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IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA, Saturday, November 28, 1778.

WHEREAS divers petitions have been presented to former Assemblies of this Commonwealth
suggesting inconveniencies in the present constitution and Form of Government, and praying the
said Assemblies to adopt prudent and proper measures to obtain the sense and judgment of the
good people of this State thereupon: In consequence whereof certain Resolutions were heretofore
passed and published, but the invasion of the State and other circumstances have prevented the
same being carried into effect. Resolved unanimously, therefore, in pursuance thereof, That the
people throughout this State, qualified to vote for members of Assembly, do meet at the usual
places of election since the late happy Revolution, on the twenty-fifth day of March next, and
chuse Judges and inspectors as by law directed in case of Representatives. And the said Judges and
Inspectors being so chosen and sworn as at the election of Representatives, shall provide two boxes
for the city and each district of every county, and on the first Tuesday of April next they shall receive
the votes of the Freemen qualified at the time of said election by law to vote as aforesaid, making
at the same time a list of the voters names, and put into one box all the votes, for and against a
Convention, the voters in favour of a Convention writing on their tickets “for a Convention,” and
those against it writing on the tickets “against a Convention,” and in the other box they shall put the
votes for the members of such Convention, as that, if the majority of votes should be in favour of a
Convention, the minority may not be precluded from a choice in the persons who are to compose it,
or the people put to the inconvenience of a second meeting; all which votes shall be put into boxes
so constructed as that they may be sealed as soon as the election is closed by the respective Judges
with distinct seals, and delivered by the said Judges, or one of them, to the Sheriffs at the Court-
houses of the respective counties within three days after, from whence they shall be brought up by
the said Sheriffs to the Assembly, if siting, or if not siting, then to the Assembly at their next meeting,
the Judges sending at the same time the impressions of their seals, and the lists of the voters names,
inclosed in a letter to the Speaker, and upon the Sheriff's making oath or affirmation, which he is
enjoined to do, that the said boxes as delivered by him are the same received from the judges of
the election, and in the same condition, without having been opened or the contents thereof in any
respect altered by them or with their privity; then the said boxes shall be opened in the House, and
if a majority of votes shall appear to be against a Convention then no further proceedings shall be
had but if a majority of votes shall be for a Convention, the Assembly shall then proceed to open
the boxes containing the names of the members for the city and each county, and shall declare the
six highest in number from each city and county to be the members to represent the said city and
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counties in Convention, and shall direct the Convention to meet at Lancaster on the first day of June
next; and the said Convention having so met, shall to judge of the qualifications of its members, and
then proceed to determine on these points, viz.

1. Whether the Legislative Power of the State shall be vested, as at present, in a single branch?

2. If the Convention should be for a second branch of Legislation, then, how the same and the
Executive Powers for the administration of government shall be constructed?

3. If the Convention shall determine against a second branch of Legislature, whether any provision
shall be made for the revisal of laws (without any negative) before they receive their final sanction?

4. Whether the appointment of Justices and Field Officers of the Militia shall be vested in the
Executive Powers of Government?

5. Whether the Council of Censors shall be abolished?

6. Whether the President and Vice-President may not be eligible into Council so as to be capable of
said offices after the expiration of three years, if their conduct shall render them worthy?

7. Whether the Judges should not be made more independent by having their salaries fixed and
certain?

8. Whether, agreeable to the articles of Confederation of the United States, the Delegates in
Congress may not be eligible three years successively?

9. In case any alterations shall be made by the Convention in the above points, how the several oaths
prescribed by the Constitution shall be adapted thereto?

And the said Convention having finished they shall publish their proceedings and determinations,
which shall be received and adopted by the inhabitants of this State, at and after the next general
election, as parts of the Constitution by which they are in future to be governed.

And that the choice may be as free and open as is consistent with the interest of the State, no office
or post under Congress, or in the State, shall debar any person otherwise qualified from being
elected into the said Convention.

And to prevent as much as possible any irregularities which may happen when the votes are
collected by districts, each district may, if they think proper, depute one substantial qualified
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freeholder, appointed in writing by the Inspectors, to attend at every other district in the said county
where an election is held, to check as much as may be, the receipt of votes from unqualified persons,
and to enable him so to do, there shall be produced at each place of election, the tax duplicates,
and also the registers taken by the Magistrates of the person having taken the oaths of allegiance as
prescribed by law, and if any vote be questioned as having been given on an antedated certificate,
the voter may be called to answer thereupon on oath or affirmation; and if he shall refuse to declare
the real date of his certificate, or it shall otherwise appear to be antedated, such votes shall be
rejected, unless he shall take the tests prescribed by law.

Extract from the Minutes, JOHN MORRIS Junior, Clerk of the General Assembly.
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