paris, and there received his appointment of Commissioner to the Courts of Vienna
and Berlin. He continued nevertheless inactive at Paris until the month of December, carefully
concealing his appointments, which might indeed have militated against his office of Alderman of
the city of London, which he did then, and probably does still retain. When the news of General
Burgoyne's defeat and surrender arrived, it produced a revolution in the minds of many, and, among
others, inspired your Commercial Agent, and Political Commissioner, the Honourable William Lee,
Esq; with some degree of activity in your favour.

That I may not be under the necessity of mentioning this gentleman again. I add here, that he hath
since gone to Vienna, having first appointed sundry commercial Agents for you, at the several ports,
and in one instance removed the person who had faithfully done your business for two per cent. in
favour of another, who is to receive five per cent. of which, as well as of the like commission at other
places, Mr. Lee receives a share, for superintending at Vienna, the business done on your account a
thousand miles off from his place of residence.

My respect for the Honorable the Congress, and of consequence for its members, will lead me to
treat with all possible tenderness their friends, dependants and connections, and therefore as the
Honorable Arthur and William Lee, Esqrs. have two brothers in that Body, I shall make no other
observation on the fruitful topic of their manners and deportment, than this, that unfortunately
for you, those gentlemen so highly elevated, and so widely entrusted, gave universal disgust to the
nation whose assistance we solicited.

Having thus introduced you to your great servants, I proceed to make you acquainted with some
other personages, which it is of consequence for you to know. I am sorry to say, that the Honorable
Arthur Lee, Esq; was suspected, by some of the best friends you had abroad, and those in important
characters and stations. This arose from his connection and acquaintance with Lord Shelburne,
who had been his patron in England, and to whom it was, from many circumstances, supposed
he disclosed your secrets. These suspicions, whether well or ill sounded, were frequently related
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and urged to Doctor Franklin and myself, and joined to his undisguised hatred of, and expressions
of contempt for, the French nation in general, embarrassed us exceedingly, and was of no small
prejudice to your affairs.

In the summer of 1777, a correspondence took place between a certain Doctor Berkenhout
and the Hon. Arthur Lee, Esq; on political subjects. The Doctor proposed in general terms, an
accommodation, and after all obstacles arising from our supposed want of confidence in him, and
the like, were removed, the Doctor went so far as to propose a meeting with Mr. Lee; but these
dispositions were deranged, by the news of General's Howe's arrival in this city. Mr. Lee shewed to
Doctor Franklin and myself a part of this correspondence, and in order to give the greater weight to
Doctor Berkenhout's remarks, gave us to understand, that the Doctor was in the confidence of the
British Ministry.

Immediately on the arrival of the news of General Burgoyne's surrender, a treaty with France
seemed to the British Ministry more near and more probable; your Commissioners, therefore,
were continually sounded, indirectly, as to their dispositions for reconciliation. About this time Mr.
Lee's Secretary went to and from London, charged with affairs which were secret to your other
Commissioners. Conjectures were formed, it is true, and with the more reason as Mr. Lee was
dragged into the treaty with the utmost reluctance. It was agreed that this important matter should
be kept a profound secret, yet a few days from the signing, it was pointedly declared in the House
of Commons by the Hon. Charles Fox, Esq; the friend of Lord Shelburne; this gave additional weight
to the other circumstances. Add to this, that the attention of Doctor Franklin and myself to your
service, gave rise to many bickerings and disputes between Mr. Lee and us; the consequence was,
that insinuations and misrepresentations, to my disadvantage, were transmitted across the atlantic,
and shored up here for purposes which will hereafter appear. On the fourth day of March I received
in a cover, from one of the Committee of foreign correspondence, the following Resolution:

IN CONGRESS, December 8, 1777.

“ WHEREAS it is of the greatest importance “that Congress should at this critical conjuncture “be well
informed of the state of affairs “in Europe. And whereas Congress have “resolved that the honorable
Silas Deane, Esq; “be recalled from the court of France, and have “appointed another Commissioner
to supply his “place there. Ordered, that the Committee for “foreign Correspondence, write to the
honorable “Silas Dean, and direct to embrace him the first “opportunity of returning to America, and
upon “his arrival to repair with all possible dispatch “to Congress.”

And having placed my papers and yours, in safety, I left Paris the 30th, to embark for my native
country, on board that fleet, which your great and generous ally sent out for your assistance, in
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full confidence that I should not be detained for any considerable time in America on the business
I was sent for;—just before my departure I was informed of a matter, which as it may tend to
throw light on other circumstances, I shall simply relate. A gentleman of character told me, that his
correspondant in England, had seen a letter from the honorable Arthur Lee, Esq; dated the very day
on which the treaty was signed, (though it was not finished until near nine o'clock at night,) in which
were nearly these words. “This day the new partnership was signed and “sealed, and the new house
will begin to do business “immediately, if the old house means to “have any thing to do further, and
means honestly, “they must make their proposals immediately.”

When I arrived at this place, I solicited an audience of the Congress, which, after many delays which
some circumstances rendered unavoidable I obtained. I was twice heard before that honorable
body, viz. on the 19th and on the 21st of August, when I gave them as good a general account of
the matters entrusted to me as the time would permit. It being my intent to deliver singly and by
itself, a history of those affairs, and then to mention from time to time for their consideration such
things as my duty to you should require. But after two audiences, I have been unable to obtain a
third, altho' I have continually solicited it, and written several letters for that purpose which, together
with the answers, I have received, and the several intermediate transactions, as far as the public
service requires it, shall in due time, with the utmost candor on my part, be laid before you; without
deviating in the least, from that respect, which I have always professed, and which I feel for that
honorable body; and left any thing which I have said, or may say, should be misinterpreted, I do
hereby again repeat my veneration for your Representatives, excepting always those (if any such
there be,) who with partial interested views, and for sinister purposes, have endeavoured to sacrifice
your interest, as well as my reputation. I come now to some things, without which I might perhaps
have continued still longer silent. In September last I was informed, that the Doctor Berkenhout,
who I have mentioned above, was in gaol in this city. I confess I was surprized, considering what I
have already related, that this man should have the audacity to appear in the capital of America. I
immediately sat myself about the measures, which I conceived necessary to investigate his plans
and designs; concluding he was like to continue in those quarters for some time. But what was my
astonishment, when in a few days after I was informed that he was gone back to New York. There
was in this something which was alarming, that a person who from every appearance was sent out
as a spy, should be sent back with the knowledge he had been able to collect, was, what I could
not comprehend, and therefore in order, to set on foot an enquiry, I published the queries in Mr.
Dunlap's paper of the tenth of October, which had lain by me some days, in hopes that those in
authority, would have taken measures to prevent the necessity of it.

To these queries no satisfactory answer ever was, or probably ever will be given. At length that
providence in whom we have put our trust; hath by a concurrence of incidents, unfolded to me,
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the transaction, which was as follows.—Doctor Berkenhout came from New York, passed the lines,
and came to this place, under the presence of important business with Congress; when he arrived
in this place, he made no application to that body, but to the honorable Richard Henry Lee, Esq;
Doctor Berkenhout hath since said, that he had letters to that honorable member of Congress, from
the honorable Arthur Lee, Esq; joint Commissioner of the United States, at the court of Versailles,
and sole Commissioner of those states at the court of Madrid. Be this as it may, it is certain that the
Doctor had several meetings with the honorable Richard H. Lee, Esq; it is also certain, that when the
Doctor returned to New York, he ventured to assure the British Commissioners, that by the alliance
with France, America was at liberty to make peace, without consulting her ally, unless England
declared war, and it is equally certain, that the honorable Richard Henry Lee, Esq; constantly and
pertinaciously maintained this doctrine.

After the Doctor had been some few days in this town, he become suspected by the honorable
the Executive Council of this state, who determined to apprehend him. When this matter was
mentioned to the honorable Richard H. Lee, Esq; he declared the suspicions against him were base
and groundless, and that he was a good friend to America, he was nevertheless put into goal, and
there, not withstanding the precautions which were supposed to have been taken, he did see sundry
persons. He was permitted afterwards by the Executive Council to return to New York. I have been
told that even when he was dismissed, some gentlemen of that board were of opinion that he was,
(as in fact he was) en emissary from the British ministry. When the Doctor returned, he carried with
him letters, among others one for Governor Johnstone. He declared he had got what he wanted by
his journey.—He advised the sending other emissaries throughout these states, to discover the
designs and disposition of the people, and the like. Governor Johnstone, on the Doctor's complaining
that this measure had not before been adopted, promised that he would urge it to the British
ministry.—He advised also that Lt. Colonel Conolly of whom he gave a high character for his bravery
and sufferings, as well as for his inveteracy to the Americans, should be by all means sent to the
assistance of Colonel Butler, and that they should make a point of obtaining his release, and for that
purpose if it was refused, that they should call in all their prisoners, who were out on parole, which
they have actually since done.

It may not be amiss here, to give you the following short account. The Doctor on his return to New
York, fell into company with a person going into the city on private business, he mistook this person
for a friend of government (as certain persons call themselves) and after landing at Staten-Island,
spoke his mind freely on the above as well as other subjects. This person afterwards lodged in
the same house with the Doctor, and heard his conversation with Governor Johnstone. Particular
circumstances forbid my mentioning the name of this person at present, it is sufficient that the
information was voluntarily given, and before several persons of the first rank and character in this
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city. Now then, my countrymen, let me state in short my reasons for giving you those facts. I have
thought ever since the violences and despotism of Great-Britain first drove the dispute to the issue
of arms, that an alliance with France was for your real interest and happiness.

I was as far as in me lay a willing instrument to promote it; I now see, what I have for some time
suspected, a design to lead you into a breach of your national faith and honor, solemnly pledged,
and thereby most probably to the eventual loss of that liberty, which you have purchased at so great
an expense of blood and treasure.—I see also a design to lay waste your frontiers, by a most cruel
and barbarous war, and at the same time to fix in the different capitals emissaries to betray your
secrets, and by every other means, which either a casual, or designed inattention to them, may put
in their power to aid and bring about those designs. I think it therefore my duty to put you on your
guard.

When I mention, that the honorable Arthur Lee, Esq; your Commissioner at the court of Madrid, and
one of your Commissioners at Versailles, and the honorable William Lee, Esq; your Commissioner at
the Court of Vienna, and your Commissioner at the Court of Berlin, (which Courts are now actually
at war with each other) and also that he is your commercial Agent in Europe, and that they have two
brothers in Congress, I do not speak from any pique against them, for altho' they are my personal
and lately my avowed enemies, yet their conduct on many occasions hath been such, that to honor
them with the emotions of anger, would be degrading to that character, which I hope always to
maintain.—My objects is, merely to rescue your reputation. Foreigners are not perhaps so clear
sighted as they ought to be, and therefore cannot discern in those your Commissioners that degree
of merit, which hath led your Representatives to confer on them such various and incompatible
offices. And being equally ignorant of the wise and equitable manner in which your business is
conducted, they rashly conclude, that appointments, of which they cannot discern the propriety, are
to be attributed to the influence of intrigue and cabal. I have also a farther view in writing this letter,
it is to put those gentlemen who in some instances have carried not only their suspicions, but their
aspersions against some of your firmest friends very far, on their guard against those old obligations
and attachments which may ruin your affairs, and to be particularly careful whom they recommend,
and how. And would warn them from past experience against future danger, and intreat them
not too hastily and too rashly to impart your secrets to improper persons, particularly as Great-
Britain has not as yet acknowledged your Independence, and offered a treaty, the cultivation of an
interest at that court, cannot compensate the sacrifices which must be made to acquire it.—Lastly,
my countrymen, whilst I reverence your unsuspecting confidence, I would inculcate on your minds
the artifices of your foes, and lead you to beware, and on your guard.

I am your friend and countrymen, and I can say with truth and with pride your faithful servant,
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S. DEAN

Philadelphia, November, 1778.

Mr. Williams, a native of Boston, a gentleman greatly esteemed in France for his knowledge and integrity
in mercantile transactions, as well as for his agreeable and engaging manners, who bring well acquainted
with this language, and the commercial rules and customs in that kingdom, had rendered very important
services to his country, in his department, I shall mention this gentleman more particularly in the course of
my future letters.

Phila. ca. 4 th Jany. 1779 sale of the Letter inclosed
145/4


