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Philadelphia, July 23, 1779.

TO THE PUBLIC.

FORTUNATELY we have preserved the original letter sent to our late chairman by the chairman of the
city committee, and have it therefore in our power to prove, as it is a piece of justice due to ourselves
to assert, that the pretended copy introduced to the public by a mr. A. B, through the channel of the
Evening Post of the twenty second inst. is essentially different from it.

The whole of the following sentence, viz. “The committee have and always “shall treat monopolizers
as they deserve, and distinguish between them and those “citizens in trade who were obliged to
advance their prices in their own defence; “and we request you to accept this as a mark of that
distinction,” has been foisted in, and as it forms an important part of the letter, and has a tendency
to give a new and different complexion to the whole of it, we must declare, let it come from what
quarter it may, that we view it as intended to serve a very dishonest and infamous purpose, that of
misleading the public judgement, on a matter of public concern.

Who A. B. is, or what authority he had to publish that letter in the manner he has done, we know not.
But we hope mr. Henry will feel it his duty to examine into this matter, and if it has not been done
under his sanction or that of the committee, to endeavor to discover the publisher, and hold him up
to public view as a person who has attempted most unwarrantably to injure them and us.

We are sorry for the necessity which has so frequently obliged us to trouble our fellow citizens.
We hope this will be the last instance. With great truth we can declare, that we have not been
guided by any motives unworthy good citizens. We wish a regulation and reduction of prices, if it be
practicable, and consistent with the interest of trade. This however, we are sure, is an undeniable
position, that there ought to be a general regulation, or none at all.

We are your affectionate fellow citizens.



Philadelphia, July 23, 1779; To the public Fortunately we have preserved the original letter sent to our late chairman by the

chairman of the city committee, and have it therefore in our power to prove, as it is a piece of justice due to ourselves to assert,

that the pretended copy introduced to the public by Mr. A. B. through the channel of the Evening Post of the twenty second inst. is

essentially different from it ... Signed by order of the committee. James Roney, Chairman. [Philadelphia, 1779]. http://www.loc.gov/

resource/rbpe.14502200

Signed by order of the committee, JAMES RONEY, Chairman.


